' ATURAL events cause

1980s globally. Some 18.5
million were alfected
by { ann In 1960s,
24.4 million In 1970s.

victims nrl;- in the 1960,
15.4 million in the 1970s.

. It affected 360 out df

55 of various l'lhl'lli-.
tes since the
beginning of the twentieth

century. In October 1737 the
country faced the earliest
recorded severe cyclone. It
took a toll of 300,000 lives. In
October 1878 another catas-
hic cyclone occurred in
Barcrl-.n] killing 215,000
pmph In November 1970 the
and disastrous
qchne according to the offi-
cial statistics, claimed
300,000 people. But many
people believe that the actual
number of deaths could be
from S00.000 to 1000,000. A
severe tornado hit Manikgonj
in April 1989. Another severe
cyclonic storm occurred re-
cently in April 1991. More
than 138,000 peoplc were
killed by the cyclone. The total
of the in(rastructure is
estimated at US$1.5 billion.

Deforestation

Deforestation is the trans-
formation of the forest land to
non-forest usage. Dcgradation
is the reduction of the exivnt
and quality ol the forest cover.

More than 11 million
hectare of tropical foresis are
destroyed per year and thus
over 30 years, would amount to
an arca about the size of India.
According o FAO estimation in
the Asia-Pacific region during
1981-85 about 1.826 millien
ha. of forest area was defor-
ested per year. A annual
rate of deforestation of closest
forests in the region is 0.6 per
deforestation hy munl:x show
that Indonesia leads
with a mean annual deforesta-
tion over half a milllon ha.:
Thailand is next with 333,000
ha. The range is between
100,000 and 250,000 ha. for
Malaysia, -India, Laos,
Philippines and Myanmar. The
least affected countries in ab-
solute terms are Bhutan (2,000
ha), Pakistan (7,000 ha).

Deforestation and &:gr-dn-
tion of forest resources ad-
versely affect land, water re-
sources, and the envi-
ronmeni. As a result of defor-
estation soils become impover-
ished, loss water holding ca-
pacity and possibility of occur-
rence of floods and droughts
increases. When the forests in
the catchment areas of the

]

rivers are cleared, silt-laden
rivers with their capacity for
irrigation water is-

scriously impaired. For exam-
ple, in Asia, the Yellow River of
China sweeps way 1.6 billion
tons of sofl into the Bay ol
, and the tia
mw 726 ﬂmwﬂt:
each , and the Indus River
was with 4385 million
tons of soil. In India the rale of
land and the de-
pletion of water lable are
in Pakistan and the

d China deforestation

is for the siltation of
reservoirs and dams and for
causing floods. In Nepal and
Pakistan soil erosion led to de-
clining crop yield, fuel and
fodder shortages. As a result of
deforestation the carbon cycie
of the biosphere is allecied.
Global and regional weather
be duc to
ottt v Siowst ure.
removed the habitat of wild lile
is endangered. Deforesiation
bad consequences for
indigenous forest communitics
in terms of loss of their source
of food, medicine and various

scrvices they get from the
forests.

Poor and Deforestation

In the countries of Asia-
Pacific region due o the
poverty situation, the rural

are bound to destroy
ts, Most studies- show [u-
elwood consumption as a ma-
jor cause of forest degradation
which contributes more than
80 per cent of the total re-
moval of forests in tropical
Asia. Most of the rural popula-
tion in South Asia and well
over hall in Southeast Asia use
wood and charcoal: as their
main, il not only cooking fuel.
Situation in South Asia, so far
as fuel is concerned, is very
critical.

The expansion of agricul-
ture is one of the important
causes ol lorest destruction
linked directly to poverty.
Forest area of Thailand de-
clined from more than 40 per
cent of the country’s total area
in 1975 to 29 per cent of the
country's total area in 1985
Over the same period, the
agriculture area grows by

- nearly 1.5 per eenlt a year,

from 36 per cent of the coun-
try's total area in 1975 to 45
per cent in 1985. During the
1960s and 1960s encroach-
ment of forest lands occurred

in most of South Asia. In .

can partly meet the fodder
needs. The milk yield is low in
these countries due to lack of
and good
In Nepal

fodder for livestock. In
South East Asia, in parts of
Philippines and Java trees arc
an important source of fodder.
Thus limited mpﬁ]y of fodder
l:nmpnrﬂd to the high demand

by Dr M A Momin

contributes o forest destruc
tion.

For housing pu trees
are used. Due to the lack of ad

ate income the poor people
?ht: rural community cannot

buy timber in the market. This
inability o buy and feit neces-
sity may also contribute to the
destruction of forests by the
pecopile.

tries, very oflen over em-
fﬂ"fm w.ﬁ'.?’ :::.2:..

tion. In fect, there are many
other non-poor related factors
associated with deforestation
in the Asian countries.

turu#n? ::::I degrada 'I:IF:I

Commercial logging is an im-
portant aspect. Logging of
forests is very much prevalent
in South East Asia. Logging re-
quired the opening up of
lorests in order to create ac-
cess roads. For example, such
cicaring has been estimated at

14% of the area being ex-
ploited in studies out
in Sabah and the Philippines.
Another study in Sarawk
showed that the space that was
temporarily uncovered and the
soil denuded could in total
represent up to 40 per cent of
the logged area. The same
study found that when 26 trees
were cut and removed per ha,
33 others were broken or
damaged in every ha logged. In
South East Asia selective log-
ging damages between one and
two thirds of unused species.
One third of the forest
sofl is left bare and the heavy
logging equi L causes se-
vere  sol compacltion.
According to FAO, between
1988 and 1978 about one mil-
lion square kilometres of
forcsts (385,000 sq. miles)
were leased for tropical timber
cxtraction mainly in South
East Asia and Africa. Some
11,000 square miles of tropi-
cal forests are co every
year for commercial timber.

- Government red or-
ganized forms ol settlement
are found in countries like
Indoncsia, Malaysia, Sri Lanka
and to some extent in Nepal
Under the transmigration pro-
gramme in Indonesia people
have been shifted frem over-

Java, Bali
Madura arcas to Sumatra and
Kalimantan. In Sri Lanka under
the Mahawli irrigation project,
some 260,000 ha of fores) arca
was converted to agriculture
for organized secttlement of
people. In Nepal, five year re-
scttlement plan was taken up
by the government and on an
average 3,000 familles werce
scttled during 1973-78.
Although sometimes the set-
tiement programmes arc un-
dertaken for the intercst of
the poor, the destructions of
forests are done by the gov-
ernment.

In almost every country for-
est land is destroyed for con-
struction: of irrigation and hy-
droelectric proje€ts. This s

‘observed particularly in India

and Sri Lanka. Dcatmcm of

and"

forests for mining are reported
from Malaysia and Thailland.
Road and highway construction
is also done by conversion of
forest land. In peninsular
Malaysia there are [ive World
Bank a'ded settlement pro-
jects where forest lands are
cleared and planted with oil
palm and rubber.

‘Forest fire is a serious [ac-
tor for forest degradalion in
the Asian . Reasons as
socialed with fores) fires arc
over grazing, cleaning, collec-
tion of secondary products,
hunting and cropping
Savannization is also an lmpor-
tant factor for forest fires. For
example, in the Philippines
during the perfod from 198]
to 985 forest fires destroyed
153, 504 ha, representing 84

cent of the total area de-
E';'Illd.l hurtm.lndﬂ
ferent parts of Indonesia sc-
nn:ht fires were obscrved
during 1 p-:rhdfrummld

1983 to early 1984. The mosi
scverely alfected arca was
chstern Kalimantan on thl'
Island of Borne, wh;t

imately 35,000 km®“lan area
larger than Belgium) was
burnt in the region ol Dalik

Since the rural poor do not
have physical, capital
asscts and technological skill
to adopt environmen! damag
ing production system, the is-
sue of environmental degrada-
tion by the rural poor may also

be questionad.
her aspcct of poverty-
environmenial degradalion

nexus is the casy access ol the
rural r to public domain
lands for food, fuel, fodder and
fibre ftems. In the face of what
Hardin called ‘the tragedy of
the commons’' the rural poor,
who depend to a lagge cxtent
on CI'K [common property re-
sources), have been gradually
gaining less access to the
source of their livelihood.

The instlitutional arrange-
ments of CPR for poverty alle-
vialion, which may be called
“"the other land reform”
(Bromilcy, 1989), 1s not fully
undcrstood and oftcn manipu-
lated in favour of the rich:

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

in the context of grim enwi-
ronment of deprivation in the
Asian countiries, appropriate
strategics for poverty
tion is essential. Economic
growth by itsell will not auto-
malically alleviale par-
ticularly in- the shert- and
medium-term. The develop-

ment process with  high
growth strategy can pass
significant sections of the

community. Even growth
siralegy can work to make
disadvantaged vulnerable
groups worsc ofl. Development
siralegies should be under-
taken specially for the im-
provement of the living stan-
dard of the disadvantaged sec-
tion of the community. This
should also be done by involv-
ing them into the productive
process so that poverty allevia-
tion strategy also bring contri-
bution to output.

For alleviation of poverty,
growth is esscntial. Existing

growth process is also associ-
ated with cnvironmental

degradation. Hﬂr‘E air pollution

thousands of pcople caugh

45, and her Somali stall to
case the suffering of some of
Somalia’s most needy have re-

and both UN
Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali and former US

nnlinurnflhelnu tal and
displaced L&:nplcl

byMarkTholmﬁom Somalia

VICTIMS OF CLAN WARS
Somali children are given nutrifion biscuits at LaFoole centre

camp play with the wind-
blown tafls of her long white

lab coat, Hawa ex that
she bullt the hospital at
I.ll"nnh because her ancestry is

“’me has lived in this

e Lg:.-r-timu, My gruta

ther both died H;hn;thc
Italians here. My blood is In

this ground”.

Hawa studied medicine in
the Soviet Union, and then
spccialised in gynaccology and
obstetrics at the University of
Mogadishu. She later Jectured
at the University’'s medical
school and also completed a
law degree,

When Hawa and her hus-
band opened the hospital at

Development
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technological

and global warming are cre-
aled by more production of
steel and autos, production of
more newspapcrs and con-
struction of more houses lead
o the felling of more trees.
For production of more flood,
more pesticides should be utl-
lged. Increascd output in the
petrochemical industry is ac-
companied by a rise in toxic
subslance .

Thus economic growth pol-
lutes and damages environ-
ment. Development and lack of
developmen! (poverty] both
can coniributle o environmen-
tal degradation. In order to
prolect environment, poverty
should be allevialed. Fof the
interest of protection of envi:
ronment, development pro-
cess should also pursue In
such a manncr so that in no
way il does destroy or/degrade
environmeonl Brundland
Commission recognized Lhis
stiuation and said that what is
nreded iIs the “Sustainabic
Development™ The World

Commission on Environment

and t (WCED) de-
fined. " Sustainable Develop-
ment is development that
meels: the needs of the
present without compromising
the ability of future gencrations
to meet their own needs.”

Human interventions creaie
threat to Wfe-su systems
both locally and globally.
Sustainable deve mrust
nol endanger the natural sys-
iems Lthal support life on earth:
the atmosphere, the waters,
the soils and the Mving beings.
Asia is a re with various
types development experi-
ences, It has Japan with most
various types development cx-
periences. It has Japan with
most advanced economies in
the world, It has South Asia
with several poor nations. In
between it includes several
counirics of East Asia. which
have industrialized themsclves
successfully. In South-East Asia
some more couniries arc in
the ve of crossing of this
threshoid.. For this reason,
preparation of a unigue strat-
ey for sustainable develop-
ment for the whole region will
not be a valid one.

Majority of the people of
Asfa live in the less developed
area of the continent.
Thercfore, a definition of sus-

|'

|-

FRICA [aces the choice

of becoming a "dinosaur

continent,” relegated to
the history books as the
continenl that became extinct
through years of post-
independence decline. Or it
may wsecize the last oppor-
tunities left to it to reverse the
irend towards economic and
social di tion.

That is the stark outline be-
ing presented in the 1990s as
most Alrican countries ap-
proach their third decade of
independence amid signs that
even modest achievements of
the early post-colonial era have

been lost. Comparisons with
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Why Only Africans’ Can
Save Africa

by Moira Levy from Cape Town

tion of Africa was the focus of
a gathering in Cape Town of
the Inter-Action Council. a
New York-based group of influ-
ential former government
leaders

A core group of 36 past
heads of government met for a
three-day summit. It included
Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia,
Maria de Lourdes Pintassilgo of
Portugal, Lopo Nascimenio of
Angola and Kamal Hassan of

Egypt. Draflt proposals will be
pul to a full scession of the

council ia Shanghai in May.
The accent of the summit,

called Bringing Africa DBack

into the Mainstream of the

put. roughly equivalent to that
of Belgiom, and accounts for

only one cent of world
trade. This has occurred over a
period when trade has become
the motor of development for
other developing eouniries and
regions.

In sub-Saharan Afriea in
1985, almost hall the popula-
tion lived below Lhe poverly
Hne, compared 1o an average

of 16 per cent across develop-
ing countrics

African countrics are not
only poor. Their poverty is
persisient, even endemie.
Compared with other develop-
ing countries, growth in

Three decades qfter
appalling
in Africa.

Kaunda and Jormen

marginalised
ﬁ:cudlpumln x

Africa's record

tainability should be found for rulhcrdtvthpm;nm most

the interest of the large ma-
jority of the
gion who share a broadly sini-
lar Jevel of economic and
development.

Because of limited supply of
resources in these coun-
tries, dévelopment must be
with optimum utilization of-
resources. Development

be equitable otherwise ex-
treme disparitics lcad to their
own logic of resource destruc-
tion. It must be environmen-
tally sound and it must fulfil
desire of peopie with the re-
sources available to them.

Abridged from a paper
ted at the seminar
on “Environment and

Develop-ment” at qushﬂl‘d
University.

(This is the concluding part
of a two-part feature.)

e e o

M‘tertheso-callul Operation Restore Hope, the
Americans have started to move out of Somalia. A
multinational force under UN supervision is to
replace them. While foreigners come and go,
many dedicated Somalis are nursing their country

back to normalcy.

One such person is physician

Dr Hawa Abdi Diblawe, who at her hospital near
the strife-torn capital Mogadishu, has been
treating war injuries and providing food and

lodging for d
Service repo
pmple.

laced families. Gemini News
on Hawa's devotion to her

LaFoole, it was just a few
rooms “for those who couldn't
afford the hospitals in
Mogadfshu or were too sick to
travel that far,” said Hawa.

In 1987, the hospital was
expanded to 40 in-patient
rooms, an out-patient elinic,
an operaling theatre and a de-
lvery room. It developed such
a reputation that wealthy
Mogadishu residents started to
come for Ireatment. The
money the hospital recetved
for treating well-off patients
subsidised the medical ser-
vices for the local poor. "No
one was turned away”, sald
[ lavwa

With the overthrow of
President Mohammed Siad
Barre in early 1991 and the
beginning of interclan fighting,
many of the hospitals in the
capital were closcd temporar-
fly.

Mariam Mohammed., a
nurse who serves as Dr Hawa's
deputy, remembers that [or
several wecks they treated 10
to 15 people a day for bullet
and shrapnel wounds. As food
became scarcer, and security
in and around Mogadishu con-
tinued to deteriorate, llawa
says, "We were overrun with

patients...as many as 150 per .

day.”

&

According to  hospital
records, belween November
1991 and November 1992, Dr
llawa and her stafl treated
27.300 patients — 9860 for
gunshot wounds — and deliv-
ered 770 babies.

Displaced families [rom
around the capital began to
scitle at the hospital. As unrest
spread throughout the country,
tens of thousands took to the
road in search of food and a
place to escape the escalating
vioclence,

“They came [rom all over,
from very far away," she said.
"Mothers and children just
walking down the road, not
knowing where they were
ing. It's hard to talk about t
time....there were so many dil-
ficult things we were seeing.”

In order to feed the several
thousand displaced who set-
tled at the hospital, Hawa
brought maize. beans, bananas
and grapcfruft from her [am-
ily's 120-hectare farm nearby.
When that food ran out, she

sold her gold jewellery to buy

maore,

Although the displaced at
L.aFoole camp came from sev-
cral different clans, there have
been no scrious inter-clan
squabbles. "We are all brothers
and sisters here. We are all one

notably Asia, leave Africa stag-

people of the re- Igrnngpm-bchtnd despite

the continent's abundant natu-
ral resgurces.

The world community fis
becoming fed up with a conti-
nent wracked by corruption,
civii war and economic mis-
management. International
funders and donors are now

should | oving “trade, not asd,” and

they are demanding evidence
of a commitment not only to
sound economic policies but
also to the principles and
practices of democracy.

This growing impatience in
world attitudes comes at a
time of a shift in international
focus on to the struggling
democracies of Eastern
Europe. The post-Cold War era
has broughl new demands and
challenges for the supcrpow-
ers, and thcir intercst in
Alfrica is waning.

The increasing marginalisa-

A Place of Hope in a Country at War

people — Somalis,” said Hawa.
in April 1992, UN
Children's Fund (Unicel],
which had been plying
esscntial drugs nndp other
medical supplies, started to
assist a supplementary feeding
ccenire and an associated ma-
ternal and child health centre,

Weak children are now
given a porridge containing
100 of UNIMIX, a sup-
plementary food, and Hi-
Encrgy Biscuits. The children
arc vaccinaled against measles
and receive oral rehydration
salts and antiblotics to combat
diarrhoea and respiratory In-
fections.

Unicel, Save the Children
Fund and the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), also donated plastic
shelter material to keep camp
residents dry during the rainy
scason to provide shade [rom

fie
u'.Ir"‘l?lr {ﬁlcwszlua dedication is the

driving force behind the hospi-
tal and the camp. The hospi-
tal's walls and floors are
cleaned every day and immuni-
sation equipment and medical
instruments sterilised.

Al one end of the camp,
Hawa and her stall run a school
where 400 children learn
Somali and English. She says
the school "is now just some-
thing to keep the children oc-
cupied”

Il the situation in the coun
try begins to improve, Hawa
would like to add more rooms
to the hospital and improve
the existing lacilities.

Although her family moved
to Nairobi, last year after her
husband was shot and severely
wounded in Mogadishu, Dr
Hawa says that she has no
plans to join them. "I love my
country too much 1o leave, and
my pcople need me. Whaicver
| am able to do, | will do for
them,” she sald — Gemini News

state corruption and

Internalional System, was on
the role Alrica itsell has to play
in halting its increasing

marginaliSation. The chuirmnn

General Olusegun Obasanijo,
who ruled Nigeria from 1976
to 1979, said: "The worsi-case
scenario is one of Africa being
reduced lo pestilence, discase
and war, of Africa becoming
the dinosaur continent that
people have 1o read about in
the history books.”

He said that for too long
Alrican counirics had fallen
back on the "casy scapegoats”
ol colonialism and neco-colo-
nfalism instead of considering
the role one-party rule and
ncpotism

had played in the marginalisa-

tion of the continent in world

alfairs.

Said Obasanjo: "What hap-
pened was thal bad politics led
lo bad economics which led to
a bad social situation and an
undesirable climate for in-
vestment.”

The reasons for the sidelin-
ing of the continent are com-
plex and varicd — and need to
be treated wilth some caution
as slatistics arc nol always
rcadily available and differ-
cnces between Africa's 50
states must be recognised.

In addition, it nceds to be
pointed out thal a number of
social welfare indicators sug-
gest a bottoming out of some
of the continent's problems.
Alricans are living longer, in-
fant mortality has decreased
and the ratio ol doclors and
nurscs to the general popula-
tion has improved.

Since 1965, average life ex-
pectancy has increased by one-
fifth. For example, in 1960, a
man or woman in sub-Saharan
Africa could e¢xpect to live to
about 42 years. Today that av-
crage i1s 51, Stmilarly, infant
mortality rates arc down by

one-third.

However, rescarchers also
caution that Aids, in effect, has
cancelled out further pro-
jected Improvements in mor-
tality rates, with an estimaled
85 per cent of the world's in-
cidence of the disease occur-
ring in Alrica, according to
World tealth Organisation es-
timates,

Some 25 to 30 years alter
independence, more than hall
the Alrican population still has
no ready atcess to health ser-
vices, almost two-thirds lack
supplies of sale water, and un
known numbers continue to
suffer from preventable dis
CIAREN.

Sixteen of the world's poor-
est 20 nations are in Alfrica
Trade Indicators are even
more sobering. Sub-Saharan
Africa contributes only 1.5 per
cent of werld economic oul-

independence African countries continue to syffer
economic conditions. Sixteen of the world's
its abundant natural resources,
mmmmm“m
the Inter-Action Council, a New York-
Zambian president Kenneth
 British prime minister Lord Callaghan.

20 nations are
continent has been

1990 estimate

Africa has been notably slow. In
many countries in the begin-
ning of the 1990s, per capita

_ Gmu Domuuc Product was

20 _fﬂ.rh ago
nind leng investment
rates were the same as they
were almost 30 years ng-

Some would argue t de-
- these pessimistic indica-
t;l: shifts in Africa towards
multi-party democracy and
market-led economies suggest
that decades ol post-indepen-
dence marginalisation are be-
ginning to be reversed.

The argument goes that,

poverty and underdevelop-
ment notwithstanding, parts of
Africa are undergoing a pro-
cess of democratisation that
will integrate it into the inter-
national community.

The post-independence
trend towards expending the
economic role of the state is
starting to be reversed, with
some countries — neotably
Ghana, South Africa, Tanzania,
Zambia and Benin — introduc-
ing liberalisation. Prices are
being deregulated, taxation is
being reformed, industrial pro-

.tectionism {s being reduced

and public enterprises are be-
ing privatised or reformed.

In the last 18 months, at
least six African countries have
held multi-party elections and
others have indicated some
willingness to do so. Kenya,
Zambia, Ghana, Namibfa, the
Seychelles and Angola have
gone to the polls in recent
months, with varying degrees
of success.

liowever, Africa has yet to
demonstrate its commitment
to the princi of democracy:
including a iree press, separa-
tion of the legislative and judi-
ciary powers, freedom of
assembly and association, an
end o government corruption
and the upholding of human
rights;

Such a commitment would

‘mean that the allegations of

corruption that accompanted
the Kenyan election would re-
quire the poll to be declared
null and void.

Commentators that in
the final instance the onus Hes
oni Africa to prove its creden-
tials. "The principles of
democracy don't h-elnng to the
Western world. are uni-
versal,” Lord C.lhq;h-n said.

“The form, the content and
the mechanisms of democracy
arise oul of the culture of each
country, There Is no one ays-
tem or form of democracy

spreads through the world: the
form of democracy must be de-
termined by each country de-
pending on its circumstances
and the context in which it
arises.” sald Callaghan

"But to some exten! the
process of reversing the
marginalisation of Afrfca can be
said to have begun already in
the sense that there is overall
agreement on Lhe continent
about the principles that char-
acterise democracy



