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NEWS BRIEFS

PM takes iftar
with BDR men

Prime Miriister
Khaleda Zia yesterday attended
iftar party hosted by
Director General of BDR Major
General Mohammad Anwar
Hossain BP, at Peelkhana.
Ministers, ParHament Mem-
bers, Chief of Army Stafl and
high civil and military officiais
were, among others, who
attended the iftar, reports

Special Kuwaiti
mvuydue today

1 A special envoy of the Amir
of Kuwalil arrives here loday
with a for the Prime
* Minister of ‘Bangladesh, oflicial
sources said, reports BSS,

DESA snaps 1510
illegal lines

DESA disconnected

1610
power lines at some areas of
Mirpur yesterday, according to
a DESA press release here.
The lines were disconnected
on the grounds of illcgal use of
power and having an oulstand-
ing arrear of Taka five lakh.
The drives carried out at
Mirpur Sec | Block ‘D', Sec Xl
Block 'A’' Sec XIIl and Gabtoli
Market, reports BSS.

HC vaeation
bench formed

The Chiefl Justice has con-
stituted a vacation bench for
hearing and disposing of all
urgent cases during the vaca-
tion of the High Court from

March 14 o 27, a High Court
Division press release said
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Reminiscgnt of 1954 incident : Majid

AL MPs try to force
Speaker to allow discussion

Noisy protests, shouts and
wulkout by opposition Awaml
League marked the proceeding
of parllament yesterday
(Wednesday) over the discus-
sion on alleged corruption by
the ministries of Works and
Encrgy. reports UNB.

The House plunged into a
total pandemonium as some
angry Awami League MPs, ked
by opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim, left their
scals and rushed up to the
podium to demand of the
Chair to allow discussion on
the reported corruption on

the two ministries.

The unprecedented noisy
scene  witnessed by this par-
liament took place at about 5
30 pm when Deputy Speaker
HHumayun Khan Panni ﬁ: the
Energy Minister the
make a statement under rule
300 on the allegation of cor-
rapton in his ministry.

The Awami League MPs
rnised hue and cry urging the
chair not to allow any state-
ment by the Minister on the
issue on which Mohammad
Nasim and four other opposi-
tion MPs gave a notice to dis-

cuss the matter

They also peointed out that
Speaker Sheikh Razzak Al
had already accepted the no-
tice and assu discussion
under rule 62 of the Rules of
Prooedure

But Deputy Speaker Panni
paid no heed to the opposi-
tion's plea and stuck to his
decision allowing Energy
Minister Dr ~ Khandaker
Mosharral Hossain to read out
his statement.

At this stage. Mohammad
Nasim was seen rushing up to
the podium of the Speaker to

register his protest. Nasim was
followed Whip Azizul Hagq,
Sudhangshu Shekhar Halder,
Prol MA Mannan and Mirza
Azam Wwho also raised storm of
protesis.

Some 25 to 30 Awaml
League MPs were seen stand-
ing in the passage leading to
the podium. They raised a
chorus of condemnation “Tul
Rawakar, Tul Razakar.” Deputy
Spcaker was the target ol
their denunciation.

Two Sergeants

stood up at that point
Sce Page 12 Col 3
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Meet wit.hjute workers inconclusive | SAARC leaders

Govt defers talks
with SKOP to
March 12

To the utter surprise of the
SKOP leaders, the ronment
yesterday deferred the pla-
nned with them hours
before the talks were sche-
duled at 4 pm on the March
15-16 nationwide shutdown.

The Labour and Manpower
Ministry in an official letter to
the SKOP noon uni-
laterally rescheduled the pro-
posed government-SKOP dia-
logue for March 12 at 3 pm at
the earlier decided venue, the
oflice of Manpower Training

Bureau at Kakradl

However, the government
opened talks with the the
labour leaders of jute- textile-
cotton mills by holding two
scparate sessions with them
on the day.

In another development in
the Wage Commission contro-
versy, the government yester-
day convened an emergency
meeting of the Tripartite
Commitiee, comprising repre-
scntatives of the government,

See Page 12 Col 3
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Khela Ghar Ashar, a juvenile organisation brought out a procession in city

yesterday demanding punishment to the attackers of a Fakirerpool businessman
Mohammad Mubarrak who was shot Tuesday.

— Star photo

Special Advisor
to Mitterrand

arrives Sunday
By Staff Correspondent

The S Advisor to the
President of the French repub-
lic, Anne Lauvergeon, (s
scheduled to arrive on an offi-
cial visit to Bangladesh on
Sunday.

This was announced by the
French Ambassador Jean-
Michel Lacombe at a press
bricfing at his residence here
on Wedneaday.

During her stay here, Lau-
vergeon, who succeeded Ja-
cques Attali as Special Advisor
to French President Mitter-
rand, would call on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman.

Ambassador Lacombe in-
formed that Lauvergeon would

See Page 12 Col 2

Govt has betrayed

workers: Hasina

Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ac-
cused the government of be-
ingﬁl:i its agreement wi
SKOP, reports UNB.

The Awami League Presi-
dent, while welcoming tho-
usands of workers of Orion
Laboratories Labour Union and
Nila Textile Mills Employees
Union in Jatiya Sramik League,
called upon the government to
implement the agreement
signed with the workers.

Referring to “economic
stagnation”, Hasina said coun-
try's economy was on the verge
of ruination for what she called
failure of this regime.

*Mills and factories are be-

See Page 12 Col 3

A month after bloodbath—I
No sign of reopening
Rajshahi varsity soon

From Asiuzzaman

RAJSHAHI, Mar ]O:
Uncertainty looms large over
the reopening of Rajshahi
University as the authorities
have taken no inftiative even a
month after the bloody vio-
lence that left five students
killed and several hundred in-
jured leading to its closure, in-
formed sources said.

*The university authorities
are apparently keeping their
fingers crossed waiting for
measures from the govern-
mecnt,” one source said
Wednesday adding that “even
the rcpairing of the
halls has not been started till

date.”

The authorities have not
yet held any Syndicate meet-
ing, to review the situation or
the possibility of resuming
classes at the university, the
source pointed out

The university was closed
sine die February 6 following
the clashes, dubbed the sever-
est in the 40-year history of
the university, between the
activists of Islami Chhatra
Shibir and the All Party
Students Unity (APSU), that
left five students killed and at
least 500 injured.

See Page 12 Col |
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Young maid
murdered
in city
By DMCH Correspondent

A maid-servant, Shefali, 15,
was murdered at a residence
at Mirpur in the capital early
Tuesday.

On an information a team of
the Detective Branch (DB) of
Police led by an Assistant
Commissioner Nazrul Islam
visited the house at 2/C,
House No. 18,
Mirpur Tuesday evening and
recovered the body of Shefalf
from a bathroom.

Police immediately arrested
Umme Salma Islam, the
housewife and remanded her
in the police custody for inter-
rogation,

Police suspected that She-
fali was tortured to death.
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Mitterrand hosts peace

talks on Bosnia today

PARIS. Mar 10: French
I*'resident Francois Mitterrand
will host talks on the war in
former Yugoslavia between
international mediators Lord
Owen and Cyrus Vance and
Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic in Paris on Thursday,

Mitterrand's office saild,
reports Reuter.
A statement said the

mecting, to be held on the eve
ol the renewal of peace talks in
Ncw York between the warring
partics in Bosnia, had been
called at the request of Owen
and Vance.

The statement said that the
Paris meeting would discuss
what Serbia could do to help
the peace process on former

| Yugoslavia and the acceptance

of the Vance-Owen peace plan
by Bosnian Serbs.
It is part of the constant

and determined efforts of our
country, as far as all parties In
former Yugoslavia are
concerned, to support the
[Vance-Owen) plan . . . and the
restoration ol peace in this
region,” the statement said,

Former Secretary of State
Cyrus Vance and f[ormer
British Foreign Dawvid
Owen, now Lord Owen, head
international efforts to mediate
a pcace settlement in Bosnia.

AP from Sarajevo says,
Bosnian Serb forces backed by
artillery reportedly closed in
Wednesday on two more towns
in castern Bosnia, and a UN aid
convoy was blocked for a
sceond day.

Also Wednesday, six US Air
Force cargo plancs dropped 42
tons of lood and medical
supplies over Srebrenica, the

Sce Page 12 Col 6

Resist forces trying to
hamper development.PM

GHATAIL
Prime Minister Bcgum K.h.nh:h
Zia today warned against at-
tempts to create chaos and
con{lict in national life and
called the PﬂTh for unitedly
resisting the forces trying to
hamper national development,
reports UNB.

"People have to be vigilant
to see that none can create in-
discipline in national life and
hinder the development pro-
ccss,” she told a public meet-
ing at Ghatail High School
playground this afternoon.

Replying to the opposition
whjrh have branded the poli-
tics of BNP as “politics of fail-

ure,” she reminded them that
the people had brought BNP to
power thrice for its politics of
production and dt\'l:hpm:nl

“The country belongs to us
and we all have the equal re-
sponsibility to build the coun-

," she said seeking coop-
eration from the people to im-
plement the government pro-
grammes aimed at welfare of
common

She alleged that when BNP
is proceeding with the devel-
opment s a certain
political party with its politics
of hartal and destruction is try-
ing to ruin the country.

See Page 12 Col 8

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a public meeting at (Ghatail
ground in Tangail yesterday.

High School
— PID photo

Fear of eviction haunts
embankment people

By Inam Ahmed back from Sandwip

Every morning, 10,000
people on the Guptachhara
‘beri bandh’ (embankment) at
Sandwip wake up from slecp
with a fear that the night past
may have been their last under
a roof, in a sweet home.

They wake up with the feel-
ing that they may be evicted
m-l.:[\y_‘w” people had settled
along the 10-kilometre em-
bankment on the east part of
the island since 1985. Once
they had their own lands.
Today the sea has engulied

those forcing them to settle on
the Water Development Board
cmbankment,

Though life on the em-

Life in Sandwip:

Part—11

bankment had never been

well, ft ecould not be betler
given the lact that they had
lost their own lands. The 1991
cyclone hit them, but being
beside the embankment, the

ioll was not high.

Soon after the cyclone, dil-
ferentt. NGOs like Coneern,
Nijera Karf and Samaj Unnyan
Sungstha came forward with
relict.

Abul Kalam, a settler on the
embankment said, "We, on the
embankment did not get any
support from the government.
The lone NGO, Nijera Kardi,
helped us, They gave us house
building materials and food.”

Concern, a NGO, arranged |

the¢ rehabilitation of

See Page 12 Col 7
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Yeltsin averts
impeachment
move

MOSCOW, Mar
President Boris Yeltsin's uu
porters fought off impcnrrl
ment proceedings Wednesday
us the hard-line Congress con-
vened an emergency session
on who should rule Russia, re-
ports AP,

A motion to ask Russia's
Constitutional Court whether
Yeltsin was upholding the
Constitution failed to win
enough votes for passage.

Still, led by Yeltsin rival
Ruslan Khasbulatov, the
Communist-dominated
Congress appeared ready to
strip more of Yeltsin's execu-

live powers and paralyze his |

See Page 12 Col B

Jayalalita withdraws

NEW DELHI, Mar 10: A
long-time political ally Tuesday
announced that it was with-
drawing support to Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao's
[ragile government in the
Indian parliament, the Preas
Trust of India (PT1) said, re-
poris AFP.

Jayalalita Jayaram, presi-
dent of the opposition Tamil
party, All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIAD:
MK). made the announcement
in a late night statement in
Madras, PT] said.

Jayaram, who also is Chief
Minister of the government in

support to Rao govt

the southern state of Tamil
Nadu, controlled by her party,
said the ruling Congress (I}
Party leadership was conniving
persistent campaigns against
hu and her government.
Jaagmn, a film star turned
politician, has alleged ecarlier
that Rao's party was indirectly
supporting efforts to topple

her government which took
ower in 199]
“Therefore, the AIADMK is

withdrawing its support being
given to the Congress (I} in
parliament,” she said iIn
Madras, Tamil Nadu's capital

Ruling party officials de- }

rlined comments

"

[}rﬂaﬂ:uﬂ
has increased remar
last five years. It has shot up to

Akhter

r‘dl:'f
ceiling fan by the neck at their

comfirm
datc. 0
Dhaka summit

COLOMBO, Mar 10: Leaders
of seven South Asian nations
have confirmed their partici-
pation next month in a summit
which was postponed twice
due to unrest in

Foreign Ministry mﬁrﬂ
said today, reporis AFP.

Arrangements were being
mexde in Dhaka to stage 1o sev-
enth summit of the South
Astan Association for
Cooperation [SAARC) on April
10 and 11, officials said.

The SAARC charter re-

quires the participation of

heads of state or government
of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,

Maldives, ., Pakistan and
Shri Lanka them to stage a
surmuTdl.

Contraceptive

use increased

remarkably,
says Nafis

UNFPA Chiel Executive Dr
Nafis Sadik yesterday said

Bangladesh made significant
headway in the family
sector but it should strive
more towards containing the
population boom, reports UNB.
She said a great deal has to
be done in re social
backwardness if fa plan-
ning programmes are to be ef-
fectively implemented.
The UN Population Fund

Chiel Executive was addressing

a press conference at the State

guest house Padma in the

morning.
Prnjtctln; the success of
the programme in Bangladesh,
use
in

See Page 12 Col 6
Businessman
murder:

None arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Police failed to make any
progress in the investigation
on the sensational business-
man-murder in the capital
even after 28 hours last night.

A [irst class contractor with
the Civil Aviation Authority
Khandker Shamsul Haque, 62,
was shot dead in his bedroom
at 4/13, Tajmahal Road,
Mohammadpur, :Jy unidenti-
fied gunmen Tuesday evening.

Police could neither trace
the killers nor the white mi-
crobus in which they fled until
last night.

Mohammadpur police in-
terrogated the victim's family
members several times since
[laque was murdered, accord-
ing to a police source,

See Page 12 Col 6

Death of Bipa
remains
shrouded

In mystery

By Staff Correspondent

Death of a minor — Sanjida
Bipa — remained
shrouded fn mystery until
Wednesday.

Police fafled to make any
headway in the investigation
on the mysterious death of the
Bipa even after three days of
the occurrence.

Fleven years old Bipa dted
lasi Monday. She was report-
found hanging (rom a

Ring Road, Shyamoli, resi-

dence. She was rushed to
Suhrawardy Hospital by a rela-
Tive

See Page 12 Col 2



