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Afghan peace talks enter
a crucial phase

ISLAMABAD, Mar 3: The
Pakistan-sponsored Afghan
peace talks entered a crucial

MARCH 4,

year icrm by a controversial
galhering ol representatives
[rom across the country.

1993

negotiations bétween
groups, reporis AFP.

Minister Alauddin Brujerdi and
Saudi
chief

arrived Tuesday to assist in the
talks aimed at ending fighting

Mohammed Khan,
ported ‘considerable advance’
on some basic issues Tuesday,

said he hoped there would be
more movement as the talks

continuing in office after being

phase here today as officials Hekmatyar, whose llezb-i-
reported considerable progr- Islami faction is alined with
ess after two days of indirect several other Mujahideen LONDON, Mar 3: United

rival groups opposed to the gov-
ernment, has demanded a new
mechanism to elect a new ad-
ministration and allocate key
cabinet portfolios such as
Defence and Foreign Aﬂ'ﬂnﬂm .
They-opposition are
sisting power being shared be-

lranian Vice Foreign

Arabia's intelligence
Prince Turki Al-Faisal

Nations ( UN) Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros- Ghali
made it clear today thal hc was
now willing to use UN [orces
to enforce a peace sctllement
in the war-torn republic of
Bosnia-Herzegovina — a U-lurn
in policy, reports AFP.

in Kabul and establishing a (ween the president and "In Yugoslavia, like in
broad-based government in prime minister and that no | Somalia, you may have ccrtain
war-torn Afghanistan. party should be given more who are not under the

Foreign Secretary Shaharyar
who re-

than one cabinet post.

AP adds: liekmatyar has
been blamed for much of the
destruclion in Kabul, wherc
thousands have been killed or
wounded in rocket attacks by

centrol of the lcaders who
have accepted, and here you
will be compelled 1o use force
if you want to give the mini-
mum ol credibility to your plan
or your pcace process,” Ghali

resume. his forces since April. | told the Timics in an interview,

But sources here said that Hundreds of thousands have lis hew position contrasts
hardline Pashtun leader Gulbu-  fled the city. strongly with the warning he
ddin Hekmatyar remained Pakistani officials, who are | gave only months ago that the
adamantly opposed to Presi- mediating, met in the mormning | former Yugoslavia could be-
dent Burhanuddin Rabbaml  with representatives of Afghan | come the "Victnam” of the UN

President Burhanuddin Rabb-
ani's government.
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clected in December to a two-

Choi ROK ruling party secy: sou

Korea's new president, Kim Young-Sam, today namecd his
right-hand man Choi Hyung-Woo to the key post ofBu:ﬂ.lmy
General of the ruling party, a party spokesman announced,
AFP reports from Seoul.

Chofi's nomination was taken as an incication Kim intended
to closely control the ruling Democratic Libersd Party (DLP),
although it {s dominated by political followers of former
President Roh Tae-Woo, onetime general who stepped down
last week, political insiders said.

Choi, 58, mlchitnjdcmﬂlmfurmrtwd:cadﬂ
while Kim was an opposition party leader before his joining
the ruling party in 1990.

Chof's
Roh faction within the party, was named party floor lcadcr.
Another Roh follower, Kim Jong-Ho, 58, who served as the
Home Minister under the authoritarian President Chun Doo-
Hwan, was appointed party policy committee chairman.

UNTAC opens radio: me un

acekeeping force in Cambodia opened up its radio
Ec ting facilities on Wednesday to all 20 political partics
registered to run in May election, Reuter reports from
Phnom Penh.

Under the “equal access., equal time,” project, cach politi-
cal party will be allotted two five-minute slots pcr week on
radio UNTAC (UN transitional authority in Cambodia), UNTAC
apokun'-n Eric Falt said.

can cither pre-record their stalcments or use
. UN ltudh:, which each day will air total of 40 minutes of po-
litical statements by eight of the parties, he said. There arc
plans to ex the project to lelevision.
" The radically leftist Khmer Rouge gucrillas, who have
turned their backs on & peace pact-that
years of civil war, will be absent from the airwaves because pf
their faflure to regisier a party.

Peru to t ICRC access: rernwn

grant the International Commitiee of the Red Cross (ull
access to prisons and facilitate the work of international
human s groups who visit the country, Prime Ministcr
Oscar De la Puente said on Tuesday, reports Reuter [rom
Lima.

He told ers the ment would work with Peru's
rights umbrella group, the national ccordinator of human
rights, to assure that rights are fully respecied in Peru.

The rights issue has taken centre stage here since the ap-
proval of an IMF accord was held up last week due to US con-
ccrns over Peru's human rights record.

French FM in MoOSCOW: rrench Forcign
Minister Ronald Dumas arrived in Moscow for a few
hours' visil that an official trip In Russia by French
President Francots Mitterrand, re

Dumas was to meet with Russian officials 1o discuss rcla-
ttons between the two countries,
Yugoslavia and the conflict in the Armenian enclave of

Nagorny -Karahakh.

said on were killed and at least 20
olthers wounded iIn nthun' with communist rebels in the
northern Philippines over the weekend, Reuler reports from
Mariila

Army Chiefl Licutenant-General Arturo Enrile spid in a re-
port 19 of those killed in scparaic clashes in lwo provinovs
were guerrillas,

One rebel was killed in fighting in Joves, Isabela Provinee.

The army claims 10 reboels wounded in that clash dicd ater
bee ause they lacked medical care but this could not be inde-
pendenily confirmed,

Six more rebels and three soldiers were slain in another
gunbattle in San Gufllcromo in the same province. Two rebels
dicd in a clash in nearby Cagavan Provinee

Algerian Police kill nine: vine
:ulpu:ttd Islamic ndamentalist mllll;gl;j::urilté
Tuesday police trol in D s .

mh:ﬂw::fl'm;ﬂ hi‘!\ﬁ:m officials said,

gunfire when they sighted the police, Lhe offictals said,
adding that the police eventually cornered Lhe men jorcing
them io abandon their truck, and killed them in an cnsuing
shootout. ’

The police recovered arms, grenades, and ammunition in
the opcration, they said. It was the first clash betwoeen scocu
rity forees and fundamcntalists since the start of the Muslim,
fasting month of Ramzan on February 23,
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h have to accept ris

_ Kim Yung-Koo, 53, who belongs (o the

Landed 13. 1

qucstions,

“Far the sake of ace, you

.. he told

the newspaper from his New:
York hcadquaricrs.

"1 will not say | have
changed. bul the situation has
changed,” he said. "We have
been involved in so many oper-
alions that it would be difficult
lo say now Lhal | don't want to
be involved in this one.”

The Scerclary-General
madc it clear that he person-
ally wanlced UN troops to be
cmpowered lo use force In
[Bosnia to pul into cflect any
peace accord — which other
UN officials say could involve
the deployment of some
60,000 Lroops — was still in
progress, he said.

If the pcace agreement
eventually collapsed and UN
troops became cmbroiled in
fighting on thc ground. it
would bce up 16 the ( UN)
Security Council, and particu-
larly the stronger members, to

International

- Ghali wants UN troops to Off the Record
enforce peace in Bosnia

The Baily Star §

At last he gets uncontested

decide what to do about it

"The troops are not under
my command, they are under
the command of the Security
Council. | am just a middle-
man betwcen the Council and
the command.”

"What is more important,
and cveryone seems to forget
this, is that the Security
Council is Great Britain, is
France, is (the) United States,
is Russia.

"They arce Lthe international
communily. Thcy have de-
cided. they have accepted,

they have sent the troops, they
arc their own troops. The UN

depends on the will of the
major countries.”

With the resumption of the
Bosnian peace talks — chaired
by EC negotiator Lord Owen
and UN Envoy Cyrus Vance —
in New York this weck, Ghali
said he believed a settlement

was in sight.
“There is a [atigue. They
understand that it is in \heir

interest to find a solution. The
sooner they have a solution,

the better will be the lllultiun
and. according to the reports |

have received, there (s
progress.

“They are more willi
find a lnlution than be rf:
Things have changed to give us
a minimum of hope.”

Ghali made it clear that he
would tell the Security Council
not to become involved
militarily in Bosnia il the
Muslim-led government and
the minority Serbs [ailed to
join the Croals in signing a

peace accord.

'he annual cost of UN

pcacekeeping s currently
around 2.1 billion pounds (3
billion dollars) — three Limes

the organisation's normal bud-
get.

India still

committed
to SAARC

NEW DELHI, Mar 3: Indian
Minister of External affairs
Dinesh Singh said that India
and China should play a com-
mon role in establishing the
new world order,
Xinhua.

During a meeting with Liu
Shuqing. President of the
Chinese People’'s Institute of
Foreign Affairs the
Indian minister said that India

and China, the two largest de- | ||

veloping countries in the
world, should strengthen their
cooperation in this regard,

The Indian minister also
said Lthat India remains com-
mitted to the South Asian
Association for Regional

Cooperation which groups
India, Pakistan, Shri Lanka,

s

Liu Shuging, who is on a
woeek-long visit to India, HH

.ELIJ}& cw world o

nud on the
principles of pecaceful cocxis

tenee initiated by China and
india in the .1950s.

- ~The - indian minisler ex-

pressed the hope that Iado-
China relations will be further
improved and trading tics be-
tween the two countrics will
hl:ml'u'l::d

reports

}SHABL' delnm workers return to the Gaza Stnp on
“Tiesday, dfter the area was sealed. The action comes after -

a Gaza resident went on A

oh Mdnday'in Tel Aviv

rampage
and stabbed to death two Israelis. Seven others were in-
jared in the attack in Israel for almost a year.

— AFP/UNB photo

Iran refutes
westem
allegations

TEHRAN, Mar 3: Iran on
Tuesday denied western alle-
gations it sought to acquire
nuclear weapons and said the
accusations were a pretext for
arming [ran's neighbours, re-
ports AFP.

"Access and use of nuclear

is not part of Iran’s
defence strategy.” Defence
Minister Akbar Torkan said in
an interview with the state-run
IRNA news ageney, echoing
remarks made previously by

other Iranian officials.
Iran was to maintain
and preserve existing

weapons in the country and we
don't need to purchase new

vu_g:n."htﬂﬂ.
r power is in the faith

and boldness of our youth,”
said Torkan.

He char that weslern
countries "transfcrred
more than 30 million tonnes ol
weaponry to Turky, Saudi
Arabia, occupied Palestinc
(Isracl) and other regional
countrics,” during the Gulf
War. v

"A large amount of thesc
wecapons have remained in the

region... and he West is trying
to sell them to the regional.

t:nunl.rh!'l ll'nm"ﬁlde‘-ﬂﬂlk:ﬂ

He said alb.im that —
was Lrying to obtain nuclear
weapons was part of this pro-

US had contacts with Hamas

WASHINGTON, Mar 3: The
Clinton administration con-
firmed on Tuesday it had
maintained “a variety of con-
tacts” with the Muslim funda-

mentalist p Hamas, which
the State grtu-:nt is link-
ing with terrorism in an up-

coming report, AP.
poris AFP from Moscow. T T us dlplh-
%% eibiiation n Geeeer ] 0 in the le East “go

back some time,” Richard A
Joucher, the State Department
spokesman, said, and dealt
with developments iIn the
Islaméc world.

Responding to reporters’
he said the US

Embassy in Jordan had been
instructed “not to contlinue
those contacts.” Boucher said
he did not know the reason.

It was learned, meanwhile,
US &t in Jerusalem and
Tel Aviv had also been in touch
with Hamas, which takes re-
sponsibility for a number of
bloody attacks on Israel.

Isracl responded to the vio-
lence in December by deport-
ing 415 Palestinians suspected
of inks to Hamas to Lebanon. A
fcw were repatriated as having
been mistidentified.

A total of 3968 remain in
lents, their detention cited by

alestinian negotiators as their
rcason for resisting US efforts
to reopen a Mideast peace
conference in Washington in
April.

Secretary of State Warren M
Christopher and Russian
Foreign Minister Andrei V
Kozyrev announced last week
in Geneva, Switzerland, invita-
tions would be issued anyhow.
The other participants in the
negotiations are lsrael, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria.

In a rt on terrorism
due April 1 the State
Department discusses a num-
ber of terrorist acts committed

by Hamas in 1992, officials
said. “"This group's viclent ac-
tivities dramatically
during 1992 and the p
used increasingly le tac-
tics, such as roadside cxplo-
sives and car bombs,” the
Office to Counter-Terrorism
said.

Ilamas was formed in 1988
and its activities did not war
rant discussion until they in-
creased dramatically both in
number and ation last
year, the office said.

Boucher explained the con-

tacts this way.

Mitterrand will propose to
curb president's power

PARIS, Mar 3: President
Fiancois Mitterrand said
Tucsday that constitutional re-
florms he will to the
cabinet March 10 will include
curbs on presidential authority
lo invoke emergency powers,

reporis AP.
Mitterrand told French

media that he will ask that
Article 16 of the constitution
be stricken. It gives the presi-
dent exceptional powers dur-
ing a national emergency.

“I| preferred a pure and
simple striking of this article,
rather than a new version,’
Mitterrand told French jour-

nalists

Mitterrand's disclosure
marked the first significant
gimpse of a constitutional re-
lorm process the sel
in mollon last w
revive his
He said lnm'ln give par
llament more powers and trim
execulive lﬂlw

The Fifth Republic const-
tution in force since de
Gaulle's return (o power in
1968 gives the president some
of the strongest powers in a
Western democTacy.

The president serves a
seven -year term, appoints and

fires prime ministers, controls
foreign and policy, and
can dissolve t at will
and call fresh elections.

Under Article 16, the
president, after consultations
with the minister and
leaders the National Asse-
mbly and Senatec, may invoke
dictatorial powers ([ the nation

foreign threat.
The | o sirtke the

article drew immediate crili-
cism from Alain Juppe, score-
tary-general of the Rally for the
Republie party that is de
Gaulle's heir.

E-

Iraq, Libya to
strengthen ties

BAGHDAD, Mar 3: Libya and
iraq, both under UN sanctions,
cxpressed their desire to
strengthen ties during a visit
o Tripoli by an Iragi envoy,
the official Iraqi News Agency
(INA) reported Tuesday, says
AFP,

Brazan Ibrahim Al-Takriti,
political advisor to President
Saddam Hussein and his hall
brother, met Tuesday with
Libya's Foreign Minister, Omar
Al-Montasser, INA said.

The envoy arrived in Tripoli
on Monday by road from Tunis,
where he gave Tunisian
President Zine-el-Abidine Ben
Ali a message from Saddam
tluuﬂn Its contents were not

|

-
divorce decree
LONDON: Salman Rushdic¢, in hiding rom an Iranian dealth
threat, received an _

uncontested divorce decree
on Tuesday after more than
two years' separation from’
American writer Mariannc
Wiggins, reports AP.

Rushdfe, 45, plans to
rCMmarry soon, sources close
to the writer said last
month. His luture wife was
rcported to be a poet, but
Scotland Yard asked that
her name not be released for reaso

Rushdie and Ms. Wiggins, who were married in |98, scp-
arated in July 1989, five months afler Iran accused Rushdic of
blaspheming Islam with his book, "The Satanic Verses™ and
valled for his death.

The couple went into hiding after Ayotollah. Ruholiah
Khomeini condemned Rushdie on February 14, 1989. They
scparated the following July, Ms. Wiggins has said.

Ms. Wiggins, 45, lives in New York.

Rushdie remains in hiding under police protection, occa-
sionally emerging briefly for an unannounced public appear-
aAnee,

Rushdie, who has a 14-year-old son [rom a previous mar-
riage, petitioned for divorce on the basis of more than two
ycars scparation.

&

Now it's up to us

LOS ANGELES : Simon and Gafrunke’ phzed such hits as
"Sounds of Silence” and "Bridge Over Troubled Water” in a
benefit that raised 1 million dollar for the Los Angcles
Children's Health ., reports AP,

NcﬂYuungl.lmpcrl'omndHundl night, and Steve Martin
offcred comedy between sets. Celebrities in the audience in-
cluded Jack Hﬁl‘l‘iﬂlﬂn. Alec Baldwin, Kim Basinger and David
Crosby.

Tickets cost 100 dollar to 500 dollar,

"You've done your part — now it's up to us,” Paul Simon
told the crowd as he introduced Young, who opened the show
at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion.

Simon and Art Garfunkel — in a rare reunion periformance
joined Young to sing "Helpless,” blending their smooth har-
monies with Young's thin, haunting voice. Young sat in on
"Sounds of Silence”.

The children's Health Project is a traveling mme for
homeless youngsters already established in several other
cities. It was organized by The Children’s Health Fund, cre-
ated in 1987 by Simon and a doctor.

Simon and Garfunkel broke up over personal and profes-
stonal differences shortly after winning a Grammy in 1970 for

"Bridge Over Troubled Water". They reunited in 1980 for a
concert in New York's Central Park and again in 1983

..:mi;: ? : -

SPAIN: French Scientist Luc Montaigner (R) who first dis-
covered the HIV-virus, is accompanied by AIDS victim Jon
Salaberria (L), as he officially opens the 2nd National AIDS

congress in Bilbao on Tuesday. — AFP/UNB photo

Clinton a man of
peace: Castro

IHHAVANA [Cuba), Mar 3:
Cuban President Fidel Castro
said on Monday night he had
the impression US President
Bfll Clinton was "a man of
peace” and “could have some
ethics,” reports Reuter

Since Clinton’'s clection vic-

last November Castro and
Cuba's communist governiment
have been cautious in thoir
public statements about the
new US leader, appcaring lo
adopt a wait-and-sce policy
towards him.

In a Cuban lelevision inler:
view . Castru said he had been
struck by a stalcment by

Iraqi Presidend

Husscin.
sion,
he wenl on, adding
maan of

peace.”

succeasive US President rep-

cthical behaviour.”

team has declarcd |ndoncsian
President Subharto and lornws
military chiel Try Suirisno, a
nominece for the vice prosi
dency, both fit and abile o lcad
the country for the ncxi [five

cars, a press rcport said
;‘clrndq. reporis AFT.

The Jakarta Post said the
presidential medical wcam has
sent a ler o the Nalonal

v stating that afier ex
aminations, the team could
state thal Subarto and Try
were emwtionally and physi-
cally heaithy and ablc o scrve
as president and vice presi-
dent for the next five years

Subarto, 71, is almost cur-
tain o be re o a sinth
consccutive -year crm of

next Wednesday.

New York Police Commissioner Raymond

A sccond threat was received January 26,

Asked about the Muslim fundamentalist

officials said they were inves the
possible involvement of Palestinian ex-
tremists and other terrorist organisa-

tions, reporis AFP.

Kelly said investigators were t 1o
kearn if there was a link between F ‘s
bombing and a January 22 telephone
threat to the US embassy in Algeria

“mﬂlwﬂinﬂﬂfwk if
some 400 Palestinians deported by lsrael
in December were not allowed 1o return.

1,000

o come

our city”.
Kelly said, adding that such calls are not
uncommon. The call was placed by
someone claiming 1o represent the
Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, Kelly satd.

group Hamas, the head of the FBI's New
York office, James Fox. said, 'that's a
group with a known propensily for vio-

lence. That's a group we're looking at,
onc of several groups.

The port authority, owner of the landmark
| 10-story twin towers, matched a reward
by the eity, bringing the total to 200,000
dollars for information leadi
lions in the bombing, whic
lcast five people and injured more than,

to convic
killed l[

Mayor David Dinkins appealed to witnesses
forward.

“It is eritical that anyone with information
of this heinous
Dinkins said. "We cannot and will not
submit 10 those forces who wish to panic

act come forward,”

According to the FBI, there are about 1,000
possible witnesses to Some element of

the attack, including garage employes
and customers and workers at a car

rental agency.
Onc man believed Jost in the explosion

resurfaced Tuesday, but one other person
was still missing

Cablc New Neiwork reported that invest
lors were focusing on a brown van wit

$2 lakh reward for clues in World Trade Centre bombing

NEW YORK, Mar 3: Authoritics nfErL'-d a

200,000 dollar reward Tuesday for clues
in the World Trade Centre bombing and

largest buildings, sending smoke Lhrough
Lhe towers and causing a panicked evacu-

$ 20m UN

appeal for
Georgia

Clinton that he would never
aulherisc a plan lo assassinatc
Saddam

"H scemed to me an ethical
thing to say. | got that impres-
the Cuban lcader said.
“lle could have some cthics,”
he had the
impression Chnlhn was also "a

Castro said that although

resented 'an imperial power,
they hand had different styles.
[le cited the case of Jimmy

Carter, saying he had displayed

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 3

red stri that might have held the
bomb FBI declined to comment on
the report

Fox said agents hoped to obtain survefllance
camecras buried in the rubble of the blast
that could provide more clues.

Vidcotapes already in the ssion of au-
thorities were of ‘marginal quality’, he
-.md adding that tapes from additional

ameras could provide a real break:
thmuu,‘h

The tapes, which may be enhanced by com-
puter, could provide authorities with N
conse plate numbers of :l:ﬂl:*itl entering
or leaving the underground garage where
the explosion eccurred, fox said.

In cxamining the lapes, rmﬂ
seroing n on images of low vehi-
clen, which may Indicale thrr were
caurrying heavy loads.

The cxplosion blew through six floers un-
derneath one of the World Trade
Center's lowers, the world's second

atton through dark, smoke-filled stafr
wells.

Thirty-four of the estimated 1,000 injured
remained hospitalised Tuesday The tow-
ers have been closed because of damage
o communications and other systems,
and may rcopen later this month.

Invesligators are wary of the danger of
lalling chunks ol conerete. A section ol a
wall tambled down near Lwo poller offi
cers Monday. Police are using a robet Lo
look for cameras, and dogs and thermal
imaging cquipment were being used W
hunt for other evidence

Commodities brokers and major busincsses
in the center's twin Towers have relo-
cated their operations and were
functioning close to neormal early
Tuesday, a center spokesman said,

Families of the five victims burict their
dead Tuesday and city officials an-
nounced plans for a 'small and symbolic',
memorial service at the site.




