What Does Reproductive

| would ke 10 share
somc of my thoughts with you
all on a question that is still a
puzzie for me : the question of
reproductive right. Puazic in
the sense that like any femi-
nists | also often use this word,
but | wonder whether it articu-
lates what | mecan (o say.
Morcover | am not sare
whether we frmlmrm have
given enough to its
content, Words are nol alpha-
bets, are -
duced m:. definite m-m-
orical condition and are signs
of the state of con of
that society. Therefore we
should remain continuously
critical of what we say.

Te be critical does not
mcan we should be narrow in
our perapective. Many of the
women from the south may say
reproductive right is a very
northern (or western] notion,

and therefore not appropriate .

for the women ol the south. |
can't with them because
notiens should be judged on

the basis of their ideclogical

content that corresponds to
the specific social condition of
their existence. To judge them
by geography, race or nation is
A very narrow approach in-
deed. ‘

By reproductive right onec
usually asserts the individual
right of women over her re-
productive power. Women
often sensationalize the issue
cxtending the concept to in-
clude the whole of female
physiology: that is, it is the in-
dividual right of a woman over
her own . Such formula-
tion may r
vaniage but we s pause a
bit to refllect what is being dis-
torted in this mode of articu-
lation: female body is seen
solcly as a uctive ;
This reduction of female phys-

in our own discourse re-
flects uncritical acceptance of
the: image of woman corre-

s to her status in a
am of society, the

But a woman body like a
man fs uctive in a com-
pietely different way, the way
like man she transforms na-
ture for the satislaction of the
social need. | am talking about
her role in the social produc-
tion. Is it not true that
overemphasising her rcpro-

ductive role we are undcrmin-
ing her productive rolc? Are
we not then falling inte the
trap of patriarchal ideology
that reduces women's role into
reproductive function only? If
at all her role in social produc-
tion is recognised it is admit-
ted only 1o the extept it is

1o realise her repro-

ductive functions, such as rais-
ing the. ., houschold ac-
tivities, éte.

I can

| am trying to say. It is hard to
belteve instantly that such a
popular demand of women lke

reproductive right belong to
patriarchal discourse. Let me

then put forward a few more
points.
What does it actually mean
when we say that we want con-
trol over our own bodies? It
mean that we are in a
slate of and demanding
our freedom. What form_of
freedom we are demanding
then?

In a bourgeols democratic
rcpublic a citfzen is constitu-
tionally and legally free. If she
is a wage worker, have no

realized how true the
statement was. dust think,
haven't we seen our mothers
and grandmothers work from
morning till , Working, to

look after t nceds and
comforts of the , while in
the meantime their own needs
have often

does, how can we ex-
society to give value to it?
should a woman who has
decided to postpone her ca-
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roperty and must sell her
Lbour power to earn her cxis

tence, it does not matier, She
is considcred to be enjoying all
the bourgeois right of free-
dom. Her unfreedom in the
sphere of property or eco
nomic relationship is seen in
compilete scparation from her
political t. Economic and

m sphere arc sharply
in the bourgeots soei-
ety. Since the wage worker is

free, her right over her own
body is recognized by the
bourgcois society. When she
sclls her body to a capilalist Lo

be exploited in factory she can
enter into a formal contract
with the capitalists for the job
she is hired for. And she in
turn izes the right of
the owner of the means of
over the uct of

labour. Secial production
takes place under this bour-
geois law of private production
and reciprocal recognition of
right. * :
Are we talking aboul the
similar kind of right? Are we
;Iwustnf to earn for ourscives
a kind of right where we would
produce human species on the
basis ol the bourgeois form of
production? In that casc the
product of our labour will be-
long to the person who hires
us to produce the human
product. Or reversely, we as an

By Farida Akhter

individual owner ol the imcans

ol ]rru¢|1h1hlr1 ol tin bl Lo 0 B
own the product ol our nopro
ductive factory that hes within

our body; all wo will pecd thon
is to buy the scmen from the
market and use it as raw mate
rials of production. Then. why
we object 1o surrogale |_nu'lh

crhood? Or Lo in-vilro jertl

ration?

Let us ook a1t it [rom an

other angle. The concept ol
right is prcmiscd upon ihe
concept of the free will of the
individual. To rcalisc that right
n socicty nist be established

on the basis of the sovercignty

of the will of the indtvidual. It -

is then a political question and
rclated directly to the political
struggle of the society where
we should fight side by side
with the men, and/or the men
should fight side by side with
us. [ut then why we are Hmil-
ing our dcmand only Lo our in-
dividual body and not extend-
ing the demand to the body of
the whole socicly? Do we
think we have already boen
able to establish our right at
the level of political sphere, at
the level of the state, not to

miention about the. sphere of

the cconomy?
Here cmerges a different
perecption of the concept of

the reproductive right. Many of

us who jre Hving inoat the
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margn ol lle in poverty cocr
clon. militarisation and ving
i@ politico-economic syslom

diciated by exivrnal cocrvion
kel that our immediale lask is
o achiove a democralic socivly
where bolh men and women
can be frec. In the process of
achioving Lhal socicty wo will
achivve our reproductive right
as well, butl nol viee versa. |
think many of my sisters from
the south will agree with mu

who are [acing hard pelitical
qucsiion ol achieving democ

racy in their own country

Il our concept of right only
includes reproductive sphere,
rematning inscnsitive o the
right to be realised in the
sphere of pelitics and econ
omy, we arc then opcrating
within a narrow horizon, a
horizon determined by the pa
triarchal culture. As il as
women wo should limit our
demand only in the sphere of
rcproduction, while men
should lead the sphere of poli
tics and economy,

This d¢emand has a sharp
bourgeois imprint as well
Notice that we are demanding
for the individual right ol
wamoen over hor own body. 1L
is a owncership concepl we are
importing. Implicitly ‘'we are
demanding thal women should
own individually the reproduc-
live faclory s Is carrying
within her own body. We arc
nol saying thal production of
the human spocics is a soctal

. function. Bourgeois individual-

ism blinds our vision so much
that we [ail to recognize our
social being. It Is important
that we starl o sec Lhat the
reproduction of, the human
species s rim.t'rily a social
activily which s realiscd
through individuals, but it is
never an individual aflair.
Reproductive power of
women is a nalural power, ap-
propriation of this power
¢stablishes a certain relation
between men and women,
between the individuals of a
wocicty. In this sense jL s simi-

““lar with other Jorms ol appro-

priation of nature, land for ex-
ample. But many of us while
stand strongly for collective or
communal appropriation of
land and naturc, at least from
crological and environmental
concern, would think similar
demand for reproductive func-
tions as absurd. It is because it
is @ part of the body of a
woman, and her body is the
matcerial basis of her self, her
personhood, or her cssence
whatever you like to call it
This scll is inscparable from
her immediatle material basis
ol exislence, it is not external

" like land.

Il so, woman is naturally in
command over her body. She
is by nature in posscssion of

hersell. Then what do we
mcan to make her a owner of
her body?

But women's natural state
is until now determining her
social stale. It is cxplicitly
manifested in the gender di-

_viston of labour, institutions of

marriage and family, law ol
inheritance, ete. The social
rolc of women is nollving more
than the cxtension of her natu-
ral role. The positive kernel of
the demand for reproductive
right is that we arc proposing
to transform this natural statc
of human history. We arc
proposing a new relationship
with our personhood and our
body, a new social relationship
with the socicty with regard to
the natural power we carry

within ourschlves. The question
of reproductive right then in
¢ e 18 the question of de-
siroying the existing social rc

lattan of reproduction and
recrualing a new one, [3ar the
new one, al least | can wll
about myscll, will notl be ac-

replable o me T # in based on
bou rgeois indtvid ualism giving
risc o a form of feminist ego
insensitive 1o other human
hoings or individuals In a soci
iy

Tei create a new relations of
reproduction we should then
lcarn to relate our demand for
the dissolution of the existing
forms ol familics based on pri-
vaie property, law of inheri
lance and property and the
goender division of labour, ete

Making this critique |
would nol propose you lo give
up this slogan, | would rather
ask you to transcend from this
level of articulation both theo
relically and practically. This
slogan is a historical phase of
the development of tﬂc femi-
nisl moverment, a phase which
is historically necessary. Dut il
we [all to move forward, our
movement will remain a sce-
tarian movement, incompletle

and inadoguaie.
How Then Should We Pose

The Question?

To transcend this historical
phasc ol the feminist move-
moent we should place our cf
lorts o posc the guestion ol
rght nol upon any egoceniric
premise but upon the material
basis of human history. For
human history to continue,
human beings must reproduce
the specics. Thal means men
and women must relate in a
detcrminate form of relation-
ship with each other, not only
in the sphere of reproduction,
but also in the sphere of pro-
duction. Because we must pro-
duce objects of our need. Until
now, this history is a history
of patriarchy and privatisation
of nature and the means of
production. Social form of
these rclationships, relations
of reproduction in particular.
is ¢mbodied in the institution
ol marriage and the laws of in-
heritance. These relationships
arc the basis of patriarchy giv-
ing men command over the
sphere of social reproduction.
It is time that we start lo
transform these institutions.

When we fail to do that we
tend to seck solutions at the
individual level. At that level
technology becomes the an-
swer lo the social question. We
start thinking that technology
is emancipatory; and this is an
illusion. Because in a patriar-
chal and coercive societly
technologies are bound to be
cocreive,

At FINRRAGE, we therefore
resist technologies. not tech
nologies as such, but tech
nologies that arc being pro-
ducced at this phase of history
wherc chal reltions are
the dominant mode of rclation
of reproduction. By resisting
patriarchal technologics. we
are actually resisting patri-
archy.

The qucstion of our repro-

ductive right then is a guestion |

of our larger projeel of social
transformation. A right wc
want to eslablish on the basis
of new rclations of reproduc-
tion. I hope that we will be
ablec to concrctise more ol our
visions of this [uture,
(Presenied at
FINRRAGE-UBINIG
International Conflcrence 1989
held in Comilla, [3ngladesh)

— Ubinig

Right Mean ?
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Diary of a Working Mother

woman's option and her right.
Soctety should not judge and
decide which has more value

recently. Whatever she does, it
is still considered domestic
work and thus not considered
important enough. Though my
column is addressed to the ur-
ban working mother, today |
want to write about one such

. cooking for the fami

By Shaheen Anam

rural woman, and you tell me,
if this is not work, then what
is work?

She wakes up before anyone

else does. She says her
prayers, cleans the front yard,
puts the rice to boil for the
morning meal, feeds the cow,
washes the children, feeds
them and sits down to wash
the clothes in the nearby pond.
By the time | met Halima, at
the Grameen Bank weekly
meeting, at 8:30 in the morn-
ing, she had alre finished
and had
washed all the clothes. She
had come to return her weekly
instalment of loan. She retums
Tk 180 evéry weck and in one.
year will repay the Tk 6000
she borrowed two months ago.
She looked confident and
happy: "1 have a house of my
own and a tubewell too, all my
children go to school.”

"What did you take the loan
for?"

“To be able to have a house

“of my own, to buy good food for

my children and to be able to
send them to school. Now |

make bamboo mats and sell
them at a profit." The mat was
proudly displayed to me. She
makes 8 to 10 of those every-
day. The cost comes to Tk 4
per mat and sells for 10 taka
each. She has been a Grameen
Bank member for the last ten
ycars has taken about

20,000 in loans till now.

She has invested in poultry,
paddies, and jute ropes, all of
which have given good returns.
She has never defaulied on a
payment. But, | asked her in a
shocked voice, when does she
have the time to make the
mats? With a smile she told
me that when everyone goes to
sleep, when all her work for
the day is done, after the chil-
dren have gone to bed., she
lights the kerosene lamp and
makes the mats.

Her words left me speech-
kess. To be able to accomplish
all that she does during the
day, she still has the encrgy
and the initiative to make
those mats. | at her in

wonder and miration. Who

else but a mother could put
herself through such hard
work and still come out of it
smiling? It has been obscrved

that when a woman has access
to money she spends it for the

welfare of the family. She in-
vests in health, eduéation and

nutrition. | slowly realized
what this loan meant to her
and many like her. When a

man takes loan [rom the bank
he invests it in projects which
become his full time occupa:
tion. But not so for the women.
She takes loan on her own,
and her quiet determination is
her only guarantor. She gets no
reliefl from her day lo day
chores in order to usec the loan
money, make a profit and re-
pay back the loan, This is only
considered to be her part time
job. But this part time job has
enabled Halima to build a
house, educate her four chil-
dren (her eldest daughter
passed matric examination lasi
year and now gocs to the thana
college) and, most of all, given
her a sense of worth. She
proudly said that since she be-
canw a Grameen Bank member
she has never once asked her
husband to buy anything for
her. There was a peal of
laughter from the other
women in the group when one
sald with a sly wink that she
had bought a lungi for her hus-
band last Eid.

Violence Against

N observance of opments in Bosnia and

I international wo-

men's day this
year, the department of
public information, In
conjunction with the
[ocal points on women's
issues throughout the
United Nations sysien,
has chosen the theme of
women's rights and
human rights, with a
special focus on violence
against women. The rea-
son is the special ur-
gency of that issue In
light of current devel-
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elsewhere.

UN will be holding a
panel discussion on vio-
lence women at
headquarters today with
several women who play

frmlncnt roles in Lhe
ight against various

forms of violence. It Is
being scheduled prior Lo
women's day (8 March)
in order to encourage
press coverage on the
day Iitselfl. The pro-
gramme. which is now

YWorinen

being finalized. will en-
compass such issues as
rape, female circumci-
sion, sexual harassment,
domeslic violence, en-
forced prostitution, do-
wry deaths etc. It will
also focus on what the
United Nations is

to combat violence aga-
inst women, In par-
ticular the draft decla-
ration on violence aga-

inst women and the
current invest tions
into l]lt‘ltm wides-

pread rape in Bosnia.
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Physical brutality and sexual
abuse are wide spread largely
because they have been sanc-
tioned for centuries by legal
sysiems which grant women
no protection or recourse. In
nincteenth century England
and North America, as well as
in much of the developing
world today, even when a wife

jus

violcnce, the husband was
oficn excused by the law under
various pretexts and his sen-
tence was remarkably light. As
recently as 1954,
Yard Commander G.H,
Hatherill boasted: "There are
only about 20 murders a year
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in London and many not at all
scrious—some are just hus-
bands killing their wives.”

Indeed, in all cultures men
have had the right to kill their

wives on suspicion of adultery
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CRIME COUNTS

A group of armed men

-barged into the nouse of a

widow at Tejkonipara where
she lived along with her three
young daughters.

The armed men ransacked
the house and assaulted all the
four house members. A teenage
girl Anwara was admitted at
the Dhaka medical college
hospital.

- While escaping the armed
men fired gunshots and
blasted dozens of crackers in
and outside of the house.

According to some people,
it was a sequel of a row over
taking possession of the house,

A 25-year-old housewife was
raped by a group of gangsters
al a village in Joydevpur,

X & &

Arju Banu, 25, committed
suicide at the village —
Karakandi, Kcranigar?. follow-
ing a quarrel with her husband.

* ok ok

A teemaged girl Sareda
Akhter was severely stabbed on
her throat and robbed of her

gold ormaments at Dagon
Bhuyan village in Fent.
— Complied by Farid

Ahmed. |

A DAY IN THE LIFE ON A

5:00 am

VILLAGE WOMAN

Wash, say prayer
Clean dishes in pond

Make breakfast
Feed husband and children, then herselfl

6:00 am Carry

water from

pond, tubewell

Clean house and kiichen

Take

goat, cattle to graze

Clean courtyard, stablcs

Milk cows
9:00 am

Husk paddy
Grind

Botl paddy, lay out to dry

Husk rice before cooking

| 1:00 am Prepare
Cook meal

meal

Wash clothes in pond

Bathe

Lunch, if three meals a day

- Wash dishes

Make nets, sew

4:00 pm
7:00 pm
Feed

Retire

10:00-11:00 pm

(Time devoted to child care is not inchaded)

Bring cattle back, feed and secure them
Cook evening meal




