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Interdependence of Life and Environment

by MM Alam

EFORE 1970s cnviron-

nt was nol an impor-

matter for commeon

people. Most educated men or

women were also not inter-

ested n fit. But now the situa-

tton is changing. In 7T0s when

"United Nations Environment

Protection Programme”™ was

formed and people of devel-

oped countries became vocal

against peliution, consciousn-
css started growing.

Even mow In the Third
world countrics this is being
discussed in many fora. Semi-
nars and sym are being
held throughout the world on
this tssue. But the overwhel-
ming majority of the Third
World countries yet are nol
aware ol nature and envi-
ronment. So we now rcgularly
rcad the news of shooting
birds. In tultivation uncon-
trolled insecticides and che-
mical fertilizer are being uscd.
lHarmful smoke [rom factorics
and vchicles s causing proble-
ms to human life.

Nature and environment are
closcly related. There is no
way to see them diflferently.
Pollutton of envirenment im-
balances the nature. For exam-
ple. the volcani¢ eruption of
Mount Pinalubo’ polluted the
environment. According to an
Anmerican geographical survey
"World would be more cold in
future, for the wvolcanic erup-
tion of Mount Mnatubo.” This
will happed due to plenty of
Now of sulphur-di-oxide. llere
nalure itsclf has been poliuting
cnvironment.

Sometimes tidal bores hit
the shore, causing heavy dam-
age to plants and animals.
Destruction ol these plants and
animals pollute nature. ;

Frem 1980 to B6 terrible
droughts had hit some East
African countries. Due to lack
of rain, scarcily of crops oc-
curred in Ethiopia, Sudan and

. As a result, thou-
sunds of died of starva-
tion and various discascs.
Naturally plants and other an-
imals were destroyed in those
arcas. In all these cases nature
tusc il Huted the environ-
ment, L the main damage
has been done by man himsell.

How men damage environ-
ment is a key question.
Gencrally, destruction of grass-

Mosa mbique

Depletion of forest is one of
the causes of ccological imbal
ance. Ninety-Nive per cent ol
the west and middle Europe
was forest in the middle age
and that has now decreascd to
20 per cent. Within 10 thou-
sand years 70 per cent ol lor-
est of China decreased 10 5 per
cent and in the past 400 years
75 per cent forest of USA was
removed In India about 4 lakh

Even now in the Third World countries this is
being discussed in many fora. Semi-nars and
symposia are being held throughout the world on
this issue. But the overwhel-ming mqjority of the
Third World countries yet are not aware ¢f nature
and environment. So we now regularly read the
news qf shooting birds. In cultivation uncon-
trolled insecticides and che-mical fertilizer are
being used. Harmful smoke from factories and

vehicles is causing problems to human life.

fickd, smoke and garbage of in-
dustries, use of chemical fertil-
izcrs and insecticides, misuse
of waler and oocurrence of war
arc the man-made causcs for
the damage of cnvironment.
'Green House Effect’ is also
onc of the main causes of envi-
ronment's damage.

Due to gradual increase In
population, environmenl has
taken the centre stage ol wor-
id concern now. Somcwhcere
for better life, somewhere in
order to survive, men are
destroying environment. Two
thousand five hundred ycars
ago. population of the world
was only 10 ecrore. But now
that has increased lo 550
crore. Ir. every ycar aboul 10
crore new [accs are increasing
throughout the world. Gener-
ally mcre population want
more land, more [ood. So
ﬂnzln -ficlds and forcsts are

ing troycd indiscreetly.

hectares of forest land arc be-
ing ruined each ycar and in
Bangladcsh over the past 20
ycars about one million acres
ol forcsts were destroyed.

In agriculture the picture is
almost the same. In order to
produce more food for more
people, chemical fertilizers
and insecticides are often used
imprudently, causing damage
lo environment. Gar and
smoke of factors are also dam-
aging environment, These are
increasing the pcreentage of
carbon-ci-oxide and sulphur in
the atmosphere. Wrong use ol
water 18 decrcasing under-
ground water level. This has
sped up the desertification.

War is yet another major
cause of environmental dam-
age. The gigantic destructive
power ol modern arms is the
causc ol heavy damage to life
and environment. Even afler
thc war the process of damage

continucs. As a result of the
Gull War 1250 oil - wells began
burning. Here one milllon lon
oil bumt each day. That pro-
duced heavy carbon-di-oxide,
50 thousand ton of sulphur-di-
oxide and one lakh ton shool.
These are the lerrible conse-
qucnces that leave environ-
ment ravaged.

Depletion of ozone layer is a
greal cause of concern :
Above carth 10 km arcas of
almosphere is called
‘troposphere’. Above the tropo-
sphere 50 km is known as
stratosghere’ In stratosphere
a gas called ozone 1s Lhere
Ozone has protected ecarth
from the ultra violct ray of the
sun. But for the indiscretion of
men ozone laycr is gradually
thinning. Somewhere the laycer
does not protect Lhe ultra-vio-
et ray.lully. So some unux-
pected Lthings are happening
in naturc, which cause greal
damage to Lhe environment

In reflrgerator, air condi-
tloner and some olher indus-
iries, a chemical compound
called chlorollurocarbon [CFC)
is used. Some CFC are mixed
with air and gradually move
upwafds. When CFC come in
siratosphere, it reacts with
ozone and destroys the ozone
layer, As a result, ultra-violet
ray of the sun pass through the
ozone hole and contaminate
the environment. If more CFC
enters into the atmosphere
then great hole would be made
in the ozone layer. If it hap-
pens 80, then somewhere sca
waler level may be incrcased
and vast land would be sub-
merged under waler,

It is clear that life and envi-
ronment is closely related to
cach other. I one is damaged,
then it will spell doom on the
other. So, for belter life and
better living every one should
be aware ol environment and
protect it from any harm.

Environment
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Linking Environment with Education

by Mahesh Uniyal

OUTII Asta's [mst-disa-
S ppearing forcsts  are

nol only endangering
the region’'s ccology bul are
also a major rcason for the
conlinuing low Hieracy rales
there, especially among girls.

Governmenl and non-gov-
crnment cconomists both
recognisc that a degraded en-
vironmenl crodes lHving stan-
dards, and children bear a
large brunt of the resuliing
hardship, says Anil | of
thw New Ielhi-based Centre
for Seicnce and Environment
ICSE)

[Bul, the adds. planncrs have
nmisscd the vilal link between
poor people's acress 1o nalural
respurces and Lthe high female
iliteracy ralc in the region

The main obstaclcs to
drowth of female Hteracy have
boen indicated by many studics

o be rooted in daste, cultural
and economic [actors [(but) -
tle attention has been paid o
the eflfect of adverse environ-
micntal pressures on female
Wteracy,” says Agarwal

An estimated 26 por cent of
Soulh Asia's over 420 miillion
liwetare land area is under
grecn cover. Environmentalists
argue that there is a link be
iween the depleting of an
drca’s foresis and the Hieracy
rate of its pcople, especially
Lthe women

The UN Food and Agricul-
tural Organisation (FAO) esti-
malces that between 1976 and
1980, India was losing an
average of 147,000 hectares of
forests a year,

In 1987, India suflered in
iwnse droughts, Lriggering a

famiine. Environmentalists
bliimed massive deforestation
during the last two decades for
the disaster.

Mcanwhile, India's number
ol illiterate women increased
from 18]1.03 milllon to 197.34
million during the 1980s de-
spite a corresponding Im-
provement in the female liter-
wy ratio from 20.75 to 39.42
pier eent of the population.

The exccplion is the south-
ern Indian statc of Korala,
which has over BO per cent
female lilgracy. Environmen-
Lalists say morc girls go lo
school 17 Kerala because the
state's women rarcly spend
more than an hour In
collceting fuel, fodder and wa-
ter, unl'ke In other parts of
India.

The slale gets monsoen
rains (wicc a year and its hu-
mid and tropical climate have
given it one of India's densest
green cover, Agarwal said dur-
ing a talk on Children and
Envirenment here in mid-
February.

“If women in Kerala had to
spcnd as much time in collect-
ing basic ncods as women have
to do in lother cnvironmen:-
tally degraded regions) would
they not have been kept out of
school so they could perform
crucial household activities?”
he asks.

According to environmen-
talists and cconomists alike,
South Asian rural incomes are
hit especially hard by the de-
pletion of the region s foresis
because many villages depend
on them for livelthood.

CSE rescarchers cite the
casc of the north Indian
Ilimalayan village of Syuia,
where production on the 34
hectares of the village farm is
dependent on the resources of
1680 hectares of forest and
grassland. Villagers eollect 100
tones of leaves and about 485
toncs of grass to feed Hvestock
whose manure is the only farm
fortiliser avadlable.

Environmenialisis also note
that forest depletion lcads to
Noods that destroy livesiock
and crops, and land crosion,
depriving people of arable
band.

The village has 1156 men
and 98 women. Bul only a
third of the males as against
more than hall the womon
kabour for a ving

Colleciing fodder grass is
only a small part of the daily
chore of the young girls in
Syuta. They also gather firc-
wood ;| tend livestock, etch wa-
ter, cook and look after their
younger brothers and sisters.
— [IPS

New Zealand Rules Warships
'Safe’ Despite Nuclear Ban

government -ordered

inquiry into the salcty

of nuclear-powered
ships has given British and US
vesscls clearance for visits to
New Zealand ports. But public
oulcry has made any imme-
diate change to the nation's
nuclear-free law unhikely.

Peace activists branded the
inquiry as “pelitically irrcle-
vant” and a wasted exercise.
And no sooncr had the
Commiltee on Nuclear Propul-
sion declared ship visits "sale”
enough to go ahead, than
Prime Minister Jim Boldger
declared there was no inten-
tion to change the anti-nuclear
Larwr
lie added that it would take

a "broad measure of consensus”
within the country for any
change to be made. More than

A New Zealand
nuclear-

by David Robie

Both Professor Alan Polet,
a nuclear physicist of Auckland
University, and Professor David
Elms, a civil engineer of
Canterbury University, denied
reports by peace groups that
they had worked under the di-
rection of the Prime Miriister's
Office.

Poletti, who worked for
Lockheced Missiles in the
1960s, rejected the allegation
and angrily said he and the
other three committee mem-
bers acted without any outside
pressure. He challenged critics
to find "holes™ in the 283-page
report.

The $500,000 rt, re-
leased after a year ol study,
found that the risk of any acci-
dent during a port visit by a US

lee's statistics were based on
the ships remaining in New
Zcaland for short perfods, with
a Llypical uhlr visiting [ive
times a yecar for a few days
cach Lime,

"Despite all its tables and

graphs, the report actually says -

nothing new about safety.
Everyone agrees that the
chances of a catastrophie agci-
dent are small, but it's a risk
people are not prepared to
lake,” said Coalition nst
Nuclcar Warships spokesper-
son Nicky Hager,

Another opposition group,
the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament, described the
rcport as "costly, predictable
and futile.” "The government-
appointed commitice has pro-
duced the expected answer to
the narrow question. | am

_;t mmmitt;e studied ﬂ-ur ;qfem q_t; pn!l;t ;t“;isu a:ud
powered foreign ships for more than a year. Its conclusion:
British ships are safe. Although the ruling National Party

was elected in 1990

on a pledge to maintain the country’'s nuclear-free status, Gemini News
Service reports that critics fear the government is preparing to backtrack
wmmmmmﬂmﬂﬂmfmwwﬂwm.

Dangerous diagnosis
New Zealand authorities say chance of nuclear—powered vessel accident is one in a million
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70 per cent of New Zealanders
support the nuclear-free legls-
lation.

Opposition leader Mike
Moore vowed that Labour
would restore the nuclear ban
if the government did change

the law. He described the re-
port as simply a tribute to and
broken promises by the ruling
National Party.

"The Titanic and the space
shuttle were considered safe
too, and their fate is now his-
tory,” said Moore. "The rcport
has one — to manipu-
late public opinfon to get nu-
clear-powered warships back
into New Zealand harbours as a
first step to getting nuclear
weapons back 1into New
Zealand ports.”

Nuciear-armed and nuclear- .

ed ships have been
med ‘rom NZ ports since
Labour leader David Lange was
clected in 1984, The ban was
legislative force in 1987
when the Nuclear Free Zone
Act was passed.
Two of the
said there had been a deliber-
ate campal to manipulate
New . and accused
un-named groups in radio and
press irterviews of re
acttve disinformation” a
"wild statements”.

‘s authors

or British nuclear-powered
vessel was so remote that
unease was "not rational.” It
listed Auckland, Wellington
and Lyttelton as the most suit-
able ports for such visits.
According to the contro-
versial report., there is a
greater risk of premature

death from drinking coflee,
riding a bicycle or taking oral
contraceptives than from a
nuclear reactor accident. [t
also makes another compari-
son: Lthe amount of radicactivity
released by paticnts at
Auckland Hospital each day 1s
twice that released into watecr
by the entire US nuclear flect
each year. The rt does not
argue that nuclear-powered
ships are absolutely safe.
Instead, it uses as complex
mathematical risk anal

accident involving even a small
relcase of radiation would be
less than one in 10,000 for any

ship in each year. A more seri-

ous accident was determined

to have an even lower proba-

bility of one in a million.
Professor Elms did not rule

out the likelihood of a major
accident on a nuclear-powered

lhll.g somewhere in the world
within the next 30 . But
he stressed that the commit-

ysis to
estimate that the chances of an

F
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siruck that the report confines
itsell to a consideration of US
and British naval vessels only,”
said spokesperson Maire
Leadbeater.

"It should surcly have oc-
currcd to the government that
the New Zealand people do not
sharc cnthusfjasm for a re-
sumed military and strategic
rclationship with any of the
nuclear powers.”

Leadbeater cited the latest
cdition ol Asla-Pactfic Defense
Forum, the glossy quarterly
magazine ol the US milita
establishment in Hawail, as ol-
fering a distorted rationale for
New Zealand government pol-
icy. An introduction to an arti-
cle by Defence Minister
Warren Cooper stated:

"New Zealand's break from
an aclive alliance partnership
in 1985 was taken because of
the popular discontent with
French nuclear testing in the

Pacilic and fear of a nuclear-

indusiry in New

Zealand. "

actually

Leadbeater said there was |

"overwhelming public support
for an unadulterated nuclear-
free policy.” She cited a recent
example: the Auckland Regilo-
nal Council reaflirmed f{ts
nuclcar-free policy in a vole in
mid - Noyember.
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{GRATORY birds on
their annual long-ran-
ge round-trip flights

between Sfberia and Australia
may soon lose an important
slop-over in the Philippines.

An economic boom in his
central Philippine city is en-
dangering one of the country's
last remaining stretches of
coastal swamps where the
birds spend a few days lo re-
gain their strength belore tak-
ing on the long flight.

Conservationists here are
waging a tough battle to keep
the archipelago’s unique and
ceologically-fragile mangrove
swamps from being wiped out
by the unprecedented eco-
nomic boom.

The struggle is between
f[ast-paced growth that gener-
ates employment and the need
to protect the sensitive coastal
swamps that are the breeding
grounds for ish and home to
migratory birds.

Cebu's economic growth is
around twice the national aver-
age of three per cent. bul con-
scrvationists say the province
is already paying a heavy envi-
ronmental price for its devel-
opment,

Olango Island near the

ratory Birds May‘

ﬁtmv‘lnﬂl] capital cover 5,800
clares of marshes. It is a
favourite for at least 40,000

long-range migratory birds

Off-shore, Olango's coral
rceds are rich in marine life,
and the fish use the mangroves
for breeding. The birds fit into

Homer Gonzales, -
scarcher at the Asia Wetlland
Bureau-Philippines Foundation
(AWBP), says the tourists —

mostly Japanese — lake a ferry
to O o for bird-shooting
sprees.

It was only after the media
in Cebu exposed the shooting
practice last year that provin-
cial and municipal officials be-

¥

ose Stop-over

Some locals also uproot corals
to s¢ll 1o the island's visitors.
But Olango's wetlands are
endangered even without the
tourists. [ts residents still cut
mangroves for flrewood. They
are also mostly fishermen who
practise crude dynamite and
cyanide [ishing methods,
which destroy corals and scare

‘away waterbirds.

Trigger- tourists and shrinking swamps
Iosgnni 44 Cowtre reports Jrom the Philppines.

this delicate ecological bal-
ance, using the swamps and
the seagrass beds to stock up
on food before contimuing their
Might.

Olango also has the poten-
tial of growing into a major
destination for nature tourism.
Bird-watchers from all over
the world flock to Olango every
spring to catch a glimpse of

rare birds like the endangered
Asian dowttcher.

But uncontrolled tourism is

hindering conservation The
island is only 20 minulcs by
boat from Cebu's fast-growing
industrial district. and a bil too
accessible to trigger-happy
tourists,

are threatening migratory btrds.

gan efforts to curtail such ac-
tivities.

But conservationisis say
some shooting still gocs on.
Many parts of Olango arc unin-
habited and shooting is [re-
quently unmonitored.

Soldiers and policemen in
ncarby Lapu-Lapu City have
been reportedly renting out
their guns and selling ammuni-
tion to jourists for up to USS
700 per trip. Some tourists arc
now using air rifles converted
to fire live bullets.

The island has about 20,000
residents. Most of them wcl-
come the tourists who buy
shells and fresh coconuts.

The local community ob-
jected when the AWBP first
suggested setting up an Olango
mangrove reserve and wildlife
sanctuary. Says Gonzales: “They
thought it would restrict cer-
tain areas of the island [rom
them and affect their liveli-
hood.”

The locals changed their
minds only alfter the AWBP
explained the sanctuary would
cover only 920 hectarcs of
mangroves — 15 per cent of
Olango’s total area. '

Some municipal olflicials
oppose the wetland conserva-
tion project, saying it will stop
the island bencfitting from
Cebu's economic boom. The

loc al autbhoritics have report-
vdly delayed official sanction-

ing of the project by Mantila.
Carlo Custodio, bureau head
uf the Department of

Environment and Natural
Resources here, says a procla-
mation by former president
Ferdinand Marcos that made
Olango a tourist spot still has
to be revised Lo allow for a pro-
leeted area.

It has also taken two years
[or most fishpond licences is-
sucd to busincssmen iw Olango
to be revoked,

Environmenlalists here ar-
guc that the bird sanctuary can
turn the island into a paradise
for bird watchers and conser-
vationists Attracting birds
would atiract tourists and help
generate revenue. But Custodio
also notes that more funds are
nceded for the protection of
the wetlands.,

Mangrove forests and
coastal swamps once covered
5000 sq km of the
Philippincs. Today, less than
1,000 sq km remain.
Reclamation of mangrove arcas
for industry and urban expan-
sion threatens 77 per cent of
the country's remaining coastal
wetlands.

lllegal Timber Trade Flourishes r

scramble for dollars, U-

mber, arms and weapo-

ns more than anything
arc cutting down forests in the
wilds of Myanmar (Burmal).

It is called by the "Siam
Rath Weekly Review” as a man-
age a trois; the Myanmar gov-
ernment wanting foreign ex-
change, Thai businessmen
wanting timber and minority
groups wanting arms and
Weapons.

At one time, as many as 200
fllegal sawmills were process-
ing illegally harvested timber
in Myanmar. By 1990, only half
of the estimated 60 companies
operating in the Thai border

region has been granted legal,

timber concessions.

Yet, according to a report
released by TRAFFIC Network
and the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF), there 1is
widespread smuggling of tim-
ber into Thailand often as-
sisted by corrupt officials.
Megal logging and fllegal tim-
ber processing are also
widespread.

TRAFFIC, the world's
largest wildlife trade monitor-
ing programme, has examined
the scale of illegal trade in
forestry in Asia and the Pacific.
And the trail of wanton greed
and forest destruction does
not start nor end in Myanmar,

It reports that over the last
decade millions and in som
cases billlons of dollars have
been lost in foreign exchange,
uncollected forestry-related
charges and foregone forest
resources, through illegal tim-
ber trade.

"Hundreds of thousands of
hectares of forest, containing
millions of cubic metres of
timber, have been logged an-

nually cither fllegally or to
supply the illegal (rade.”

The latest estimaltes by the
UN Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO} pul the
global rate of deforestation in
tropical forests during the

in South-east Asia

by A Special Correspondent

1980s at 17 million hectares a
year. The Asian region ac-
counted for 3.5 million ha.

Land clearing for agricul-
ture is believed to be the sin-
gle major cause of tropical de-
forestation. However, logging
for the international and do.
mestic timber trade also dc-
stroys forest. "All governments
in the region appear to be
taking steps to combat illegal
timber trade, but in no case do
these actions appcar lo be suf-
ficient,” the TRAFFIC report
noles.

All

The logging of protected
trees continues, as well as log-
ing outside concession
ndaries, in protected arcas
and in other areas where log-
ging is prohibited. Undecr-sized
trces are also logged.
Unauthorised logging and cut-
ting more than the allowable
harvest continue as well.

In peninsular Malaysia, the
government has acknowledged
that between 1986-90,
500,000 ha of forests were
logged — 179,600 ha more
than the official area sct astde
for logging. Authorities are also
concerned about the level of il-
legal logging in Sabah and

Timber lkrrm.lg,g,lmfl has been
reported in the Philippines.
According to one cstimale,
4 million cubic metres
of logs worth hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars were smuggled
to Japan, South Korea and
Taiwan [rom the mid-1970s to
the mid- 1980s,
In the late 1980s. onc
Philippine Scnale committiee

estimated that the country lost
ncarly USS85 million daily
through illegal logging and
olther forestry malpractices.
Despite government crack-
downs, illegal logging is still
rife.

Transfer pricing is also
rampant. This is Lthe deliberate
buying or selling of timber at
prices that differ substantially
[rom the prevailing market
price. A common objective is
to avoid tax.

Transfer pricing is the ma-
jor problem in the illegal

tropical timber trade of Papua
New Guinea. From 1982-88,
the estimated amount of for-
cign exchange and tax revenue
lost through transfer pricing
in Papua New Guinea was
US8100-US$270 million and
US$30-USSB0 million, respec-
tively.

To avoid taxes and to facili-
tate transfer pricing and
smuggling, the illegal timber
trade also resorts to under-
grading, under-measuring and
under-valuing Tree specjes
arc also mis-classified to avoid
taxes, to circumvent harvest or
tradc restrictions, to gain
market access for lesser-used
species and to facilitate trans
fer pricing.

Cumulative estimates ol
losses through unpaid forestry
laxes in Indonesia over the last
decade surpass USS1 billion.
In 1981, one company WwWas
fincd US$5.6 milllon for ille-
gally felling over 91,000 cubic
metres of timber in an adjoin-
ing concession and in a pro
tected area. Despite the [ine

being reduced by 25 per cent,
the company still refused to
Py

l.ogging was banned in
Thailand in 1989, But accord-

ing to the TRAFFIC report, il- .

lcgal logging (widespread be-
fore the ban) “still continues.”
Estimates of the amount of
timber felled illegally each ycar
run as high as 2.5 million oubic
melres.

The TRAFFIC report stales
that timber cut illegally in
Thailand ts smuggled into
Myanmar and then re-ex-

governments appear to be taking steps to combat illegal timber trade., but
in no case do they appear to be syfficient.

ported back into Thailand de-
clared as timber of "Burmese”
origin. Thai companies arc al-
leged to be involved in illegal
logging activitics and timber
smuggling in a number of
ncighbouring countries.

That involvement in
Myanmar logging recently was
the cenire of controversy here
when opposition parties eriti-
cised a cf:’puly finance minis-
ler who used to own a com-
pany which won logging con-
cirssions in Myanmar. Bul, as a
local daily put it, it {s difficult
to say whether the involve
ment was right or wrong since
{1 was always a Thal policy over
the last 10 years

This policy started with the
government of General Prem
Tinsulanonda then faced with a
now suppressed communist
insurgency. Thailand wanted to
encourage cordial relationship
with Burma. In response 1o a
request [rom angoon,
Thailand agreed that log pur-
chases must be done only in
Rangoon through bidding and

then transported by sea.

This was because the
[Jurmesc government did not
wanl minority and rebel
groups along the Thai-Burma

baorder to benefit from the
logging business. But in 1988,
the military junta which top-
pled the Burmese one-party
rule was faced with interna-
tional sanctions for its sup-
pression of the student-led
pro-democracy movement.

In dire need for foreign ex-
change, Myanmar was [orced
to auction its logs and allow

overland transpoft through the
Chiang Dao district of

Thailand's Chiang Mal province
since rebel strength was weak
on this border point. The
Myanmar government pro-
vided the security.

Then the military junta al-
lowed Thai companies to work
the ¢oncession and transport
the logs themselves. Since
then almost 40 companies
have won logging concessions
from the Myanmar govern-
ment. Burmese minority
groups like the Karens have
also cashed in on logging. al-
beit tllegally.

Indeed, critics say Myanmar
has allowed logging conces-
sfons because reminority and
rebel groups were al y en-
gaged in {llegal timber trade.
The government wanted its
take as well.

Besides the virgin forests in
the Burmese wilderness, also
threatened is the world's
largest standing teak lorest.

According to TRAFFIC,
shorl-term concessions should
nol be granted as these, inter
alia, encourage illegal activities
in the rush to maximise prof-
its. Timber processing Ili-
cences should not be issued to
companies uniess they can
dermonstirate guaranieed ac-
cess 1o legal timber supplies.

— Depthnews Asia



