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NEWS BRIEFS

with police men

'rime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday attended
4 tflar party hosted by the
Hangladesh Police at is .
rbagh headquarters. S
Shaikh Razzagque A, minis-
ters, MPs, Viee Chancellors of
‘he untversities, among others,
. aliended the iftar. Inspectlor
Giineral of Polee A S M
Slahjaban recetved the guests,
enorts BSS.

Pirate

with arms

KHULNA, Mar 12: Forest of-
ficials
ratc and recovered two single
barrel guns and a bullet from
the Sundarbans at small hours
inday (Friday). Official sources
said that Nuruanabi mhl;\f
.-th,g!:d Fﬂ‘ﬁ.l‘.', was nabbed &
icam of forest officfals during a
ratd at Bhadrakup forest in
Sarankhola range of the
Sunderbans. The team, led by
iwo foresters, raided two
country boatls acting on a tip
that an armed group was
preparing to commil piracy.
reporis UNIL

Confectionery
looted in city
By Staff Correspondent

A group of extortionists
stormed into a confectionery
shop at Dangsal Road in the
capital and reportedly looted
T 20,000 in cash last night.

On being refused tolls the
cxtortionists brandishing arms
barged iInto the Capital
Confectionery at around 8.30

pm yesterday. They ransacked .

the shop and looted Taka
20,000 from the cash box --
the day's sales proceeds, wil-
nesscs sald.

104 arrested on
various charges

Police rounded up 104
people on various charges, in-
cluding two under the ani-
terrorism law, from different
parts of the city on Friday. A
police press r:Lue said the
arrested also include four
wanted criminals, one under
the explosives act., four
charged with . five ac-
cused of burglary and another
ninc of sicaling, reports UNB.

6.13 pm
6.13 pm

Over 1,100 injured : Hindu-Muslim rioting erupts : Blame on ‘international conspiracy’ I

200 killed in Bombay blasts

IJOMBAY, Mar 12: A syn-
chronized chain of car bombs
killed about 200 pecople and
wounded 1,100 more in.
India’'s commercial nerve cen-
tre Friday, spreading rencwed
panic in a city that had been
recovering from Hindu-Muslim
riols, report AP, Reuter, PTI
and AFT.

Thunderous explosions

shook skyscrapers, set fire to

the nation's t stock ex-
change, gutted the ground
floor of India’'s international
airline's headquarters, blew

FALGOON 29, 1399 BS,

apart a passenger bus and
damaged three tourist hotels.

Ne one immediately
claimed responsibility for the
dozen bombs that exploded
from Lhe southern fAnancial
district to the northern sub-
urbs.

A state of alert has been
sounded all over the country
and paramilitary forces are
being rushed to Bombay follow-
ing a series of "pre-planned”
bomb blasts, the Minister of
Siate for Internal Security,
Rajesh Ptlot announced in the
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Lok Sabha today.

Pilot announced that the
Home Minister S B Chavan was
lkaving for Bombay for an on

RAMADAN 18, 1413 HIJRI

intcmmational copspiracy.” le
mentioned no country by
name but he has accused
Makistan often in Lhe past of

e we— e e ———

700 live cartridges and two hand grenades from a parked Maruti
car at Worli in central Bombay, during @ massive combing
operation. Police said the car was ahandoned at the spot — PT1.

Lhe spot assessment of the sit-
Ll on.

In New Delhi, Home
Minister S B Chavan blamcd
the wave of terrorism on "an

trying to stir up domestic
trouble in India.

Government officials said at
leust 12 bombs exploded in
key points of the city. Most

woere (n vehicles, but several
were in unoccupied hotel
moms

A devastating blast went off
in the parking lot beneath the
Bo Stock Exchange bulld-
ing, causing the roofl of one
Noor 1o cave in

About 3,000 peoplc were on
the sccond-story trading foor.
‘We were all Wied above the
ground by two feet. People fell

"on each other and ran out.”

said trader Dinesh Acharya.
Some of the victims were
crushed in the stampede to

: the building
News agencies reported that
wome people were briefly
trapped in smoke-filled upper
levels when security officials
turned off the elevators.
Outside, burned bodies lay
among the Mtter from shat-
tered buildings. Many of the

victims were poor vendors or
wealthy te stock traders
who thetr business
in the street.

A second bomb detonated
oulside the Alr India headqguar-
Sec 'age 12 Col 4

Govt-labour talks fail

The government-labour
talks to avert the planncd
March 15-16 shutdown appar-
ently [afled to make any head-
way yesterday when the gov-
ernment sought more time for
further discussions on the in-
dustrial workers' demands and
for cxamining the Wages and
Productivity Commission re-
port. '

Rejecting the government
appeal, the leaders of Sramik
Karmachari Oikya Parishad
(SKOI") and the jute mills
unions stuck to their decision
lo go ahead with the 48-hour
shutdown announced on
March 2.

The labour leaders, com-
menting on the talks, said the
government had backed out
[rom its earlfer position and
accused it of deepening the
crisis in the country's indus-
trial sector.

Leaders of the Sramik
the jute mills unions during
their meetings with the re-

| arrrilvgeuninistecs and. gov-

ermmment officials in the capital
catcgorically said that they
woere unable to eall off the
shuldown programme unless
government announced the
implementation of Wages
Commission report and accep-
tance of other demands of the
workers.,

The government earlier
signed separate agreements
with the SKOP leaders and
jute-textile mills unfonists over
meeting their demands.

Labour Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan led the gov-
ernment side in its talks with

Star Report

the SKOP leaders at the
Manpower Employment and
Training Bureau. two-and -
a-half-hour meeting discussed
the Wages Commission rcport
and fixing of minimum wages
for the industrial workers.

Addressing the meetling,
the Labour Minister urged the
SKOP tives to aban-
don the shutdown programme
and invited them to more dis-
cussions.

Pressed Jor the announce-
ment of Wages Commission
report the minister said, "We
are considering your demands
and more time is nceded to
complete the process of exam-
ining the report.”

In reply, according to mect-
ing sources, the workers' lcad-

Meet demand

or face
strike: SKOP
By Staff Correspondent

Sramik Karmachari Of
Parishad (SKOP] Friday de-
manded 1 tation of the
agreement signed between the
workers and the government
and warned thal unless il was
done, SXOP would go ahcad
with its 48-hour strikc pro-
gramme beginning March 15.

SKOF also demandcd an-
nouncement of minimum na-
tional wages, implementaton
of Wages Commission report,
specific steps for removal of
crisis in industrial scclor, and
relcase of all arrested workers.

See Page 12 Col 8

ers said they had given cnough
time since it had signed ac-
cords and plea for more tinw
was unfortunate. They blamed
the rnment for choosing
the ying tactic and pushing
the workers to the path of
confrontation.

Government's atlitude pro-
ves it is acting to protect the
interests of employers, they
stated.

Responding to conlinued
discussions on Lhe labour is
sues, Ly SKOP leaders agreed
that they might consider the
offer only when the govern:
ment announced the Wages
Commission rcport, [ixed
minimum wages, planned re-
moval o the industrial prob-
lcms and released the workers
arrested during February 15
16 barricade,

Al this stage, the Labour
Minister told the SKOI' lcad-
ers, "We arc considering your
demands, you please also ro-
consider your programmec.
Something will happen alter
the Filnanee Minfgter comes
back.” .

Commenting on the ialks,
Dr Wajedul Islam, the SKOP
coordinator, told this papcr
the Wf“";“:-fnhﬂ““ﬂ been
pressurised OWNCTS, Was
pushing the labourers towards
uncertainty by not mentioning
specific time to fulfil the de-
mands.

Another SKOP leader
Abdullah Sarkar remarked that
the t was beiraying
the causes of the workers in an
autocratic manner. L was con-
spiring to suppress workcrs'

See Page 12 Col 6
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Dhaka Summit

Apr 10-11:
SAARC Sectt

KATHMANDLU, Mar 12 : The
two-day seventh SAARC sum-
mit will be held at Dhaka from

April ten next, it was officially

announced today. reports PT1.
The SAARC Secretariat here

sald Sri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa, the
current Chatrman, held con-
sultations with Bangladeshi
Premter Be Khaleda Zia
and other s of state or
government for Analist the
date of the summit. All of them
| have agreed to convene the
summii from April ten o
| cleven, it said,

The summit will be pre-
| cvded by a two-day of
senjor officials and a one
mecting of foreign ministers.

MMC closed
sine die as
JCD, BCL

clash
From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Mar 12:
Mymensingh Medical College
was closed sine die this
morming following a clash be-
iween the activists of Bangla-
desh Chhatra League (BDCL) and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal LUCD)

on the campus.
pted Thursday

The clash eru
night as a sequel to teasing of a
fifth year lemale student of the

college allegedly by a BCL ac-
tivist.

Four activists of JCD were
also beaten up In the clash.

The Academic Council el
the college declared the clo-

Sce Page 12 Col 7

| Anti-terrorism
i Act being
abused: ALWC

*A meeting of the A
League cential working comi-,
mittee yesterday said busi-
nessmen, econiraclors and
owners of industries arc [nd:!
insecurity due to uncheck
| acts of extortionists and mus-
clemen, reports UNB.

The central committee at
its weekly held at the
party's central office with
Sheikh Hasina in the chair
strongly criticised the gov-
emment for fathure 1o maintain

) . | law and order in thc capital

A makeshift police :imp near the BATA crossing ‘at Elephant Road in the city as Eid

| shopping gears up in the market.

— Star photo

MOSCOW, Mar | § 3
President DBoris Yeltsin
stormed out of Congress
Friday after lawmakers refused
i soflen a resolution limiting
his authority and canceling a
rcferendum on power-sharing.
But lawmakers later to
debate a referendum after all.

The reversal came alter
Yelisin aides said the presi-
dent, If dented a referendum,
would carry out a non-binding
plebiscite a to end the
power ltruﬂlm has para-
lyzed Russian reforms.

The willingness for a com-
promise in the Congress of
People's Deputies appeared
toward the end of a day filled

with sharp warnings and legis-
lators’ fears of a presidential:
crackdown.

"We arc on the verge of a
revolition, on the verge of un-

predictable events,” Dcputy .

Prime Minister
Shakhraf told recporters.

Yeltsin walked out of the
chamber in disgust when ft
became clear the lawmakers
would ap a resolution
that s curbed his powers
and canceled an April 11 rel-
crendum. This, the 1,033 -
member Congress did on a
vote of 666-184 with 41 ab-
stentions.

The resolution also gives
lawmakers the right to veto

Sergel

Deputies debate referendum today

Yeltsin storms out of Congress

Yeltsin's decrees and retums
to the cabinet the right to in-

‘troduce legislation, further

diminishing the president's

authority.
Yeltsin maintains he needs
slrong powers to push

through free-market reforms.

After leaving the Congress
l1all, Yeltsin held closed-door
meetings, then repeated his
request for an 11 refer-
endum that would ask voters
whether they  want a
"presidential  republic,” in
which the executive would be
stronger than the lcgislative
branch.

Yeltsin also said he wanted

Sec Page 12 Col 1

Years of misery and deprivation

- forced the landless to unite

By Inam Ahmed back from Sandwip

Years of misery and depriva-
tion have forced the landlcss of
Sandwip to become united.
With the help of some local
NGOs, thqy have formed dif-
[erent co-operative societies
and arg itrying to win their
rights.

In this regard, the most ac-
tive among the NGOs are
Nijera Kari, BRAC and Samaj
Unnayan

One such organisation is
Dirghapar Landless Peasants’

Cooperative Society. With 53

members, it has a capital of

Taka 38000. Though the

Dirghapar area does not exist
anymore due to the erosion,
the landless of that area oper-

ate the society from Akbarhat.

"We invest in purchasing
groceries and sell them
“through different shops,” the
SCCTe of the society, Md
Ulum (83) said. "The
shopowners are also members
of the society. The soclety and

the shopowners share the
profit.”
Another such society,

Shapla Landless Peasants’
Society of Gachua and Kalapani
union works at the north-west
and east tips of the island. This
socicty has taken lease of three
ponds for pisciculture. It also
has a fund of Taka 15000.

Life in Sandwip:

dart—l111

Ferdous (45), the sec
of Jagratala Landless Measants’
Socicty in Gachua union said,
"The [und {is created by
collecting monthly tolls [rom
the members. The toll amount

is fixed on the paying capacity

of the poorest of the
members.”
Not only do the coopera“

tives indulge in economic ac-
tivitics, but also protest any in-

jusfice to the members.

"In onc such incident, the
Dirghapar socicty protested
when the union parishad
member demand money
from society members for re-
liel in 1991," Md Ulum said.
Complaints were lodged with
the chairman who asked the
member to refund the money.
"Later, the member's hired
mastans beal a female member
of the soclety. A case was [lled
and the society bears the cx-
penscs in the legal procedure,”
Ulum said.

In a place where poverty
and {lliteracy are common
among the people, it is hard to
form any organisation with
them. Many of the members
dissociated themselves [from
the cooperatives because they
could not get any benefit form-
ing them.

Still, the cooperative soci-
eties Lhrive and th¢ members
learn to protect their rights.

North Korea

pulls out
of NPT

TOKYO, Mar 12: North
Korea declared Friday that it
was withdrawing from an in-
ternational nuclear control ac-
cord that the West charges it
has violated by attcmpting to
develop nuclear weapons, re-
ports AP,

The announcement, carricd
in a dispatch of the officfal
Korecan Central News Agency,
said that North Koreca was
withdrawing from the treaty to
defend its own intercsts and
sovereignty.

The announcement comes
as tensions on the Korean
peninsu.a have surged in re-
cent wecks, partly because of

Sec Page 12 Col 4

Bosnia's first
war crimes
trial

SARAJEVO, Mar 12: Two
Scrb militiamen accused in
massacres and rapes went on
irial Friday in the [irst war
crimes prosecution ol the sav-
age, ll-month Bosnian war,
reports AP

The embatiled Bosnlan gov-
ernment is trying to prove that
Bosnian Serb nationalists have
systematically committed atro-
cilties against civillans during
fighting that broke out after
the republic voted for in-
dependence [rom Serb- domi-
nated Yugoslavia,

The principal defendant,
Borislav Herak, is charged with
raping 12 women and murder:
ing 32 prisoners and civilians,
including a family of 10. He has
confessed to 20 killings and
siys he expecls and descrves
the death penalty. But he has
also asserted that the crimces
wore ordered by his superiors

Herak's colleague, Srotko
Damjanovic, is char with
five killings and two rapes.
Danijanovic has not confessed

See ['age 12 Col 6

Fahd, Sharif sign Afghan
accord as guarantors

MECCA (Saudi Arabia), Mar
12: Saudi Arabia's King Fahd
and Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif early today
signed as guarantors a peace

accord .aimed at ending an 11- -

month power struggle among
Afghan gucrilla factions, re-
ports Reulter,

At a ceremony at King
Fahd's
Mecra, the two leaders signed
the agreement 'as  witnesses
and' guarantors’ in response lo
a request by Af President
I3Jurhanuddin Fil:nm.

AFP says: Rival Alghan lead-
crs signed a peace deal at
dawn here today aimed at
firming up - their [ragile
ccaselire,

palace in the holy city of -

Afghan sources said the
lcaders had agreed a mecha-
nism for put the Islamabad
accord into t, and had
commitied themselves o ap-

it.

nine Mujahideen fac-
tions which have fought flerce
battles since taking power last
April, signed the accord last

The'_ included a small

Shi'ite that had refused
to inital the Pakistan-medi-
atcd L in Islamabad.

King Fahd and Sharif called
on the Mujahidcen to adhcre
strictly to peace accord.

"Signing the agrcement in
Islam's holiest places ... con-

See Page 12 Col 8

Dhaka, UNHCR may sign

MOU on Rohingyas soon

Star Report

Bangladesh and the UNIICR
will soch finalise a memoran-
duimm of understanding (MOU]
spelling out a comprechenstve
couperation on nearly quarter
of a milllon Rohingya refugees
who have fled Myanmar to es-
cape a military crackdown.

The draft of the MOU was
worked out during UNHCR's
Asia Bureau Director Werner
Blatter's visit to Dhaka in
February.

The drafl covers all aspects
of cooperation on the refugees
including their relief, protec-
tion and safe repatriation, offi-
cial sources said Friday.

"We are optimistic about
signing the MOU," an oflicial
source said, speaking on con:
dition of anonymity.

e satd rclevant ministries
in Bangladesh and olficials of
the United Nations High
Commisstoner for Refugees in
Gencva are examining the de-
tatls of the drafi MOU,

rhe MOU will be signed

during UNHCR chiel Mrs
Sadako Ogata's planned visil to
Bangladesh. No specific date
for her visit has yet been set,
the sources said adding diplo-
matic exchanges are going on
to finalise her tour pro-
grammes.

Meanwhile, Rohingya refu-
gees are trickling back home
with more than 20,000 people
rcpatriated since the process
began in September last year.

in late January the repatria-
tion recovered from a sethack
afler Dhaka agreed to grant the
UNHCR [field officials indepen-
dent access to Interview the
wolld -be returnees. The set
back came in December last
yvear after the UNHCR and the
US complained that many of
the refugees were being sent
home against their will, an al
legation, Bangladesh denied

The misunderstanding

ended guickly after Foreign
Minister Mostafizur Kahman

Sec Page 12 Col 8
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and elsewhere in the country,
These anti-social clcments
See Page 12 Col 7

Gen Krishna Rao
takes over in

, Kashmir

JAMMU, Mar 12: A new of-
ficial took owver strife-torn
Jammu-Kashmir state Friday
and said hé would try to end
the decade-old Muslim insur-
gency, reports AP.

Retired chief of India's
arfmy, Gen K V Krishna Rao,
replaced hard-liner Girish
Chander Saxena who resigned
Thursday. Rao will head the
administration in the absence
of an elected government. :

Rao held the same job in
December 1989 when Muslims
intensified their fight against
the federal government, which
they blame for the state's
worsening economic and polit-
ical situation.

Clashes leave
30 injured
in Magura

MAGURA, Mar 12: Filty peo-
ﬁl:, including two women,
ve been Injured in a scries of
clashes between supporters of
former and present chairmen
of Goeshpur Union Parishad at
a village in Sreepur thana since
mlilnd&}r. police said, reports
¥

Supporiers of ex-chairman
Majid Mollah, armed with

lethal weapons, attacked the
houses of the supporters of
present chairman Nekbar AN
at village Shabinagar this after-
noon leaving 20 people in-
jured.

Today's attack was the se.
quel to an incident on
Thursday in which As men
had launched an atiack on the
houses of thetr rivals. injured
30 people including two
women and looted valuables
worth about Tk two lakh.

Police arrested six le
today following the clashes
which, they said were caused
by past enmily between Lhe
two chairmen. The arrcsted
are. Nekbar AN, Kashem

See Page 12 Col 8



