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Afghan leaders
meet tomorrow
to form cabinet

ISLAMABAD, Mar
Alghan leaders who signed lhr.:
Islamabad peace accord on
March 7 will meel inside
Alghanistan on Tuesday to dis-
cuss the formation of cabinct
and implementation of the ac-
cord, reports Xinhua.

This was announced by
Afghan Prime Minister desig-
nate Gulbuddin Hekmatyar on
Saturday aflernoon on board
the special plane of Pakistan
I’rime Minister Nawaz Sharil
while flying to Tehran [rom
Pakistan,

The would-be prime minis-
ter said every party would rec-
ommend ten candidates for
two portiolios in the cabinect
and ministers will be selected
on the merit basis.

Hckmatyar said the mecling
would continue for scveral days
because these issues demand
dctafled discussion and con-

Rains kill 20

- 1n Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Mar 14: At
least 20 pc:sle were killed
and six rains
lashed dillerent ul' the
country for the fourth consecu-
tive day Saturday, reports
reaching here said, reports
AFT.

Most casualties were in the
northwestern tribal area of
Bajaur where 18 pcople dicd
as mud houses collapscd on
Lthem.
e

About the future defence
minister, he "we will in-
duct such a n as dcfonce
minister who enjoys the
blessing of all partics.”

He expressed his beliel that
prescnt  delence minister
Ahmed Shah Mamd nnd mﬂh

Lia chief ﬂl‘l:hid ];
not create any or

the formation ur thl: gnvcrn-
ment as they want peace and
reconciliation,

The whole Afghan nation
docs not want war, he said,
adding that the 10-month kmf
battlc has proved bqrund al
doubts that no one can
anything out of ft.

Moreover, all

recd on the peace accord
:End it has cmerged as the ac-
cord of the entire nation. he
said.

He said the biggest prob-
lem he foresaw in taking over
as prime minister was estab-
lishing internal security.

He said the tssue of Dostum
would be discussed at the

mecting ol the heads,
the first of its kind since the
accord was

Hckunlynr-ndﬂmudm
also expected to hold an im-
purtlnlnmﬂrqlnﬂlbulprbr

tlo the announcement of the
new cabinet.

Masood declared .on
Saturday he was bound to ac-
cept the Islamabad accord as
his party chief and president
of the country Hurlunuddln

Rabbani had signcd it

parties have

=

TOKYO, Mar 14: Two days
aftcr North Korea abruptly
pulled oul of an international
accord on curbing the spread
ol nuclear weapons, an oflicial
newspaper told North Koreans
Sunday thcy should prepare for
batile, reports Al

The editorial in the ruling
(Communist) Workers Darty
newspaper Rodong Sinmun
was broadcast by oflicial Radio
Pyongyang and monilored by
the Radio Press scrvice in
Tokyo.

International nuclear in-

US and South Korean fm*ces in a jmnt. mlht.ary exercise mdenamed TEHI'I Spi!'lt
. — Star TV phnta

International

North Koreans asked to
prepare for battle

spectors demanded in Februa-
ry that Pyongyang o up two
facilitics that they believe are
part of plan to build a nuclear
weapon. But the North's pul-
lout Friday from the Nuclear
Non-I’roliferation Trcaty mea-

ns it can shul. olfl *suwp:.ﬂ

The Brily Star 5

facilitics from the outside
world.

The newspaper condemned
the "nuclear war moves of the
United States™ and said North
Korca's pulloui from the treaty
was a nuturul sclf-defensive
measure.”

[t called on all North
Koreans to adopt "a statc of
full batt'e readincss to be able
to firmly crush any villainous
provocalive moves by the en-
cmy forces.” No details were
given.

North Korea says it has no
plans to build a nuclecar bomb
and claims the suspect sitcs
are non-nuclear military factli-
ties.

The editorial adds to ten-

sions on the Korean peninsula,
dividid since 1945 between

the Communist North and the'
capitalist South.

On Saturday, South Korea's
delense minister ordered his
nation’s 600,000 troops to
maintain a “high state of alert”
in the event of a provocation
from the North. 5

South Korean troops were
already on alert for joint US-
South Korecan military exer-
ciscs that the North has de-
scribed as preparation for nu-
clear war,

The Rodong Sinmun edito-
rial also warned that if “enemy
forces™ level sanctions against
North Korea, "We will take
sclf-defensive measures.” It
did not say what those mca-
sures mighl be,

China’s parl.iame.nt opens today

Jiang Zemin may replace
Shangkun as president

BEWING, Mar 14: Chinese
Prestdent Yang Shangkun will
step down after a parllament
mecting that opens on Monday
today the being rﬂ;::trt-
ported today, reports r

it was the first official con-
firmation that the 85-ycar-old
president will go. e is widely
expected to b: replaced by
Jiang Zamin, who will hold the

concurrently with his po-
sition as General Secretary of

“The magaziné  also ' 'eon:

PIErly

firmed that Wan Li, Chairman
of China's parliament, the

" National People’'s Congress,

will iish his post.
Both Yang and
down from ﬂiﬂrﬂ' Cum“nitl:
Party posts at party’s 141
congress last October.
I::Hu;tl;r are
I:dn' retired main r -
sons of and to indicate a
clear generation break [from
the Long March veicrans who
have dominatcd Chincsc poli-
tica since the 1949 rvolution

Blaﬂt kluﬂ fOllr in Mﬂnﬂa- Four propk:

were killed and 34 others injured before dawn Sunday aficr a

man threw a grenade into a bar, police said, reports AP from
Manila.

The incident,
Saturda

from a

which occurred about | am (1700 CMT
y) in Manila’'s San Juan suburb, apparently stemmed
personal dispute, according to doctors and wilnesscs.

Police said two men were arrested aller a security guard

saw them fleeing the scene.

'l'h?r tried to get awmy in a tax

but were stopped by members of a neighbourhood anti-crime

waich patrol.

The two men denied having thrown the grenade but were
jafled pending investigation, police said.

Iran reopens

southwestern port of
Iran-lraq war,

from Nicosia.

Abadan is the hub of Iran's of] indus
monitored in Nicostia, said the port opencd Friday
IRNA said the reconstruction cost 1.2 billion rials (dirs 17

*d?ort of Abadan: i

ﬁ‘ﬂ'l‘fll in the 1980-88
has partially reopened aller 13 years, the
Islamic Hepublic News Agency reported Saturday, reports AP

miflion] and that 16,000 cubic mectres (860,000 cubic feet) of
the docks had been dredged of war debris.
it was not clear how much of the port, which was once a

major harbour, had been rebufit. IRNA said it was

open only to

ships with a dralt of 3 (o 7 metres (10 to 22 feet) which
would not accommodate large ofl tankers.

The port is on the Shatt-al-Arab, a narrow river which is a
natural border between Iran and Irmg. Aceess to the Shahtt-al-
Arab was a major reason for Lthe war.

182

drugs seized in Myanmar:

ktlugrlm.l of narcotic drugs were seized in

M}rnnmlr in January this

ycar, an oflicial report said here

Sunday, reports Iinhul from Yangon.
" Among the drugs captured were 128.83 kilograms ol

epium,
marfjfuana.

Mcanwhile the

authorities selzed

36.44 kilograms of hcroin and 17 41 kilograms of

134 48 Hires ol

phensedyl a local cough medicine which are used by some
drug addicts as substitution of narcotics

Last year, the Myanmar authoritics seized 2,193 kilograms
of optum, 266 kilograms of heroin and other narcotics.

editor killed in Colombia:

Gunmen kilied the editor of a dafly newspaper in the
Colombian town of Cucuta in front of his wile, police said on
Saturday. bringing te 100 the number of journalists killed in

Colombia since Augu

their home on Friday

st 1987, reports R:ul.:r from Bogota

Police sald three gunmen ridin
Eustorgiec Colmenares Baptista,
newspaper La Opinion, as ht and his wife were walking
night
Colmenares, 69, died uf cight gunshot wounds at a

‘: pick-up truck shot
undt“l" and tdlmr of the
into
His wife escaped unhurt
hospital in

the town on the border with Vehezuela about 380 km (240

milcs] northeast of Bogota

Local news media sald he was the 100th journalist to be
assassinated in Colombia since August 1987, around Lhe time
the government began cracking down more harshly on the

drug trade

NASA telescope repa

ir mission:

The National Acronautics and Space Mnirﬂltr-thn (NASA] is
planning a mission for December to repair the troubled hub-
ble telescope, Time magazine says in its {ssue due owut

Morday, reports AFP from New York

The 100-million dollar repair mission will

space walks and heavy equt
tory of the agency, the

more
than any other in the his-

magarine is reporting

“This is the mother of all repair mission,” said Frank
Cerollina, head of NASA's satcilite servicing programme.
"We're taking three to four tons of hardware inte orbit and
installing it over four days using two alternating crews. You're
tallking about a significant. exciting ploncering mission.”

“Britain committing "perfidious act
to control Hong Kong: China

HONG KONG, Mar 14: China
slepped up its attack on
democratic reforms for Hong
Kong loday accusing Dritlain of
commitiing a 'perfidious act’' in
orter to ktep a grip on its
thriving colony alfter 1997, re-
ports AFP.

“The British side sccks lo

foster its ts so as to main-
tain s { OVCT Of €ven
control Hong Kong and scrve

the interests of Britain alter
1997 them,” Beijing's
0 X a ncws agency
said tofay.

Deljing's flerce words have
flowed since Friday when
Governor Chiris Palien de-
cided to print an eloctoral bill
calling for expanded democ-
racy ahcad of 1997, when
China resumecs sovercignty
here,

The bill, a plan to extend
the eclectoral franchise to

nearby hall of Hong Kong's six
million people, was put forth

by patten in October.

“The British side tricd to
bring pressure to becar upon
the Chinese side by threatcn-
ing to publish the perverse
constitutional package of
Chiris Patten,” Xinhua said iIn a
commentary that appecared In
pro-Iicijing newspapers,

Xinhua did not identify the
British “dgents,” but the local
pro-DBeljing press uses the
lerm " pro-lritish, amti-China
agenis” 1o rcfer to liberal log-
islative council members who
want a quicker pace of democ-
ratization in both Hong Kong
and China.

Patten's decision to publish,
or “gazctter,” the bill came al-
ter a month of deferral, but in
a legislative council session
Friday, the Governor sald the
door was still open for talks

with China.

e added that the main
stumbling block was China's
rcfusal to accept three Hong
Kong officials — two of them
Hong Kong Chinese -- as full
members of a five-member
British negotiating team.

In a poll taken for Hong
Kong's Sunday Morning Post
ncwspaper, 51 per cent of re-
spondents said they thought
Patten should now to China on
that {ssue If that would allow
the talks (o go ahead.

Forty-ome per ccnt said they
nuppﬂt‘tﬂd the bill's gazetling
while 22 were against and 37
were unsure, the English-lan-
guage ncwspaper said. The
was taken nn}y hours HII:Dr
Pallen’'s announcement Friday

Gazctting the bill puts it in
an official qucue for formal
discussion in Jegislative coun-
Al sessions.

“This is a grave step delib-
erately designed to undermine
the Sino-Dritish talks,” Xinhua
said on the action.

"It has not only done scri-
ous damage to the basis of
Sino-Briiish consultations and
cooperation but also thwarted
the hopes of the pcople of
Hong Kong that the Chinese
and British government would
solve the problems through
negotiations,” it said.

British and Chincse officials
had been close to agrecing en
the terms for the talks, Xinhua
said, although polilical sources
in lHHong Kong said Friday the
gap between the two sides was
widening.

Xinhua added: “The porfidi-
ous act perpelrated by the
Dritish side and the Hong
Kong authorities is typical ol
the old tricks uscd by some
western politicians.”

- Off the Record

A model wears a long trandparent black Muslin dress with
silver embroidery and a matching transparent <hawl by
Lagerfeled for the Chloe Fashion
House during the presentation of the 1993-94 Fall Winter
ready to wear collection in Paris Saturcay.

German designer Karl

Toppohceaﬂ‘icer

CASABLANCA; Morocco: Prusccutﬂn have demanded the
dealth penalty for Morocco's national police commissioner. on |
trial for raping hundreds of women and girls and recording
the encounters on videotape, reports AP.

The prosccution accuses Mohammed Tabet, 54. of rape
‘wilh violence™ of about 600 women and girls, holding them
against their will and torturing them. |

In the scandal which has transfixed Morocco for the past
scveral weeks, prosecutors also asked lor a life senience for
Ahmed Washi, Casablanca’s regional police chief, who 15 ac-
cuscd of trying to cover up for Tabet.

He tosses grenade as singer

entertains others
MANILA: A drunk in a Manila bar, angry that the singer had

— AFP/ UNB photo

left him 40 tallk lo piher customers, tossaed & grenade al ne-
ather table killing four. people and infuring 34, pelice said to-

day, reports Reuter.
The suspect, who carriced

papers identilying him as a

ctvilan agent of the Bulacan Provincial police, was caught by

rcsidents when he tried escape

and taken to the

after the Saturday night blast
police statfon for questioning,

The blast killed the bar's owner and three others police

said, adding that many

of the injured were in critical condi-

tion and that the death toll could rise.

Police said the suspect beccame angry when the male
singer lcft him to entertain other customers.

20 killed in
Nepal bus
plunge

KATIHIMANDU, Mar 14. A
jcast 20 people were killed
and 23 others injured this
morning when a bus
overturned and fell 160 me-
tres (500 fcets) down a hill-
side, a lHome Ministry spokes-
man sajd, reports AP,

The accident esecurred on
the Mugling-Narayangadh Sec-
tor of the Prithvi [{ighway,
about 90 kilometres (56 miles)
southwost of here.

The bus, run by a travel
.Fhmb“. travelifing rom

hita tn castern Nepal
to Pokhara in the west, the
spokesman said, adding that
I8 pcople had died on the
spot while two expired later In
hospital

Twenty-three people were
being treated for (nfurics

Krishna Rao asks Kashmlri

youths to abjure violence

JAMMU, Mar 14: The
Janmmu and Kashmir Governor,
General (retd) K V Krishna
[Rao. has assured misguided
youlh ol theé state all govern-
ment help for their rehabilita-
tion il they gave up violence
and also promised 1o make ar-
rangements for sale return of
those who are now In Pakistan

occupled Kashmir, reports
Tl

In his first me o the
people of the state aller assu-

ming the charge of governer
for the second time, General

Rao said “all possible help and
assislance will be prw‘ch:l

misguided youth of vallcy l'ur
their rehabilitation I they ab-
Jure vickence and adopt peace-
ful course for finding sohation
lo thetr problems.”

Suttable lrrln#ml nt for

return of those of dur young-
men will be made who are
lined up across the border and
arc stuck up there”, gencral
Hao said in his to be
broadcast over local station of
All India Radio and Door-
darshan today.

llowever, he warned that
the operations against mili-
tants would continue till they
gave up arms and rcturned to
the mainstream.

Anolher report says: Over
5300 people have hl{cn prey
to miilitancy in the Kashmir
vallecy during the last three
yuans.

According to a stalc gov-
crnment publication a total
number of 5332 pcople were

killed in the wvalley till Dee-
ember 31 Iast year.

Trial of Egyptian
extremists
adjourned

again

CAITRO, Mar 14: The trial of
49 Muslim extremists accuscd
ol atlacks on lourisis was oncc
again adjourned on Saturday at
the request of the defence who
said it needed more time to
study theoir cases, reports AFP,

Delerce lawyers also com-
plained that their clicnts,
jatled in civilian jails run by the
Interfor Ministry, were “badly
trcaled”™. and secured a pledge
by the judges to transfer the
suspeets to military prisons.

The trial had opencd last
Tucsday at Cairo's Hakstcp
Military’'s Court but had becn

adjourned until Saturday at the °

request of the defence, who
charged that torture had been
used to extract confessions.

US has failed to adhere to
ME talks principles : PLO

AMMAN, Mar 13: A lop-
ranking PPLO oflicial accused
the United Stales Saturday of
[ajling 1o adhcre to the basic
principles of the Middle East
pcace talks, reports ADP.

"It fs-nol easy to go lo a sct-
tiement that has lost its prin-
ciples that (former US)
President Bush stated in his
initiative in 1991," said Farouk
Kaddoumi, head of the
'alcstine Liberation Organiza-
tion s political department.

At the outsel of the peace
process in October 1991, the
US administration sald ncgoli-
attons would be bascd on
Security Council resolutions
that demand the relurn of
lands Isracl scized f[rom
Jordan, Syria and”Egypl in the
1967 Middle East war in ex-
change for peace.

Palestinian offlicials have
complained that the Chlnton
administration has nolt con-
firmed its adherence to those
resolutions, ™

Last weck, the United
Stales and Russia sentl invita-
tions lo the ncgotialors —
Isracl, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan
and the Palestintans — to re-
turn to the pcace talks: in
Washington on April 20,

The Palestinlans say they
will not attend unlcas [sracl

repatriates about 400

Palestinians deported to south
Lebanon In December

Lebanon, Syria and Jordan
are to withheld a response un
til alter a Damascus mecting of
their foreign mintsters with

alestintan officials on March
28 and 29,

Fear, uncertainty gnp Bombay remdents

BOMIIAY, Mar 14: New fear
and uncertainly have gripped
the residents of Bombay  alter
a chain of murderous bomb
blasts on “black Friday”
brought high
rérism 1o India’s premicr city,

AFP.

The 11 cxplostons which
rip through the western
Indian metropolis lecaving
ncarly 300 ﬁo plc dead came
just when the city of 12 mil-
lion had begun to ease memo-
ries of the bloody Hindu-
Muslim riots two monihs ago,

Comparisons with Detrut
flared at the weckernd as resi-
denis pondered their future,
shocked by the of the
well-planned atlac in the
countiry’'s once-peacciul finan-
cial nerve centre,

‘Bombay is linfshed.” said
Kishore Chand, a taxi driver
from a village in the country's
north who came here eight
years ; "1 don’t think there
is any [uture at all here for
people ke me.”

"The riots were bad
enough” he went on. “] sent
back my family to the village
after the violenoe subsided. But
this is terrible. | am not sure if

| will stay."

tech urban ter- .

*Wha! have we donc to de-
scrve this" was Lhe question
many peoplc were asking after
the dcvastating cxplosions
The bombers™ targels in-
cluded prominent commercial
landmarks the Bombay Stock
Exchange and the Alr India

Ncarly 300 pcople were
killed, many blown to bits. and
about 1,250 injured. For the
first time in India, sophisu
cated car bombs were used

"Bombay flaunicd Hisell as
the new Betrut, r’hmllinﬁ it in
wealth, inflluence and [iitier,”
the Times of India said. "On
Friday it added a stmilarity that
nobody wanted.”

No cne has a definite idea of
who was behind the outrage.
Police say Sri Lanka’s Tamil
Tiger gucrillas, blamed for the
1981 bomb blast slaying of
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi are suspccls.

The bombers could not have
timed the attacks better.

The city had been crippled
for a weck and remained iIn
Hmbo for another [0 days al-
ler the canuary riots in which
ncarly 700 people were killed.
Thousands, mainly Muslims,
then flec,

=

NE“ DELHI: Police dogs nndhmbupru search for explosives amid

bombing Friday.

strewn I-utt.ery tickets
in New Delhi following an alert Saturday. India is on’a top seeurity alert after Bombay

~ AFP/UNB photo

UNITA condemns
UN resolution

LUANDA, Mar 14: Jonas

Savimbi's Nattonal Union for

the Total Liberation of Angela
(UNITA) on Saturday cen-
demned a United Nations
resolution that called for new
peace talks and which criti-
cised rebel violations of an car-
licr poace accord, reports AFP,
The autherfiics in Luanda
however wolcomed the UN
Sceurity Council reselutjon,
though #t made no comment
on the UN's cenditions for
restarting the peace proccss,

In an oditortal, UNITA radio
Vorgan criticized the United

Nattons and sadd, the UN has

~ lost all credibility in condemn-

ing UNITA®

On the UN Security
Council unanimously passed a
resolution demanding that
UNITA accept the resulls of
1992 tial and in-
mentary clections won the
incumbent, Eduarco Jose Dos
Santos, and his ruling Pepular
Movement for the Liberation of

Angola lHM

It wiso set &

g m-t
highest Hm
government and rebel

s el ives,




