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» 26 killed as
Egyptian cops
clash with
fundamentalists

CAIRO, Mar |1.. Egypuan
police killed 20 Muslim ex
tremists in a Nile River Valley
offcnsive that cost, the lives of
four policeman and a funda
menialist's wile and baby, offi-
chals said Wednesday, reports

AP'AI least 40 people were in-
jured in the four police raids,
the government's Middle East
News Agency rcported
Wednesday. The agency at-
tributed its account to an
unidentified police official.
The bloodicst single inci-
dent occurred Tuesday night
in the southern city of Aswan,
where 14 extremists and a po
liceman were killed and at
least 35 were injured in a gun-
fight with police surrounding a
rnnrnqut* lo preveni a protest
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GENEVA, Mar 1]1: The Uni-
ted Nations Commission on
Human ts has slammed
Myanmar for the "continued
scriousness of the situation of
human rights” there and ex-
tended for a future year the

mandate of rapporteur

Yozo Yokota of Japan, reports
AFP.

In a resolution adopted
unanimously on —
thus with the ofC
— the commission called on
the military junta in Yangon to
allow the country to returmn to
democratic rule and to release
opposition leader "Aung San
Suu Kyi, detained without trial
for the past four years, as well
as other detained political
lcaders and all political pris-

LBRIEERY

One more held in WTC blast: m.

FBI salid on Wednesday a third man —identified by news

reports as a chemical

— was armrested in connection

engineer
with the World Trade Centre bombing, reports Reuter [rom

New York.
Federal Bureau of Inves

tion spokesmen declined to

oncrs.”

The commission extended
Yokota's mandate while dep-
loring that "he has been den-
fed access to some persons, in
p-.rl:lculu:r detainecs including

:L Suu Kyl and that a

r of persons wishing to
pmidn testimony have been
subjected to intimidation or
harassment "

It urged the junta to take
"firm steps toward the estab-
Hshment of a democratic state”

to “allow all citizens to partici-
pntt freely in the political
process” and "to accelerate the
process of transition to demo-
cracy in particular through
convening of the pariiament
elected in May 1990."

The elections were won

overwhelmingly by the Na-
tjonal L@=ague for Democracy
but the junta, the State Law
and Order Restoration Council
rifused 1o hand over power.

The commission cxpressed
‘deep concern at the violations
of human rights in Myanmar
which remain extremely seri-
ous, in particular concerning
the practice of torture, sum-
mary and arbitrary execution,
forced labour, including forced
portering for the milita
abusc of women, politically
motivated arrests and deten-
tion.”

It said the situation had
‘resulted in flows of refugees
towards neighbouring coun-
tries” notably by Musiims who
have {led to Bangladesh.

maumm INternational

China backs UN Commission to
slam Myanmar unanimously

Jupancse representative
Shunji Mariyama said "Japan
earncstly hopes that the

Myanmar government will take
concrete steps to improve the
situation and to respond to the

resolution.”
But a member of the

Myanmar dclegation hinted
that the next time, the UN
rapportcur would not be al-
lowed into the country.

'We are deeply disap-
pointed by the report of the
special rapporteur ... There

will no rpcurrence of such
experience.

He said “the allegations are
unfounded and politically mo-
tivated,” adding: "Every step
has been taken to claborate a
new  constitution based on
democracy.”

details but CNN the man was Nidel Ayyad, a
iﬂ!‘imytlr old chemlc:..lpo;r;lnuﬂng graduate of Hutg:rl
University from Maplewood, New Jersey.

US to renew China's MFN status:

The Clinton administration is ready to support renewing
China's most favoured natfon status despite the neced .for
"substantial " in human ts a senfor official said on
Wednesday, r AFP from W :
Secretary of State Warren C said that while the
human rights situation in China was "unsatisfactory” isolating
China was not a solution to the
lmMW-ﬂﬂ:mﬁmumdmthnlm
wwmhdmummw He
-dd:dll’ntchﬁummhin; "great progress” in developing a
market economy.
The US congress is to vote later this year whether or not
to continue China's most favoured nation status.

PP shot dead: e rubic pros-

ecutor in Georgian capital of Thilisi was shot dead on
Wednesday night, Itar-Tass news agency said, reports Reuter
from Moscow.

Mikhail Kurdadze was killed in tltprdm-rhhhon:nl'
ter returmning from the university where he had given an
evening lecture, Tass said, quoting the republic's public pros-
ecutor, Tedo Ninidze.

Ninidze said Kurdadze was shot by a lone assailant. He of-
fered no motive for the killing.

AFP photographers awarded: -

in the ures of the year competition sponsored by the
lﬂ.bnnr‘l'c:e- phers and the University of Missoufi,
reports AFP from W
Thcu.mqwnlmtprh:in sports calegory with a
shot by Mark Phillips who was also awarded in the United
Suhﬁrﬂthﬂtbﬂchlﬂﬂﬂohlm
photographers won three awards of excellence: Spot
mummhwnmmm
l picture story went to David Brauchli for
"HMMH: in Nagorno-Karabakh: And Presidential
Campaign '92 went to Mike Nelson for his photo of the White
House Cant, "Socks, the First Cat".

. of hooded

IRA kills storekeepe

I’ The Irtsh Republic-
killing a Protestant

storckee
thyﬁmmdthﬂm-ﬂlmhmiﬂh

the killing, reports

AP from Belfast.
in Belfast said in a statement that

Norman Truesdale, 30, was behind the counter of the small
corner candy store when gunmen burst in and opened (ire,

killing him.

The previous owner of the store, Billy Quee, was slain by

republican gunmen four

The IRA

years ago.
British rule in Northern Ireland claimed

rsday's ki telephone call
Belfast m!mmﬂﬁnai’:‘n:; mml:

chosen as a target.

Drunken Germans kill Turk: ase

year-old Turk died after two drunken Germans beat him and
threatencd him with a firearm at a bus stop In the Western

town of Hml‘hﬂm
from Muclhetm,
The

fatled 1o go off, but after the two 21

police said on Wednesday, reports Reuter

“year-olds

WeRPOT
Yeft the scene, the Turkish workman collapsed and probably

died of a heart -atlack,

police said.

Prosccutors in nearby Duisburg have ordered an autopsy.

Both atiackers, who were arrested afier the assault on
Tuesday evening, had criminal records for theft and assault,
police said. One confessed to the attack, police added.

US

A ncwspaper reporter refused on W
compromisc offer and said he will instead go

o jusl for 30

mhummmmmnmnuﬂmmnmm

from Florida.

Tim Roche. 24, refused an offer by Governor Lawton Chiles
o perform 300 hours of community service instead of going

o prison.

I'm not trying 10 be a here”, he sadd,
ecutive clemency board 1o “please do the

Iran slates
West

TEHRAN, Mar 11: lran's

Florida's ex-
thing”

JERUSALEM: Palestinian spokeswoman for the Middle East peace talks Hanan Ashraw
announced on Wednesday, the refusal of the Palestinian delegation to attend the talks in

Washington

April 20. Ashrawi stressed, there still were some outstanding issues referring

to the deportation of some 400 Palestinian fundamentalists by Israel Deumher 17, 1992.

_ — AFP/UNB photo

SRK rejects
compromise
with Croatia

BELGRADE, Mar 11: The
scll-proclaimed Serblan Re-
public of Krajina (SRK), lo-
caled in southern Croatia, on
Wednesday rejected a com-
promise d by an interna-
tional medtiator to end a
weeks-old conflict between
SRK and Croatian forces, the

Tanjug news agency re-
ported, says AFF from
Belgrade.

Geerd Ahrens, an assistant
to Yugoslav mediators Cyrus
Vance and Lord Owen, met
here earlier in the day with
SRK officlals, nullb& its
"Foreign Minister”, S
Jarcevic.

Jarcevic told Tanjug the
proposal called for United
Nations Protection Forces
(UNPROFOR] to take control of
parts of Krajina seized by
Croatian troops in its offensive
that began January 22.

“No authority, even that of
UNPROFOR, will be m'mlt‘l!d
on the territory of SRK,"
Jarcevic stressed. "On that
point no compromise is pos-
sible.™

Misa Milosevic, the head of
the World Serbian Community
who also took part in
Wednesday's talks, said the
SRK is demanding that Croatia
"strictly” adhere to UN
m&muﬂty Council Resolution

The measures would re-
quire Croatia to pull fts force
back to positions held before
the January 22 offensive.

Parkinson dead

LONDON, Mar 11: Cyril
Northcote Parkinson, the cre-
ator of "Parkinson's Law” stat-
ing that work expands to fill
the time available, has died at
the age of 83, reports Reuter.

Parkinson, a British aca-

Gunmen agree to free 2 of 25 hostages

Nicaraguan embassy still under siege

SAN JOSE, Mar 11: A group

gunmen who sior-

med the Nicaraguan Embassy

“and seized 25 hostages

promf
ised to free two Costa Ricans
Thursday to hel

standoll, reports AP.

But the gunmen, opponents
of Nicaragua's president,
Violeta Chamorro, refused a
mediator's suggestion to move
to the Roman Catholic Curia to
ncgotiate an end to the siege

that began Monday .

end the

Ghali appeals
for release of
Jordanian

captain
UNITED NATIONS, Mar 11:
Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali appealed on
Wednesday for the uncondi
tional reiease of a Jordanian
army captain abducted more
than two wecks ago while
as a UN observer in
Cabinda, Angola, reports
Reuter.
"Despite persisient cfforts
the UN Verification
(UNAVEM), Captain
Fayez H A Shadilat (Jordan). ..
who was kidnapped on

m 23... has not yel been
.. & spokesman for
Boutros-Jhall said.

A groap which admitted re-

ity for the abduction
m it was still holding

Shadtfat and contacts were
under way Iin Kinshasa, the
capital of Zaire, for his reicase.
“The Secretary-Gencral ap-
peals 1o those who are holding
captain Shadifat to relcase him
ncnnd:lthnnliy and without
fu.rﬂ:n delay.” the stalement

Tht UN spokesman de
clined «& Mentify which group
was holcing the officer,

I .

An unidentified spokesman
jor the group said Yamil Jose
Alfaro and Johnny Fonseca
Amador would be ‘reléased
Thursday morning, but gave neo
details.

The s man discussed
the planned releases Wednes-
day in a television interview.
He also promised that Amba-
ssador Alfonso Robelo and the
other remaining hostages, all
Nicaraguans, would not be
hurt.

Earlier reports had said the

p took 20 others
ater said 23. But the spokes-
man put the number at 25

The group, apparently ri-
ght-wing Nicaraguans unhappy
over the Chamorro govern-
ment's close ties with leftist
Sandinistas, demanded the
ouster of key presidential aides
and a 6 million dollar mnsom.

Mrs. Chamorro turned
down both demands.

Nicaraguan Cardinal Miguel
Obando y Bravo, acting as a
mediator, described the
standofl as “rather difficult and
very tense,” and said Lthe at-
tackers were armed with
grenades, gasoline and riflcs,

Obando y Bravo spoke late
Wednesday with Jose Urbina,
the group's leader, and offered
to move negotiations to the
Curia building or the Vene-
zuelan Embassy.

But the spokesman pro-
pﬂged meet in the Nicar-

. and both sides

|.greed to resume talking early

Thursday.
Mrs, Chamorro's 14-party

coalition defeated the Sandi-
nistas in 1990 elections that
followed a decade of Sandinista
rule and civil war with US-
backed Contra rebels.

But to the outrage of her
supporters, many leftist lead-
ers remain in positions of

Dozens of students demonstrating in Jakarta to Mt the
National Assembly's decision to nominate incumbent
President Suharto as the sole candidate for the sixth

consecutive term.

— Star TV photo

power as she tries to keep the
country from degenerating

army.

They also want the presi-
dent to oust Antonio Lacayo,
the minister of and
the real power in his mother-

in-law's government.

Suharto
Sworn in

JAKARTA, Mar 11:
President Suharto took the
oath of office for his sixth five-
year term Thursday and partic-
ipatory prac-
ticed in Indonesia, -l:nl back
into the deep freeze until
1988, reports AP,

In a speech to the People's

Consultative Assembly, Suharto
said his goal was "to bring the
whole nation closer to the
realtzation of a prupunu Ill'!
imbued with :qulg
equity imbue

rith

He lci:mhdpd that at
lcast 27 milllon of the over
182 mlLIhn people In the
world's fourth most populous
nation lived below the poverty
line,

"We have to create new jobs
for millions of people... we
have to distribute develop-
ment gains more equitably in
order to create a tangible so-
cial justice, to have

equity between .Emll. be-

tweeh groups between
segments of our society,”
Suharto said.

The has been stable
and made good under
the 71-year former gen-
eral, but many Indonesians are
dissatisfied.

Off the Record
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Shyness is disadvantage

for women
WASHINGTON: A male infected with AIDS is three times

more likely to be correctly diagnosed in a Bronx emergency
room than is an infected women because doctors oflen are

too shy to ask about sex, a study shows,

AP.

Mayris P. Webber, a researcher with the Montefiore

Medical Center and Albert Einstein College of
of more than 2,000

health workers were quicker to
habits than about unsafe sex. The

City’s five boroughs.

New York, said a st
Bronx hospital shows
ask patients about

Bronx is one of New Y.

Medicine in
s at a

As a result, she reports in a study 1o be ﬁuhlhhnd

Thursday

in the American Journal of Public

infected with the AIDS virus from sexual intercourse often go
undiagnosed until later in their disease.
Webber said an AIDS blood test often is conducted only if

an cmergency
with AIDS or learns that a

"When they ask about

room doctor detects a condition associated
patient is practicing some type of
risky behavior, such as intra-H.60

behaviour, Hﬁp:rnminl'llt

time they asked only about IV (intravenous) drug risk. | think
it is easier to ask a person about an IV drug history than il is
about sexual histories,” sald Webber. But she noted "That shy-
ness or discomfort is a disadvantage for women patients.”
American women, said Webber, are almost as likely to ac-
quire AIDS from sexual intercourse as from IV drug usec. As a
result women are more adversely aflected by the not being

asked about sex habits.

It must be open

WASHINGTON: A federal judge ruled on Wednesday that

First Lady Hillary Rodham C

's task force on health care

reform must hold open meetings to gather information, re-

poris Reuter.

In a partial setback for the administration, US district
judge Royce Lamberth barred the task force from holding any
meeting until it complies with a 1972 law that requires
Federal Advisory Committees to conduct sessions in the open.

Hillary Clinton and six cabinet members who belong (o the
Lasks force were sued last month by two heailth groups and a

open.
“The public has the t to know what information is be-
ing presented to the task force and by whom it is being

. to learn of costs involved in the gathering of the
, and to a these meetings,” Lamberth wrote in the
30-page ruling.

"While the court takes no pleasure in determining that one
of the first actions taken by a new is in direct isola-
tion of a statute enacted by the court’s duty is to
apply the laws to all individuals,” he said.

Access to disabled customers

WASHINGTON: The t has 10 lawyers to enforce
the new statutory that disabled Americans can go

shopping. attend a concert, or dine out. Already they have BO

lo 80 cascs apicce— and have filed exactly one lawsuit, re-
poris AP, .

In the year since the Americans with Disabilities Act re-
quired 5 million public places to provide access to disabled
customers, the Justice Department unit has recetved 900
complaints of discrimination, most involving physical barri-
rs. .
Many stand to be resolved without legal action, once busi-
ness fulfil their p to perform the needed work, such as
buflding wheelchair ramps, officials say.

_ Meanwhile, the only court action 'so far was a suit filed in
December  against a California charged with dis-
criminating against hearing-impared students enrolled in
classes for certified public accountants. M:ﬂ:hpcnmng

"With a new law, ft takes some time to stafl up,” said
John Wodatch, chief of the department's public access sec-
tion, which includes the 10 attorney-investigators and three
paralegal ml:tnnla "I'm hopeful. as time goes by, to get
more resources,” he said.

"It's to right now,” he added.

Wodatch, whose unit is part of the Civil Rights Division,
said all 10 lawyers are based in Washington. although cases
under the act involve business nationwide and may require

on-site inspections.

Christopher accuses UN
of gross inefficiency

WASHINGTON, Mar 11: US
Secretary of State Warrent
Christopher on Wed ac-

cused the United Nations of

gross inefficiency, though he
ndmil:tcd a slight improvement
under Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghalia, re-
poris Reuter.

Testifying to a house appro-
priations sub-committee, Ch-

ristopher was asked whether

he was satisfied with the UN's -

performance.

"No, sir, I'm not satisfied
that it's been reformed. | think
there are still inefMiciencies,
perhaps even gross ineffi-
clencies,” he said. T'm by no
means satisfied, although [ do
think that there has been
some modest improvement.”

The United States pays a
quarter of the UN budget and
over 30 per cent of its peace-
keeping expenses bul is sev-
eral hundred million dollars in
arréars.

— —

Christopher said he would
ke 10 reduce the proportion
of UN peacckeeping cosis
borne by Washington and
would definitely fight to pre-
vent the US share growing

even larger.

Because of its economic
plight, Russia has been arguing
that it cannot maintain fits
share of the UN's burgeoning
peace costs,

Christopher said former US
Ambassador to Zaire, Meclissa
Wells, who on Tuesday became
UN Undersecretary-General
for Administration and Mana-

gement, would spearhead
Wash ‘s drive for greater
UN efficiency.

Diplomats said Washington
has claimed the post that
could most influence the effi-
ciency of the UN administra-
tions as to be able to justify to
Congress the necessity of pay-
ing up US arrears and sending
in fts dues on time,

American Muslims

NEW YORK, Mar 1]1: Ghazi
Khankan is stru to
pass his Islamic
values 10 his children.

the suspects as Arab
Musiims. If the situation
different. asked,

or llalian bomber?
Khankan spoke by telephone
irom his house on
island, asking that
hometown not be disclosed
out of concern that Crabs
might be targeted as part of
a backlash. "There are cra-
zies out there,” he said.
On Brooklyn's Atlantic Avenue,
the apprehensive among
Arabs was even stro
Dozens of people from nﬁ:
tors to store owners refused
mumh-ﬂhmﬂ
the Farooq mosque, a man
said the faithful had veted
not o talk 1o the press.
"Please come back when there
is peace.” asked the man,
who identified himsell only
as Kartm
Like many Muslim parents,
Khankan fought hard to
make sure that his children
grew up aware and proud of

Ltheir heritage. He sent his
son and to one of
* the only Islamic schools on

Long Island “so they would
not feel that they are od-
dballs, the only Muslims
around.

He made sure to take his son
to Friday prayers and (o buy
meat slaughtered according
te religious command-
ments. Khankan and his
wife, a Ukrainian convert to
Islam, also taught their
children a strict morality
that prechuded dating and
parenis where the sexes
mixed.

But Khankan found himself
competi againat TV
s hows movies poriray-
ing what s anathema to
many Muslima a seeular and
permissive society That ac
cording to Khankan toler
ated drugs. alcohol and teen

pregnancy .

"Atl the beginning thecy were
rebellious. They were won-
dering why neot’ date,
Khankan said. But we ex-
plained to them that this

was inappropriate in our
culture.

He said his children, now In
their 208, "didnt like 1L
but they accepted i1.°

The Khankans, like many
Mushims {n America sought
to assert their dentities In
a socicly they regard as
indifferent if not hostile.

In a society like America
where you have 1o assimi-
late, like %t or not, you dig a
bit ceeper into your roots as
a sell-defence mechaniam
o retain your identity and
to preserve it for your chil-
dren.” sard Khalll Jahshan.
director of National Arab

Association.

Peter Awn, a professor of reli-
@gon at Columbia University,
said America's 1.5 million
Muslim Arabs “tend to be a

!

struggle to keep values amid secularism

heritage.

Ebeid said he has forbidden
his three college-age chil-
dren to date, hut added,
“You cant tie them up with
a rope. You have to trust
them.”

Khankan and said he
knew of one Muslim girl

from home

nl'ﬂnrmrdmhgt
unmnfnndntyhutlt

We cant smother them, there
has to be a give and take,
Khankan said. But only God
knows whal when

W oare nol arou
™

Order to freeze
real estate

property of
Marcos

MANILA, Mar 11: The
Philippine government has is-
sued a freese order on the real
eslate property of the lale de-

sed dictator Ferdinand

roos aller his heirs fadled to
pay death taxes, the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (BIR] said
today, reports AFY

BiR Commiasioner Jose Ong
said the property would be
scised and auctioned ofl by the

mment if the Marcos fam

did not settie 23.29 billon
pesos (931,72 million dellars)
in estate taxes in tUme, but
ave 1o deadline.

| signed 25 warrants of dis-
traint and levy on the real es-
tate property yesterday. Ong
said in an interview over radio
station DZRH here.



