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One principal factor for the dismemberment
and death of Jinnah's Pakistan was supplied by
academics — economists to be precise — when
they as an organised learned group pressed [or
the ition of the fact that Pakistan was a
nation ol two economies.

Pakistan duly lost her colony because it did not
care for it — but what have we independent
Bengalees have done for that economic wisdom
over the last two decades? We have not fatled
{0 industrialise our little patch of a country, we
have not done famously with our agriculture ei-
ther. That our cereal production has been very
impressively taking on the challenge ol our
booming population is however in no way
indicative ol any great strides made in our
agriculture either in the matter of technological
P or in terms of anisation, financing
and marketing. The facts are chillingly opposite
to what should have been achieved over the last
two decades ol independence.

The failures in a sector in which all of the
population is very deeply involved has resulled in
very large-scale social imbalances making ghastly
scars in our politic that would be hard to
heal even over double the time it took to take the
injury. One big {illustration of this are the two
{aces of the same coin: influx into the towns of
very large chunks of the rural masses and the
pervasive panperisation of the village people re-
sulting in concentration of landholdings into
fewer hands bidding a good- to intensive cul-
tivation the small farmer that had so [ar seen
us through very bad times indeed.

With this as a backdrop. one is at a loss as (o
how to take the Prime Minister's award or the
President's Award for ultural Development
to a bevy of farming successfuls. The President
was evidently not on hand for the occasion on
Saturday and the highminded stufl the PM doled
out by way of promis good for farming was
rather abstruse nd the scn?c of a quick and
short comment, and was cearly not meant to
benefit the farmers present. While we all
kinds of incentives to good work in any field. one
can hardly obviate the fact that it is one thing to
handsomely reward individual achievers and
quite another il the areas of activity represented

these few persons should as a whole be dwin-
dling as a result of the policies pursued the
award-givers. More money is going to the villages
now, if not to the true tiller of the soil. More
knowledge — in the shape ol more ulture
speci s — is travelling to the villages if not to
the working of the fields and husband of the
animals in the fa ard and from cattle to poul-
try. There is a visible result also, conspicuous in
the city market stalls — better vegetables and
fruits and fatter magurs or cat-fish. But this is
only peripherally good if not altogether deceptive.

atever may the western press make ol the
production and business in South-east Asia, agri-
culture is the last hope for all mankind. The na-
tions that will make their soil and water yield

more and more in a regenerative cycle win
thcw_mmh s and the {isherman
that “the seas a kind of knowl of

their b“mlt tha has to be ;l_iecded — Ml:lr
agriculture must a matter ol two-way
knowledge and application. The ture spe-
cialist may please not go to the villages only to
order about and teach, he must go there to learn
too and ipate. |

The b k., concentrating all powers and
privileges of the land in his hands, has far as yet
o get over the shame that once was the ‘farming
conneclion' and AL has yet to prove himself farm-
riendly. He has somet incorrigibly in him
against production of any kind — particularl
farming. This attitude must change and a tru
modern and scientific, human and democratic

outlook take its place before we can work any
tome change in our agriculture, -

Answer to Severed
Marriage

A report carried in this daily on the national
page yesterday has drawn the readers’ attention
lo a problem that is personally traumatic and so-
cially evil and therefore highly' damaging. One of
the reporters has focused on 25 thanas in
Dinajpur and the other some rural areas in
Kushtia to bring to the fore that registration of
. marriages in those places is almost an unheard of
practice and the cumulative effects of this weigh
heavily on the population of those localities. The
absence of marriage registrations may not be the
only reason for many of the social evils the lower
echelon of society is vulnerable to; but the rela-
tion between this and divorce, which has
recorded an abnormally high incidence in the ar-
eas under scrutiny, and polygamy has been estab-
lished beyond doubt,

The report also rightly mentions that a high
registration fee acts as deterrence for marriage
registration becoming popular among the rural
people, particularly among the poor. There can-
not be an iota of doubt that part of the solution to
the problem lies in this factor. The question is so
important that the small localities brought into
sharp focus typify the rural Bangladesh and a sig-
nificant part of the urban settlements. The best
argument for making marriage registration com-
pulsory is that it guarantees the weapon to fight
discrimination against women. Different dailies
often carry reports on marriage-crazy males going
on a marriage spree. This distasteful practice,
su:'pnﬁlngly. is giuﬁn.a juicy treatment.

n a country B adesh, amy ought
to be doubly deplarabl:fjflrcady bmed }:nrlthg;ln
over-size population, it can tll-afford any practice
that even remotely encourages polygamy, child
marriage, dowry and other vile incentives to
bring an end to a settled marriage. A marriage
registration equips a woman with a necessary tool
to bring the erring husband to court and the fi-
nancial stake for violation of the marriage agree-
ment will compel the marriageable bachelors to
take a serious look into the matter before they
jump for an indiscreet choice. If there is a system
to force i)tupl: to take responsible decisions, its
beneficial impacts will be reflected in many areas
of family life. Marriage registration provides for
an opportunity for such a responsible decision.
Byl more important is to create a social

movement against divorce, polygamy and other
such evil practices.
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HAKA: Prime Minister

m Khaleda Zia ts

in the sense that

whe to meet the press.
S0 much so, she cancelled the
Bnc -in programme al
the e nth hour. But her
non-performance is not be-
yond gase. It is visible all over

Bangladesh, which remains in
decp poverty and debt. The
law and situation has

worsened as she ts aboutl o
mnth-t: the first two years of
her 5 year lerm.

She is %0 inept,” says
lormer Prime Minister
Moudud Ahmed. Independent
observers concede that she has
done worse than expected.
One editor feels that by
her subterfuges she has
thwarted hersell and the coun-
iry. Even her supporters are
embarrassed but t rational -
ize that "the nation is besct
with so many difficulties that
NO ONE pEerson Can overcome
them.”

Her own attitude is Lo ig
norc criticism and to push
problcms beneath the carpet.
Whenever a ticklish situation
arises she first pretends that it
doecs not exist and then takes
no cognizance of it. Her gov-
ernment too has developed a
scc-no-evil and tackle-no-evil
behaviour.

This was particularly appar-
ent from the hide-bound stand
it took in the wake of retalia-
tion to the demolition of the
disputed Babri masjid. Many
temples were destroyed and
thousands of Hindus were af-
fected. But the government re-
fused to take any official notice
of what had happened. The
rcasoning is bizarre: "By ad-
mitting loss, we would get
a bad name in the world”, says
a 1lop  «civil servant.
Consequently, the government
uscd all its energy in denounc-

HE opinion polls say
that the man who
broke royal protocol by
touching Queen Elizabeth is
losing his grip on power. Paul
Kealing, Australia’'s combative
Prime Minister, is fighting a
rearguard battle to prevent
;ppniﬂhn jeader Dr John
ewson from ending a decade
of labor rule in the general
election on March 13,

Midway through the cam-
paign the Conservative Hewson
held a comfortable lead in all
opinion polls, Time magazine's
six-point margin being the
narrowest. More ificantly,
he mpre than held own in
two head-lo-head television
debates — an arena where
Keating's sharp tongue and
flerid vocabulary had been ex-

pected to triumph.
So, after secing one party
dominate the 1980s, as in

Britain and the United States,
Australia looks sct to buck the
trends of both countries by
opting for change to the right.

There is still some way to
go. Alter John Major's late
lurn-around in last year's
B3ritish election no one is rul-
ing out a Keating come-back.
Especially because the man
who made global headlines a
year ago through his disregard
for the royal family, be
flighting for his political

To survive, Keating must
land some telling blows on
Hewson. The Prime Minister,
renowned for political street-
fighting, has consistently failed
to tread on the opposition
coalition's Achilles heel, its

proposals for a goods and ser-
vices tax

Although the tax is the
central pillar of Hewson's pro-
gramme, he was immediately
on the defensive when Keating
attacked and called it "a tax
that will ¢ the Australian
way of life.” Hewson explained
that the 15 per cent levy

would not apply to
"everything,” as Keating
claimed.

But it does apply to "nearly
cverything” the fact that

Hewson has got away with it so
far — a few tomatoes excepted

o is testimony to the even

larger millstone around
Keating's neck: one million

unemployed.

Sir, Prices of all the esscn-
tial commodilies in the market

have shot up too much. During
the holy month of Ramadan
some people are increasing
the price even when their is

no shortage of supply. -

it is very hard for us, the
ordinary citizens, to have a
good Iftar or Shehri. Most of us
cannot afford Lo taste chicken
now as it costs Tk 100 or 120
a . Same is the case with
other things like meat, [(ish
ete,

We don't want rich food or
luxurious items, we just wani
simple food at rcasonablc
price. Authorities concerned
should do some thing effective,

Zeshan

One-day cricket
scoreboard

Sir, In fact in each and ¢v-
| ery newspaper the scoreboard

ol one-day cricket and five day
Test match are publfshed tn

the same manner but actually
it should not be like that. In

- Is Dhaka Going Distant from India?

ing India in Purliament. with
oul saying a word ol condem
nation about the retallation in
Hangladesh

‘Pakistan has al leas! agreed
lo rebulld the demolished
wmples,” says a prominent
lawyer. "Our government is not
cven admitting the destruc
tion. much less talking about
the restoration”. The shirking
of responsibility has also come
in the way of the rehabilitation
of the affected, although some
non-offlicial organisations are
doing their bit

Liberal opinion in
Bangladesh is worried, not
only because the government
has been found wanting but
also because the fundamental
ists have gained ground. The
Jamaat {-Islami, part of the
ruling combination. s gleeful

over  Lthe thickening of
communal atmosphere Like

the RSS in India, it has been
relentlessly working for it

The Mushms. by and large.
are op to the revival of
Islamic chauvinism But a
sense ol identity, which has
religious contours, has sought
to be awakened among them to
rub off secular principles that
the independence in 187! had
brought along The never-end
ing ht between the two
ladies — Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia and opposition
lcader Sheikh Hasina — has
emaciated sccular forces. The
demolition ol the masjid has
come in handy to the commu
nalists to weaken them still
further. _

"I never thought that we
would have the Muslim-Hindu
tension again,” a senfor jour-
nalist says while recalling the
days of joint resistance 1o the

Yahya Khan military regime in
Pakistan He s more dis

tresscd since conimunalism |is
casting a shadow over (he
India-Bangladesh relationship.
Indeed, this is correct.

Soon after its indepen:
dence, Dhaka's foreign policy
was "New Delht's carbop EIK;
The Bangladesh Foreign o
hands would tell me then “If
only we could oppose you
sommewhere on some point so
that we project an image of our
inde pendence.” It betrayed a
small-nation complex and it
appearcd that to prove their
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its imited field by liberal ex
port policy.

Rehman Subhan, member of
the first Planning Commission
ol Bangladesh, reealls . that
India was to help his country
put up a fertilizer plant, a
sponge tron [actory and a few
other industrial units to lced
the Indian markel. "Everything
was dropped alicr the assassi-
nation of Sheitkh Mujibur
Rahman " he says. "The eflorts
made alterwards looked hall
hearted.”

It is true that
enthusiasm waned

New [Diclhi's
after
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country's separate identity,
politicians and officials might
be tempted one day o adopt
an anti-indian posture.

That possibility could have
been averted if New Delhi had
been Jess overbearing and
more understanding. It took
india 20 years to transler the
Tin Bigha 1o Bangladesh when
the territory in lieu of it was
handed over im the seventics
New Delhi has universally ab-
rogated even ad-hoc waler
treaty to allow only a trickle
from the Ganges in dry
months

The biggest grievance ol
Dhaka Is, however, In respect
ol economic development. At
present ts dependence on
donor countries, particularly
the US, is total. But it hopefully
looked at India's 200 millfon
market when it broke away
from Pakistan. The suspicion is
that New Delht is cutting into

Mujib's death. There (s also
enough evidence to prove that
it went 1o the extent of en-
couraging and arming some of
the disgruntled Bangladesh
elements who were making In
roads on their country from
the Indian soil. It was the gov-
ernment of Morarji Desal
(1977-79) which stopped
them. Significantly, his regime
is remembered as golden pe-
riod of the relationship be-
tween India and Bangladesh.

Now there is s0o much loss
of faith that even New Delht's
purely business proposition to
use Bangladesh's rivers to
casily reach the Northeast is
suspceel. You do not allow
goods from Nepal and Bhutan
to come by road. why should
we allow our water ways to be
used by you? says a bright
London Fconomic School en-
treprencur

Although the trade with

Bob Holmes writes from Sydney

India 18 still increasing and
creating (urther imbalance of
paymenis, the Bangladeshis
are irying lo develop Mnks
with the ASEAN counitrics.
They prefer Singapore, a free
port. io Bombay where they say
they face all the hassles and
numerous Lariffs till they reach
it. | wonder how much [ndia
would lose if 1t were to allow
the Bangladeshi products
without sy duty

The demwolition of the dis-
puied masiid came atl a time
when the Khaleda government
was hoisted on s own petard,
populist slogans proving hol
low Her ministers with
one another in Parlament in
assailing India, using the op-
portunity for diverting atten-
tion from acule economic
problems. She probably shied
away [rom speaking in the face
of New Dethi's curt words
Instead, she has bemoaned
bandhs a staple food in
Bangladesh. One critic has
pointed out to her that her
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) had staged B7 bandhs
before coming 1o power.

There is growing realisation
that the bandhs or hartals can-

not take ladesh [ar. But
neither Khaleda nor the Chief
executives before her ever dis-
couraged the people coming
on the streets. Now it is an ac-
cepled practice. The Long
March to India eor the
demonstrations beflore the
indian High Commission are
the product of an environment
where the unemployed. the
disgruntled and other lumpen
clements have gained hoth
strength and stature Their
leaders are approached by the

Ten years of left-wing government in Australia may be at an end. Prime Minister Paul
Keating, the abrasive former Treasurer who ousted Bob Hawke from the job in 1991, is
finding his opponent tougher than anyone expected. Keating’'s campaign began to falter
and opponent John Hewson started to water down his Thatcherite policies. Gemini News
Service raises the curtain on a crucial Australian election.

Although Australia may be
t the first out of rvees-
sion, having been one of the

[irst into it, unemployment
and its Mamiliar bedfellows of
rising crime, a property slump
and lack of business confi-
dence have long since taken
their toll. Such things were
not supposed to happen in a
sunny land that dubbed itself
"the Lucky Country.”

Keating, indelibly tainted
with economic woes as [ormer
Treasurer, recognised his own
plight when he challenged
Hewson to a second unsched-
uled TV debate.

The first had produced an
uncharacteristically lack-lustre
performance by Keating and
almost everyone agrees
Hewson won. The second

round was closer, but Keating
still fafled to make an impact.

Hewson was able to parry most
of the tirades and may have

t:rm:r%:d less tarnished from
the slanging match. For the
first time, the Leader of the

Australia: the line-up

Prime Minister Paul Keating haads Labor government thet has
ruled Australis for 10 years. Leader of opposing Libers-Nationsl
Party coalition i Dr John Hewson

Opposition inched ahead in
the polls as "preferred prime
minister.”

The transformation in the
Liberal-National Party Coalition
fortunes is remarkable. Late
last year it trailed so badly a
snap pre-Christmas election
could not be ruled out.

Hewson's urbane manner
and Thatcherite economic
philosophy made little head-
way in the chill of recession.
The medicine the doctor [of
economics) prescribed,
seemed so unpalatable the pa-
tient would almost certainly
have refused to shallow ft.

Besides the GST, the oppo-
sition talked about eliminaling
people from the dole after
nine months out of work while
simultaneously increasing tax
on high-income earners.

.To his credit, Hewson
recognised that this was polit-
ical suicide, and after much

lobbying from his colleagues he
has sugared the pill. He has

given cnough ground on the
dreaded GST and dole cuts to

onc-day crickcl a batsman's
striking rate (in bating) is
more important than his actual
score e. g. il a batsman scored
100 runs off 250 balls and an-
other batsman scored 60 runs
off 40 balls, then the latter's
achievement {s more apprecia-
ble than the former's.

As such we request that
sports reporters, while sup-
pling the one-day scores, must
mention the number of balls
one played.

Fazle, Sabitk and Nazia,
Dhalkea

Local employees of
foreign missions

Sir, It is understood that
locals serving in various for-
eign missions and agencies are
facing some problems in pay-
ing thelr income tax to the
government. Bangladesh na-
tionals working in these organ-
isations are being paid only a
'‘cansolidated salary’. As a re-
sult, under the present rule,
they arc to pay income tax on
the total amount of their con-
solidated salary. But in reality,

they are actually mecting
house rent, medical and con-
veyance expenses {rom the
consolidated amount they re-
ceive as salary. In the present
income tax return form, there
arc scparate clauses for
showing pay and allowances
and, as per rule, the incum-
bent is allowed to enjoy re-
bates on allowances up to cer-
tain fixed amount. Since there
is no mention of the exact
amount of allowances in their
consolidated salary, they are,
therefore, not entitled to re-
bate benefits on allowances.

Under the circumstances, |
would honestly request the
Income Tax authority o kindly
make provisions so that
Ban esh nationals in the lo-
cal foreign missfons and agen-
cles can show the aclual
amount spend [rom their
consolidated salary towards
house rent, medical expenses,
conveyance, book-purchase
and other expenses in their
yearly income tax return
statements and enjoy rebate
benefits as per rule

M Zahidul Haque
Dhaka-1207

halt comparisons with
Scrooge. And it is apparent
that what critics deemed as a
desperate climb-down was a
shrewd mwodification.

The ecrudite 46-year-old de-
serves credit for displaying a
willingness to listen to both
the electorate and his own ad-
visers. llis moderately inter
ventionist stance is now not so
far removed from Kealing's
own One-Nation package.

Hewson is very much his
own man. lie comes across as
headstrong and even arrogant
by the matey standards of
Australia. He had marked him-
self out as a man not for tum-
ing. Now he has turned.

He is still regarded as less
sympathetic te the poor,
elderly and out-gf-work and,
with the recession showing no

sign of abating, this is not a
hecalthy image.
Also, whereas Keating's

maley demeanour and saloon
vocabulary endear him to the
blue-collar voters, the percep-
tion that Hewson has deserted
his own working class roots for
the more salubrious Sydney
suburbs and belter-heeled
cronjes has cast doubt on his

integrity.

And although Keating has
been a fully-paid up member of
the Labor Party since his
tcens, Hewson is a Johnny-
come-lately to the politxcal
scene, having made a fortune
in merchant banking before
entering the Canberra political
scenc as recently as 1987

Keating is only a year his
opponent's senfor, but his ex-
periecnce in the rough-and-
tumble of politics can make
Hewson still seem wet behind
the ears — as evidenced by
Keating's masterminding of
the coup that ousted his pre-
decessor Bob Hawke in 1991,

On the other hand,
Keating’s credentials as a bat-
tler for the little man are f(ar
from impeeccable. The boy from
Bankstown in Sydney's West |s
himselfl independently
wualthy, has a penchant for
Italian suits, antigque clocks,
fast cars, slicked-black’ hair,
loud ties, and even louder mu-
sic. He s not the fdeal
Identikit prime minister most
Australians would have envis-

h;'nung his [aux pas was a
claim that Australia has never

-

government lo buy peace
No doubt, India has been

gctiing the brunt of cutbursts.
Hut when the dramatics do not
yield any result. not lessening
the regours of day-to-day liv-
ing. they can recofl. Some have
begun to wonder where they
went wrong.

"We have knowingly and
unhm-hm played in the
hands of istan,” say liberal
intcliectuals. They wonder
whether Nawaz Sharil, the
Pakistan Prime Minister,
should have been “inviwed”
when the SAARC summit was
cancelled. They particularly
have in mind his remarks — 71
have come (o express soli-
darity on the -demolition of
Babri Masfid™ — in the visitor's
book at Smriti Soudha ironi-
cally, commemorating the
memory of those who died 20
years ago, protesting and
fighting against the Pakistani
occupation army.

The Bangladeshis want to
be [rlendly with the Pakistanis
but no at the expense ol what
the liberation (rom Islamabad
stands for. Nor do they want to
annoy India. This may be the
rcason why Khaleda refused to
issuc a nt statement with
Nawaz Sharil to condemn the
demolition of masjid.

Still | found more anti-india
feeling than before. To my
mind comes the words of the

first Bangladesh Finance
Minister, Tajuddin: "] wish |

could die no because relations
between India and Bangladesh
are so good today that | do net
want sec them deteriorate ™ |
also recall what Mujib lold me:
‘A Bengall does not forget even
those who give him only a

of water. llere your soldiers
latfd down their Hves for my
people. How can they ever for-
et our sacrifice?

Hewson-Gives Flashy Keating a Run for His Money

produced great leaders, and he
once shook his Labor col-
lcagues by telling them that #t
was ‘private enterprise that
brings home the bacon.” Yet he
is still percetved to be rooting
for the underdog, against the
toflfs, and Inevitably, the Poms
(the British).

His master stroke may well
have been to first touch, and
then distance himself from
Qucen Elizabeth at the begin-
ning of her “annus horribilis.”
A Roman Catholic of
Connemara descent, Keating's
republican leanings are natu-
ral, but seldom have they
scemed so timely.

He has picked up support
among the growing number of
ethnic and minority volers, for
whom loyalty to Britain means
nothing, while becoming a cult
figure for the young, Lelt and
the firreverent ol all persua-
sions. Yet in doing so, his One-

Nation me has not un-
dermined his links with busi-
ness leaders.

Keating is rumoured to em-
ploy researchers who scour li-
braries for the weak points of
his opponents. Now that
Hewson has stolen so many of
his political clothes, Keating
nceds something even his re-
scarchers may be stretched to
unearth. — GEMINI NEWS

About the Author: BOB
HOLMES is a British [reelance
sports and travel writer. He
wrole the best-selling Match of
My Life, a collection of great
Jootball matches.

OPINION

Bangladesh — as Seen by Others

| am a regular reader of SM
Ali's "My World". The column
has a speciality of its own in

| that it does not only admit
| readers in

general to an inti-
macy with the writer and his
range of experiences but also
throws light on the working ol
his mind. The pervadi -
sonal flavour ntplchWI dgl;rnpeﬂl;e
harshness of the social, eco-
nomic, political and personal
concerns which often abound
it and, at the same time,
mitkes the alert readers aware
of these in a leisurely way. The

cul and dry treatment of such .

tssues in formal es and re-
scarch papers is seldom found
to interfere with his informal
approach. He is analytical and
informative without appearing
lo be so0; circumspective but
with an air of a detached
passerby. All this is possibly
because of an abiding sanity of
approach and wisdom which
arc_a rich harvest of his age
and experience,

No, | should not be misun-
derstood to be embarking
upon a mission of adulation,
for, at this stage of his life,
lame and achievement, Ali
hardly needs it. My intention is
merely to sincerely appreciate
him and draw attention of fel-
low-readers to my response to
his column,

As usual, 1 was reading My
World on Friday March 5. It
began with a provocattvely per-
sonal observalion which ex-
uded literary lavour and emo-
tional sensitivity. Ali has delin-
vated his experiences and
ordeals at Kuala Lumpur where
he had spent a week recently.
The light he has thrown on the
sad plight of Bangladeshi job-
scekers in Malaysia will pro-
foundly and keenly touch ev-

concertedly reckless exploita-

¢rybody's heart to the quick,
l He has thrown lHght on the

Abu Taher Mojumder

tion of gullible but desperately
helplcss job-seckers and also

on the unpardonable apathy of
the law-enforcin of
the country. | clﬁdc:lnn
thrown t on the c

shades of international rela-
tions, customs and practices.

However, | was ularly
stiruck by the last part of the
column since it immediately
reminded me of an experience
of my own, although of a
slightly different nature. Alf
was 'mystified ... by the depth
uf i{gnorance’ about his
‘nationality, country and some-
times religion and race ...

shown even by some luxury
hotels’ where he ‘stayed in
different parts of the world’". It
is indeed a sad commentary on
our failure (failure of our for-
eign missfons, to be more ac-
curate) .o focus attention on
our country abroad, making it
better known by upholding its
culture and tradition and not
depending on the publicity of
occasional natural disasters.
My concern was not, how-
cver, with myself, but with my
country — Bangladesh. It was
in November of 1990, I was
then carrying on research at
the University of North
Florida. Jacksenvilie, Florida,
USA as a Fulbright Research
Fellow. | was invited by the
Department of Government,
Suffolk University, Boston,
Massachusetts, to give two
talks — one on the culture of
Bangladesh and another on

politics iIn Bangladesh Al
Boston, | was a guesi of a
friend Professor Mawdudur

Rahman of the Department of
Accounting and Business Law
(he was Professor of
Accounting) at Suffolk
Universi'y and formerly of the

Institute of DBusincas
Administration, Dhaka
University. The chairpcrson
and other teachers prcsent
were exceedingly hospitable,
friendly, cooperative and
stimulatingly curious and
asked me many things about
Bangladesh. | was very much
impressed by their curfosity
about eshi culture and
politics and thought that the
audience whom | would ad-
dress would also be inspiringly
curious. We had an enjoyable
lunch together in a very cor-
dial atmosphere and continued
our discussion with interest. |
said, 'From the point of view of
size Bangladesh {s not- a big
country. You must have seen
the map of ..." ‘'No, we haven't
scen any map of Bangladesh.

We only know India. In fact,
none of us has any idea about
Bangladesh." '‘But there are
many Bangladeshi people in
Boston and you've at least one
colleague [rom Bangladesh,
through in a different
Department.’ ‘But you know ...
1 was totally stupefied. Then |,
rather imperfectly, drew one
map of the sub continent
showing all the three coun:
tries, including Bangladesh
and described as clearly as |
could the history ol Bangladesh
to them. They thanked me
very much for my eflort 1o pre-
sent to them a whole picture
of Bangladcsh as far as | could.
When | went to the lecture
room; already equipped with a
slide projector and slides for
the purpose | knew that |
would have to tell the whole
story over again. ] enjoyed In

troducing my country to those
who had little knowledge about
it

The writer s a Mofessor of
English. Jahangirnagar Uni
versity, Savar, Dhaka




