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Not Yet upto the Task

If anything, population explosion is the coun-
iry's most pressing problem. An increasingly
growing population eats away any addition Lo our
scarce resources and make a big dent into all our
developmental ellorts. Hardly do we hear any en-
couraging or soothing words from any authorita-
tive source. Dr Nalis Sadik, Chiel Execultive,
United Nations Fund for Population Activities, has
been an exception and that is not for nothing.
She has expressed her satisfaction over the high
rale ol contraceplive use in the country.

Nalis Sadik's complements are well taken and
the government should feel imrensely satislied
for this achievement. The remarkable rise in con-
traceptive use [rom 30 per cent in 1989 o 41
per cent now is going to have its benelits. By the
vear-end another two per cent increase will
hopelully be recorded. This is a healthy trend. But
not good enough for Lthe task ahead. Far more
needs to be done to stabilise the population at
230 million in the next 30 years. This will be an
achievement unmatched by any other country.

However, I the present trend is allowed (o
continue then the country may end up having as
big a population size as 400 milion plus. It is
exactly at this point that the question inexorably
comes to the [ore: is the government doing
enough to be equal to the task? The answer
obviously is going to be a big No. Efforts must be
geared up with an increased sense ol resolve lor
bringing down the population size as quickly as
possible. That the government ellorts have [allen
far short of the target is revealed by a survey
result. Rural women have made known their
prelerences for an average family size of only
three but currently this size is about 4.2. This
indicates that the family size can be reduced by at
least 1.2 straightaway. What is, however, required
is thal the population planning services must be
cifictent and increased or expanded to cover the
desired level.

The governmenlt must admit that something
somewhere has gone wrong. How else do you ex-
plain the services not matching the people's de-
sire lor population control? Nor will the expan-
sion of the government organs be advisable to do
the trick. Inter-ministerial and intra-ministerial
bureaucralic bottle-necks have been found to
hamper the implementation of family planning
programmes. Instead, more involvement ol non-
government organisations in the process will
provide the necessary impetus for successful im-
plementation of the programmes. NGOs have in-
volved women in the income-geaeration process
and this is highly important. In countries of the
South Asian region women's status is (oo low [or
them to be a part of the decision-making process.
Unless women enhance their social status
through eamning for them and their families, their
involvement in the decision on family size will
not be ensured. This is why Dr Sadik
has lamented the lower esteem women in South
Asian societies receive, and htly so. The
government must, however, play a coordinating
role not only in the family planning matter
but also in female education. Education of

wnmen helps rea rich dividends
more than the same Tor male — because the

benelicial influences are reflected in almost all
aspects ol [amily life.

Man Comes First

No one who hasn't gone through it can have
even an inkling of how it feels for a landed peas-
ant to lose, overnight, his land and home and
start living under the open sky with all in his
family. The horror of the situation only increases
if hundreds of such families find shelter on an
embankment not more than 10 feet wide at the
top. The sullering comes from the fact that these
peasants having sprawling homesteads, each of
which slood at least on a few bighas of land, have
been reduced to worst of city slum-dwellers, al-
though sandwiched between the sea on one side
and the vast expanse of chfir lands on the other. If
there was one inhuman thing in the world — that
could be this. a change in man's overall condition
lo something so base and ungenerous that it
won't allow, even over generations, a family to re-
turm to a truly man's state.

This suflering of those that, losing everything,
went up the Sandwip Beri Bandh and raised
shacks and shanties has been further com-
pounded by two [actors. One is nature hersell —
she can. any cursed moment, wash the
embankment out. The threat is there for over six

HE good old days ol the

much sou after So-

nawr is always
convelved in terms ol rural
houscholds with barnful eof
paddy and pondful of fish. The
paddy component follows from
the image of a bumper harvest.
The imain rice crop (s harves-
tvd in December-January and
it arrives into the markets in
huge bulks within a short span
ol lew wecks only If the crop
is yood, like this ycar, the ap
pearance ol a bumper harvest,
although very much scasonal
and short-lived cannot escape
our attentlon.

3ut reality beyond must be
undersiood. First, average rice
yicld of much less than a ton
per acre [rom miniscule hold
ings, largely share cropped
cannot produce morce than
bare subsisience for [armers,
as distinct [rom landowners
Sceondly, many more of the
poor farmers might have sar-
plus this year Lo carn a betler
cash income. Unfortunately,
collapse of the [arm-gatc
prices during immediate post-
harvest period negate the hard
carned aspirations ol shghtly
better days. Denelits would ul-
timalcly aecrue o traders, not
the actual producers of the so-
called bumper crop.

Al the same time, crop
agriculture still possesses the
massive potential for a 5 per
cent annual rate of growth sus
tatned over the next ten years
through diversified as well as
intcusive cropping patierns.
And only then, iInspite of cx
tremcly limited stze of hold

_M?d;éa is Alive,

RIGORY B
conviction: that whilc
the means of produc-
tion remain in the hands of the
sLate, a free press cannot exist.
"It will take only the
Minister of Mass
Communications to call the
biggest Kazakhstan publishing
house Dauir and our newspa-
per will die,” says Mr Grigory,
Editor-in-Chief of the inde-
pendent weekly Caravan.

“They will stop printing it,
and that's all. And the danger
is real for us.”

Mr Grigory's concern was
sharcd by other editors from
Central Asia, here in a seminar
on promoting an independent
and pluralistic Asian media or-
ganiscd by the UN Educational,
Scicntific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO).

“Free press, you say? What's
that? We have nothing of the
kind,” says Jeren Taimova,
Vice Editor-in-Chief of the
Turkmenistan evening news-
paper Vecherni Ashgabal. "Our
mass media is under the com-
plele control of the govern-

n has a

ORMER Gurkha sol-

ment
F diers who served in the
British army in Hong

Kong may soon be marching
back to the Crown Colony — as
sccurity guards.

As a spate of major armed
robberics in jewelry shops,
downtown shoot-outs between
police and armed gangs and
the burgeoning cases of stolen
luxury cars bedevil Hong Kong,
many Nepali Gurkha soldicrs
are hoping to find work here
once they leave the army,

Indeed, some 1,000 Nepali
Gurkhas will be out of the
British army within the year in
a major military cost-cutting
drive. Several of them have al-
ready left Hong Kong and are

in Nepal on resctilement
courses.
World-wide, the Gurkha

regiments of the British army
arc being cut back [rom about
7.300 to 2,500 by 1997. Over
half the Gurkha contingent is
stationed in Hong Kong.

Under the_ terms of their
recruitment, they have to rc-
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as Take New Security Role in

ings, our farmcrs could sec
beticr days ol an income level
boyond subsistcnce — a betler
dwelling. education for the
¢ hildren and above all, a nutri-
Honally adequate dict.

Only then we can loudly
proclaim not a single bumper
harvest but bumper agricul-
ture, It ts an uphill though a
feastble task. Indeed. it is a
humpy road o a bumper har-
vest. But if we really strive
hard lor i, we could achicve it

Diversified Agriculture

The case for a diversified
agriculture as the basis of sus-
luinable five percent annual
?Iuwih ruic may be seen first
rom the final consumplion
poini of view Dally por capila
consumption ol rice in Japan
declined from around 1]
ounces in 1965 to 7 ounces by
1991 because of rising income
and increasing prefcrence for
western foods. They prefer and
can afllord more meal, vegeta
bles and fruits. We had no such
transformation, rice was sub
siftuted by wheal becausc of
scarcily and therefore the
price factlor. In fact, we are at
such low income level that per
capita rice consumption would
most probably increase il the
rural wage rates should
stcadily rise and demand for
atta might tend to stagnaile.
This is what economists call
high income elasticity ol de
mand for rice at  low incom
levels but with increasing in-
come, demand for rice would
tend to get inelastic and nghit
cventually turn negative in the

Muhabbatsho Mazhatsho,
Editor-in-Chiel of the inde-
pendent Tajik newspaper
Jukhurial, plays Nosiradamus,
foretelling that by the end ol
1992 only two newspapers will
survive in Tajikistan — a com-
munist newspaper and an
Islamic one.

"All the independent publi-
cations, if thcy express even a
slightest doubt about the polit-
icill course of the President
and the government, are

i:nnt:d right away. The opposi-

n press was forced lo go
undergrqund,” says Albert
Musin, Editor of Uzbekislan's
Independent Weekly.

"They hunt for me as il |
were a beast. They even shake
my parents, who live in
Tajikistan, trying to convince
them to make me surrender 1o
the Uzbekistan authorities.”

These editors met in
Kazakhstan's capital, and along
with about 400 collcagues rom
53 countries, issucd the Alma-
Ata Declaration calling for
changes lo ouldaled press
laws, the abolition of monopo-
lies in p-inting and newspaper

long run provided high incemc
growth could be susiained over
the next twenty years. Anyway.
a ten per cent fall in per capita
consumption of rice by the
year 2000 because of income
growth would mean 2 million
tons of less rice consumed
which i exported (assuming
high quality) would mean 700
millon dollars worth of export
carmnings

Agricultures diversification
producing more fish, poultry
meal, vegclables and fruits
would also influence consump-
tton pallerns by reducing do-
mand for rice
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of paddy whose gross value
would be Tk 10,000 [most
probably less). instead, #f
horticulture crops arc grown,

incomes would be few times
IEMaTE

The HYV Aus and Aman
based stralegy for rapid growth
in the rice economy will open
up the diversilication oppor
tunities which will also absorb

mre labour and at higher in-
come levels. Lot us try o iden
tify the ultimate scenario of
stuch a bumper agriculture
rathuer than o single bumpor
Firvesi
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of highor incomes induiced by
non-cereal agriculture itscll as
well as greater availlability of
non - rice loods. Concentration
of paddy culture {n wet scason
as opposcd to irrigated. dry
scason boro cultivation would
open up milllons of acrcs of
land for a wide variety of crops
to be cultivated including ant-
mal fceds and fodder In order
to increase availability of non-
cereal foods.  Also, such
dherstflied farming systems,
including animal husbandry
would generate greater income
per unit of land; thus
cnhaneing affordability of loods
othcr than rice. An acre under
HYV boro, given the best of
condillons, would yicld 2 tons

but Not soWell

Eremary it bl the dualnmvated
land and the 30 per
cent devoted 16 double crop
ring. The average yield of
paddy exceeds 2 tons per acre
and it is not only rdee but a
wide wvaricty of diversilicd
crops — vegelables, oflsceds,
feed and fodder, fruits and
Nowers are all grown round
the year Oul of these, flowers
ocrupying less than hall a per-
cent of the land might amount
to a billon dollar cxport busi
ncss which will stfll constitute
only 5 per cent share of the
global market for [fowers
worth 20 billton dollars by the
year 2000 .

For this o happen, irriga-
tton should be cxpandod
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The Bumpy Road to a Bumper Harvest

rapully 1o cover 16 mithon of
the 21 million acres c'ﬂ" the et
cullivated, land There wiHd be
floods no doubt but s ravages
rould be contained while dam
ages by droughts end te be
e r2inal

Expansion of Agro-
processing

The development in crop
agriculture as envisaged would
causc greal expansion of agro
processing: (1] paddy process
ing industry including by
product wulflisation alone
should call for one or tweo
modorn large-scale processing
units on the average in cach
Union Parishad with capacity
of 5000 tons of paddy per an
num; (ii] Triple cropping calls
[or mechanisation of farm
work for land preparation and
harvests In particular; (i)
Irrigation would multiply dec
mands for several types of ma-
chinertes and equipment; and,
[ivl Agro-towns would come up
io process ollsceds and horti-
culture crops

An tmmediate spin-oflf «I
fect of diversificd crop agricul
ture would be pml.]lﬁ" indus! ry
followed by dairy developne it
At The same Lime, emphasis
must bc given to fish farming
where Bangladesh possess one
of the signtficant unexplored
putentials of the world,

It Is comprehensive devel
apment of a large set of simul-
tincous activities that nmust be
aimoed al. However the existing
situntion recalls the classic ox-

Leo Balayan writes from Alma-Ata

indusirics and the cstablish-
menl. “as a matter of urgency”,
of resource centres Inn(l‘{u:
Cenitral Asian republics lor
journalist training and infor-
mation cxc .

An International Frecdom of
Information Exchange (IFEX)
Action Alert Network lo pro-
tect journalists and press [ree-
dom was also proposed. The
declaration points out the
need to identify economic bar-

centres, where any publisher
can go and, for a normal price,
have his newspaper printed.
liis concern — for an indc-
pendent publishing housc — i
undcrstendable. Sometime ago,
the Kazakhstankaya Pravda
ncwspaper published an inter-
view with the Minister of Mass
Communicaltions, Kuanysh
Sultanov, who said: "We shan't
allow the Caravan wcckly
newspaper, that uses harniless

An independent media should also make money -

riers 1o the creation of indc-
pendent media in the repion,
and to seck alternative nwth-
ods of acquiring and disiribut-
ing newsprint, providing
printing facilitics and orga-
nising low-interest credits,

Mr DBreigin, the Editor-in
Chief of Caravan weekly, says
that il Western democracics
are really interested in pro-
moting the mass media in cen-
tral Asia, they should help 10
create independent printing

advertisements as a cover, lo
become a political newspaper.”

As to the problem ol press
frecdom in Kazakhstan, one
example comes to mind, from
seminar parlicipant Saltana
Alshagirova from Karaganda
where she works as Edijor-in-
Chief of a weekly youth ncews-
paper Friday. There were no
problems three years ago, she
says, when the newspaper was
under the care of a regional
communist youth organisation.

ample where cvorything need
e be done at the same time
and therefore nothing gots
donc as planned. I is the vi
rious circle of total underde-
velopment that must be over-
comme through an integraled
system approach rather than
ronfronting at a particular
point in time on only a scg-
ment of the circle of poverly
and backwardness

The boro-led agriculture
growth have been siratcgically
a wrong source ol develop-
ment [t has put further block:
ades on the bumpy road to a
bumper harvest Instead, addi-
tional riee production should
have been sought from primar-
v ratnfed 1TYV aus and aman;
while expanding frrigated
acreage devoied o several cold
scason high valoe-added crops
and export of pincapple.
banana, vegetables and flowers
lorchids). At the same time,
lfsh farming [(for ecxample,
shrimp culture through hat-
cheries)] should have made
substantial progrrss instead of
depending on wild captured
fishing tifl to-day,

It {8 unfortunate that owr
agriculture planners. inspite of
massive assistance from expa-
lrisntes al enormous cosis,
could not but pursue the well-
trodden path led by boro —
one single crop. Fer God's
sake, let us not decpen the
crists further through fllusions
ol the current harvest. The
bumpy road to bumper harvest
has yet Lo be traversed.

in Central Asia

“We Fad a motio then: every
Robinson must have his
Friday,” Mas Alshagirova says.
"Now the situation has com

pletcly changed aned our Friday
noveds the he ||J ol [{ibinsons
"Woed ke to become de-

pendent agatn in order to sur
vive, but nobody will take us
Official media get government
substdies and they have pref
vrential taxation whereas in
dependent media cannol even
dream of such privileges *
Some may blame Ms
Alshagtrova hersell for being in
4 situation where she ecarns
only US 85 a month and the
nmwmbcers of her editorial stafl
not more than US $2.50 An
ardent partisan of the "basaar
ceonomy” would say that if
they cant run the paper prop-
crly, il they have no comnwr-
clal vein, it serves them right.
Thire may be senwthing in,
ft. But not everything, This is
because the "Declaration of
Alma-Ata on promoting an in-
dependent and  pluralistic
Asian media” docs not eontain
cven the slightest hint that an
independent media should

the armmy. llong Kong's tough
laws on imported labour also
madc it difficalt for them to
conw back here.

With up to 5000 Gurkhas
scheduled to be laid-off be-
tween now and 1997, there
has been considerable concern
that merely leaving them to
fend for themselves afier they
lcave  the army could tempt
many of them into being
mercenaries for "undesirable”
governments or rebel groups.

But now Gurkhas are -
ing that redundancy from the
British army is not necessarily
a one-way ticket out of Hong
Kong, even though the gov-
ernment has rejected their
redeployment in the colony's
police force.

The Hong Kong police
lorce, which employs large
numbers of British, Adstralian
and other expatriate oflicers,
is committed to “localising”
the police in advance as the
colony prepares lor its hand-
over to Chinesc rule in 1997,

The recruitment of large
number of non-Chinese police

Former Nepali Gurkha soldiers assigned in
Hong Kong may have another security job
waiting for them after the army. Yojana

Sharma of IPS reports from Hong Kong.

viewced with a great deal of
suspicion by China, say Hong
Kong olficials.

Bul prospects in the private
sector have increased aflter a
spate of gun-battles in Hong
Kong's central business dis-
trict and a rise in car robberies
that reached a lotal of 5,000
luxury vehicles last year.

Security firms now say the
government is looking sympa-
thetically at applications to
import Gurkhas as watchmen
as the demand for high-class
securily services increases.

The security firm Jardine
Securicor was awarded 300

jobs under the government's

conlrolled labour scheme last
year. It says it will fill the en-
tire allocation to hire former
British Army Gurkha soldiers

army-trained guards may be a
better deterrent to robbers
than "a tired-looking man at
the door”, says one jewelry
shop owner who enthusiasti-
cally welcomes the return of
the Gurkhas in their new secu-
rity role.

Jardine Securicor person-
nel r David Ng says it
would mean better protection
for businesses. are not
just ordinary watchmen or se-
curity guards,” he explains.
"Their military background has
equip them with special
skil]mrcd d

A Hong Kong car park man-
agement firm is cashing in on
the image of Gurkhas as pro-
fessionally-trained military
men, issuing them with crisp
paramilitary-style grey uni-
forms and maroon berets, un-

of local car park altendants.

Their whole image is one of
“don't mess with us”, said one
sccurity hirm. Car park firnps,
meanwhile, say the idea is o
give the impression that these
men — sonwe of them veterans
of the Falklands War — "are
ready to act.”

“Their role is to deter and
detect car crime and we be-
licve their very physical pres-
ence will be a major factor in
achieving reductions,” says
Paul Simpson, managing direc-
tor ol Wilson Parking, which
has hired up to 30 f{ormer
Gurkha soldiers.

Gurkha watchmen fit in
well in
guards from the Indian sub-
continent have been tradition-
ally employed — a throwback
from the days of the British Raj
when Britain employed large
numbers of Sikh pguards and
policemen in its colonies.

But it is becoming harder to
recruit enough Pakistani and
Indian as guards beeause ol

better opportunities for them

in tong Kong's booming con-

Hong Kong where -

They are also

Mgk monecy

Our destination s nol
siruggling for growih, bul sur
vivial  That s to say, journalism
is one¢ thing and busincss s
quite another

During the seminar, the
president of the Republic of
Kazakhstan invited some of the
organisers o his residence.

Among them were the
Presidunt of the International
Federation of Newspaper
Publishers, Proscott Low and

tis Deputly Genceral Secretary,
Neal W, Swanscolt, and
European Reproscentative of
the World ['ress Freedom
Commitiee, Ronald Coven.
They askoed President
Nursultan Nararbaycv about the
prospects for the development
of a [ree press in Kazakhstan.
The president answcred that
onc must nol think that the

ransition [rom a dicwmilogship

o & free life like that in Paris
can be achicved within one

nighi.

| agree. Bul how long will
that night last, | wander.
— Depthnews Asia

Hong Kong

firms say.

Sceurity work "is a risky job
with long hours and low
wages”, says Ng.” (But) Gurkha
soldiers arc more than willing
to do the work.”

What amounts to low wages
of up to US8700 a month is
good money for the Gurkhas
who' face dim prospects at
home. Tourism, Nepal's main
foreign exchange carner, has
been hit hard by the world re-
cession and has reduced em-
ployment prospects of former
Gurkhas to virtually nil.

Some former British army
Gurkhas have also found work
at US embassics in Bahrain and
the United Arab Emirates and
in a special rescrve unit for the
Sultan of Brunei.

The British Forcign Office
has also employed ex-Gurkhas
as guards at cmbassjes in
Bangkok, Kabul and Dhaka.
cxpected to
guard the British embassies in
Luanda, Angola and Phnom
Penli and serve with United
Nalions Lroops in non-combat

80 close to 1997 would be

Businessmen fecl like the usual drab khaki garb

roles in former Yugoslavia

using

months a vyear. The other factor Is struction industry, security

nman-made. The settlers, if they can at all be
called as such, have no legal claim to their forced
newsubhuman habitat and stand to be evicted any
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evil moment .

The latter factor, because it is man-related,
should have been eminently amenable to reason
and a sense of humanity. But the Sandwip em-
bankment people have [allen a victim to exactly a
human instrument called the tenancy law. In or-
der to strengthen the embankment by
lengthening and widening and adding a few
centimetres of height to it, it must be vacated
fully. The contraclors are already on the job, as
reported by The Ddily Star on Thursday. And
the people living a nightmare — now because of
man,. |

The question now is — why hasn't the local
administration cared to find more suitable ac-
commodalion for these people in two long years'
ume? And when the World Bank project was on
the anvil. why didn't they rush to place them
anywhere else — there being no shortage of khas
land on the island of Sandwip? Now it
is very simply.the administration to answer
where will they go. You cannot shirk
responsibility only because they have now no legal
claim to any land. All man — every man—is your
responsibility.

Our governments, from the apex down to the
lowliest echelon. haven't yet learnt civilisation's

first lesson. Thalt man comes first. And evervthi
else after that. Ll

and their lackeys

Sir, Travelling by the steca-
mership Rocket' to Khulna, on
the 25th of Fcb '93, 1 had
occasion to see how relatives
of Ministers and their lackeys
wiste and spend the tax
payers money.

The brother of a senior
minister (whose name, | do not
have the privilege of knowing)
was a [fellow passenger. His
wile was accompanying him.
On arrival at Khulna steamer
ghat, the following day, i.c.
26th of Feb. '93, | was appalled
to find a retinue of servants of
the tax payers, Bagerhat
Thana, where the ‘brother was
hcaded, down to the UNO all
gathered, with govt. transport,
waliting to receive Lhe
‘brother’. | do not have any-
thing against the brother being
received by the higher ups, its
just that when the higher ups
are paid from the public ex-
chequer, we object. Perhaps
the minister and his lackeys
would like to explain, in what
capacity the brother was re-
ceived at the steamer ghat by
public servants who had no

business being there.
Minisier's brother or not, he is
just another citizen. Or do Lhe
police and the other officials of
the thana, do not have any-
thing better to do with their
time and the tax payers’
money? The man on the strect
who pays the salary for those
pompous individuals,. would
like a few answers. Let not the
ministers forget they are the
cleeted representatives of the
pcople and at some peint in
Linw, are accountable for their
actions. Would the govl. please
look into such flagrant wastage
of lime and money by the pub-
lic servants?

P, Haque
77-D, Uttara Model Town,
Do

Installation of kidney

stone crushing
machine
Sir, My attention was drawn
lo the letter Mr. Saleh
Ahmed Chowdhury regarding
the delay in installation of kid-
ncy stone crushing machine at

PG llospital. | suppose the
news of such machine already

in operation in PG llospital
must have escaped his notice.
The Ilthotripter has been
functioning for the last few
months and the cost of treat-
ment is much cheaper than
that in India, Singapore,
llangkok etc. Moreover, there
is provision of free facilities for
the poor.

Ilis accusation relating to
the delay being intentional by
the¢ surgeons of the hospital
had been made out of igno-
rance. In fact the reason for
delay could be attributed to the
lraining imported abroad to
the health personnel since the
machine being sophisticated
has to be operated by skilled
personnel.

I wish Mr. Saleh could him-
scll go to the lithotripsy unit at
Lhe hospital before making
such allegation.

Md Jalaluddin Igbal
Mohammedpur, Dhaka.

1 accuse

Sir, | take this opportunity
to accuse the world commu-
nity of turming a blind eyc and
kceping their conscience
closed to one ol the world s

most scrious  violation of
Human Rights. No, Sir, | am
not referring to any incident
that 1s shaking the world from
Angola to Zaire. | have not even
taken up pen to protest such
gruesome crimes as the rape
of more than twenty thousand
women in Bosnia-llerzegovina.
i am concerned, very deeply,
about something which has not
been attempted anywhere ever
since llitler's diabolic plan to
solve the semetic issue by ex-
terminating the entire Jewish
population in Germany. The
recent happenings in Brazil is
perhaps comparable to only

Iitler' s final solution’ in its
nudevolent ohjective. In Brazil
they are trying to exlerminale
humanity, in its totality, | may
sound crazy. Hul facts, as pub
lished in The Daily Star [A
Modern-day Slay of Innocents,
January 28} and other foreign
Journals point to that direc
ton.

They have waged a war
agains! slum-children in all big
citics in Brazil The olfence
commitied by these hundreds
and thousands of children be-
tween the age of six and 18
whose dead bodies are being

found (?) by police or people,
is that they arc poor slum-
dwellers.  Like all slum-
dwelling children living in all
big cities of the world today
they are a social nuisance and
many of them are engaged by
big crime lords in pimping,
drug Lraflicking and such other
assorted crimes. But the solu-
tion to this problem, appar-
cntly planned by some group
or ingenious individuals in
Hrazil, gives me the creeps!
The death squads of Brazil may
culch the imagination of some
madern day Herod or a Hitler
in olther places of the world,
spectially in the third world
countries, where slum and
shanly town-dwelling children
behave in similar manner, and
inspirc them to try the same
solution about the problems of
overpopulation and evercrowd -
ing ol city facilittes

We  already hear about
trige . a new concepl of sort-
ing out the fittest and k't the
unitl die or disappear, from
some  economists who are
worried about world s scarce
resources and  increasing
population, Arc Brarzils death
sgunds thinking one step

ahead and trying lo hasten the
process of sorting out human
ity?

Apparently the DBrazilian
government has failed to do
anything about it. If the world
community remains uncon:
cerned about this planned and
organised killing of children in
this Latin American country we
have no right 1o talk about

such lofty idcals like the
Universal Deelaration of
Human Richts or the

International Convenlion on
the Rights of the Child. We
belier watl for the final solu-
tiean !

Children are the posterity,
aren’'t they? Apparentily the
thugs of Brazil seem to think
thal 'since posterity has done
nothing for them they have no
duty to posterity — and can
try to blot them out. Bui that's
a foke! What's being done in
ravil is not. [, as a father of
children, implore the world
community to do something,
now . Time is probably mnunning
out!

AZMAbdul Ali
D-1/0D. Rly Officer Flats,
Dhaka 1217



