12 The Burily Btar

DowN 1O EARTH

The pollution caused by mo- -

tor vehicles by their back
smoke emisstons has been
steadily increasing in the city
with the growing motor traflic
on the city roads. Though the
owners of mechanised trans-
ports know it well that such
excessive exhaust beyond al-
lowable limit is harmful to
health. many of them do not
generally take corrective steps
in this

According tu sources in the
Department of Environment, if
we are to effectively control
the smoke pollution from mo-
tor vehicles, the first require-
ment I8 to insist rigidly, before
they are allowed on the roads,
on their fithess certificate with
particular reference to the fit-
ness of their exhaust system.
According to available statis-
tics, about 60 thousand cars,
jeeps and microbuses run at
present on city roads. Of them
only 21 thousand 982 have fit-
ness certificate. Of 24 thou-
sand buses and trucks, only 5
thousand 692 have such cer-
tificate; whereas out of a total
ol about 20 thousand tempos,
mishuks and autorickshaws,
only B thousand 518 have fit-
ness certificate. According to a
survey conduced by the
'} Department of Environment,
commercial vehicles are the
worst offenders in this re-
spect. The vast numbers of the
vehicles, which have no fitness
certificate, yet ply on the
roads, give a clue to the enor-
mity of the problem of smoke
pollution facing the city.
Competent observers are of
the view that an effective way
of dcaling with the problem is
for the police to play a pre-
dominant role in ensuring that
no vchicle plies on the roads
without the fitness certificate.

By AS M Nurunnabi

Knowledgeable quarters fecl
that the existing provisions of
law do not act as adequate de-
terrent. The police take action
against the defaulting vchicles
under the Motor V:ﬁlclea Act
and start a case which later
ghes to a Magistrate's court for
decision, The penal proviston
of the law is not stringent
enough in as much as the
maximum penalty that can be
fmposed on the owner of a
faulty vehicle s only Taka 200,
Moreover, there are certain
points which are said to be not
covered by the law. For exam-
ple, there is no definition of
the offending black smoke.
Also no equipment or labora-
tory is available for collection
and examination of black
smoke. Observers believe that
the law should be suitably
amended mw:nnF the lacunac
and providing for stringent
measures.

Recently a drive was
launched by two mobile courts
in the Dhaka city against vchi-
cles with faulty
It s open to doubt whcther
such steps which are irregular
can improve things. According
to source in the Department of
Environment, drives to be suc-
cessful should be carriced on in
a systematic and sustained
manner. It is suggestcd by
them that a mobile squad
should be formed with repre-
sentatives ol Department of
Environment, Metropolitan
Police and BRTA. Such squad
should undertake drives twice

week to haul up vehicles
guilty of black smoke cmis-
sions. Repeated oflenders
should be dealt with by scizure
of their ‘»ehicles.,

Knowledgeable sourtes

stale that owners of vehicles

exhaust system.”

Smoke Pollution Threatens City Life

can stop emissions ol oflend-
ing exhaust lumes by incurring
a small expenditure. The prob-
lem can, however, be tackled
in a more ellective way and
with a little morce cost il the
vehicles could be fitted with
catalytic convertor, 4 mecha-
nism for ensuring clean fumes.
To- adopt this system. it is
necessary Lo ensure casy avail-
ability of that mechanism, ei-
ther by fmport or by local
manufacture.

Emission af black smoke
from & vehicle takes place
when there 1is incomplele
burning of fuel on account of
worn-ofl piston ring. It also
takes place when adulterated
fuel and lubricant are uscd. In
a receat inter-ministerial
meeting, it was recommended
that a committee headed by an
officer of the Petrolecum
Corporation be formed with
representatives of the BRTA,
Police, BSTI, Decpartment of
Environment and owners' as-
sociation to look into the
question of adultcration of fu-
els and lubricants.

The grime need of the hour
is genuine desire of the own-
ers of vehicles to extend their
cooperation in the betterment
of environment and in preser-
vation of public health. It is fu-
tile to think that mere obser-
vance of environment weeks or
undertaking ol perfodic drives
against offending vehicles will
be enough to maintain a
healthy environment. What is

needed is that everyone of us
as well as the vehicle owners

should be altve to the gravity of
the situation and should be
helpful and cooperative in en-
suring a belicr ¢nvironment
for the present and for the fa-
ture.

Yeltsin storms out
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voters to decide whether to
allow private ownership of
land, a economic re-
fjorm that the Communist-
dominated Congress has

balked at taking
Parltamentar Speaker
Rusian Khasbulatov, Yeltsin's
chiefl rival for power, an-
nounced that Congress would
convene Saturday o debale
the referendum, as well as
simultaneous clections
lor L and members of
Congress. The Congress voted
to place both jlems on the

agenda.

Yeltsin lold lawmakers be-
fore walking out thal if they
did not remove ithe power
limiting measures from the
resolution, "1 shall really be
forced o think about addi-
Uonal! measures W preserve
the - balanee of powers in the
country.”

Although he did not spell 1o
the deputies what measures he

would take, aildes said he
would press for the national

Mnn 25.

* "i's much betier to go o0
polling places than to take to
the streets,” Deputy Prime
Minister Serget Shakrai toid
reporicrs.

in addition, it is

clections would be held early
for both the president and

pariiament.
speaker Ruslan
tov, Yeltsin's main ri-
val lor power, is secking simul-
tanecous elections. Currently,
prcsidential clections are
scheduled for 1996 and par-
clections hr 1995

US oefficials in
Washingion on M that
Yclisin was weighing the dis-
solution of and emer-
gency rule, but First Deputy
Prime Minister Viadimir
Shumeiko told reporters not
to cxpeet such a sensation.

Novertheless, Yelisin  lold
the deputics he had reached
his limst

I have donc everyihing

possible to reach an accord,
proposed  a number of ver-
sions for compromise, listencd
tv opinions, Ltho in many
cascs thoy took foul and somw-
tmoes insulting forms,” Yoltsin
said as the lawmakers Hstoned
uneasily in the Grand Kremlin
Palace.

“There Is only an extrencly
small selection ol nwans kefi o
mainiain the stability of the

situation, he said.
BBut the deputies renuained

unmoved by his spoceh . ignor
ing his suggestion o remove
the power-limiting provisions
of the resolution.

Shakhral said Yclisin und
the Congress had reached a
standofl

8 more die of

diarrhoea

BARISAL Mar 12 Diarrhoca
claimed eight lives and at-
tacked about 800 people in six
districts of Barisal (Mviston In
last 24 hours, official sources
said today, reports UND

With this, the dcaith toll
from the epidemic rosc Lo 751
and the number of those al
tucked to 37,018 since the
outbreak of the water- borne
discase 11 early January

The aflected districts are
Bartsal, Jhalakathi, Mrojpur,
[dear Patuakhall and [$hola.

Of the latest report of Lhe
death, four came [rom Jhala
kathi and two each from [Bhola
and Patuakhall.

Bangladesh a
real friend:

KuwaitL envoy

"Hangladesh is a real (rend
of Kuwait" the special envoy of
the Emirate told UNB Friday
mormning prior o his departure
for home alter two-day visit
here

The special envoy, Edu-
cation Minister of Kuwail,
Ahrnwd Al Rubei, was seen off
4l Zia international Airport by
his llangladesh counicrpart
Jamdr Uddin Strcar.
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Shefali

By Staff Correspondent

As no one claimed the body
of Shelall, she was burltd al

dadagel owf ey it Al

Earlier autopsy of the body
wis done at the Forensic
Department of Dhaka Medical
College. Bul the investigating
agency is yet to reccive the re-
port.

Shefali, 15, a maid-servant
i1y the house of an air - hostess
Umme Salma Islam. at r
wus murdered early T
Salma indicted for the murder
was scnl o the Dhaka Central
Jail afier she had made a con-
esstonal statement before a
Mctropolitan Magistrate Thu-

Mecanwhile, Shcifali's parcn-
Lage is yet to be known. As per
the provision, the medical
authority handed over the
body of the maid to the U
man-e-Maflidul [slam alter
awail of 72 hours yesterday af-
Lernoon, a source said.

A senfor officer in the
Dhaka Central Jail told The
Daily Star last night that they
were yel to receive the sus-
pension order served by Biman
lo Umme Salma Islam uniil
yeslerday

However, concerned au-
thority of Biman DBangladesh
Airlines sent the order o the
Deteetive Branch of Police
Thursday night.

| awyers move a bail
petition on behall of the ac-
vused before the Chiel Mctro-
politan Magistrate today

(Saturday).

Student stabbed,
robbed at

Keraniganj

By DMCH Correspondent

A college student, U 23,
was siabbed and of his
cash and other belongings at
Karaniganj on the outskirts of

the i Friday mo
Upal, a student of BA

class of Jagannath University
College, was admitted to the
IYhaka Medical College
tosptial (DMCH) with several

stuh injuries yesterday

When he was at a market at
Hrmnm.lmﬂflﬂ\ml‘l
altacked him and sna d
Tuka 13,140, a wrist-watch
and a gold chain at around )0

am yesterday, said Upjal.

Awami Le

 Gauvreau (right) at an iftar party hosted

ague Chief and Leader of the Op

position in Parliament "-ihmkh Hﬂsmn ﬂankui by
the Japanese Ambassador Toshio Saiki (left) and the Canadian High Commissioner Emile

by Hasima at her Minto Road official residence

yesterday. Also seen in the picture is Awami League leader Abdus Samad Azad (far right).

Bombay : 200 killed
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lers in N:rimln 'oint among a

cluster of high-rise commer-
1] buildings.

An empl of Singapore
Afrlines who didn't give his
name said he saw a vchicle go
up Iin flames in the driveway
outside the entrance to an un-
derground parking lot. A yel-
low sign read, "Entry for au-
thortzed vehicles only.”

The Bank of Oman, which
leased space on the street
level, was destroyed. Tajder
Haider bloodted from dcep
gashes in his face, said the
bank was suddenly obscured by
thick smoke.

"There was a total blackout.
I opened my eyes and there
was nothing in front of me”
he said.

At the [ashionable shopping
district cf Century Bazar, about
6 miles (10 kms) from the
stock exchange, a dcvice that
exploded near a waiting bus
blew a 10-foot-by-8-foot crater
in the street. A tree sct among
the tall bufldings was black-
ened, and the strect was lit-
tered with human and material
debris.

"It was a bed of broken glass
and hands, legs and bodies,”
said Mecna Menon, an Indian
reporier. "Some passcngcrs
flew in all direction. The
driver's body fell on a buiflding
100 fect away.”

A bomb exploded on the
ninth floor of the luxury
Searock Hotel in north

Bombay where an English team
was staying for a five-nation

field hockey compctition.
Three people were cut by
glass.

The tournament, also to be
atiended by France, Poland
and Russia, was posiponed in
January because of the riots. It
was likcly to be called off for a
sccond time.

One bomb exploded near
the offices of the Shiv Scna, an
extremist lfindu group that
was held responstbie for incit-
ing the January riots.

In & country thal has wil-
nussced all manncr of ethnie,
riligious and nationalist vio-
lnee in 48 years of indepen-
dence, the devastating car
bomb assault was a ncw expe-
rience that sent terror through
the city.

“There Is. pantkc in  Lhe
whole of Bombay,” saikd slock

DPRK
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the nuclcar issuc and also be-.
cause of joint U S—South
Korean mililary cxcroises that
are usually held on an annual
brasis.

“The withdrawal from the
NPT (Nuclear Proliferation
Treaty) s a well justificd sclf
defenstve measure against the
nuclear was mancuvers of the
United States and the unjust
act of the offictals of the secre-
tariat of the International
Atomic Encrgy Agency,” said
the agency report, monftored
in Tokyo.

The decision was madc
Friday by Norith Korca's
Central Peoplc's Commitlee,
its equivalent of a Cabinet. the
Ay v parted

North Korca, pin ol the last
hard lind Communist nations,
carlicr had rejecicd a February
25 uliimatum from the Vienna
bascd AEA giving it enc
month 1o accepl o special in
spoection of two sitcs suspected
ol baing nuclear wasic dumps.

North Korea insisis thatl its
nuclecar programnwe s for
peactful purposcs only

The IAEA madc the request
aller fts inspectors were do
nicd access carly in Fchbruary
lo two buildings at Yonghyon,

| the site of what is thought lo

be the North's main nuclear
complex. The agency also was
sceking explanations aboul ma
icrials shown lo inspeciors by
North Korea

South Korca warned rival
North Korea Friday that it is
prepared to cope militarily
with provecations resultin
from the North's withd
from a nuclear control treaty.

The warning came as world
lcaders reacted with shock to
North Kerea's decision to
withdraw f[rom the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. They
siticdd the withdrawal would have
grave securily repercussions
for the Asian region and the
wnrld

broker Harpreet Kaur, 29,

Chief Minister Sharad
Pawar, the highest elected ofl-
[iclal of Maharashtira state,
summoned reinforcements of
paramilitary troops, [earing
another round of communal
trouble.

Shortly after the blasts,
scattered Hindu-Muslim vio-
lence crupted in several parts
of the city. Witnesses saw mobs
burning cars, looting shops
and throwing stones.

There was no evidence to
suggest that the bombs were
rclated to the Hindu-Muslim
violence that swept India In
December and January. But in
this edgy city, any incident
could reignite the trouble.

The riots began aflter Hindu
zealots demolished a Muslim
shrine in the northern town of
Ayodhya. They subsided afier
three weecks, but suddenly
crupted again In Bombay in
January. The official death toll
nationwide was 1,940 in two
months.

Pawar refused to say whom
he suspected for the bombing
wave, but said it was appar-
ently an attempt to undermine
efforts to bring harmony back
to llombay or to disrupt India’s
cconomy by striking at its fi-
nancial heart.

“There .has to be pcrfm:t
planning” for this kind of ac-
tion, Pawar told reporters.

He advised Bombay's 12
million residents to be on alert
for more bombs, 10 lock thetr
cars and check the bascments
of tall buildings. The city, ltke
India, is about 82 pcr cent
Hindu and 12 per cent
Muslim.

Teams ol explosives cxperts
from the Research and
Intelligence Wing, which is
India’'s foreign intelligence
branch, and the domestic
agency, the |[ntelligence
Bureau, were rushed to
Bombay .

Mcanwhile, Prime Ministicr
'V Narasimha Rao pledged to-
day to catch and punish the
bombers.

Rao, 71, expressed shock
and sorrow at the blasts and
urged to maintain the
peace a not allow them-
selves o be swayed by ru-
mours.

in a staterment almost scven
hours after the first of the ex-
plosions rocked the Bombay
siock exc , the Premier
described the blasts as
inhuman and criminal.’

NP leader, L K Advani, fcit
the tragedy involving today's
bomb explosions was a handi-
work of a country inimical te
Indita and said Pakistan’'s Inter-
Statcs Intelligence (I1SI) may
have been frvolved.

“The needle of suspicion ol
clearly points to the 1S1. This
is not a communal problem,
but . an Inlcrnatio onc,” Mr
Advan) said In a stalement
here tonght

Bosnia
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to any kilings.
Ncither entercd pleas Lo
the charges on Friday.
Mecanwhilc, a report [rom
Tuzla adds: British soldiers

hoping to evacuate sick and

wounded [rom an ecastern
Hoantan enclave were tsapped
Friday by despermie Musiim
women and children and their
Serb bestegers.

Equally red, Boa-
nia s Muslim- government

said it would accept an inter-
mational peace plan with some
rescrvations and urged the
immediate resumption of
peace lalks Serbia's hard- Jine
president agreed to press
Bosntan Serbs to atiend

As many as 2,000 Muslim
women and children blocked

the Britons’ road oul of Kon-
jevic Polje, prolesting Serb
demands that no men leave
and wounded Muslim soldicrs
be treated at Serblan hospitals,
said Peter Kessler, UNHCR
spokesman in Zagreb,

Gallego satd the dcsperaic
Muslims also demanded an
immediate ceasc- fire and the
permanent deployment of UN
milflary observers in the war
battered town.

Callege sald Scrb forves
besteging Konjevic Polje also
sct new demands: that fuiure
UN asd have no mitli-
tary escort, and that all Scrb
civillans and woundod woldiery
be evacuated from Saragcevo

— Star photo

Hasina hosts
iftar for
diplomats,
editors

Opposition leader Sheikh
llasina yes hosted an if-
tar party at her 29 Minto Road
residence In honour of diplo-
mals and editors of national
dailies and periodicals, chicls
of banks-insurances, au-
tonomous bodics and clite of
the city, reports UNI.

Before {ftar, Hasina ex-
changed greetings with the in-
vitees.

Those who attended the if-
lar party Included US
Ambassador to Bangladesh
Willlam B Milam, British High
Commissioner Sir Colin | n
Japanese Ambassador Toshio
Saiki., French Ambassador
Lacombe Jean Michel,
Canadian High Commissioncr
Emile Gauvreu, Australian High
Commissioner Richard Gate,
Chinese Ambassador Zhan
Xujiang, Indian  Hig
Commissioner K Raghunath,
Pakistani High Commissioner
Anwar Kemal,
Ambassador Edward s
Shevehenko, Charge D'Alfairs
of Brazil Mario Chsar Pitao,
Belgian Ambassador Zavier RR
Migem, Indonesian
Ambassador Soemakno Iswadi,
Ambassador of Kuwait
Mohammad Ebrahcem Al
Nijran, Swedish Ambassador
Bjorn Steernby, Ncpalese
Ambassador Lok Bahadur
Shreshtha, Netherlands
Ambassador
Phi Ambassador Csar C
Pastores, ltalian Ambassador
Dr Claudie Pacifico, C

D'Affairs of Qatar Md Abdullah

S Al-Subail, Palestinian
Anibassador Md Shata Zarab,
Romanian C D’'Affairs lon

Bonochea, Charge D'Aflairs of -

UAE Hassan lssa Mahmood,
Malaysian High Commissioner
Ahmed Fuzi Haji Abdur Razak,
Bhutanese Ambassador Karma
I}nr&c, Charge D'Allairs of
Embassy of Kuwait Hasan
Bader Al Eqab.

The iftar was also altended -

by Poet Begum Sufia Kamal,
Jahan Ara Imam, UNHCR mis-

ston chief Darioush,
WHO Representative in’
Bangladesh Dr A N A
Abeyesundere.

Among the edilors Mainul
llosein, Anwar Hossain Man
S M Ali, Anwarul Islam :
Sanaullah Noori, D P Barua,
Matiur Rahman, Kazi Shahed
Ahmed, Mokbul Hossain,
Jawadul Karim and President
and General Secretary of DUJ
Shajahan Mia and Altafl
Mahmood were present.

Talks fail
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movemcal by using the Anii-
Tefrorism Law, he added
while talking to the Daily Star.

The Jute Minister A S M.

Hannan Shah while mecling
the Patkal Sramik Sangram
Parishac lcaders at the BJMC
Bhaban alse requesticd the
labour leaders to pul ofl the
48-hour shutdown lic told the
meeting that it would take
time (o announce the mini-
mum wages for he workors.

The minister askced the jule
mills leaders if thcy were
ready o reach an accord on
the jute mills workers de-
mands and offcred payment of
a portion of arrear salarics, as
per the proposed wages before
the Eid.

The labour leaders rejecting
the offer said partial imple-
mentation eof any demand
would not be accepiled. The
minisier asked the leaders to
contact him Salurday cvening
to fix fresh time for further
negolilion.

UND adds: SKOI" will sit
with different political partics
and their student fronts today
to matke the strike a success. It
will also hold mectings at dil-
ferent places of The country
and bring out torch procession
in the capital on March 14

Mcanwhile, leadcers of jute-
textile -sugar mills hold a
mecting with SKOP leaders to
make the strilee a suecess.

Patkal Sangram Parishad
will take out & precession (o
day from in front of National
I*ress Club to drum up suppeort
for the nationwide strihe

Russfan
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m

ganisation of the Islamie
an Islamic observer force 10
an OIC official sald. OIC

Secretary General Hamid Al Gabid made the offer to rival
Alghan leaders who earlier today signed a peace deal in
Islam’s holiest city, Mecea'in western Saudi Arabia, reports

Clinton plays down
Russian crisis

WASHINGTON, Mar 12: President Clirton on Friday played
down the crisis in Russia as a parliamentary dispuic and

AFP.

voiced [resh sup

port -for embatiled President DBoris Yeltsin

and his cconomic and political reforms.” “1 support dcfmcrnq
in Russia and the movement to a market

economy, and
Yeltsin is the clected president of Russia,” Clinton lﬁd "He
rcpresents that reform,” reports AP,

Palestinians await deportee

TUNIS, Mar 12: Israel's failure to bring

home some 400

Palcstinians deporied to southern Lebanon meotivated the

rcfusal of Palestinian ncgotiators to

an invitation to a

new round ol Middle East peace talks, the PLO reported
Friday. The Palestine Liberation Organisations news agency
WAFA ciled a PLO offlicial as saying that the Palestinians arc
awailing an answer from US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher to their demand that the deportecs be brought

home, reports AP,

DPRK special
envoy's Dhaka
tour postponed

- The visit of North Korean.
Vice-President to Bag
scheduled for March 14-17,
has been postponed because of
domestic

Offictal sources here yes-
terday said the visit of Vice-
I’resident Li Jong Ok was
posiponed by the DPRK
Government following certain
developments in North Korea.
- The North Korean Vice-
President was to visit
Bangladesh as Special Envoy of
President Kim 11 Sung.

ALWC
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are committing murder, hi-
jacking and extorting moncy at
the very nose of the law en-

forcing agencies, a resohution

of the meeting said.
The ment is nol ap-

plying Anti-Terrorism Act
againsl terroristis and anti-so-
cial elements, the resolution
said, adding that the law is
being abused against political
opponents of the ruling party.
in a separate resolution, the
meeting ex decep con-
cern at the price-hike of fertil-
fzer in  northern districts.
With the rise in prices of
fertitizer the prices ol other
agricultural inputs also
increased several times, it

The mecting also con-
demned the government for
[ailing to combal diarrhoca in
the country’s southern region
and districts of Chandpur and
Laxmipur. It called for taking
urgent steps to combat the
virus which had already taken
an epicemic form.

Ano.her resolution of the
mecling protested alleged cor-
ruption, irregularities and
wastage of monecy by the peo-
ple in power. Like the past au-
tocrat, the present
"neocautocracy” has also re-
sorted to corruption and
nepotism.

The meeting referred to
“illegal” payment of taka 56
crote to Italian econstruction
farm for construction
of the North-South Pipeline
and waslage of crores of Laka
in construction of the butlding
at 30, Hare Road. =

it also alleged the gov-
ernment has concealed the
report on “corruption” in
Sonali Bank. The meﬂtn;
called  for blication of re
ports ol different pllﬂhnrn

Lary commitices tmmcdiately
and urgued the peoplc 1o mise
thair voilcd against corrupt
mindsters amnd olficials.

MMC
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sure at its meeting al 9 am and
asked the students to vacale
halls by 10 am. Police guards
have been posted to avoid fur-

ther viash.
According to sources a ﬂ-l
student of college was

rassed allegedly by a BCL ac-
tivist on the campus yesterday:

Al that moment, a JCD-activist,
Amjad Hossain Faruk

it who was later beaten up by
BCL activists at Baghmara
I fostel.

in the afiernoon, a group of
JCD activists came to the
Naghmara Hostel to protest the
manhandling of Faruk. But
soon it turned Into series of
clashes chascs and counter
chases between the (wo
RrOVUPS.

Iin the clash, three activists
of JCD — Asad, Siidique and
Masud were injured.

Later, at around 10 pm, a

number of eracker blasts
rocked the campus and
untdentified ransacked
e rooms of Hostel.

The belongings of the rooms
were also set on fire.

Following the skirmishes,
the college was closed sine die
today three days shead of the
whoeduled ramean vacation.

Magura
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Master, Anwar Hossain, Kudrat

Al, Janab Ali and Abul Kalam.
Of the Ayub Mollah,
Shahadat Mollah, Majid

Mollah, Jarina Khatun, Shada -
Khatun and Madhu Mollah
were admitted to local health
complexes with serfous in-

juries.

About 30 policemen have

.HWIHMW

area to prevent further unto-
ward incidents.

Two scparale cascs wore
filled with local police in this
connoclbion.

SKOP
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SKOF said the employers
were presenting concocled
figures and information on the
industrial sector and trying lo
make the situation murky.

SKOP said the workers en- *

last wage hike in 1984.

ter that nine ycars had

and prices of cssentials

had shot up without any risc in
SKOP said.

SKOF further blamed that
government did not imple-
menl fts agreement with
workers though it took ene
month's time for doing so. It
said as the rmment fatled
in its commitment, SKOP
would continue the movement
Gntil the agrecmept was im-
plecmented.

Fahd, Shanf
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firms tyat history will never
forgive whoever violates it
Sharil said.

Rabbani said King Fahd had
pledged, during a mccting
with the Alghan lcaders on
Thursday night, to extend
support to rcbuild Afghanis.
tan's economy ravaged by 14
years of civil war that brought
the Mujahideen o r.

"King Fahd told us Saudi
Arabia plans to rebuild

istan which was de-
stroyed by the war,” Rabbani
said. He added l'::‘tl

was in urgent
M S
n-l lupp

No word emerged on possi-
ble reached during
three days of talks in Saudi
hrl-bll on ways to implement

the agreement or on points of
tl'hpuh: left out of the original

Hull i ant of these
points was the role of Alghan
Defence Minisler Ahmad
Masood Shah, arch-rival of new
Prime Minister Gulbuddin
lickmatyar, who yet 1o form a
government,

Masocod said on Thursday he
was rcady to cooperate with
Hckmatyar, but said he would
withdraw his forces from the
Defcnee Ministry's control
he lost his job,

MOU : Rohingyas
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travelled to w York iIn

and discussed the ia-
o
foutros
US state oflictals.
His talks to the efforts o
sign the MOU between Dhaka

w emerged mainly
of an estimated



