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High-flying Biman beat Abahani |

ng

score of 216 for eight in 45
overs, brought about their own
destruction by squandering a
comiortable position to

the airline team, which

been high of late, a sur-
prisi easy win.

Cruising at one s on 96
for two, Abahani lost last
six wickets — five of them
through run outs — for only 20
runs to be booked for a humili-
ating 140 in 37.1 overs.

The result means Abahani
still lead the points table but
their fead at the top of the
table 18 reduced to just two
points. The losa, Abahani's
second in the league and first
i the stuper league, breathed
fresh air into the champi-
onship race which after
Mohammedans' loss to Biman
on Thursday had become al-
mosl one-g ;

Abahani made an awful start
to their chase of the Biman
score, losing both their open-
ers for 26 in only the ninth

over. The Shri Lankan opening

pair of Athula Samarasckara
and Ashoka De Silva was sev-
ered in the very first over
when Babul rattled De Silva's
stumps for one. Ip his fifth
over. Babul gave Biman a
booster when he trapped the
redoubtable Samarasekara leg
before. The tall Shri Lankan
Test diseard appeared disap-
pointed at umpire Dipu
Chowdhury's decision. Altho-
ugh he made no verbal protest
he stayed long enough at the
crease to register his disa-
proval which did not help
him at all since after the
match he was slapped with a
show ecause notice by the
committee,

Jahangir, playing at number
three instead of his usual
opener's role, teamed up with
Faruque, standing in for skip-
per Gazi Ashraf Hossain Lipu
who out with back pain,
for the third wicket and the
twe segmed to have steadied

the innings when F ueu!’
fered Selim a catch off
Iq that space of 18 nﬂ:.rl

. s COLOMBO, Mar 6
' Fast-maturing Te-
st nation Shri
Lanka are awai-
ting the arrival of
cricket's foun-
ding fathcrs; England, with
unconccaled excitement and
confidence, reports AFP.

A hugely humbled English
side leave India afler a 3-0
Test thrashing and will arrive
in Colombo late Saturday night.

Awaiting them are an eager
Shri Lankan outfit whose only
dhn&nt:nt is that England will

r&n just a solitary Test
dt.rﬁn; short two-weck
toor.”

.-‘.r: ‘are really sorry that we
Samarasekara gets

show cause notice
- Bports Reporter

. The DBangladesh Cricket
Control Board (BCCH) yester-
day fssued a letter to the Shri
Lankan ' Test star Athula
Samarasckara of Abahani Krira
Chakra asking him to explain
tHis- alternoon disci-

plinaty measures s not be
t him. :

asckara, who was
g before wicket by

Bangladesh Biman in

tefday's match, protested
mpire Dipu Roy Chowdhury's
fon in a rather unsporting

! The BCCB served the show

on the basis of the

bmitted by the um-

pités and match referee,

Golam Paruk Apu, BCCB Joint
Secretary, said.

if Samarasekara fails to

Lmvidc a satisfaciory answer,

may be suspended for a
maltch, sources

The BCCB had ecarlier sus-
Endrd national player Salim
.of Victoria

for
his unsporting behaviour -
ing the match against
Brothers Union last month.
Mcanwhile, the defending
Navana Premier Division
champions Mohammedan
‘furun; Club served a letter
Minhazul Abedin Nannu last
Friday secking an explanation
for his alleged violation of club

d 1e.
Mannu, who has reportedly
been stripped of the captaincy

recently, did not turn up for
Mohammedan's super league
opener against Bangladesh
Biman last Thursday claiming
to have been suffering from vi-
ral fever.

Nannu allegedly did not in-
form the club of his physical
indisposition, Il:t:urdinl to
club sources.

- Nanmu must give his expla-
“mation by loday.

dneident,

Sports Reporter

Farugue shared a 70-run stand
with Jahangir. The stand-in
skipper made 27 with the help
of two fours. Jahangir followed
him three rums later alfter
scoring 41 off 67 balls,
inclusive of three boundaries.
With the departure of these
two the slide

overs with his wily leg spin
ners.

Faruque must have been
ruing his decision to feld
when he saw the Biman open
ing pair of Rupam and Shahcen
ace to .32 in 28 4 overs. Dul
then came De Silva with his
redeeming act. He removed

a s 76. The lanky
allrounder oecu the crease
for 114 balls and hit hall a
dosen lours and a six.

Of the remaining Biman
willow wielders only Wasim
Haider came up with any no
table eflort against De Silvas
guile. The Pakistani who

il e - i—

Biman's hero Shaheen (in cap, foreground) leads his teammates off the field after beating

title-a

spirants Abahani Krira Chakra by 76 runs in their Navana Premier division super

league match at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday. Shaheen, opening the Biman innings,

mpucmdmth 76.

Akram Khan, the burly
middle-order batsman, was
sent back to the pavilion,
beaten by a brilllant throw
from short square leg by
Wasim Haider, the Pakistani
allrounder. Akram contribuied
11 in what was to be Abahani's
last of resistance. His
stand with Khaled Mahmud
Su for the fifth-wicket
yie 22 runs.

Sujon, who skippered the
B-.r@’:;lh national under-19

in the 1989 Asian Youth
C pionship in Dhaka, was
involved in another run-out
this time with
Shovon, the Abahani 'keeper
Sujon went back on 133. In an
incredible procession of self
destruction the next three
Abahani batsmen followed suil,
departing in similar [ashion
with the addition of just seven
runs to the total.

Earlier in the morning,
Ashoka de Silva stemmed
h Biman's race lo-

wards a big total by taking five.
wickets for 26 runs in pine

i.. ¢

ASHOKA DE SILA .-5 for 2%

Hupam with the fourth ball of
the 28th over. Rupam played a
cautious knock of 57 in 90
balls, punctuated with a couple
of fours.

Shaheen, the other opencr,
stayed at the crease for an-
other six overs before leaving
his stumps in disarray afler

— Star photo

played for his country in the
World Cup last year, could not,
however, perform his usual ag-
uhﬂ: act in the face of De
ngly accurate bowl-

ing. '!'el held up one ¢nd,
managing 27 runs from 34

balls with the help of two
fours.

Jahangir, the Biman wick-
clkeeper, was the only other
batsman to rcach a double-
digit score knocking 17 in 19
balls. In the ¢nd the Biman

score read 216, less imposing’

than what a 100-plus ner-
ship for the first wicket would
have suggested.

Anis and Samarasckara
claimed one Biman wicket
cach while the only other
wickel to fall was that of skip-
per Moni who was run out.

Abahant now have 20 points
from 12 outings while Biman
have 16 [rom same number of

matches.
TODAY'S MATCH

Mohammedans vs GMCC
(Nhaka Shldmnﬂ

are not getting the chance to
play two Tests against them,”
said Duleep Mendis, manager
of the Shri Lankan side.

The former Shri Lankan
captain, once reputed for his
cavalier batting, was optimistic
of his side's chances against
E :

"It is a very good time for us

to meet . The boys arc

confident and will be go-
ing all out to their best
said Mendis, added ad-

vantage is that England come

h:r:h-ﬂqluﬂcr:dld:mr_

alising 3-0 in India.”
The 40-ycar-old Mendis
voiced dissatisfaction at the
English Test and County
Cricket Board for the duration
of the tour, during which only

one Test and two one in-
ternationals will be p
"IttlonlyEnghndwlwm

not given us meore than one
Test at a time. The rest of the

Test nations have sup-
ported us
"I could u tn.nd if they

Tests m’:zh Bl.tt s

played three, and | fec! we
should have been given one
more Test at least,” Mendis
added.

Shri Lanka have met
England on four separate oc-
casions in the Test arena, los-
ing three times and drawing
once — in 1984 when Mendis
captivated Lord's by scoring
111 and 94,

This is only the second
time England have visited the
island nation. The [irst visit
was for Shri Lanka's Inm:ﬁun.l
Test match in 1982. On the

Another De Silva
for SL Test squad

COLOMBO, Mar 6: Shri
Lanka have included rookie
wicketkeeper Ashley de Silva
in their 14-man squad to play
an E side arriving today
for a Test match and two one-
day games, reports Reuter,

De Silva, a competent bats-
man, replaces regular wicket-
keeper Gamini Wickrema-
s who has a thigh injury.

played just one one-day
international, against Pakistan
in 1986.

The tourists' first game is a

one-day match on March 10.

The Shri Lankan squad issA'

Ranatunga (captain),
Mahanama, U C
singhe, A P Gurusinha, P A de
Sfiva, H P Tillekeratne, S T
Jayasuriya, A M de Silva, M
Muralidharan, H C P Ratna-

yake, D Livanage, G P Wickre-

R S

., K PJ Warnaweera |

angd R Wijesuriya.

Hathuru-

Lankans look to Test expectantly

other three occasions,
hosted Shri Lanka, in
1984, 1988 and 1991.

Mendis said Shri Lankan
cricket had matured and come
a longway since those f[irst
heady -days of being granted
Test status.

"At the start we approached
a game thinking whether we
could last five days. Then the

DULEEP MENDIS

next phase was if we could play
five d.ay: and draw the game
But now we are thinking of
winning,” said Mendis confi-
dently. ;

"Those days the public here
came to see the foreign teams
in action. But now, | feel they
come along to watch us play

too."
Shri Lanka's growing -
stature, =specially at home, has

been highlighted by the recent

tours of Australia and New
Zealand.

Allan Border's Australian
side were extremely fortunate
to leave the shores ol Shri
Lanka last year winning the
three Test series 1-0.

A somewhat depleted New
Zealand team, who [ollowed,
lost a similar series 1-0.

"Of course there is the ad-
vantage of playing at home.
The wickets suit us and we
have enough players to play
around with. Like anyone eclse,
we 'capitalise on these
strengths and exploit the
home advantage,” explained
Mendis.

The dusky Mendis, who
captained Shri Lanka from
1983 to 1987, however,
warned his side not to become
too complacent against the

"Just because they were

" drubbed 3-0, does not mean

that we can write them off,
Basically their side i{s good
with their batting going all the
way down.

"It is not going to be easy to
beat them. But we are very
confident,” he added.

ENGLAND ITINERARY

10 March — First one-day
international, Khettarama
Stadium (day-night).

13-18th March — Test, SSC

- Stadium

20 March — Second one-
day international, Moratuwa

Stadtum.

Sport

‘plan to subject

|

Pardon us, please,
pleads PWD
Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Public Works
Department Sporting Club, the
wooden-spoonists of this year's
| 1-team Navana Premier
Diviston cricket first league
who lailed to win a single
game, have asked the Bangla-

deah Cricket Control Board
(I3CCH) to be spared the ri-
gours of a so- relegation

nlay -ofl league planned by the
TS

In a rare but admirable act
ol realism, officials ol PWD in-
formed the Board, organisers
of the league, that they'd
raither go down to the Milnars
First Division league next sea-
son than be subjected to an-
other round of hopeless exer-
cise along with the four other
leams ich fafled to make
the six-team super league,
PWD Chub officials have no i
lustons as to thetr pros of
averting relegation —
in theory, that is within th:
remlms of possibility — by play-
ing the so called relegation
league featuring Udity Club,

Surjo Tarun, Kalabagan KC and

Victoria Sporting. are
also convinced that ying
four more games would be an

unnecessary — and perhaps
unbearable — drain on their
sirained [financial resources.
PWD's pragmatism leaves
the BCCB Mttle choice other
than lo scrap the idea of the
relegation league altogether.

Such a decistion would no
doubt be welcomed by the
four other clubs concerned.
According to observers, the
very idea of a relegation league
when the points table ol the
first phase of the leaguc shows
such stark discrepancy —
Udity have eight points while,
Tarun, and Victoria
have six each compared o
PWD’'s nought — is incompre-
hensible. Logic suggests that
the BCCB, hard pressed as it is
to get over with the super
league given the number of
"contingencies” which seem
to crop up every now and then
impeding the smooth conduct
of the league, would take the
line of least resistance and
settle the issue of relegation by
demoting the bottom team in
the first league. Yet, for rea-
sons best understood by them-
selves, the BCCB this year
n..mthplﬂtharmelﬁudil—
tinguished from the normal —
five teams with
inequal collection of points in
a fruitless but expensive cxer-

cise.

| Crowe lashes out
at media

WELLINGTON, Mar 6: New
Zealand cricket captain Martin
Crowe lashed out today at what
he called media lies and innu-
endoes about his private life
that had demoralised his fam-
ily, reports Reuter.

"My wife is demoralised by
the whole thing after last
night,” Crowe said of a story
calling for his dismissal in a
weckend tabloid.

"There are lies being writ-
ten, there are a lot of innuen-
does that affect me personally,
my marriage and my family,”
Crowe told a news conference
after the third day of the sec-
ond cricket Test against
Australia.

"l really do wonder whether
it's worth it. It's certainly not
why | took on the job,” he said
shortly after scoring 97.

"Martin Crowe should be
sacked as captain of the New
Zcaland cricket team," the
tabloid paper Truth wrote in
its Friday edition. Crowe of-
fered his resignation after de-
feat in the first Test but it was
turned down.

"He has little support
within the team . . . rarely do
they socialise together,” the
weekly wrote.

Crowe has been forced sev-
eral times to deny rumours
that he is either a homosexual
or that he has AIDS.

The rumours that Crowe
was homosexual and that his
marriage was on the point of
breaking up were referred to
in a television programme
adred last week aflter the first
Fest loss in Christchurch.

e i e 'w\h‘.ﬂ- 3

WELLINGTON,
Mar 6: Australia
ook advantage of
New Zealand's br-
ittle middile ord-
er to even the
honours on the third day of the
second Test today, report
agencies.

After a brisk start by New
Zealand captain Martin Crowe
and Ken Rutherford on a bit
terly cold day, Australia’'s
resurgent pace attack bundied
oul New Zealand's last seven
batsmen for a paltry 42 runs.

Openers Mark Taylor and
David Boon then built an open-
ing partnership of 92 before a
conflident looking Taylor was
run out by direct hit from
substitute fieider Murphy Su'a
for 50.

The tourists ended the day
on 107 for two in their chase
to catch New Zealand's first
innings total of 328 in the
rain-shortened match.

Rain had washed out all but
12 overs of play on the first
day of the match on Thursday.
New Zealand began today on
237 for three, rac ked
up 190 runs on F when
Australian fast bowlers strug
ed to find a tightline.

Crowe and Rutherford piled
on 49 in the first hall-hour.
Crowe looked In vintage form,
culting and pulling pacemen
Craig McDermott and Merv
IHughes and leg -ptnntr ..'-hlnr

e 94
Wamrmne to the hourﬂuy

Then, in a devastaling [ive-
over spell, McDermott took
three wickets for 11 — includ-
ing Crowe, bowled just three
runs short of what would have
been his 16th Test century.

With the score on 286 be-
gan the slide.

Rutherford pushed forward
1o Hughes and was adjudged o
be caught behind by lan Healy.

Hughes then knocked out
Tony Blain's off-stump in his

McDermott after making only
13 and it was during this pe-
riod that Crowe lost momen-
tum in his own

Crowe received little of the
strike while wickets were
falling at the other end and
stru to score from the
tight bowling of McDermott
and Warne.

McDermott eventually re-
moved Crowe's off-stump with
the skipper looking uncom-
fortable on 97.

The classy New Zealand

| captain batted for four hours in

DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 7, 1993

all, hittd 14 boundaries ana
one six, but lacked support
from the lower order to push
the total towards 400.

Shane Warne polished off
the tail after lunch and the
young legspinner deserved
much better figures than his
return of 2-50 from 29 overs.

Boon and Taylor easily
weathered New Zealand s
opening attack on a pitch

'AuSSIes restrict Kmns to 328

mm 1st Innings
Greatbatch ¢ Taylor b Retfiel 61

Wright ¢ Healy b Hughes H
Jones b Reiflel

Crowe b McDermott ?T

Rutherford ¢ Healy b Huglu.‘n

Blain b Hughes

Cairns ¢ Border b Ht:l}ernmul:i
Patel not out 13

Morrisen ¢ Warne b

MeDermott 2

which apart !'rnm the ocea

Watlson ¢ Taylor b Warme 3

hunrnlmn nhipptr Allan Border grimaces lﬂ.ﬂ' rntchm;
New Zealand batsman Chris Cairns during the third day's
play of the second Test at the Basin Reserve yesterday. The
Kiwis were all out for 328.

sional low bounce offered little
to the seamers.
Taylor grew in confidence
as the afternoon progressed,
several fuller deliveries
from [ast bowlers Danny
Morrison and Chris Cairns ofl
the front foot to the cowver

boundary.

Taylor's filty came up in
135 minutes off 112 balls and
inchuded six four.

Out of form before the New

Zealand tour, Taylor re-estab-
lished himsell as Boon's [irst-
choice opening partner with a
valuable 32 in the first Test in
Christchurch and now 50 in
Wel n.
T“nl;ﬁ’l contribution on the
seaming Lancaster Park pitch
helped set up Australia for
their crushing innings and 60-
run inside four dnyl in the first
Test. =

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at the close of
the third day of the second
cricket Test between Ausiralia
and New Zealand at the Basin

— AFP phm
Owens b Warne
Extras: (7-b. 11-lb, 2-w, lﬂ-
nb) 30
Total: 328

Fall of wickets: 111, 120;
191: 286: 288; 306; 307, 313;
328; 328.

O M R W
McDermott 3] B8 = g
Hughes 35 9
ReifTel 23 : : g
S Waugh 15
Wame 99 9 S8 2
M Waugh 2 1 8 O

AUSTRALIA: 1st

Boon ¢ and b Morrison ot ¥ 4
Taylor rén out ' 50
Lln‘cr not out 8
not out 0
Extm (Ib-8, nb-3) 12
Total: {for two wickets) 107
To bat: S Waugh, A Border, |
Healy, M H . P Reiflc], S
Wame, C Mc tt
Fall of wickets 1-92: 2-105
Bowling O M R W
Caims 13 2 28 0
Morrison B 3 24 i
Watson 17 8 27 O
Owens * B 2 ]E 0
Palcl| 0

England captain Graham Gooch holds the cup after the six-match one-day senes ended 3-3.
India won the last match at Gwalior on Friday. Gooch's counterpart Azharuddin is also

seen admiring the Charms Cup.

— AFP photo

| Harassed

NEW DELLHI, Mar
6: England’'s bat-
tered cricketers
departed [rom
india's shores
— Saturday leaving
behind a jubilant nation
celcbrating one of the greatest
turnabouts in the gamie's
history, reports AFP.
Following the wunprece-
dented 3-0 "spinwash” in the
Tests, a magnificent comeback
to draw the one-day series was
an unexpected bonus for even
the most optimistic Indian
supporter.

Gooch keen to
lead England

in Ashes series

LONDON, Mar 6: Graham
Gooch hinted on Saturday he
is ready to captain England
against Australia this year de-
spite his team's 3-0 Test
whitewash in India, reports
Reutcer.

“It's every England player’s
dream to beat Australia on
home soil,” he said on his re-
turn to London on Saturday.

“1 still like playing for
ngland. | didn't have my best
tour but | haven't lost confi-
dence in my ability.”

"We didn't get our act to-
gether as a team and were well
beaten.”

England manager Keith
IFletcher and chairman of se-
lectors Ted Dester have urged
Gooch, 39, to carry on as cap-
tun.

But the Ashes series
against Australia would almost
certainly bring down the final
curtain on a Test career span-
ning more than 100 matches.

Gooch said before the
Indian trip that it would be his
lasl overseas tour. He wenl
only on condition that he did
not have to go on the final leg
to Shri Lanka.

Alec Stewart has taken over
the captaincy in Shri Lanka
where England will play one
Test and two one-day interna-
Honals.

Englishmen off to SL

Having watched on televi-
sion th: drubbing India re-
ceived in Australia and South
Africa over the past 16
months, most Indians would
have setiled for less.

The great revival not only
caused a major sensation in in-
ternatfonal cricket but also
gave a new lease of life to the
game's popularity in this
cricket-mad country

"Everyone loves a winner.
And the best of this vic-
tory is that cricket has once
again become the national pas-
time,” observed Madhavrao
Scindia, the president of the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI).

As the  beleaguered
Englishmen groped and plod-
ded their way through the 10-
week tour, they recefved little
sympathy from critics and fans
alike.

Most Indifan fans recall
former England opener Geoff
Boycott's comment that cap-
tain Mohammad Azharuddin's
men were "The worst cricket
team in 28 years" or England
manager Keith Fletcher's pre-
diction during a spying mis-
sion to South Africa in
December that "They will not
be a problem.”

Former Indian Test bals-
man Dilip Sardesai responded:
“The tourists were the worst
cricket side to visit our shores.
They lacked imagination and
had no clue on how to play
spin.”

Even though the cricketers
themselves offered no excuses
for their defeat, the rumblings
in the British press about the
smog in Calcutia, the prawns
in Madras and general chaos in
India were heavily criticised.

In an editorial entitled
"Prawnus florribilis”, the re
spected India Today magazine
wrote: “The hangover of the raj
{s obviously more prolonged
than the effects of an overdose
of stir fried prawns. And the

indignity of losing a Test series

to the 'natives infinitely
harder to stomach.”

"Any international sports

team worth its salt and chili
pepper knows that the true
Test of ability is to perform in
alien conditiens and still over-
come the opposition.”

"If a plateful to prawns can
spely doom for an entire team,
it's clearly time for English
players and their jou stic
colleagues to get used to more
examples of the Raj's revenge,”
the magazine concluded.

England were clearly out of
sorts in alien conditions de-
spite five weeks of practice on
artifictal spinning wickets back
home and rigorous training
sUssions.

England captain Graham
Gooch admitied India were
"The better team who de-
served their success” and
called for "some deep thinking
by English authorities about
the fulure prospects.”

India, who have won seven
of their last eight matches at
home but are winless in 16
Tests abroad, still have a way
10 go before being considered
among the very best Test na-
tions.

But no one here is com-
plaining. as the nation rejoices
in India's biggest cricket tri-
umph since Sunil Gavaskar's
team won the World
Championships of cricket in
Australia in 1986

Man of the moment is
Azharuddin, who put aside ear-
lier disappointments to lead
from the front with a spectacu-
lar display with the bat and in
the ficld.

He began England's plight
with a brilliant 182 in the first
Test in Calcutta and delivered
the knockout punch with a
blistering 95 in Gwalior Friday
to level the one-day series
threc all.

"It is great to return teo
form. | would like to bat on
and on and on,” said a relieved
Azharuddin, whose job was on
the line when India returned
from their dismal African safari
In January

‘It was also good to see spin
take centre s once again,
the 30 year-old said,




