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A Mamla Journalist Pleads for
Responsible Press

By Nancy Wong

With the successful outcome ol "people’'s
power” followed by the downlall of the corrupt
dictator, Ferdinand Marcos, the Philippines
were poised for a golden cra in democratic
governmeni. The press (forherly one of the
freest in Asia), which had been shackled for
nearly twenty ycars was liberated from the
gloom of total control. The Aquino administra-
tion acted quickly in restoring press [reedom,
with the Constitution reinforcing this pillar of
democracy by passing legislation that "No laws
should be passed that will encroach on the
frcedom of speech and the press.”

Due to long ycars of suppression, the media
scenc exploded with intense activity, with nu-
mcrous ncwspapers and magazines making
their debul. Concurrent with this proliferation
came the columnists — particularly of the po-
litical genre, who guw_- vent to their ideas and

feelings with great =
gusto and no secc-
ond thought to the
laws of libel. In one
instance, a daily pa-
per had to battle 60
libel suits against it
— all simultancous-
ly! Columnists who
gave unfettered rein
to feelings of ven-
geance, personal
dislike, and some-
times sheer bad
taste filled their
columns with un-
founded rumours,
were hauled to
court. Great liber-
ties were likewise
taken by réportiers
who did not bothér .
te verifl facts
whercby ollen read-
crs would find con-'
tradiclory accounts
of the same inei-

dent in different newspapers.

In the midst of such chaos and confusion,
bome groups of activists who had been involved
in the anti-Marcos movement, looked around
the media scene and to assess fls perfor-
mance; with the aim of correcting the excess-
€s.

In 1989, Melinda Quintos de Jesus, a vele-
ran journalist-editor, sct up the Centre for Me-
dia Freedom and Responsibility, with the ob-
jective. of Instilling the requiremenits of
rcsponsible journalism such as accu and
non-parifsan attitudes in politics; so that free-
dom of the press can gain greator ground and
remain a permanent feature ol democracy. Af-
ter all, il responsible practitioners in the pro-
fussion do not exercise judgement and
taste jnumnl'lﬂl will be In danger of "digging
thetr own graves” by
revulsed

in an interview with The Dnﬂy Star, de
Quintos disclosed that the Centre for Media
Freedom and Responsibility is a NGO, funded
by a Philippines foundation, the Jaimie Ongpin
Insiftute Dusiness and Covernment and the
Asia Foundalion. Its activilics revolve around
media and development seminars, media-
sccloral Interaction and dialogue sessfons as
well as organisi special lectures at which
Philippine ists learn about media per-
formance [rom their respected and expert-
egeed foreign counterparts.

Elaborating on this, de Quintos explainced
“Many different groups such as Lthose from the
clectronic media, presa, NGOs, scholars and
policy makers come together to focus on ur-
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gent issucs and the clarification of national pol-
jcies, One example is the discussion we had on
the negotation of the bascs’ treaty, Free dis-
cussions help to prepare the media 1o cover
complex situations. It s important for the me-
dia pcople to interact with diffcrent lcaders of
society, which include government as well as
forces outside 1L."

In order to counter the {ll elfects of frre-
sponsiblje and carcless conduct on the part of
some ‘black sheep' in the fraternity, de Quintos
is of the opinion that "the profession must have
a code of ethics which encourages excellence
in journalism.” Speaking on the appalling prac-
tice of plagiarism, she noted: "We have not had
very strict observance of the International Cop-

rite laws. In the Philippincs, therc have

cen numcerous cases of oulright lifting from
intcrnalional newsmagivines without so much

as a line of eredit
being ghven. In one
blatant case of dis-
honesly, a reader
pointed out the pla-
giarism of a report-
cr in one of the dai-
lies known for fits
"investligative

stance.” This re-
porter had simply
ltaken the words of
another reporter
[rom another papcr
and claimed them
to be his own. This
became quite a
“cause celebre”
cven in a city which
had become dan-
gerously “wild™ in
its lax attitude to
ecertain journalistic
norms. Undoubted-
Iy, the { be-
camc butl of jokes
among his more sc-

féus minded eulleagueﬁ'l The "Philippine Jowur-
nalism Review,” published by the Centre, has
in-depth articles which dcal with such deplor-
able malpractices.

During the period ol rec following Mar-
cos' ousicr [rom power, freedom of the
was a relatively new concept. That being the
case, de Quintos fecls that "we should work
more and more to prove that this is good for
the government. Unfortunately, there has been
at to take the worse aspects of adver-
sarial journalism that we see in the United
States with the result that you have criticism
which tends only to see the side of things,
thercby losing the perspective balance in the
overall picture and losing touch with reality. So
nmch so, that l"l!'ﬂdt.l"'ﬂ wrote in asking: 'Arc

things really tha adversarial for
hmimm 8 nol cnhance
" fesponsible journaltsm.* *©

Speaking in the same vein, she continuced,
"Some journalists have the media an im-
age of carciessness and irresponsibility as they
have provoked this kind of reaction by their

ractice of bﬂnknﬂn:‘!:r They wanl to sce

w far they can go and In the process, usc
language ich have no place (in civic dis-
course — such as name-calling. cven describing

defects of some public officials. This
can only do real. damage to the profession as a
whole.”

Human beings what we are: fallible and
prone to get oul of hand, it is clear there is a
nced for ing democracies [such as Ban-
gladesh) to set up an organisation like Lhe Cen-
ire Jor Media Freedom and Democracy.
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200 vessels run aground for lack

of signals in Padma, Jamuna

Some 200 wvesscls like
ships, ferries and boats ran
aground on shoals in MPadma
and Jamuna rivers for lack of
signal lights and many of them
were said to have been looted
by thugs in the last three
months, reports UNB.

According to sources at
Aricha terminal, at lcast 13
dacoitics were committed in
the two river routcs during last
six months, in which three
pcople were killed and about
70 injured and property worth
and cstimated Tk 35 lakh was
looted,

Somec bandits, allegedly in
connivance with a section of
rcsponsible people, take away
signal and beacon lights used
for navigation in Aricha-
Nagarbari, Daulatdia-Aricha
and Aricha-Baghabari routes,
endangering water transporta-
tion ol people fram 36 north-
ern and southern districts of
the country

Sources in the Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) told UNB

correspondent that aboul -
3.000 signal lights, including
200 beaenn lights, were stolen
by these clements in the last
one year till February 28

The sources fearcd road
communications and rive
transportation between the
national metropolis and north
and southwestern regions ol
the country might be dis-
rupted shortly il effective mea-
sures against the culprits are
not taken immediately.

Organised interdistrict da-
coils, in some cascs, des
signal and beacon lights and
conduct their operation even
in presence ol helpless mem-
bers of law enforcing agencics
assigned to escort ships and
ferrics to their destinations.
The dacoits use firearms, ram-
daos, axcs and other sharp
weapons in the operations.

Respective police stations
in every incident had allegedly
failed to bring to book the cul-
prits even alfler filing cases.

The sources said two types

Render more dedicated

services, Oli to engineers

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed yesterday called
upan Lhe en to render
more dedicated services for
the development of communi-
catfons nctwork of the country
which is the pre-requisite for
all mational development ap-
proaches, rcports 1SS,

He was addressing as chicl
gucst the installation cere-
mony ol Roads and Highways
Diploma Engineeérs’ Aassocia-
tion and itar party at the
Sarak Bhaban.

State Minister for Commu-
mications Fazlur Rahman Patal,
Ronds and Transport Scereta
Syed Rejaul Hayat, Roads
I ighways Chiel Enginecr Alaur
Rahman, Bangladcsh Institu-

BTV

- —

il

Dr Abdullah Farouk, Cl‘uirmnn Benrd of Direr:tzrr: of B%Rﬂ
terday that lppruved the half yearly aceounts of the Bangstha.
Managing Director of BSRS is seen on his right along with nther directors.

BSRS earns Tk 2.12 cr

as pre-tax profit

Bangladesh Shilpa Rin
Sangstha [ISRS) carned a pre-
lax proit amounting to Tk.
2.12 crore during the six
monihs ending December 31,
1992. This was disclosed while
approving the hall yearly au
dited accounts of DSRB iIn the
40th emer meeting of
the Board of Directors of HSRS
held on 14th March, 1993 un-
der the Chairmanship of Dr.
Abduflah Farouk, Chairman,

ment for the same period in

<don of the dissolution
of BSRS and fis transfer to
Development Bank Limiied

by April, 1993 After

such Lransicr DI3L would fssue
the prospectus for sale of 45%
of its Class "A" shares 1o local

and Joreign financial institu-
tions.

The balance 50% would
then be oflered to general pub-
lic while the Government
would retain nearly 5% of Class
"A" shares. Apart from approv-
ing the audiied accounts Lhe
Board considered some admin-
istrative and operational issucs
concerning opening of bran-

ches for commercial banking
opcrations and sanctioning of
additional loan to the tune of
Tk. 1.02 crore equivalenl in
foreign currency for import of
mac and Tk 21.50 lakh
io be disbursed in local cur-
rency for rehabilitation of one
of ita financed sick projocts.
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rﬂd:ng over the meeting yes-
Mamun-ur Rashid,

Painting contest

for children
March 19

Jnjr Bangla Sangskritic

ajol, in obscrvance of the

?3:‘ irth anniversary of

Hangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Hahman, will hold a painting

competition for children on

March 19 at Bangabandhu

[ihaban, a press release of the

orgamisation said yesterday,
reports [1SS,

The subjcets of the compe-
litlon are ;| for "KA" group [Age
4-8) open, for "KHA™ group (9-
12) Muktijuddha and the role
of the collaborators and for
"GA" lmuz Bangabandhu and
Bangladcs

The ecompetltors must
reach Lhe venue before B-00
am with painting matcrials.

On the ina day poet
Begum Sufia Kamal will dis-
tribute s a the win-

ncrs of the last year's competi-
tion.

Monday
%00  Opcriing announcemcnt
Al Quran
Programme summary
510 Nows tn Bangla
525 Cartoon : | want to know
5-50 Mahe Rumaan, | laam d and
Naa 't
6:30 Open University
708  Dobwmie
800 News in Bangla
830 Aponar Dactar
00 Magniine programme
Lpethar
10:00 News in English
10:30 Mother Love
11:40 Tomorrow's programme
sUMMATY
11:45 Closing '

tion of Diploma Engincers’
President Safluddin Sarker

and newly elected President of -

the Assoclation Mirza Nazrul
Islam and General Secrclary S
M Salckin also spoke on the
occasion.

Olf Ahmed asked the engl-
neers (o be strict In supcrvis-
ing and monfitoring the phasecs
of implementation of various
projects so that they could
carn reputation of I.hcﬂpk

Chehlum
Chehlum of Golam Akbar,
lormer Deputy Secretary, Govt
ol Bangladesh and an Advocate
ol Dhaka Dar Assoctation will
be held on March 18 (Fhurs-
day) at 72/C Azimpur Colony,

Dhaka, says a press release

yesterday.

A milad mahfil will be held
alter Asr prayer on that date
fullowed by doa and illar.

Fricnds, relatives and ad-
mirers of the deceased have
boevn requested (o attend.
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Temperature may rise

By Staff Correspondent
Rain or shower accompanicd by temporary gusty wind (s

likely to occur over the re

e
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regions of Bogra, Pabna, Dhaka,

Mymensingh, Tanga#l, Comilla and Sylhet during the next 24
hours commencing 6pm Sunday, Mct office forceasts.
Weather mliwrrrmlin mainly dry elsewherc across the

county during {
Day

period, I adds.
lemperature is lkely to rise by ong to twe drgrﬂ-

Ceélsius during the period over the country, it says.
The highest temperature of the country on Sundiy 385
degree Celsfus was recorded at Jesaore while the lowest, 17.6

degree Celslus was at Rajshahi.

The sun sets loday (Monday) at 6.08 pm and rises

tomorrow [Tuesday) at 6.07am.

The maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded at important c¢itfes and towns of the couniry on

Sunday were as ollows:

Citics /Towns Temperature Hunddity in
pereeniage
Max Min Bam IE\

Dhakea 33.8 230 R2
Chittagong 204 220 HY 80
Rajshachi 37.3 17.8 47 28
Khulna 35.6 23.0 7 43
Cox's PBazar 20.0 22.8 B3 RO
Sylhet 30.5 19.0 74 66
Jessore AR5 21.5 -
Rangpur 32.4 I86 7 45
Bartsal 33.8 23.0 90 T8

of beacon lights were hugely
stolen rgcently. These lights,
cach costing about Tk 1.25
lakh, were bought during the

days of Pakistan.
AL nt, three lightmen
in Aricha-Nagarbari, two in

Aricha-Daulatdia and 6 in
Aricha-Baghabari routes are
working against 25 sanctioned
posts.

There is no boat or s
boat of BIWTA to inspect
ing of riverine routcs. There is

also no shed at the lightpost
for the lightmen to take shel-
ter at night or even in rainy

darys.
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Hijacked clothes worth
Tk 10 lakh seized

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 14:
Siddhirganj Police in a raid
last night recovered a huge
quantity ol hijacked garment
clothes worth about Taka 10
lakh from a garments factory at
Mirpur Kazipara in Dhaka, re-
ports 58,

According to police
sources, a truck load df clothes
was hijacked by a group of four
robbers from Mizmizi on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway on
the night of March 11 while it
was coming to Dhaka after be:
ing loaded from Chittagong

port.

The robbers boarded the

truck at Mcghnaghat i1 the
cvening in the guise of auto-
mobile mechanic when some
trouble developed in the en-
gine of the truck,
“ Police on seccret informa-
tion raided the garments f[ac-
tory on Saturday night and re-
covercd the clothes and ar-
rested [ive persons of the hn
tory.

A case has been registercd
with Siddhirgan] TDPolice
Stition,
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BANGLADESH EXPORT IMPORT CO. LTD.
Registered Office : 17 Dhanmondi R/A, Road No. 2, Dhaka-1205

T TO THE DEBENTURE HOLDERS

Notice is hereby given that the Debenture Transfer Book of the
“'Company will remain closed from Tuesday, the 30th March, 1993 1o~
Saturday, the 10th April, 1993 tb6th days inclusive) in order to
facilitate the payment of principal (4th instalment) and interest on
Debenture for the period from 11th October, 1992 to 10th April, 1993
and during that period no transfer of Debenture will be effected.

Dated 14th March, 1993

By order of the Board
Director

ARE YOU
PLANNING TO

SET UP AN INDUSTRY
OR EXPAND
THE PRESENT ONE ?

Call on us for engineering and
solve your power supply problems.

We manufacture Substation equipment
to suit all requirements.

GEC is the largest local manufacturer

and supplier under one roof of :

* H.T. Switchgear

* L.T. Switchgear
* Motor Control Centre

* power Factor improvement Plant
* Distribution Transformer

* Standby Diesel/Gas generating set

BUY GEC, BUY RELIABILITY

We also supply spare parts and guarantee after sales service.

FEC

The General Electric Co. of Bangiadesh Ltd.

e Magnet House @ | Shahid Abdul Halwm Road
12, Dilkushe C/A  Dhaka Chirtagong
Phone | 248031-8 267810 Phones 208275 6 204530

Khulna
Phone 80817

e House No. B-18 Majid Sarani
Sonadangs Reniiential Areas

e Kamor Lodge -
Sherpur Road

Bogra
Phone - 6618



