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NEWS BRIEFS

PM attends Sramik
Dal iftar

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia attended an iftar
party yesterday hosted by
Jattyatabadi Sramik Dal, labour
front of the ruling BNP, at
Sugandha. Sramik Dal presi-
dent Iskandar Ali and general
secretary Nazrul Islam re-
cetved the guests, reports BSS.

Chinese, Russian
envoys meet Hasina

Chinese Ambassador Zhang
Xujtang and Russian
Ambassador Edward S
Shevchenxo called on Leader
of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina at her parliament of-
fice yesterday. During the sep-
arate meetings, they ex-
changed views on economic,
political and social issues of
mutual interest, a press re-
lease of Awami League said,
reports UNB.

Navy frigates
back home

CHITTAGONG, Mar 11: Two
frigates of the csh Navy
DBNS Al Haider and BNS Abu
Bakr returned home this
morning ending their month-
long training-cum-goodwill
visit to three south cast Asian
countries, an ISFR press re-
lcase said. They called on the
ports of Phuket in Thailand,

Lumul in Malaysia and Jakarta
in Indonesia, reports BSS.

Parkinson dead

LONDON, Mar 11: C
Northcote Parkinson, who de-
vised Parkinson's Law that
work expands to fill the time

available, has died at age 83. |

His family said Parkinson died
Wednesday in a clinic near his
home in Canterbury in south-
cast En
death was not announced, re-

ports AP,
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The ernment was opti-
mistic ut reaching a con-
sensus on minimum wages for
the industrial workers while
the employers and the labour
lcaders were sharply divided
on the issue during a joint
meeting of the three sides in
the city yesterday. The four-
hour meeting ended without
taking any decision.
The meeting

of the

Tripartite Consultative Comm-

ittee [TCC), representing the
government, Bangladesh Emp-
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Minimum wages controversy

Star Report

loyers Assoclation (BEA) and
the Sramik Karmachari Otkya
Parishad (SKOP) and jute-tex-
tile mills trade unions, thor-
oughly discussed various de-
mands of the industrial work-
crs with special emphasis on
the Wages and Productivity
Commission report ahead of
the March 15-16 countrywide
shutdown.

The SKOP and jute-textile-
cotton-sugar mills workers'
bodies have simultaneously an-
nounced the 48-hour shut-

The Tri

i LS &

meeting at the Hm"owr Employment and Training Bureau in citv vesterday

Tripartite talks end

without decision

down 10 press for implemen-
ltalion: ol the government
labour accords on the de
mands

The government side for
most of the time listened to
the deliberations the two
other corners. The Labour and
Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan [Bhuiyan, who chaired
the meeting, in his winding
up speech expressed the hope
that an agreement on the min-
imum wages would be reached

See Page 12 Col 8
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Govt should be
firm, Opposition

responsible,
says FBCCI chief

By Staff Correspondent

The prestdent of the
Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCIl]. Mahbubur
Rahman. Thursday said that
the government should be
firm in its policies and ac
tions, and the Opposilion par-
ties should also be reaponsible
and not indulge In politics of
cxpediency on the issue of
SKOFP's demands.

The FBCC] presidenl in a
statement sakd that the SKOP
threat for 48 hour shutdown
was a destabillising lactor
causing greal unceriainly
among thdustrialists and for

See Page 12 Col B
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Allegations of corruption

No parliamentary

committee report
: Speaker

withheld

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Shafkh Rarzak AN
Thursday refuted Op tion
charges that reports ol parhia-
mentary commiitees were be-
ing withheld to suppress alle-
gations of corruption against
the government saying that any
member of the House had ac-
ress to any of the reports.

The Speaker added that in
some instances members of
parllamentary commitiees ex-
cceded their limits and even
interfered with the functioning
of government Institutions.

Rising on a point of order,
leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina said that cor-
ruption by ministers had been
detected by various :
tary committees but, she
added, there was a move to
suppresa the reports.

Demanding submission of
the reports in the House,
Hasina cited, as an example.
that the report of the Public
Undertakings Commitice was
yet to be placed belore the

See Page 12 Col 4

Majid brushes aside
opposition charges

Acting Deputy Leader of the
ITouse Major General (Retd)
Majid-ul-Haque yesterday came
out with a strong defence of
the performance of the gov-
crnment and uneguivocally
told the Jatiya Sangsad that
the BNP government would
continue its unremitting en
deavour (o bring all round de-

{ velopment to the country, re-

ports BSS.

Winding up the discussion
on the motion of thanks to the
address of the President he
said the elected ment
would spare no e to live
up to the expectation of the
peopie.

The Acting Deputy Leader
brushed aside the opposition
allegations of nen-performance
of the government, saying the
government expected the op-
position to play constructive
role in helping the govern-

ment function cffectively

The Acting Deputy Leader
regreited that the opposition
had boycotied the speech of
the President. He said Lhe
President was elected by Lhe
members of parliament and
the opposition had put up one
candidate. "How can they boy-
cottl the speech of and elected
President?” he added.

e said the present gov-
ernment had not degraded the
status of President rather he
had been given due status in
the present system of govern-
ment, In this connection he
wanted to know what status
did Mohammaduliah, now a
Treasury bench member, en-
joyed when he was President

of the Awami League govern-
ment.

The Deputy Leader paid
high tributes w0 late Sheikh
See Page 12 Col 3

gland. The cause of

MOSCOW, Mar 11: Russia's
Communist-dominated Cong-
ress voted Thursday to strip
President Boris Yeltsin of some
ol his remaining authority and
cancelled a national
referendum he had called in a
bid to cement his power, re-

ports AP.

In a series of votes, hard-
line lawmakers signalled their
unwillingness to resolve the
power struggle that has para-
lyzed the government for
months and put Yeltsin's al-
ready shaky political future in
greater jeopardy.

Communists scated in the
Congress before the Soviet col-
lapse have hammered away at

Yeltsin's ower since
December, en they forced
him to fire Yegor Gaidar, his

acting prime minister and ar-

chitect of [ree-market reforms.
It was at that session that

Yeltsin p holding a ref-
erendum to let the ple de-
cide who should wield

supreme authority in Russia,
the democratically elected
president or the Communist-

Congre’és strips Yeltsin of more
powers, cancels referendum

era legislature,

But on Thursday, the sec-'

ond day of an emergency ses-
sion called to settle the consti-
tutional crisis, the Co ss of
People's Deputies nullified the
December agreement that ap-
proved an April 11 referen-
dum.

Public opinfon polls have
indicated Yeltsin s more
popular than the legislature
and might prevail in a
referendum. But many regional
officials, some [earing for their
jobs, insist a plebiscite could
divide the nation.

Thursday's votes also rein-
stated a constitutional
amendment that had stripped
Yeltsin of his power to initiate
legislation, which he has used
to implement market-oriented
reforms abhorred by many
hard-liners.

The social cost of such poli-
cies has been rising unem-
ployment and spiraling infla-
tion. .

The measures passed
Thursday do not spell the
president’s remaining powers.
Nor do they specify what [ree-

dom Yeltsin would have lo ap-
point ’rime Ministers or other
Cabinet members.

It was not clear what fur-
ther steps Yeltsin might take
to try to reassert his authority.

Reuter adds: Yeltsin hit out
al Russia's conservative top
legislature today, accusing it of
trying to destroy the founda-
tion of any agreement to end

the country's crippling power
-

Yeltsin denounced a draft
resoluticn that would exclude
any powersharing deal and
cancel a referendum he backs.

"It has left not the slightest
ruin of the agreement that has
existed until now.

"I want strong presidential
power in Russia but not be-
cause | am the president but
because | am convinced it is
the only way for Russia to rise
again,” he told deputics in a
speech.

“The Congress must choose
between conciliation and con-
frontation,’ said Yeltsin.

"I am ready for any agree
ment in any legal form.”
added.

he

Kuwaiti Amir's
letter handed
over to PM

The visiting special envoy of
the Amir of Kuwait Dr Ahmad

Abdullah Al Rubei called on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at her office here yester-
day, reports BSS.

Dr Rubei, who is Minister
for Education, handed over a
letter from the Amir Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
Begum Zia.

During the meeting he
thanked the people and gov-
crmment of Bangladesh on be-
halfl of the Government of
Kuwait for the role they had
played following the invasion of
his country and during ils re-
habilitation works. He said that
he would raise the {ssue of
reemployment of Bangladeshi
workers with the Labour
Minister.

Welcoming the visiting en-
voy Begum Zia described the
relations between the two
countries as very close. She

said Bangladesh will always.

stand beside Kuwail as it did in
the past.

Begum Zia said aboul
60,000 Bangladeshis had been
[orced to leave Kuwait during

See Page 12 Col 7

Mike JS effcctiveand |

meaningful : Hasina

Opposition lecader Sheikh
Hasina made an ap-
peal for united efforts in build-
ing a "poverty-free Bangladesh”
by institutionalising the hard-
won democracy and making
the parliament effective and
meaningful, reports UNB.

"Despite continued repres-
sion on us, we have extended
our hands of cooperation to
the government. Lets make
concerted efforts to bring
about economic freedom of the
people by consolidating
de ," she said.

The Awami League presi-
dent and leader of the
Opposition in parllament was
speaking Thursday alternoon
in parlii'um:nt on thanks-giving
motion on the President's ad-
dress.

Hasina said failure, incom-
petence and undemocratic at-
titude of the ruling party
threatened the democratic
process, pushed economy into
shambles and tarnished the
country’'s image abroad.

Politicisation, misuse of
power, victimisation of politi-
cal opponents as well as flle-
gal promotion and termination

of officials, workers and em-
ployees, she said, have created
unrest and chaos in every
sphere of national life.

Besides the government's
lack of policy as well as its
tendency to concentrate
power and nonfulfiliment of
commitments plunged the en-
tire nation into a state of de-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Minist 3
corruption
charges

By Staff Correspondent

Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Minister Dr Mosharraf
Hossain Thursday refuted
corruption charges levelled
against him by the oppesition
and agreed to place the
ing;' 1 iry commitlee report on
the alleged irreguiarities in the
north south gas pipeline
project.

[ sponding to a call atten-
tion notice moved by opposi-
tion Chief Whip Mohammad
Nasim. the minister asserted
‘the committee report has not
held me or the ministry re-
sponsible for any corruption.”

Publication in the press of
the Professor igbal Mahmood
Committee report, which al-

See Page 12 Col |

JS winter
session
prorogued

By Staff Correspondent

The winter session of
Parliament that began on
January 3 this year was pro-
rogued terday evening with
a call, from both the Treasury
and the opposition benches,
for united efforts to further
consolidate present demo-
cratic system.

The 68-day-long winter
session, with two unumnl,lon‘
recesses for a total of 23 days,
ended with the prorogation
order by President Abdur
Rahman Biswas.

Spcaker Shaikh Razzak Al
read out the prorogation order
at 5:45 pm yesterday.

Earlier, Sheik Hasina,
Leader of the Opposition and
Awami League chief and
Moudud Ahmed of the Jatiya
Party addressed the House.

Majid-ul-Hoque, Acting
Deputy Leader of the House
and Agriculture Minister, gave

See Page 12 Col 8

Chiefs of SNAM,
Saipem held

for corruption

MILAN, Mar 14: The
President of SNAM, a major
subsidiary of Italy’s huge state
energy group ENI, was ar-
rested today in connection
with a widening corruption
scandal in the country, state
radioc reported, reports Reu-
ter.

The radio and the Italian
news agency ANSA said Pio

Sce Page 12 Col 5

NEW DELHI, Mar 11: The
top administrator of Indian-
ruled Kashmir has resigned af-
ter almost three years of trying
to control a spreading rebel-
Hon by Muslim militants,
sources close to the adminis-
tration said on Thursday, re-
ports Reuter.

Governor Girish Saxena flew
into Delhi on Wednesday from
Srinagar, the capital of
iKashmir, and submitted his
resignation to the government
of Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao, sald  the
sources, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

There has been no govern-
ment announcement on the
resignation, the sources said it
will be made when a replace-
ment is found.

A spokesman for the Indian
government said it was possi-
ble he had asked to be
'relieved of his duties’ but had
not put it down in writing, ac-
cording to AFP.

governors’

made when they are formally

Official announcements of
I"Ellgﬂﬂ.“ﬂn-l are

Saxena resigns as
Kashmir governor

accepted by the federal gov-
ernment.

The Times of India daily
said Saxena resigned
Wednesday to pave the way for
a ‘new initative' in the north-
erm slate,

Saxena met Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao after arriv-
ing here from Srinagar,
Kashmir's summer capital and
the urban hub of the insur-
gency, which' he left 'bag and
baggage, the newspaper said,

No reason for his reported
resignation was cited and it

was not immediately clear if

Rao's government had asked
Saxena to quit.

The Times mentioned K V
Krishna Rao, a former Indian
army chief who has also served
in the past as Kashmir gover-
nor, and Punjab state governor
Surendra Nath as his possible
SUCCESSOTS.

The reported resi

Pilot, Rao's main trouble
shooter on Kashmir aflairs. as

Minister of State for Internal

Security.

gnation of
Saxena follewed the appoint-
ment in January of Rajesh

Saifur tells British MPs

‘We are no longer a
bottomless basket’

The country has been able
to boost its grain output and
reduce dependence on foreign
aid contributing 25 per cent
ol development budget from
OWTI TeSouUrces.

This was stated by Finance
Minister M Saffur Rahman
while briefing the British-
Bangladesh Parliamentary
group on Bangladesh economy
at the House of Commons
Tuesday, according to a mes-

sage received here yesterday,

reports UNB.

He told the British MPs that
the inflationary pressure on
the economy has been cut
from double digit to single
digit. The economic and [i-
nancial discipline
¢radually restored alter its re-
turn to democracy in 1991, he
said

The Finance Minister, now

on a tour to Dritain, noted that
the economy is bouncing back
to life although the govern-
ment was left
nine years

of aulocracy

is being

in a mess after

marked by a growth of crony
capitalism.

"We are no longer a bottom-
lcss basket,” the Minister said
adding that “our priorities are
to spread education, raise the
status of women, create job
opportunities and cut popula-
lion growth rate”.

Responding Lo a number of
questions from the British
parliamentarians with Peter
Shore, MP in the chair, the
Finance Minister said various
mensures taken by the elected
government  have already
vielded positive results with
exports and imports marking a
rise over the previous years.

He apprised them about
the reforms introduced by the
government to streamline the
economy and attract foreign
investment

A modest success has been
achlieved in mobilisation of
domestic resources through
various fiscal measures like
Value Added Tax [VAT),

Sec Page 12 Col 7

9 more die of

diarrhoea
A total of nine people died

of diarrhoea while some 1,409
were attacked by the bacteria
in last 24 hours in 13 dis-
tricts, Diarrhoea Conlrol
Room sources said yesterday,
reports UNB.

The latest dealhs brought
the toll from the epidemic to
1.025 since its outbreak in
early January. Some 70,076

ple have so [ar been at-
tacked by the water-borhe

bacteria across. the country,
particularly in eight southern
districts.

Of the latest death figure,
four came from Bhola, two
from Khulna, one from
Jhalakati and another one from
Patuakhali,

District wise
altacks in last 24 hours fis:
Barguna—95, PMrojpur--56,
Bapgerhat—39, Patuakhali—39,

break-up of

Khulna—96, Jhalakati--114,
Bhola— 178 Darisal—140,
Naravangan}—4H, Gopalganj—
20, Kishoregonj—43, Netro

kona— 1 3 and Dhaka— 489
Unoffictal sources believe
the death figure and the num-
ber of attacked could be much
higher as poor communication

: made {1 difficull 1o collect in

formantion Irom the remote ar
P
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