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Barcelona, Bremen in fine fettle

BARCELONA, Mar
9 Spanish cham-
pions Barcclona
and Werder Dire-
men of Germany
fight out the se
cond, decisive leg of the
European "Super Cup” al Camp
Nou Stadium on Wednesday
with the score level and both
sides in peak form, reports
Reuter.

Since last month's 1-1 [irst
leg draw, Barcelona have gone
top of the Spanish lcaguc with
a run of impressive victorics
while Bremen underlined Lheir
well-being with a 3-0 win over
Karlsruhe last week which put
them second in Lhe
Bundesliga.

While both tcams minds
are very much on their leaguce
prospects, they are also de-
termined to take thc trophy
which pits the Europcan Cup
holders against the Cup
Winners' Cup winners.

“The Supercup brings pres-
tige to a club and its playcrs.
We want to win it as this one is
missing from our muscum,”
said Barcelona striker Aitor
Beguiristain, who has hit scor-
ing form recently and nctted
both goals in Sunday's 2-0 win
at Albacete.

Midfield dynamo Jose
Bakero acknowledged that
Bremen were in fine fettle.

"We want to show that they can

be beaten,” he said.
Confidence is high in the

German camp, although Bre-

men coach Ottec Rchhagel
conceded to Barcelona sports
newspaper El Mundo De
portivo that the Catalans must
be favourities.

M L. AUDRUP

"We don't have too many op-
tions after the first leg draw,
but naturally we will give it all
we have got,” he said.

Austrian midficlder Andreas
Herzong was upbeat. "We are
playing against one of the best
teamns in the world but we have
a real chance. We are flying to
Barcelora to get the Cup,” he
told rcporters before the
squad left for Spain.

Bolh sides have some tnjur}r
WOrTics.

Barcelona are sure to bc
without Dutch midfielder
Richard Witschge, who had to
quit thc Albaccte game with a

recurring leg muscle injury.

Danish Macestro Michae]
Laudrup is nursing a bruised
lcft knee after Sunday's league
match bul coach Johan Cruyll
hopes he will play. Bulgarian
siriker Hristo Stoichkov has
recoverced from flu and will be
in the line-up.

Cruyll will have his fingers
crossed that his squad emerge
unscathed from Wednesday's
battle as they prepare for a
crucial top-of-the-table home
league clash wilth Deportive
Coruna this weckend.

Bremen's problems centre
on experienced forward Frank
Neubarth,- who has an Achilles
tendon injury, and midlielder
Mirko Votava, who has a cold
and a fever. Midliclder Thomas
Wolter is also doubtlul because
ol flu.

"Neubarth is definitely out
but we will have to wail and
see about Thomas Wolter,”
Rehhagel told reporters.

Teams (probable):

Barcelona — Andoni
Zubizarrcta, Albert Ferrer,
Ronald Kocman, Pablo Alfaro;
Euscbio Sacrislan, Jose
Bakero, Guillermo Amor, Josep
Guardiola. Ailor DBeguiristain,
Michael Laudrup, Hristo
Stoichkov,

Werder Bremen =— Oliver
Reck, Rune Bratesceth, MMetmar
Beiersdorfer, Ulrich Borowka,
Andrcas llerzong, Thomas
Wolter, Dicter Eilts, Thorsten
Legat, Marco DBode, Bernd
Hobsch, Wynton Rufer.

democratic struggle

Atlanta mayor
pledges help to
bring Games to SA

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 9:
Mayor Andrew Young of
Atlanta, the US city hosling
the 1996 Summer Olympics,
pledged on Tuesday to help
bring the 2004 Games (o

Africa, reports Reuter.

*It is an incredible amount
of optimism to shoot for the
Olympic Games in the ycar
2004," he told officials of
South Africa’'s Olympic

Commitlee.
*That says that all of your

political problems will be
solved, that mr economy will
be on even

you have to mikc the bid,” the
black meayor said.

Yo have my support and
prayers to make that dream
come true ... We owe you onc
and we’ll pay you back.”

Young andcd over the
Olympic ag of Atlanta to

South African Olympic
Committee chairman Sam

The Atlanta mayor said hc
believed one of the rcasons
the Internationa glympir:
Committee chose his city for
the 1996 Games was its cth-
nic and -acial diversity.

*In many ways we have
been through some ol the
that
youre in the midst of, and |
think the Olympics helped us
a great deal to focus our at
tention, to realise diversity is a
strength and that the only way
to move forward is in pecace.”

SYDNEY, Mar 9:
Speedy attacker
Fabian O  Neil
scored a goal in
cach hall as
Uruguay stunncd
defending champion Portugal
2-1 Tuesday night in soccer's
World Youth Chnmpi-nnlhlp,
reports AP.

The loss in Brisbane elimi-
nated winless Portugal, winner
of the tournament in both
1989 and 1991, from quarter-
final contention.

Uruguay now are locked in a
three-way struggle with
Germany and Ghana for theg
two quarterfinal places from
Group B of the 16-nation
championship.

Uruguay and Germany each
have three points afler two
games, while Ghana have two
points.

O'Nell was on target in the
ninth and 88th minutes, while
Portugal's al came [rom
Boavista striker Bambo in the
34th minute.

“A game lasts for 80 min-
ules, not 89, said angry
Portuguese coach Agostinho
Oliveira. “"There is no reason to
lose a game In the last couple
of minutes.”

Cermany needed a spectac-
ular Blst minute overhead
kick from striker Carsten
Jancker to clinch a 2-2 draw
wilh Alrican rhlmp‘lan Ghana

World Youth Championship

in the other match of the
Brisbane doubleheader.

Emmanuel Duah had given
Ghana the lead 10 minutes
earlier after an electrifying 1-2
with Nii Lamptey. Ossei
Kuflour opened the scoring for
Ghana in the first half and
Andre Breitenreiter, equalised.

“In the end we had a little
bit of fuck," said German coach
Rainer Bonhol. "I'm happy to
get a point, but more
with l.ht morale of the boys."

England and two-time
champion Brazil both scored
important victories to make
virtually certain of qualifying
for the last eight.

England dominated for long
periods but could only manage
a 1-0 victory over the Untied
States in its Group C match in
Melbourne. England will ad-,
vance to the quarters unless
they lose their final match to
Turkey by more than four
goals.

Shellield Wednesday mid-
fielder Chris Bart-Williams
scored the winner in the 69th
minute after American goal-
keeper Jeff Cassar had made a
succession of brillant saves.

"We' were vastly improved
tonight. but there is still room
for more improvement, cspe-
clally in atlack,” said England
coach Duvid Burnside.

"We took the game o Lhe
Americans and made it ha hard

for them.”

In the other Group C
match, South Korea and
Turkey drew 1-1. Cho Jin-ho
shot South Korea ahead in the
49th minute and Serkan
Recber equalised in the 85th.

Turkish coach Hamid Serpil
Tuzun was highly critical of his
team's lack of direction.

"My team played like a
group of unidentifiable moving
objects, completely lacking in
intelligence,” said Tuzun.

Brazil relied on penaltics by

laymaker Adriano and Gian to
Lal Mexico 2-1 in Adelaidc,
but showed glimpses of top
form. Vicente Nicto scored a
consolation goal for Mexico.

"The best aspect of our
game tonight was our move-
ment,” said Brazilian coach
Julio Leal. "] feel we are now
on our way to the next stage.”

The Brazilians will advance
unless they suffer a heavy loss
to Norway in their remaining
first-round game on Thursday.

“Brazil were just too good.”
said Mexican coach Juan dec
Dios Castillo.

In Group D in Adeclaide,
Saud{ Arabia had their sccond
successive 0-0 draw — this
time aga nst — and had
star player Fahad Al Ghesheyan
sent off in the second half for a
wild tackle.

"Norway are good tcam. but

we were just a little too anx-

HEWING, Mar 9
Hailed as “gods’
by their eager to-
please hosts, a
team of Olympic
inspeclors on
Tuesday lcft Betji
ng., a city so desperate for the
torch of the 2 Games that
it ordered homes to douse
their coal stoves to cul the
smog level, reports Reuter

To the political hardliners
who control the lives of 1.2
billion Chinese, the Olympics
are & chance Lo redeem their
lmuage - stained with blood after
the 1989 massacre of pro-
democracy demonstrators
around Tlananmen

There are plenty of uihl:r
citice keen w0 hold the Games
— Sydney, Manchester, Berlin,
HBrasilia, and lstanbul are all
bidding and Milan was too un
til crumpied by pelitical scan-

FIFA trusts them

SYDNEY. Mar 9 Trust in
playcrs and the high cosi |
testings have influenced world
foothall body FIFA not o drug
test competilors in the World
Youth Championship. FIFA
spokcaman Guido Tongoni said

here today, reporis agencies,

*We don't  believe youth
phyrra use drugs It's not a
uscful way o strengthen the
body.” said Tognoni

“In soccep you nced all of
vour facultics and with today s
players on the active list for
dimost |1 of the 12 months ip
a year, they would bumout f

they used drugs.”

Anabolic steroids slow a
player, amphctamincs causc
Inss of contrel and speed pills
diminish stamina in seccer
the doping problem is not a
problem

[{eadad there was alao the
cost to consider wilh the need
for a spccial testing room, a

Keley

A reporl released by
states that the counter-doping
efforts of the [oothall, author
ties were succeeding

Supplicants await

dals — but thé inspectors will
find 11 hard to resist Betjing.

Sometime in the first few
decades of the next century
China will become the world's
largest cconomy, overtaking
America. Sometime after that,
its economy will grow bigger
than all the other countries ol
the industrial world combined.

Perhaps by the end of this
century China will be the
world s most formidable sport-
ing natlon

Its 2000 Olympians are now
just loddlers, but they are al-
ready in hard training on
‘athlctics farms,” where their
boncs are X-rayed and their
muscles tested to select the
right physiques Jor the right
sports.

Nothing has been too much
trouble for Betjing in its eflort
to dazzie the 12 Olympic city
st'lection Inspectors on a tour
of pﬂii{hk silrs

Factory canteens have been
scrving cold food for days and
city residents have developed
coughs and sniffles — just so
the inspectors could breathe
cleun air

Soft coal cakes used for
cooking and to warm draughty
homes send up plumes of sul-
phurous smog. so orders went
oul 1o extinguish all fires. For
the lirst time In recenl mem-
ory Betjing had blue skies In
winler

“We regard the Interna-
tional Olympic Commitiee as
god, and what ft says is a
command to us,” Befjings
Communist Party head Chen
Xitong said before the team
arrived

Swallowing their pride,
Chinas communist leaders
have thrown the destiny of the
natton into the laps of the
eommitiee which will decide
on the host city on September
23 during a merting in Monte
Carlo

Conventional wisdom has
Befjing and Sydney locked into
a strugge for the Games. wilh
Manchester trying gamely o
enter the fray.

With its sun and sur{ its
sports-crazry population and
first world faciities, Ausiralia
would seem o have it all

gods' nod

Melbourne thought it had
done enough to get the 1996
CGames, then saw them
snatched away by Atlanta in the
United States.

From Prime Minister Li
Peng down, the message was
hammered home 1o the in
spectors that the government
has staked its prestige on get
ting the Games.

Official propaganda has
convinced most Chinese that
the Games are Betjfings for the
asking. A rebufl from the
Olympic committee would be a
national humdhlation

Inspectors were given the
soft touch — attractive lermale
companions at their beck and
call — and the hard scll. Li told
them: “The Chinese govern
ment will give [ull guarantees
to the Games In terms of
funds. materials and man-
power ([ Befjing wins the bid,”
Xinhua news agency rcported
on Tuesday.

Both China and Australia are
nations in scarch ol a new
identity. Australia is striving lo
find 1ts place In Asta in Lhe
Pact{ic age. China is throwing
ofl four decades of socialism
and as many centuries of isola-
ton.

Hosting the first Olympics
of the 2_st century would be a
defining event for both.

Each candidate city has its
unigue selling t — Berlin
as symbol of the new, united
Europe, Istanbul the bridge be-
tween Europe and Asia. Beijing
is grey, dusty and nondescript
it has a glorious past, however,
and fts future glitters in the
distance.

But sentiment had no place
in the minds of the Olympic
inspectors, who made il clear
they were interested only In
looking at the city's transport
systems, sports infrastructure

and serurity arrangements
Trlmrt in Bﬂiﬂ has becen
snarled for mont bulldoz -

ers and cranes working fever

ishly to widen roads and build
new spurs to the subway o
impress the inspectors.

The city plans seven new
stadiums and gyrmnasiums and
estimates the Games will cost
a billion dollars

Defendmg champs out of contention

jous,” said Saudi coach Carlos
Roberto Cabral, who disputed
the dismissal of Fahad. "lic was
dealt with harshly all game,’
he said.

Norway dominated posses-
sion, but could not break
through.

"It was not our lucky day,
but we have a longstanding
problem scoring goals,” said
Norwegian coach Bjorn
Hansen.

Uruguay coach Angel
Castelnoble, meanwhile, said
he was not surprised his icam

beat Portugal

"M's no surprise how well
we have done in the tourna-
ment so far,” he said. "Peopl
who know the Uruguay team
know Lhat it is a good team.”

Australia already has quali-
fied for the guarterfinals from
Group A, while Cameroon has
been eliminated from con-
tention. Russia and Colombia
will contest the remaining
qualification spot from Group
A

No matches are scheduled
Wednesday, but all 16 teams
will be in action on Thursday
in the concluding series of
first-round matches

The top two leams [rom

cach of four groups will ad-
vance 1o the quarterfinals of
the under 20 championships
for the Coca-Cola Cup, which
continue through March 20.

Oh, for sexual
equality!

SEATTLE, Mar 9 A 16
ycar-old girl who hopes to be
come an Olympic boxer is al
the centre ol o sox discrindna-
tion lawsuit fled Monday hy
the American Civil Liberties
Union, reports AP

The lawsuit, filed in King
County Superfor Court on be-
hall of Jennifer McCleery,
claims McCleery is being pre
vented [rom  boxing in viola
ton of state anti discrimina-
tion laws

McCleery, who ts also a poct
and musiclan, trains as a boxer
under the name Dallas Malloy

"Since | started boxing |

realised how much | love i1~
she told a news conference
"It's lfke any other sport to me
and | feel its my right to be
able to® compete with others

Kathleen Taylor, executive
direcior of the ACLD ol
Washington, said the girl
wasnt secking the right 1o
box against men. only other
wWomen

Since August McClesry has
been tratning live days a week
al a gym in Belingham, about
130 kilometres (80 miles)
north of Sealtle

The ACLU said in a state
ment that the girl “dreams of
someday compeling in the
Olympics, and participation in
US Amateur Hoxing Association
events is the only route to the
Olympics ~

United States Amalcur
Boxing Inc. which the ACLU
says has refuse to send her a
membership application, was
among the defendants namwd
in the lawsuft

The group's Milwaukee
based legal counsel, Paul C
Konnor, said he hadn't seen
the complete copy of the law
sult and couldnt comment on

+ 1. But he sakd the federation is

in the process of starting a
women's boxing programme

Cranney's lame luck
SYDNEY. Mar 9 Australian

midfielder Seen Cranney is
likely to miss the resi of the
World Youth Champlonship
with knee injury,

team officials sakd Tuesday
L]

d SeErTious

Sport

1998 when

American Nancy Kemg‘an performs during the qualifying round at the figure skatlng

world

championships in Prague on March 8. Kerrigan, who placed second at the last World
Championships, fell during the round.

—AFP phntn

Accolade for Bonnie Blair |

INDIANAPOLIS,
Mar 9: DBonnie
Blair, who captu-
red two gold
medals in speed
skating at the

“Albertville Olym-pics, Monday

night won the Sullivan-Award
as the nations' top amateur
athlete last year, reports AP,

The 28-year-old [from
champaign, 111, finally pre-
vafled in_ her fourth time as a
finalist. Blair is only the third
Winter Olympic athlete to win
in the award's 63-year history.
The others were figure skater
Dick Dutton (1949) and speed-
skater Eric Heiden (1980).

Blair, winner of the 500 and
1,000 meter
Albertville, was unable to at-
tend the awards presentation
becavuse she is in Europe
preparing for the World Cup.

Some 2,500 voters partici-
pated in the national balloting,
including past winners, jour-
nalists, the US Olympic
Committee executive board
and members of the Amateur
Athletic Unton board.

The voters had to choose
among 10 Olympic gold medal-
ists. The AAU which has pre-
sented the award since 1930
in honor of its past president
and co-founder, does not an-
nounce a rTunner-up or vote
totals.

The [inalists had been se-
lected from a list of 44 nomi-
necs made by the various na-
tunal governing bodies ol ama-

cvenls in

teur sports. The group in-
cluded Mike Barrowman, who

lowered the world record in

the 200-meter breaststroke
for the sixth time while win-
ning an Ol gold medal.
He was a finalist for the third

consecutive Fﬂl'*
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Two others had been previ-

ous lnalists — wrestler Bruce
Baumgartner and figure skater

Kristi Yamaguchi.
Yamaguchi of Fremont,

- Callff. was nominated for the

second consecutive year after
becoming the first - American
since Do Hamil to win an
Olympic in women's fig-
ure skating. She then won her
second consecutive title at the

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Height of DOWN 21 Tic-tac-toe
1 Bactrian, fashion? 1 N.Eng. win
eg. 40 Cartoon- state 23 Suitable
8 Loving Ist's ; E-lhll"lﬂ 24 E;
touch supply -
12 Espritde 42 Lapdog, rrmm Schon”
corps briefly 4 St-toly 25 Bother-
13 Mother 44 Thunder- ation
of the struck 5 Clt.n 26 Fine wool
Waltons 46 Karate weapon 28 Cling to
14 Riddle maneuver 6 Partola one's
1SUsinga SO0Ms Batman beliefs
paper Earhan costume 30 Summer
towel $2 Proces- 7 Breathing sign
16 The King's  sion 8 Sartorial 31 Corner-
followers? 54 Mom or woe stone abbr.
17 CXXXI ® Bad news 33 "— Haw"
quintupled 55 King from the of TV
19 Consonant  Arthur's landiord 34 Send out
20 Nightciub final home 10 Trig invitations
name, for 56 Adjusted function 39 Bath's
short already 11 Wise state
72 Consume 57 Candle 12 —culpa 41 Battle
24 “Night style 18 Heat unit 42 Theater
27 m.r’? Solution time: 24 mins. wm
medium [HODRNGIE[AARREK]|[LIO] 43 Gen.
290 Nuclear |AIXENLIAICIE BEALVIOIW Bradley
reactor |CIEISISIEIRITISERPIEIOIN! 48 Electrical
32 They .
make good ﬂmull
48 Stench
49 Sword
51 WKRP-
53 Marily,
2 on
MIN]  “Evening
Shade”

Wnridﬂlnﬁbrhl'lpl-
Pablo orales of Santa

{:hrl Calif. and Barrowman

:dmn; three swimmers
select finalists. They
were joined by Stanford's
Summer Sanders of Roseville,
Calif, who won three individual

.championships in last year's

NCAA meet and brought home
Olympic gold in the 200-meter
butterfly.

Baumgartner, the first US
wrestler to win three Olympic
medals, was the oldest finalist
at 32. The super-heavyweight
(286 pounds), who coaches at
Edinboro University, was a fi-
nalist in 1986. An athlete may
win the award only once.

The other finalists:

— Gail Devers, who won
Olympic gold in Barcelona in
the 100-metre race and was
leading the 100-metre hurdles
when she tripped over the last
hurdle in the {inal.

— Oscar De La Hoya, who
won Olympic gold as a
ligh t r and is now
competing professionally.

— Mark Lenzi the former
high school wrestler who later
turned to diving and became a
six-time national champion on
the springboard. He had 10
first-place finishes last year in-
cluding the Olympics.

— Kevin Youn who
knocked nearly a ‘second
oflf the world record in win-
ning the Olympic gold medal
at 400 metres, finishing in
46.78,

Milan makes up
its mind

MILAN, Mar 9: Milan s ex-

pected to announece on
Wed
its bid to host the 2,000

Olympic Games, reports AP.

the withdrawal of

The decision is expected to
be finalized at a meeting of the
bid committee Tuesday night,
officials said.

The withdrawal has been
confirmed by Massimo Moratti,
the former bid committee
president who resigned after

the city government gave only

narrow support to the project
indJ

Moratt! said the political
and economic crisis in Italy’'s
financial capital "made the de-
cision to withdraw the candi-
dacy a necessary choice.”

“It was also a question of
iood taste,” Moratti said.
Going around presenting Milan
with a smile on the lips
doesn't seem right to me. It
also risks compromising the
image of the city for its fu
ture.” '

Moratti said the withdrawal
may give the city more of a
chance to pult together a suc-
cessful bid for the 2004
Oly .
Political instability and
~candals which are rocking
Milan and the entire country
were cited as factors under-
nining Milan's chances of
winning the 2000 bid.

Milan is tly without a
government following the res-
ignation of mayor Giampiero
Borghini, who had supported
the city candidacy.

Meanwhile, scores of politi-
il and business leaders are
heing investigated — and many
have been arrested — in a
spreading scandal of public
works kickbacks.

Milan's likely decision to
drop the bid will be formally
submitted to the International
Olympic Committee executive
bhoard, which meets in Atlanta
next week.

Still in the race are
lderlin, Brasilia, Istanbul,
Manchester and Sydney. The
1OC will select the host city at
its scssion in Monte Carlo on

Sept. 23.

Casinos fight over

rights to promote
Riddick Bowe

LAS VEGAS, Mar 9: Las
Vegas casino heavyweights The
Mirage and Cacsars may be

slugging it out in court over
who has the rights to promote

heavyweight champion Riddick
Bowe's future fights, reports
Reuter.

Bowe's next fight is tenta-
tively scheduled for May 22 in
Washington, DC, against an
undetermined opponent but a
remalch against Evander
Holyfield, the man he beat last
year to win the title, is
planned for September 10 at
Caesars Palace.

Mirage Resorts Inc filed a
multi million-dollar lawsuit
against Caesars World Inc on
Monday, accusing it of fraudu-
lently winning a contract with
Bowe.

The suft, filed in US fed-
eral court in Las Vegas, secks
3 million dollar in general
d plus punitive damages
for what Mirage Resorts con-
tended were unfair tactics by
Cacsars World to get the con-
tract.

Mirage Resorts alleged that
Caesars World knew The
Mirage was interested in a
Bowe promotion and that
Cacsars had sent it a letter last
month stating that it had al-
rcady secured contract with

=‘ comment.

Bowe before any existed.
OfMictials of Caesars World
could not be reached for
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: Z equals C

The

p Is a substitution cipher

inllhldimc

Cryptoqui
letter stands for another. Hynu thlnhhlt!ethﬂ it

will equal O th
words and words using an

locating vowels. Solution Is
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