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PM hosts iftar
for city elite

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia yesterday cvening
hosted an ftar party in honour
of the distinguished persons
of the city at Sugandha.
Principal Dewan Mohammad
Azraf, a noted philosopher,
Prol Emazuddin Ahmed, Vice-
Chancellor of Dhaka
University, Justice Abdur Rauf
Chowdhury, Chiefl Election
Commissioner, Aminul Huq,
Attorney General. teachers of
different universitics, judges of
the High Court and Supreme
Court, lawyers, film artistes,
singers and members of the
business communily were

among the guesis, reports BSS

French defence
team in city

A three-member delegation
of the French Defence Ministry
led by the Chiel Engineer of
the French Army, Jean Plerre
Chabriol, arrived in Dhaka
yesterday on a three-day

Il visit to Bangladesh.
The members of the delega
tton called om Defence
Secretary M A Malik at his of-
fice at the Old High Court
building in the aftermnoon. The
French Ambassador 0o Bang:
ladesh Jean Michel Lacombe,

was present. reports BSS.
JU goes on
vacation

By JU Correspondent

The Eid and Ramadan vaca
tion of the Jahangirnagar
University begins {rom
(Sunday). according to varsity
official sources.

Iftar

6.1 1 pem
455 am 611 pm

BEA rejects Wage

Commission Report

"Anis-ud Dowla, BEA presi-

dent, speaking at the press
confce. — Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Employers’
Association (BEA) Saturday re-

jected the Wage Commission

Report terming it “incom-
plete.”

The association also de-
manded the withdrawal of the
pro minimum wages and
called for the reactivation of
the commission or the forma-
tion of a new one to link pro-
ductivity to wage increases.

Without such a linkage, it
added, the dismal state of the
country's industrial sector
would worsen,

"Although the commission
was named ‘'Wages and
Productivity Commission’, no
substantive discussions on the
subjects had been held," M
Anisuddowla, president of BEA
told a press conference at
Sheraton Hotel. "Therefore, we

cannol accepl its report as

L]

rccommendations,” hé added. .

The report of the Wage
Commission, finalised
December 30 last, recom-
mended the national minimum
wages for the public sector
workers at Taka 1000 and
Taka 900 per month for the
private sector workers. The
report is currently with the
Prime Minister's secretariat
and is scheduled to be pub-
lished soon.

"One of the major compo-
nents of the terms of r:E:'-
ence of the commission was to
establish relationship between
wages and productivity of
labour which it failed to do,”
the BEA president said.

The preass conference or-
ganised by BEA was attended
by representatives of different
private sectors including gar-
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in to SKOP
blockades,
says Saifur

Finance Minister Sailur
Rahman yesterday lashed at
unrest in the industrial sector,
saying "anarchy in the labour
front” must be checked if peo-
ple’'s welfare and overall devel-
opment of the country were to
be ensured, reports UNB.

"The elected BNP govern-
ment cannot bribe special in-
terest groups like the fallen
autocrats as economic interest
of the people must be upheld
at any cost,” he said while ex-
changing views with leaders of
chambers of commerce and
industries on the current so-
cio-economic situation in the
country.

The government, he told
the business community lead-
ers, has responsibility for
people’'s welfare and cannot
give in to "threats of block-
ades, barricades and other
forms of economic terrorism.”

Finance Minister's tough

See Page 12 Col 8

New agri policy will

focus on farm-based
management : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said a
national agricultural pelicy in-
tegrated with the objectives of
sustainable development, so-
cial justice and eco bal-
ance is being formulated, re-

| ports UNB.

"The focus of our attention
will be on farm-based man-
agecment. With this end iIn
view, agriculture sector. has
been brought under free-mar-
ket operation which will help
accelerate the agricultural de-
velopment”, she said.

Referring to the salient
features of the proposed pol-
icy, she said application of
modern technology will be
promoted and agriculture will
be transformed into a prof-
itable enterprise, "The compe-
titton will generate productiv-

ity, she oul.
Begum Zia was addressing a
function to away

arranged
President's Award for Agri-
cultural for the
Bengall year 1307 and 1398 at
the Osmani Memorial Au-
ditorium here yesterday mor-

One gold, five silvers and 23
bronze medals were awarded
for the year 1397 and one
gold, nine silvers and 46
bronze medals for the year
1398 to individuals for their
contributions to the national

The pldmed:.‘lmﬂud fn-
cludes a certificate and Taka
10,000 in cash while the silver
carries a certificate and Taka
5,000 cash and the bronze
certificate and Taka 2,500 in
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Railway authorities evicting slum dweilers from Shahjahanpur area yesterday.

o

NEC may okay revised

Fourth Plan today

Revised Fourth Five-Year
Plan (1990-96) is expected to
be approved today {Sunday) by
the National Economic Council
reducing its size to Tk 62,000
crore from the original outlay
of Tk 68,830 crore, reporis
UNB.

Public sector outlay is pro-
posed to be slashed to Tk
34,700 crore from Tk 41,930
crore but the size of the pri-
vate sector investment is ex-
pected to be raised to Tk
27.300 crore from Tk 27,000
crore.

Planning officiala said the
draft ot the reviscd plan was
rsed] o achicwy - X per cend
growth m Gi* Ter the next
three years as against the ac-
tual 3.6 per cent and 3.9 per
cent during the past two years.

The ment philosophy
of Dhal- t for the masses is
to be given emphasis in the
revised plan, they added.

Of the total revised outlay,
Tk 34,550 crore will be mo-
bilised from domestic re-

sources and the rest of Tk
27,450 crore from external
aid.

The share of public sector
investment is proposed from
internal resources of Tk
11,900 crore and external aid
of Tk 22,800 crore while that
of the private sector Tk
22.650 crore from domestic
resources and Tk 4,650 crore
from external assistance.

The investment in 1990-891
siood at Tk 8,253 crore in-
cluding 4,830 crores in the
public sector and 3,414 crores

in the private sector. In 1991-
92 # was Tk 9.644 crore in-

clud 6,507 crores in the

pubdictsector and 4, 137 croves

in the private sector (at 1989
90 current

During current fisoal
year which will end in June,
the investment is' expected to
be Tk 12,9068 crore
Tk 7,111 crore in the public
secwr and Tk 5,005 crore in
the private sector.

See Page 12 Col 3

More than 300 paticnts are

arriving at ICDDR.B in
the city, reports UNB.

A large number of nis
arce also being trea at PG

Hospital, Dhaka Medical Colle-
ge Hospital, Mitford Hospital,

Shishu Hospital, Nu'm
General Hospital, .
Hospital at Narayangan| and
other district hospitals and
elinics

Marrhoea has claimed 95]
lives and attacked 62,837
people in different parts of the
country since the outbreak ol
the diseas¢ in early January,
Diarrhoea Control Room
sources said yesterday.

Al lcast B peopic died of the
waler-born disease and an-
other 1,420 people were at-
tacked in the couniry in 24

hours till 6 pm yesterday they
wanbcd

Of v, two le died in
Patuakhall, two mhhth
and one in Khulna.

More than 1,500 people
were attacked during the last
24 hours. The district wise
break up: Barguna — B56,
Pirojpur — 52, Bagerhat —74,
Patuakhali — 102, Khuina —
86, Jhalakhati — 58, Bhola —
270, Barisal 161,
Narayangan] — 64, Gopalgan] —
B. Kisho nj — 5, Netrokona
-~ 33 and Dhaka — 449.

Unofficial sources, however,
said the death figure and the
number of people attacked
the discase would be muc
higher as communication
makes 1t difficult to collect in-
formation from distant areas.

The highest number of 242
peaple have died in Pirojpur
district, followed by 185 in
Borguna and 14] in Patuakhali
since January |, the control
room sources said.

The death toll in other dis-

—

tricts are: Bagherhat — 136,
Khulna — 50, Jhalakathi — B4,
Bhola — 72, Bartsal — 19,

‘Over 300 diarrhoea paﬁents
arrive at ICDDR,B aday

Naraya — 2, Gopalganj —
12, Kishoreganj — 10 and
Netrokona — 9.

According to officlal
sources, the disease killed
more then 5,000 people out of
ncarly 5,68,000 afflicted pa-
tients last year.

Doctors said one of the rca-
son of this year's untimely epi
demic was contaminated wa
ter. The epidemic had broken
out in the city and elsewhere
in the country due to presence
of bacteria in the drinking wa
ter.

Officials said more than 692
medical teams, one in cvery
union of the allected districts,
and 169 mobile teams are
working round the clock to
combat the disease. About 395
government doctlors are en
gaged in the teams.

Besides, a number of Non-
Government Organisations are
also working iIn the afllccted
areas.

1LY

CPB hardliners,
' reformists sit
together, talk
differently

By Staff Correspondent

Hardiiners and reformists
sat side by side on the same

platform and expressagd oppo-
site views at a discussion

Saturday, the 45th founding
anniversary of the Communist
Party of (CPB).

Party President Saifuddin
Ahmed Manfk, who chaired
the meeting held inside the
party office, said that that glo-
rfous 70 years of communism
had faded in the worid, and so
ncw ways had to he found for
people’'s emancipation.

But Mujahidul Islam Selim,
known as a hardliner and op-
posed to the party's reforma-
tion, said that "We will be free
[rom dogmatiem but commu-
nism is still the best way to
help the downtrodden of the
eountry.”

Among others, Nurul lslam
Nahid, Barun Roy and Nural
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Rabbani, Hekmatyar
resume peace talks

ISLAMABAD, Mar 6:
peace talks resumed here late
loday in a bid to resolve a
deadlock over power sharing
that was threatening to scuttle
the six-day-old negotiations,
sources said, reports AFP.

They said that {n order to

overcome the deadlock,
proposals had been made
inside the negotiations for

government portfolios to be
distributed on the basis of the
various Afghan [actions’
military strength.

The Afghan leaders were
still locked in negotiations late
into the night at the Prime
Minister's house, the sources
said,

There was no indication
from Pakistani officials aboul
how Lhe talks were going, in
contrast to a flurry of highly
oplimistic signals earlier in
the week after the

i
opened from figures as high as

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
who ts sponsoring the talks.

Buthﬂil'npnﬂﬂtlm
accord was imminent
against the backdrop of tough
talk by Hezb-l-lslami faction
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar in
a public speech Friday.

A routine official bricfing
was cancelled and Aifghan
sources expressed concern

that the negotiations would
fail, with rival Afghan leaders
unable to reach a compromise
on a formula for factional
representation in the

t and on the powers
of the President and Prime
Minister.

The formula provides for
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani to continue in office
for 18 months, wilth
Hekmatyar as Prime Minister
and portfolios being allocated
so that no party had more than
one.

|
]
|
|

Yeltsin to seek compromise with rivals

MOSCOW, Mar 6. Russian
President Boris Yeltsin said
today he would seck a com
promise agreement ‘with his
parllamentary rivals before
and during a special meeting
of the Congress of People's
Deputies on Wednesday, re-
ports Reuler

“I favour reconciliation. |
favour an end to confrontation
beiween the various branches
of power,” the Russian infor-
mation agency quoted Yeltsin
Bs sanying

Yeltsin and parliamentary
chatrman Ruslan Khasbulatov
have been locked for months
in a mounting power struggle
over who rules Russia.
I'ariament has called a special
congress meeting to discuss

the msue

The Russian parliament on

Yeltsin's pro-

Friday
posals for a power-sharing deal

between the presidency and
the conservative legislature,

Parliament said the deal
would have curbed its powers,
but Yeltsin said it was esscn-
tial to allow the government
to press ahead with economic
reforms.

Interfax news agency
quoled Yeltsin as saying, 'l am
sorry parllament fatled to

support my p . | am not
discouraged and will look for

new options.”

The President was speaking
lo business leaders In
Moscow.

AFP adds: Leaders of the
August 199] coup and com-
munist hardliners today joined
forces to accuse President
Yeltsin of being the ‘real
traftor of the fatherland’ and
vowed 1o restore the former
Soviet Union.

About 1.200 peaple
cheered and gave a standing
ovation 1o ‘the coup plotiers
who were invited by the ultra-
ationalist Russian newspaper
[Jien to speak at the rally held
in a Moscow movie theater.

“We wanted to siage a coup
that would have defended and
saved our great f[atherland.”
said former Soviet vice-presi-
dent Gennady Yanayev, who led
the eight-man emergency
committee that temporarily
ousted Mikhail Gorbachev.

“Now, who 18 the real
traitor?” he asked as the
crowd yelled out "Yeltsin®.

The rally was held ahead of
a crucial session opening on
Wednesday of the full-scale
parliament, the Congress of
People’'s Deputies, which was
cxpected to pose the grealest
challenge yet to Yeltsin's lead
ership.

The Russian President [aces
possible impeachment at the
hands of law-makers who on
Friday voted in [avour of an

for the congress that
included a debate on “respect
of the Constitution by the top
organs of state power and state
leaders.”

“If we loosc the congress,
we will jose Russia,” said for-
mer Soviet KOB chiel Viadimir
Kryuchkov, also among the 12
men accused of carrying eul
the August coup.

Kryuchkov added: "Russia,
without the republics, cannot
survive -

The gathering resounded
with the battle cries of the
conservalive eopposition as
hardline depuliea followed
coup plotters at the podium In
calling on supporters to atlend
pretests ascheduled through
out the werk,

New law for pmtectmg

consumers' interest soon
By Sohel Manzur

The governmen! is planning
o enact a new law to cnsure
fair trade in the country for
the interest of the consumers,
according to official sources.

The need for such a law was
felt in the context of malprac-
tices htmt ted extensively
by the t rs through market-
ing of sub standard food and
other cassential (tems, the
sources said

The matter of cheating the
customers by making differ:
ence in weight and ingredients
of the commodities with thosc
referred to on their labellings
was also taken into considera-
tion, they added.

The efficials of the Ministry

ol Commerte had already col
leeted papers on the provi-
stons of law adopled by sonw
foreign countries and wore
conducting study on those to
make a new one applicable for

the country, a high official of
the ministry said.

Another concerned official
said the existing laws were not
enough to protect the interest
of the consumers. Even those
were not being enforced prop-
erly, he said referring to the

Although the Ministry of
Commerce was concerned
with trade, the nsibi
of the matter mostly lay wi
the Ministry of Health and
Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution (BSTI), he
said, adding that a summary of
recommendations would, how-
ever, be sent to the cabinet
SOOT.

Meanwhile, the officials of
the Health Ministry were also

on how te protect the
interest of the consumers, the
sources sald and added that
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SAARC summit

at Foreign
Ministry

Star Report

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday chaired
a special meeting at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs that,
her s said, reviewed the
country's foreign policy

“She reviewcd the broad is-
sues of foreign relations in-
cluding the holding of the
1 SAARC summit and its prepa-
rations®, said Forei Sec-
| retary Reaz Rahman of the 90-

minute meeting attended by
seven senfor ministers. '

Yesterday's visit was the
first by the Prime Minister to
the Ministry since she took
over two years ago. Forcign
Minister, officers and employ-
ees her.

Foreign Secretary said
that the meecting mainly dis-
cussed the details of the twice-

stponed summit prepara-
ﬁmpom suggested dates for

See Page 12 Col 7

Historic
March 7

today

| By Staff Correspondent

A
t

‘today by different political

parties and their front organi-

salions.

On this day in 197],
Sheikh Mujibur

allout preparations for the
struggle for independence and
<

| oo chmervance o the doy.
porives o Shsk, M e
Toxic fertihizer:
Punitive action
against importers
recommended

The probe body on the toxic
fertilizer imported from the

United States submitted its
repo recommend -
| ing punitive action against h_

in future, reports UNB.

Chairman of the seven-
member high-power investiga-
tion commiitee and Vice-
Chancellor of the Open
University Dr Shamser Al han-
ded over the report to Envir-
onment, Forest and Fisheries
and Livestock Minister
Abdullah Al-Noman. Additional
Sccretary of Environment and
Forest Dr A Selim was present
on the occasion. -

The investigation commit-
tee was formed in November
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Tk 23.5 lakh
looted from
Madhukhali
Sonali Bank

FARIDPUR, Mar 6: About Tk
23.5 lakh was looted from the
| Faridpur Sugar Mills branch of
Sonali Bank in Madhukhali
| thana Friday night, reports
UNB.
Police said the manager,

the office this moming and
found the doors and the volt
open and Tk 23.49.580 stolen

2 muggers beaten

|. From Our Correspondent




