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FENI

One burnt
alive, another
hurt 1n fire

Mar 14: A child was roasted
alive;, another {njured and
property worth about Taka 25
lakh gutted in four scparate
fire incidents in the last one
woek, reports UNBL

" According to wilnesses, a
devastating [ire originatin
from a thatched housc ol Maji
Mia soon engulfed the adjacent
arcas and gutled 30 houscs at
Moduai village in Sadar thana
Monday. Property worth Taka
7 lakh was destroyed and Rony
(1) bumt alive and Rubcl (3)
injurcd seriously in the inef-
dent,

Property worth Taka 10
lakh {ncluding 10 houscs was

“ gulled in another fire originat-
ing [rom an electric short eir-
cuit of Rashid Master's house
at Lalpur village in Dagan-
bhuiyan thana on March B.

Another fire incident took
place at Gabindapur village In
Sadar thana and damaged
property worth Taka 5 lakh in-
cluding 15 houses on March 7.

Valuables worth Taka 3 lakh

. were gutted in the fire that

broke out in the house of

Sayedul Hoque of Barahipur vil-

lage in Sadar thana.

MAGURA i
‘Number of femal

labourers

on rise

Mar 14: The number of fe-
male labourcrs is rapidly in-
creasing in four thanas of the
district due to economic ecri-
sis, UNB. .

According to a rccent
" slatisties there are 10,000 fe-
malc day-labourers in Sadar,
Sreepur, Salikha and Moha-
mmadpur thanas who are
mostly working in the brick-
fields and paddy ficlds/to eke
out their Mving.

But many women who used
to maintain their livelihood in
husking paddy in rural arcas

wenl out of due to setling
up of rice :
Many women work under

Food For Works Programme
but at present the schcemes
under the programme arc oo
meagre and most of them have
been rendered jobless. -
K I-‘-'U" -“: recu i “.
" ﬂm;m_hﬂudim.‘ cy-
clone, tornado and drought.
Local leaders have wurged

the government io take im-
mediatc scheme to rehabilitate
the joblcss women labourers.

MOULVIBAZAR

Sunni confce

concludes

From Our Correspondent

Mar 14: Islami Chhatra Sena
and Islami Jubo Scna, Kama-
lgonyj thana committee jointly
organiscd a Sunni Conicrence

recently at Shamsernagar
Mad . A waz i1l
was also held In this
conneoectjon.

Al-haj Md Baki DBillah, Md
Abu Naser Talukder, Md

Shahjalal Ahmed Akandjee, Md
Shafiqur Rahman Diplobi and
Hafiz Mesbah Uddin took part
in the waz mahfil.

Speaker of the waz mahil
said, the Islam is a code of life
but somc known peliticians
who used holy religion lor
their politienl gain and Lrying
to create confusion in roligions

their political in
i ::\-l:hp. %
thai Jamaat-Shibir quaricr
murdered innocent students
who dented Hnu:;ﬂhtd.
Speakers were con-

ned the politics in the
of religion.

Call to help
implement canal
excavation plan

Mar 14: Law, Justice and
Parliamoentary Allairs Ministcr
Mirsa Golamt Hafiz assertcd
Salurday this yrars bumper
harvest justified Lhe canal dig-
ging prog ~mme initiated by
late Prestd. nt Ziaur Rahman
and reintroduced z Prime

UNB.
Mirza Hafiz called upon all
of political aflilia-
tion to help implement the
canal excavation armd re-cxcava-
lion programune in greater na-
tional interest.

He was addressing a spon-

tancous gathcring afler In-

speciing p of cxrava-
mwﬁﬂ'& cooml Bt

the distrv L
The mumister was informed
by the concerned oificials that
on compliction of (his one-
mile-long canal, #t vould pro-
Wi fas ties for an
ad ' ional 4,000 acres of lan’
in the -ea About 50,000 an
lbes w 'r-:bn:rhdd:‘mm!
th.

Sy —

ansm_a_g

BAU Employees'
Parishad
executives

Mar 14: The 15-mcmber
exccutive council of Bang-
ladesh Agricultural University
(3AU) Employccs’ Parishad has
recently been formed with
Golam Moinuddin [(Bulbul) as
its president and Tozammel
llossain as i{ts general
.secretary, reports BSS.

Other office-bearers of the
exccutive council are Ashraf Alt
Huda—scnior vice-president,
Md Badiuzzaman—vice presi-
dent, Kezd Abdul Golur—joint
sccretary, Anwarul Karim—
AGS, Azizul Islam-—organising
and office sccretary, Enayct
Kazim Ahmed-—{inance sccre-
tary. A Hashim—social wellare
sccretary, Khairul Islam—cul-
tural secretary and Abdul Hye,
Salch Uddin Shaliqul Islam,
Anwar Hossain and S M Al-
Mamun—cxccutive members.

KuUSHTIA
Rectified spirit
consumed as -

alcohol
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Mar 14: Rectified spirit is
being frecly consumed as alco-
hol by the youths in the dis-
trict town causing moral

degradation.
Residents complained that

addicted young people buy the
spirit from homcopathic doc-
tors and take it as alcohol by
mixing waler,

It is alleged that some dis-
honest. homeopathic doctors

~in spite of having'licences. to
manufacture are

tise
:t.tfng thirfph-it to the addicts
at cxorbitant prices,

As per government rule, li-
cences for rectified spirit are
only issued to the bonafide
homecopath practitioners and
homeo-medicine manufactur-
€rs.

It may be mentioned that
there is no liquor shop In the
district but it is openly sold in

- the town.

Meanwhile, drug addiction
among Lhe youth has iricreased
here causing concern among
the parents and guardians.

¢ School and college studen
make Lthe largest group of ad-
dicts, it is learnt.

IAMALPUR <
Religious leader
dead

Mar 14: Shah Sufi Al-haj
lHazrat Korban Ali, a great reli-
g:.ml leader who preached

manity and Islam, died here
carly on at
the age of 79, BSS.

Peer Shaheb Korban Al
who had thousands of followers
all over the country, has been
suflfering from old-age comphi-
cutions., :

A great scholar in Islamic
philosophy, Peer ‘'Shaheb
Korban Al devoted his life for
the cause of Islam and human-
ily. He founded madrashas,
makiabs and or be-
sides spend a considcrable
part of his Itfe as teacher In
Islamic education A various
mindrashas.

A non-traditional Peer, he
renowngd himsell as a philan-
th st for his contributions
to the wellbeing of the
and deccased. left

« onc of his wifes, sons, daugh-
ters and host of grand chil-
dren.

The namaz-¢ of Peer
Shaheb Korban Ali was held on
Thursday noon at his resi-
dence at Farazipara under

Dewangan] Thana.
GAIBANDHA
Installation

ceremony
held
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Mar 14: Newly ecluected
GCafty  Tha Mohila Cellege siu-
dent ngsad bearers sworn-in
was |d ai college campus re-
orT

O this occasic: a get to-
gether was  held which

presided over by Mofazzal
llossain, Principal of the col-
lege. The function was at-
tended by Prof. Abdul Latif
Khan, Principal Gaibandha
Govi, College as chicl guesi
Those who addressed among
others: T | M Haflzur Rahman,
Azizul Islam Khandker, Md
Jakaria, Manzila Khaloon,
Momena Khatun and Saila
Madlick

Al ' report  adds:
Elev: unding ain
of kxal Ahmed U-;llm
Shishu Niketan oone luded at
fs premisc reeently,

On this occasion, two day

long programme chalked out.
The programn - in: oded

sporis, geit-together o ar-
dtans, Jiscussion i
milad ni.. bl and pri- ;A

On the conclading d.iy Abdur

was present as chicl guest, and
gave away the prizes.

|8

RANGPUR: A recent cyclone that lashed over Patgram of the district has damaged the

banana

.....
e

trees of the Jocality.
— Star photo

KISHHOREGANJ, Mar 14:
The number of female smokers
is increasing day by day in the
rural areas of the district, re-
ports UND.

A survey revealed that the

old women of the mill and

factory arcas arc morc ad-
dicled to smoking than others.
Anti-smoking movement

has been launched in the town

bul there is no publicity cam-
paign against smoking in the
niral areas,

The smoking tendency is
found among the Jandicss and
labour class women. About 25
per cent smoke biers and the
resdé 75 per cent smoke lo-
bacco dusts, locally known ‘as
‘Nosha'

Doctors suggested that
mass molivation campaign from
the government is needed to
impart knowledge on the
adverse effect of smoking on
the bogly and mind.

Fish disease

I*ish disvcases have broken
oul in an epidemic Tram
throughout the district allcet-
ing vonsumers during the last
fon days. .

OfTicial sources ‘said - the
common discase known as
“ulcerative syndrome”™ has af-

fected dilferent varicties fish
“like Koi, Ruhi, Puli, Magur,

. Shing, Bheda, Telapia, She!

Gazar, Taki, Boal and Tengr:.
Fish traders said the -

mand for fish has sharply

dropped following the oul-

break of the discase in ltna,

Mitamoin, Bazitpur, Astagram,
Kotiadi, Hossainpur and Sadar
thanas of the district.

On the otherhand, nultrition
experts cautioned that a large

Indian fish
worth Tk 4 lakh

seized

SATKHIRA, Mar 14 : The
district task force seized
Indtan fish worth about Taka
four lakh from a truck here on
Saturday, reports UND.

Acting on a tip, task force
members stopped a truck
which was carrying about 4000
ki Indian Katla fish:

- The truck later, along with
the fish, was handed over to
the local customs authorfity.

Official sou said, about
15,000 kilograms of Indian
Katla fish were scized is scpa-
rate drives by the task Jorce
mcmbers during last one
month.

Female smokers on increase

number of low-income group
of prople, who mainly depend’
on [ish for protein, are lkely
to face putrition deficiency.

No sicp has yel been taken
to spray lime water in ponds
and other waterbodies to
combat the growing mcnacc,

A scheme has becn taken
up lo bring over 1.34 lakh
hectlares of land under boro
paddy cultivation in the dis-
trict the current season.

According - to Agricultural
Exicnsion Department, over
1.26 lakh hectares will be
brought under high yiclding
varicly and the rest hectares
under local variety.

Arrangements are being
made to supply quality sceds,
fcrtilisers, insecticides and
othe¢r necessary inputs to the
farmers at fair prices. lrriga-
. Loy [acilites are also being
extended to boost production.

Mcanwhilc, 140 demonstra-
tion plots have bien sct up to
arquaint the farmers with the
modern methods of cultivation,

With the succcssaful imple-
meniation of the scheme, 1t is
expccted that over 3.46 lakh
meiric tons of paddy will be
produced in the district,

58,500 hectares of land under

“wheat farming in 11 S-dists

HAIISAL, Mar 14: Fiflty
cight thousand five hundred
hectares of land has been
brought under wheat cultiva-
tion in cleven southern dis-
irtets of DBarfsal, Bhola,

Jhalakathi, pur, Borguna,
Madaripur F pur, ﬂ&nj.
Rajbart, Patuakhall, Sarta-

tpur under Barisal Agriculture
Zane during this current rabi
SCRNOT.

The target of production
has been fixed at 1.11,000
metric tons of wheat,

Besides, Dangladesh Agricu-
lture Exicnsion Department
(BAED) has arranged 360
demonstration plots In these
districis o scientilic
mcithods of wheat farming
knowledge to the farmers of
Lthese districts.

BADC has so far distributed
3,38,440 kgs of sceds among
the farmers to implement the
programme a succcess by
reaching the target.

Of the total 750 hectares of
land are being culttvated in
Bartsal while 10 hectares cach
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in Jhalakathi and Pirojpur, 20
hectares in  Borguna,
hectares in Patuakhali, 3,600
hectares In Bhola, 23,000
hectares in Faridpur, 4000
hectares in Madaripur, 4,500
hectares in G ganj, 12,500
hectares in Ra and 10,100
hoctares in Sariatpur,

Tk 1,14,75,000 for
55 projects

Anether ‘report
Covernment has sanciioned
Taka 1,14.78.000 for imple-
menting of 88 educational pro-
jects in 26 thanas of lour
southern districts of Barisal,

[thola and Jhalakathi

Mrojpur
urﬂr Bartsal Division during

this yuar.
se projects included
repair and construction works

of overnmenl primary
u-.hooti.

it ts kearnt 3.75 lakh taka
will be spent for the recon-
siruction of 27 primary
schools while 50,000 taka lor
repatr works for each school in
these thana areas.

NATOR

E: Nazrul lslam, Additional Deputy Com

22

says!:

the 35- Tong ms re-
mrdlrvgrfl':r boun line be-
iween the two districts, of
Barisal and Bhola were settled
last Friday by installing RC pil-
lars along the demarcation
lincs of these two districts,

That day in presence of
Mazharul Islam, Director of
Survey, Abdur Rashid, Divisio-
nal Commissioner, Barisal,
Mohtuddin Ahmed, MP, Mche-
ndiganj area, Deputy Commi-
ssipners of Barisal and Bhola
districts including local elitcs
and journalists the 14th pillar
at Garuria and 27th pillar at
Veduria were installed alo
the demarcation lnes o
Barisal and Bhola districis.
with 27 pillars demarcation of
Char Veduria of 161] acres ol
disputed land will be setiicd.

It may be recalled that ab-
scnce of the particular demar-
cation lines almost every ycar
for about 35 years last vested
forces were tnﬂed in ki
looting of paddy includin
continuous [itigations against
each other making news head-
linea in diflerent newspapers.

w adds: At last
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n-r-i ), Natore addressing as

chiefl guest at the prise giving ceremony of national competition on [slamic culture held
here at loca) Islamic Foundation auditorium recently.
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Notes from
Mymensingh

MYMENSINGH, Mar 14:
Kotwall - police recovered an
“unidentified body of a man

BAU campus recently.

Hospital for autopsy.

donation programmes.

Two killed in
incidents

Bahadurnagar of Muzzampur
cently. 3

| A'yﬂllt was filed with the
police in this regard.

Chatrashia under Muktagac
police in this regard.

- Dacoits loot
valuables

Dacolils

contly.
and looted the valuabics.
police in this regard.

Two housewives
commit suicide

Kanchan Mia of vil
I3uail under Nanda

committed

thana

Nandail recently.

cide recently.

Kotwali thana police rcs-

ping gang recently.
.

Police in an operation res-
cucd ecollege student Md.

under Kotwall thana aher 13
days of kidnapping
kidna

thana on February 21,1993,

The arrested kidnappers

arc Safliruddin, Mannan, Kala

m, Rarzak, Safful, Sahabuddin,

Nazrul and Kashem.

Blacksmiths facing
~ bottlenecks

The
{ 12 tharnas of

trict have becn ng

1 s

The prices of raw-materials

like fire-wood, coal, iron and

other chemicals mm 13

abnormally while the

thetr products have docreased.

Due. to lnck of necessary fund
and bank loan, they are facing
acule groblem to maintain
thetr livelihood and many of
them have already lefl the pro-

fesston,

=l
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(40} from botanical garden of

_The body was sent lo the
Mymensingh Medical Collcge

| A case has been filed in this

conncction.
collected
Medicine elub of
Mymensingh Medical College
collected Sixty-one bags ol
blood recently during blood

Ont Abdul Mannan (36) was
killed by his ncphew at

“wor under-Nandail thana Ye-

in an another_incident, a "

minor boy Rahim (10). was
killed in a road accident :t
1 |
1 thana. A case was filed with the '

looted wvaluables
worth about Taka 50,000 from
the residence of one Modasscr
of Kawatkhali in the town re-

They ransacked the house

A case was fled with the

Khatun (20), wile of
it " Char

suicide jumping
hersell from speeding train at

Another housewife Badana
(25) of village Sunafl undcr
Niandall thana committed sui-

i'mw:m::"

cued one kidnapped collége
student and arrested eight al-
leged members of the kidnap-

Munaum [21) of village Shihila

. He was
from his village
Dhanikhula under Trishal

Pricc-hike of essential mputs

KURIGIRAM, Mar' 14: The
chilli growers of northern re-
gion ol the country have been
factng much difficultics in car-
rying on their ancestral trade

due to price-hike of essential
“inputs and scarcity of other es-

scntials’

It may be mentioned here
that chilli grows in about fifly
districts of Lhe countiry. Of
them, Dogra, Joypurhat and
and greater Rangpur district
including Kurigram, Gafban-
dha, Lalmonichat, Nilphamari
and Rangpur Sadar are notable.
Out of the totlal yicld, ncarly
thirty per cent chillt s
produced in this region and
niwore than one lakh farmers
with atleast five lakh dcpen-
dents are now engaged in this
culttvation.

The produced chilll s sup-
plicd to different parts of the
country mainly to Dhaka. But
duc to high price of produc-
tionn materials, the are
learnt to have been thinking of
giving up the
Mcanwhfile supply of chillies in
the market started decrecasing
day by day.

It is learnt Trom chilli farm-
crs that Taka 7,000 to 8,000

profession. -

in ncceded to cultivate chilli -

Chilli gIJ'HOWers facing
bottleneck in N-dists
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over an acre of land.

According 1o a survey, the
growcrs are not getting fair
prices ol chilli which discour-
ages them in carrying on with
he cultivation. Besides, ™ ry
ycar the chilli farmers ‘re
badly affected by all sort wof
natural calamities sinc s
cultivation s largely dcpen-
dent on the whims of nature.

A chili farmer of Ulipur
thana satd, if modern technol-:
ogy in Cultivation is adopted,
the yield will get a boost and
the couritry could earn a lot of
foreign cxchange by exporting
chilli after meeting the domes-
tic demand.

#

* An agricultural offieial
opined that the country can
carn a huge foreign currency
every year by exporting chilli
to :ﬂmﬂd where lakhs of peo-
ple of Bangladesh are now liv-

ing_ :

A chillf busincssman in-
formed Bangladesh eannol en-
ter into the world market due
chieflly to negligence and lack
of active initiative from the
mmml.

Scarcity of coconut acute
in Chuadanga

From Our Correspondent

CIIUADANGA, Mar 14.
Scarcity of coconutf have been
very acule now in  the local
markels as a result price of

coconuts have abnormally
up in the local markets }ur a
long tyme past.

In the local markets, a pair
ol cocponutls are now being sold
:’:t'f:fazsmauungalmt
Taka 10 to 12 during last year.
"~ The production of coconut
in Lhe district is not sufficicnt.
Huge quantities of coconuts
arc brought here from Khulna
¢cvery year as a result the price
of coconut could not go up.
This year, the import of co-

. conut from Khulna is to insual-

ficicnt for which the price
have abnormally gone up,

It is learnt that production
ol coconut is not sullicient in

[

j

Khulna district for which im-
port of it automatically has de-
creascd.

For want ol cncm::ii this

. the people of Chuadanga
Etrrﬁ:t could not take winter
scason "pitha” sulTiciently.

Some pcople of this area
would also prepare coconut ofl
for personal use but they are
not doing it for want of co-
conut.

The price of swcetmeals
made from coconut have also
gone up in the district for the
scarcily of coconut.

A good number of coconut
scllers in the district have also
been uncemployed for want of
coconut. About 500 people of
the district were engaged in
cocornul sclling business who
are now in search of other

i

-

MANIKGANJ, Mar 14 :
Mosquito menace has - in
crcased alarmingly throughout
the district causing inconve-
niences to the dwelicrs.

I many places of the dis-
trict cspecially i Shibalaya,

hior, Singair and dar
thanas, a large number of peo-
ple have been attacked. by
malaria duc 10 mosquito

Just aflter sunset peop
cannot work in their respec-
iive area due to mesquito bitc
students are the worst suller-
crs.
Drains, ditches, canals,
bushes, derelict ponds covercd
with water hyacinths and
‘Dholekalmi’ fences are the
breeding grounds of mos-
guilocs.

uito-killer aevosol in

Mosquito coils have become

IWMM due to fts low qual-

blackamitha tn all the
monsingh dis-
manifold

spray, destruction of water hy-
acinths and’ bushes have be-
comic nocessary te combal the
e, : '
Drug addict
youths on rise
Another report adds : The
number of drug addiet youths

is growing alarmingly in
Manikganj town and

t
Rural youths have

addicted to different items
intoxication lke forcign-madc
wine, opium, couniry made
wine, drug, sedative wmblets,
rmrita ni surn, ganja and
other types of liquid contain-

SYLHET: The century-old mosque at village Turukbag of
Gopalganj thana needs immediate reconstruction.

sold at a very high price. .
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Mosquito menace turns
alarming in Manikgan;
' From Our Correspondent

ing alcohol. ‘

According to a no-olficial
survey, Manfkganj town, Aricha
ghat and ils suburbs have
turned into pen markels ol
drugs. All kinds of drugs and
wine are available in meodicine
shops.

/ The survey reveals that the
number of addicted leenagers
i only five per cent and it is
increasing day by day. A well
organiscd circle has beey
smuggling these ftems of in-
toxication from India and sell
those in Manikganj.

I is obscrved -
dict old and young prople visit
the medicine shops mostly
afler sunset with a view to buy-

Miscmamsh kil
rickshaw van
dniver

JIHENIDAH, Mar 14 A r;h



