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Decency and Politics

The Prime Minister's presence at the Leader of
the Opposition's Iftar party and the sense of joy-
ful camaraderie that it radiated among the nu-
merous luminarties present on the occasion can
be portentous of very many good things to happen
to our national affairs. The nation, hitting a kind
of nadir from the euphoric days of December 90,
did not half so much expect the two leaders to sit
together taking the opportunity of a soclo-reli-
glous occasion— and it must be said it was
patently something that couldn't have been
dreamt of a week before. That Hasina hosting an
Iftar party and Khaleda joining it should make
such a national news splash, however welcome,
betrays an array of weakness, some of them mean
and extremely on the personal level, that has
been vitiating our ways towards good govern-
nance and a tolerably dependable democratic
polity. While there is no reason to go wild think-
ing this to be that much-longed-for turning point
in the relationship between the two top leaders.
the two main parties and indeed two principal
stands of politics, it would be simply foolish to
dismiss it as of little consequence or as a gim-
mick performed for eflects no one is well aware

of.

There will be no shortage of people taking
pleasure in researching into who of the two
spurmned the other's political overtures garbed in
bon homie, and how many times. But that would
be downright mean and would certainly detract
from the good thing it really was on the afternoon
of March 5. Before we get down to rejoice at the
possibility of the two parties starting to talk
across the table— and there is so much to talk
about, so many weighty things — we should con-
gratulate the two leaders for introducing into our
political practice a modicum of oriental courtesy
that costs nothing but gives so much. This aspect
of the March 5 Iftar party gains in moment when
one appreciates that of the many reasons con-
tributing to the making of our political arena into
a wondrous pasture land for mastant featuring a
profusion of exchanges full of threats and intimi-
dations, the most potent has been the absence of
courtesy and a sense of decorum — just plain old-
world decency.

The nation simply cannot move with two
horses drawing the cart into oppoosite directions.
If the perennial SKOP thing has to be settled to
the satisfaction of all the parties or the unending
eruptions in the academic institutions have to be
curbed for good. both the parties and their lead-
ers must find some ground of convergence. It is

difficult to imagine how without the ruling party's |

Soﬂ along. the opposition can realise the an-

of the Indemnity thing — a question of
gredat national importance although it is.

We are happy that the Prime Minister has been
nice enough to respond to Sheikh Hasina's invita-
tion. These things help so much and in so many

ways. To both the host and the invitee we want to
submit that little is gained by arrogance and a
false sense of honour and superiority while
these things cost much by way of sapping the
life of a nation. Let the small step of Friday
evening transform into a mighty stride foward
for the nation by virtue of the actions that would
now follow.

A Charming Message

A group of school-going teenagers in
Kathmandu have passed on a charming message
to Princess Diana: "Please do not get a divorce
from Prince Charles."

The visiting member of the British rnyalt:}.‘

currently separated from her husband, got this
touching plea on Thursday when she was touring
the institution to open a new girls' dormitory. °

The teenagers were polite enough to convey
their unexpected message, not directly, but
through their teacher, just in accordance with
the traditional Asian custom. In any case, it was
too delicate a subject to be brought up with the
Princess without going through the proper chan-
nel.

Press reports say that these Nepalese school
children had several reasons for opposing a pos-
sible divorce of the Princess from the heir to the
British Throne. As one teenager put it, "It would
have been better if she had come to the school
with her two children and her husband. In Nepal,
we always look to the Royal members as a family."
To another,”If higher class people do such things
(like divorce), what will happen to the common-
ers?” No, that's not all. Apparently, these
leenagers have done quite a bit of thinking on a
matter they have taken very seriously. While re-
minding all concerned that in Hindu society, di-
vorce is rare and rarely approved of, another stu-
dent says, "A break in an unhappy marriage may
be a good thing, but these two people are very
lovely and they should stay-together.”

Fair enough. However, one teenager goes after
Prince Charles.

It is a young boy. Not surprisingly, he finds the
visiting Princess "glamorous and charming' and
that's why Charles "is having a complex about
that." which is "the main reason for their unhap-
piness.” . -

Despite these divergences, with these
teenagers making their points with surprising

precociousness, the consénsus is simply this: No
divorce please.”

Whether Diana shrugs off these advices and |

Charles reads about them only in a brief report
which he treats with no more than a casual inter-
est, these Nepalese school children have spoken
on the subject with more sincerity and honesty
than what we find in the sickening press cover-
age of the Di-Charles marital problems in the
United Kingdom and, more recently, in Australia.
Let us hope that someone in the Royal family,
may-be the Queen herself, is impressed by the
charming message from some unknown
teenagers in Kathmandu.
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cial ficlds are intensi-
fied. The situation s calls
for alertness, careful study and

| planning but also a clear sense

of direction.

| have no doubt that our
diplomats both at home and
abroad are most hard
and given the opportunities
and they can per-
form’ well. But has the govern-
ment been able to give a sense
of direction to our foreign pol-
icy? | have followed the matter
closely, at least for the last ong
year, and the list of successes
is rather modest. The m-
ment has been, for example,

get involved in a num-
ber of peace keeping opera-
tions of the Uniled Nations. It
is 4 plus point for the govern-
ment. Cur armed forces get
some ex nce as a result,

and we earn some goodwill.

Second, we got elected to
some of the clective bodies of
the UN. The actual impacl of
membership of these bodies
on our interests is limited, at
best.

Third, our bilateral rcla-

. tions with a few countries

scem to have improved. In par--

" recent

Our

formulation and

ticular, our ties with Pakistan

last visit to Dhaka and our
Prime Minister's warm re-
sponses confirm this im-
Prime Minister

army in in 1971
one wonders if this gesiure re-
flecied the ine sentiment

g B
one lo conclude that it was
a mere token move, a friendly
gesture,

The Prime Minister visited
the United Statcs but we do
not know what was exactly
achieved. The Prime Minister
also attended the Non-Aligned
summil in Jakarta and ad-
dressed an FAO conference in
Rome. | am not aware of any-
thing that she sald or did
there that made a mark in
these conferences.

Fourth the finmal arrange-
ment made with India on the
question of Tinbigha corridor
has been trumpeted as a great

success but the original
agreement has been diluted
rather drastically.

The Hst s a mixed one. Our
diplomats, | am sure, are try-
ing their best but success de-
pends largely on quality of
lcadership in policy formula-
tion and guidance. For exam-
ple, a lot of hard work was put
in by the Foreign Office ofli-
cials in preparation for the
SAARC Summit but all this
proved fruitless because of fail-
ure ol political direction. The
goodwill visit by the
Malaysian Prime Minister is
certainly a plus point, Pcrhaps
the government will tell us
more about their successes. As
| look around, | see a number

Sense of Direction?
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depends largely on quality of leadership in policy

. For example, a lot of hard work was put in by the Foreign Office officials in
preparation for the SAARC Summit but all this proved fruitless because of failure of political direction.

of issues where our perfor-
mance lar below what is desir-
able. Here is the check list:

1. The Rohingya refugee
problem still remains unre-
solved

l'ilur relation with India, a

major [actor in our external re-
lations. according to the ad-
mission of our Foreign
Minisier, is "chilly”.

J. The western countries,
who have provided us with
much needed cconomie assis-

Lance and who have stood by us

in times of nalional calamities,

arc repoftedly unhappy with us
alleged use of

due to the
‘ooercion”’ in scnding back the
R a refugees.

4. The United nations,
normally hcipful and support-

ive of all member slates, has
publicly expressed its displea-
sure at our handling o
reflugee issuc.

the

6. The mistake made in
clause 11 of the

with the prospect of further

sure for push-in across the
mr in the future.

6. Despite two altempts,
the government has fai o
hold the seventh SAARC sum-
mit. The first postponement,
in all fairmess, was due 0 an

event beyond the government's
contrel but the second one was -

due to the inept Lan-

dling of the issue. As if this was

nof enough, we got embroiled
in an acrimonious public
shouting match with India.
This is a long list indeced.
One is lempled (o atiribute
these diplomatic dchaics to
inexperience. The

than that it is the political di-
rection of foreign
seems to be responsible for
landing us in these difficultics.
The resolution in the
Parliament on the Babri
mosque could not have been

joint commu-
nique with india threatens us

latest
episode shows that it is more

which

passed on the of the mo-
ment it st been dis-
cussed in the highest quarters

of the government. A resolu-
tion directed against a friendly
neighbouf was officially spon-
sored. Only ten months ago the
Prime Minister had paid a
goodwill visit to India in order,
one presumes, to promote our
bilateral relations. By holding
the SAARC summit the gov-
ernment intended to further
sirengthen our cooperation
with our rs including
India. What do we see instead?
Let us take a close look at
the government's handling of
the issue,
The destruction of the Babri
was not just a case of
wanton vandalism committed
by a band of religious fanatics it
was and organized assault on
the eonstitution of India. It will
not doubt test the commit-

| by Shah AMS Kibria |

ment of the ruling Congress
party and indeed the Indian
elite of all political hues to the

Ilave not we enough

of our own? Of course, it is un-
derstandable that the people of
Bangladesh cannot but be
decply distresses at the de-
siruetion of an ancient mosque
with historical associations.
Their religious sentiments
were deeply hurt. They ex-
pressed; quite naturally and
spontaneously, their horror
and disgust at this heinous
crime. Statements were issued*
by almost all the political par-
tics condemning the destruc-

tion of the mosque.  ~
This, in my view, should
have been adequate as a reac-
tion to a tragic event In a
neighbouring country. We
o have in mind the
multi-faceted relation that we
happen to have with owur
neighbour including unfinished
negotiations of the sharing of
the water resources of the
common rivers. The SAARC
summit should also have fig-
ured in cur calculations. It was
jmportant to preserve the cli-’
mate for a normal
with- India. Ignoring these
considerations we went ahead
for a debate in the Parllament.
While this could not possibly

tainly served the purpose. But
the t was still not
satisflied #t to spon-
sor and pass a formal resolu-
tion on the . In a blatant
show of spirit the res-
olution failed to take note o
the attacks in h. as a

reaction 10 the Babri mosque
sode, on the members of
minority communily and
their
resolution tabled by the
Opposition would have met
this criticism but the govern-
ment chose to ignore It

Short of the use of the word
“Condemnation” the resolution
adopted by the House went as
far as it could go in getting the
same result. [t advised India
how to handle its responsibili-
ties towards its minorities and
called upon the [ndian gov-
ernment to undertake certain

specific tasks. Why should
India accept this of unso-
licited advice from * the
Pariament of a foreign coun-
try? Would we such ad-
vice from a ne ur or, in-

deed frcm my n coun-
try? We , | am sure, re-

places of worship. The
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as soon as possible we cannot
but deplore the im

crealed abroad that

is nol adhering to the basis
humanitarian principles. To
sum up, the record of this gov-
ernment in the field of exter-
nal relations raises doubts
whether the interests of the
nation are being properly
scrved by the policies that are
being followed.

Canada's Mulroney Bows out — to a Woman PM?

Clyde Sanger writes from Ottawa

OLITICS wears out
heads of | 3
quickly these days, it
stcems, at least fn Canada.
Whereas in carlier years men
likc Britain's William Ewart
Gladstone and West Germany's
Konrad Adenauser lasted into
their mid-eighties — and in

this age Malawi's Dr Kamuzu

Banda has survived in power
into his nineties — two of
Canada's top politiclans, the
prime minister and his most

. trusted cabinet minister, also a

former PM, have. just
announced they are leaving
politics.

Brian Mulroney resigned
afler eight and a half years as
Canada's prime minister on
Februay 24, four weeks short
of tu 54. A few days ear-
lier Joe Clark, also 53, who
was briefly prime minister in
1979 and was supplanted as
leader of the Progressive
Conservatives by Mulroney in
1983, said he would not run
for a seat in parliament in the
federal elections later this

Two men have carried the
main burden of government
since Mulroney swept into
power in 1984, Clark, solidly
loyal to the man who took his
place as leader, travelled the
world energetically for seven
years as External Affairs
Minister, working to bring
democ to South Africa
through Commonwealth com-
mittees and to build up trading
links with M and other
southeast Asian countries.

Then he took on a tougher
job still. As Constitutional
Affairs Minister, he tried to
recdncile all the claims of
[rancophone Quebcers, of
western Canadians and of the
country's one million native
people, for special treatment.
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Despite several foreign affairs successes, Brian Mulroney, the Canadian Prime Minister,

suffered for years with one of the lowest popularity ratings of any Western leader. The
announcement that he will step down this summer is likely to boost the strength of his
Conservative party, and creates an opportunity for a complete makeover of Canadian

politics.
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No "Red Tory' T g

He failed when the compli:
cated proposals in the
Charlottetown Accord-were re-
jected in a national referen-
dum in October 1992. The re-
spect he won for his quiet pa-
tience and t honesty
hardly compensated for the
lack of success in solving
Cahada’s constitutional riddle.
~ His wife, Maureen McTeer
is a bustling Ottawa lawyer. So
the guess is he will not return
to his native Alberta, but stay
in capital and try in one way or
another to bring to fruition the

promise made in the Accord of
sell-government for the Inpit

should be
written or typed

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are_ accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Religion-based
politics

Sir, While, for the most
part, I've been inclined to ig-
nore the seemingly endless
platitudes of your most favou-
red correspondent, Mr M
Zahidul Haque, preferring in-
stead to let him brighten up
my day with his royal ‘we'-s, |
cannot allow him to go unan-
swered on his letter on the
subject of religion-based pali-
tics., After the havoc wreaked
by the Shibir both in
Chittagong and Rajshahi, his

fction of fundamentalists as
a bunch of peaceniks is more

than | can swallow. Nor can |

take the blood-letting habit of
cutting off tendons as part of
their 'peaceful' ideology.

Mr Hague would be well ad-
vised therelore not to emulate
the ostrich. Instead, he should
visit these madrasahs where
young children of ten and
twelve are being taught how to
use the bow and arrow — pre-
sumably not to despatch mes-

sages of peace.
Chor Komlapur, Faridpur
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B Potential successors

Seasoned in foreign affairs

and Indian peoples of Canada.

Brian Mulroney was a more
successful minister and,
while not the intellectual equal
of his Liberal predecessor from
Quebec, Pierre Trudeau, he
gained as much praise abroad,
among other heads of govern-
ment' in Europe, the
Commonwealth and La
Francophonie.

He led Canada into [ull
membership of the
Organization of American
States. He pressed the cause of
multi-perty democratic gov-
ernments at the Harare sum-
mit of Commonwealth leaders

stone crushing
machine

Sir, Surgical operation for
removing kidney stoncs was
quite common till a few years
dgo. But after invention of kid-
ney stone crushing machine
(Lithotripter) most of the pa-
tients prefer to crush the kid-
ney stones instead of undergo-
ing a major operation which
involves lot of hazards. Since
there is no such facility in
Bangladesh, wealthy patients
are going to India, Bangkok,
Singapore etc for the purpose
In the process the country is
losing lot of valuable foreign
exchange.

The avoid this, and to have
an essential facility installed,
the government imported a
Lithotripter for PG Hospital
quite some time ago. But for
some mysterious reasons this

“ Is stlll lying idle. It is alleged

— perhaps too forcefully for
the taste of Robert Mugabe. He
managed to keep the rc::ct
of western European leaders
while extricating Canadian
troops from NATO service in

At home, his record is not
as highly regarded. He has
been seen as an‘ uncritical
camp-follower of United States
presidents Ronald Reagan and
George Bush. The image widely
remembered i{s of Reagan and
Mulroney, both of Irish des-
cent, warbling the old song,
"When Irish eyes are smiling,”
at the 'Shamrock' summit they
held in March 1986 in Quebec
City.

Two years later, the two
leaders signed the US-Canada
Free Trade ment, and
Canadian eyes been smil-
ing about it at all. As many as

350,000 manufacturing jobs
have disappcared \I-Filhgp ant

closures of factorics relocatin
south of the border as tarifls
were reduced. The govern-
ment blames these losses on
the effects of world recession;
but although the economy is
recovering, unemployment has
not come down. Also, the

Conservalive government's de-

cisfon to introduce a contro-
versial 7 per cent Goods and

_Services Tax (GST) in 1990

couldn't have come at a worse

time for most Canadians,
Mulroney was' also worn

down by trying to demolish the
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separatist movement in
Quebec. Stung by the defection
of a close Cabinet [riend,
Lucien Bouchard, who formed
the secessionist Bloc
Quebecois, he was [rustrated
by the failure of two
legislatures to ratify the 1990
Meech Lake Accord which
Quebec had accepted.

In interviews after his res-
ignation Mulroney dwelt bit-
terly on this setback, and put
the blame on Clyde Wells for
going back on a promise to put
the accord to a vote. Premier
Wells replied curtly, "He is
rewriting  history.” So
Mulroney is leaving office with
typical belligerence.

A Conservative leadership
convéntion will take place in
mid-June, and at present the
favourite to succeed Mulroney
is the defence minister Kim
Campbell. If she wins, she will
be Canada's first woman prime
minister. Other prospects in-
clude Trade Minister Michael
Wilson, External Affairs
Minister Barbara McDougall,
and Environment Minister
Jean Charest.

Wilson, 55, has the support
of the Toronto business com-
munity, but his association
with the GST and the Frec
Trade Agreement may prove to
be a handicap with some vot-
ers. McDougall, 56, former
vice-president of a securities
firm, has also served as
Minister of State for Finance,
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that surgeons are reluctant to-
get the equipment installed
because they will lose lot of
E-chts for operation and face
88 ol income. If it is %0 and if
they are so much influcntial
that they can [urther delay the
installation of the equipment,
it is suggested that it may be
installed either in Diabetic
Hospital or in CMH so that the
facility is made available
somewhere in the country.

It is apprehended that the
machine might rust and lose
its efficacy if the installation is
delayed further. Will the
Ministry ofHlealth look into it?

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantt
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Democracy power
Sir, The recent despatches
of Mr 8§ M Ali datelined

Kualalumpur were illuminating
and relevant in our context for

more than one reason,

Dr Mahathir Mohammad,
’rime Minister of Malaysia,
since assuming power had
been trying to reform the roy-
alty along more democratic
lines. The King of Malaysia is
an oddity among the world's
royalties, being selected from
their number for a five-year
reign by the country's nine
Sultans, and they, in fact, pro-
vide a fermidable 'board of
governors' for Malaysia. Consi-
dering the powerful vested
interest like royalty, in his
long-drawn  'battle’ Dr
Mahathir has now won the
decisive round' in stripping
the royalties of their tradi-
tional immunity from legal
prosecution. Dr Mahathir has
undoubtedly scaled great
heights in his bid to conform
the royalty to the democratic
polity — seemt an {rrecon-
cilable divide. reason for
his success is fairly obvious.
His stature apart, this was

women, she

usually
Columbian, she speaks excel-
lent French. " .

Before training as a_lawyer,
she studied at the London
School of Economics with a fo-
cus on political change in the
Soviet Union. She and her
lawyer sister learned self-re-
liance as teenagers, when her
mother left home to work on
boats in the West Indies and
the Mediterranean.

She spent two years as a
Social Credit backbencher in
the British Columbia legisla-
ture before win a federal
seat in the 1988 election. So
she is no '‘Red Tory’, although
in three years as federal justice
minister she was res lor
her progressive legislation and
her tho :

She is an intelligent and
thoughtful speaker, and is not
af to shock some people.
This was made clear when, for
a portrait in book on Canadian
bare-shoul-
dered holding her legal robes
in front of her. "It's wonderful
to be a source of humour,” was
her way of defusing the con-
troversy that followed.

However a win for her is far
from certain. There will be
half-a-dozen plausible candi-

" dates, and the 3,000 delegates

al the convention are i to
be on the more conservative,
and less p sive, wing of
the party. — GEMINI NEWS

CLYDE SANGER has worked
as a _journalist in Britain, Africa
and at the United Nations. He
is with the North-South
Institute in Ottawa.

strcngth that democracy alone
can provide, and Malaysia is
that rarity in South-east Asia, a

genuine democracy.

May we hope that our Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
who is also simi € 4
ered, would not il:gﬂr bel:l’;mn
overcoming the hurdles that
still stare at the face of the na-
tion, particularly in the eco-
nomic sphere.

The case of a

potential !n-
vestor from Malaysia re
to in Mr Ali's despatch is

hugely disturbing, particularly
when Dr Mahathir s making
sincere gestures for lwng‘;ue:
lowly economy. One only

that the rigmarole of our bu-
reaucracy which inhibits for-

eign (nvestors are ended be-
fore long, in national interest.

Syed Badrd Hague
Lalmatia, Dhaka



