_Pak newsman jé.iled
for accusing court

which he sometimes writes.
Sources said police tried to

arrest the newspapers chiefl

reporter Qaisar Butt for refus-

RAWALPINDI (Pakistan],
Mar 2. Pakistan's Supreme
Court sentenced a freelance
journalist to jail indefinitely
today for contempt, sparking
plans by Rawalpindi's journalist
community to march in
protest, reports AFP.

Shahid Orakzal, 40, was
declared guilty of contempt on
Monday during the trial here,
15 kilometres [nine miles)
west of Pakistan capital
Islamabad, of former army
chief Mirza Aslam Beg.

Orakzai stood up, openly
accused the Court of trying to
exonerate Beg, charged with
influencing the Court while he
was army chiefl, and said the
job of presenting details of
Beg's actions had been wholly
left to the press,

Orakzal, warned rcpeatedly
by the Court, refused to remain
quiet. His comments sparked
chaos; and the courtroom at-
mosphere degenerated.

The full bench, headed by
Chiefl Justice Afzal Zullah, said
in a statement Orakzai had not
only "disturbed the decorum of
the Court, but contemptuously
acted in a manner to scan-
dalise it and bring it into ha-
tred, ridicule and contempt.”

He was sentenced "until he
purges himself of the con-
tempt,” the statement said.
Orakzai is to make a statement
to the Court Registrar every
four months, and the content
of his statement is to deter-
mine the length of his jall
term.

Authbrities, unable to find
Orakzai since the verdict was
handed down, have raided his
home, as well as the Islamabad
bureau of The Frontier ['ost,
the Northwest Frontier
Province daily newspaper, for

ing or being unable to give de-
tails of Orakzai's whereabouts.
Journalists say will march
through city streets: here to
protesi against police raids
and repeated harassment of

the press.
After the verdicl on Orakzai

was handed down, Beg's trial,
in its second day following a
one-week recess, continued.
licg denied influencing a
Court decision not to restore
the elected National Assembly,

dissolved by then President
Muhammed Zia-ul-Haq in May
1988,

Zia was killed in August
1988 when the Pakistani air
force plane he was in exploded
in mid-air.

In a speech to the Lahore
Press Club on February 4, Beg
commented on the Court de-
cision not to revive the assem-

Later on Tuesday, journal-
ists who attended Begs press
club talk were -to testify in
Court.

Beg said his remarks,
widely considered to be con-
troversial, were not meant to
scandalise the Court.

In a short statement on
Monday, Beg said he gave a
me to the Court through
then Law Minister Wasim
Sajjad, who is now senate
Chairman, that holding assem-
bly elections was in Pakistan's
best interests.

However on Tuesday, Sajjad
denied having received such a
message. He said he would is-
sue a detailed statement after
the Court hands down its ver-
dict on the Beg casc.

6000 hospitalised
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patients and pitched two
‘- tents outside the hospital
building with the arrival of in-
creasing number of sick peo-

ke,
g On an average some 400
' patients were coming to the
centre daily besides those ad-
mitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, PG Hospital
and Midford Hospital.

Chief physician of ICDDR,B
told The Daily Star that it is
chelera-like epidemic caused
by vibrio non-0! bacteria”

But no cholera germ was
detected in pathological test
The centre tested stool of one
out of every 25 patients, he
added.

Dr Salam said that contami-
nated water was the main rea
son of the latest spurt of the
disease in the country and un-
hygienic slum dwellers and
working class were the worst
victim.

He said that drinking of
botled or tablet-purified watcr
and avoidance of junk or un-
covered food at the hotel and
streetsice caleries may help
check the discase.

UNB adds: Dhaka WASA
Chatrman Nurul Islam said
yesterday morning that mixing
of polluted water through the

WASA pipes can be re
duced by herpir":r the pres
sure of supply and changing
the 60-70 year old waler lines,

mostly in the old city. "Our
present supply of water is less
than hall of the city's require-
ment”, he added.

The WASA chairman refuted
a report published in a section
of the press today (Tuesday)
that bacteria infested WASA
water is the major causc for
outbreak of diarrhoca and that
WASA has failed to take mea-
sures in controlling prescnce
of bacteria in its water.

Our Stafl Correspondent in
Barisal gquoting, Deputy
Director of the Health Service
stationed In the newly estab-
lished divisional headquarters
said that the number of al-
fected people increased during
the past several days.

The health official told The
Dafly Star that the number of
coliform bacterta in waler In-
creased wupto 70 per cubic
centimeter which contami-
nated the water in the region.

Normally four to five such
bacteria are found per CC but
10 to 15 are considered as

He said that the supply of
anti-diarrhoeal medicine was
satisfactory but there were
shortage of doctors in some
areas. Some 500 medjcal
leams have been working in
the affected districts.

The health official pre-
dicted that rainfall might im-
prove the situation.

Utilization of ADP
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also points to the apathetic al
titude of different minisiries,
divisions and depariments
which have not been compliant
with the directive to hold
monthly evaluation mectings.

The IMED review is meant
for the members of the
Cabinet.

According Lo the IMED pa-
per, only 27 per cent of the
Taka 8680 crore ADP alloca-
tion, which is Taka 2363
erore, has been spent during
July-December period. Of the
spent money, Taka 1077 crore
— 27 per cent — is in local
currency and Taka [286
crore—28 per cent— from pro-
jort assislance.

In a startling revelation. the
IMED says that |5 ministries
and divisions did not spend a
single cent during the period.
Mwu ministrics spent
less 27 per cent of the
funds allocated to them.

Of the 40 top priorily pro-
jects selected earlier by the
Cabinet for which Taka 940
crore was allocated, only Taka
616 crore was spent, giving a
disbursement rate of only 66
per cent

The IMED recoemmends
that the government ask the
defaulti ministiries to give
extra eflorts to utilise Lhe
funds or clse the moncy be di-

132 crore with Taka 25 crore
project aid component, did
nol spend at all moncy al
located 1o them. And in the
cases of 288 projects, for
which allocations were o the
tune of Taka 906 crore Includ-
ing Taka 36] crore [rom :
ject aid, there had been um-
lutely no progress in imple-
menting expenditure
Therefore, the Planning
Commission suggesis, a rc
evaluation is needed 10 ascer-
tain the rationale behind allo-
cating money for these pro

jects.

For B4 of these projecis,
[oreign aid money was not
made available, the IMED says.

However, pace of project
implementation by 16 min-
tstrics or divisions, which get
major portion of ADP funds,
has been found encouraging
with a 82 per cenl disburse-
ment rate.

Of the Taka 8650 crore ADP
outlay, Taka 7008 crorc was
given 1o these ministries and
divisions —Taka 2917 crore in
local currency and Taka 4001
erore in project aid

For the first six months, 36
per cent of the project ald—
Taka 1453 crore—was allo-
caled to them of which Taka
1185 crore—82 per cent -
was sponl

3ui the IMED insists that

Sugandha office yesterday.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia having Iftar with high government officials at
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On that occasion, Justice
Sarkar and Justice Badrul
Islam Choudhury gave a split
verdict.

Going through the judge-
ment of Justice Sarkar,
Barrister Yusuf claimed that
Article 3 of the Bangladesh
Citizenship Temporary Order
(PO-149 of 1972), under
which the disqualification nc-
tice was issued, could not be
applied retrospectively.

To which, the court en-
quired, "Where is the retro-
spectivity of the government
order?”

The government order it-
self is nol retrospeclive,

- replied Barrister Yusul, bul
l Justice Sarkar is saying that it
is

Article 3 of the Temporary
Order states: "In case of doubt
as to whether a person is
qualified to be deemed to be a
citizen of Bangladesh under
Article 2 of this order; the
question shall be decided by
the government, which deci-
sion shall be final".

Article 2 places three con-
ditions regquired to be decmed
to be a citizen: that a person or
his father or grandfather was
born in the territory compris-
ing Bangladesh, that he was a
permanent resident on March
25,1971 and that he continued
to remain so resident.

Noting that accrued rights
"cannot vanish”, Justice
Choudhury said, "When the leg-
islators make a law with retro-
spective effect they are sup-
posed to know the conse-
guenCes .

Barrister Yusuf argued that
the vested ts of person
could not be away by ret-
rnos tive effect of a law. f

court asked, "How do
you go to the vested rights? He
replied that on the day before
the issuance of the disqualifi-
cation notice on April
18,1973, Azam was deemed to
have been a citizen. The court
noted that the b cit-
zenship act of 195] was also in
force at the time through the
law’s adaptation order.

The Counsel for the peti
tioner said tha! government
order specified Article 3 of
Temporary Order and did not

recourse to the Act of
1951,

Barrister Yusufl quoted
Justice Sarkar as stating in his
judgement that the Citizenship
Act of 1951 was T!'pl_.:lk'ﬂ h"f
implication on the coming of
the Temporary Order

If 1t is repealed by implhica
tjon the petittuner has no

vesled rights,” the court ob
scrvyd

oweevor the counwse! for
e putlittoncr asserted that
al! rights continuc™ while cft-

1.8 Soertdon 6 of the General
O lnases At
1l¢ added

olherwise

that unless
mentioned  govern

ment can use delegated power
“only in making ordcers
prospective in nature, my of-
fence has Lo be decided as per
the laws prevalent at the time’".

He went on to quote Justice
Sarkar as saying "in view of the
discussion about it, it cannot
be said that he [(Azam) was a
citizen of Bangladesh prior to
the making of the impugne
notification on April 18,1973".

Justice Sarkar also said, he
added, that there was no
malafide in issuing of the noti-
flication considering the fact
that none of the other 38 dis-
qualified for citizenship were
members of Jamaat and that
general elections were held in
the country on March 1973
before the notification was is-
sued.

Barrister Yusuf contended
that "Article 3 vests govern-
ment with a very wide power
but does not provide a guide-
line as to how to remove doubt
with respect to Article 27.

The counsel for the pet-
tioner said that Justice Sarkar
in his judgement held that
Article 2(b), which refers to
conduct and relates to renun-
ciation by a citizen, is not ap-
plicable as it was incorporated
after the nolification was is-
sucd to the pelitioner.

Justice B | Choudhury also
concurred with this view, he
added.

Justice Sarkar held that in-
clusion of the petitioner in the
voters' list was a “bonaflide
mistake”. Simply because he
was included in the voters’ list
does not ipso [acto make him a
citizen of Bangladesh.”

Citing the case against
declaring Jamaat-c-Islami as
an illegal association ana in-
volving Abul Ala Moududi (17
DLR of Pakistan Supreme
Court), the counsel for the pe
titioner said, Justice Sarkar
ruled that the principles of
natural justice was not violated
in not i{ssuing a show cause
notice to the petitioner.

However, Barrister Yusuf
contended that the case dealt
on the subject of striking down
of laws and that Chief Justice
Cornclius, on that occasion,
had struck down the order
against Jamaat as unconstitu-
tional.

"To that extent Justice
Sarkar was totally erronecus
and it was misquoted and out
ol context,” he added.

The court observed that it
de pends on the situation of cv
cry case whether a show cause
notice is Lo be given or not.

Barrister Yusul argued that
if by any action of the authort-
lies any person is going to be
adversely affected then the
principles of natural justice
demands the issuance of a
show cause notice. "No person
shall be condemned unheard,
the procedure is important.”

The court enquired if the
counsel for the petitioner

Garments worker
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cight tn number fled the spot
by the auto-rickshaws explod -
ing several crackers, said
| Jussain.

However, f(atally wounded
Farug was immediately brought
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where he
died after halfl an hour of ad-
mission. hospital sources said.

Faruq Hossain travel to-
gether from Narayanganj to
join duty everyday and as usual
yesterday they got down from a
bus at Science Laboratory bus
stand and were walking to the
office when the incident oc-
curred, said police quoting
Hossain

Farug was a machine opera-
tor of the fﬂilﬂf}" and resided
1 Char Islam village under
I5andar Police Station in
Narayanganj. e was one of the

verted to more deserving pro- ffve sons of one Siddique
jects. ithe disbursemenis are nol Mollah

The IMED reports that 30 'satisfactory and should be Hossain Jodged a murder

agencics, who were given Taka cxpedited vase with Dhanmondi police

. 1 but no arrest was made and

Editnr:B.H.Ali police were yet to find oul the
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motive behind the murder,
said police.
Autopsy of the body of Farug

was done at the Forensic

t of Dhaka Medical
MIW yesterday and
was sent to his wvil
lage. said police

-_ Israel seals
off Gaza

JERUSALEM, Mar 2: Sol-
diers sealed off the occupied
Gaza Strip on Tuesday, barring
half of the strips workers
from reaching their jobs in
israel, after a Gaza man killed
two Israclis in a stabbing spree
in Tel Aviv, reports AP.

There was no word aboul

how long Gaza would remain
sealcd

ALWC
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A rally will be organised at
9am ai Bangabandhu Bhaban
where wrealhs would be
placed at the portrait of
Bangabandhu. In the afternoon,
the party will hold a discussion
meeting at the central office

premises which will be
presided over by Sheikh
Hasina

Earlier, the meeting moved
an obituary reference condol
ing the death of several leaders
of the and tts [ront or:
ganisations. Hesides, the meet
ing ressed its condolenee
at the lcss of 134 lives In Iran
in a plane crash and those died
in recent bomb explosion at
New York international trade
centre.

Lamm — e . e —

Azam's case : Natural justice

mecant that for fairness the pe-
tittoner should have been
asked,

Replying in the affirmative,
Barrister Yusuf said,"Notice
could have been served at the
pcrmanent address (of the pe-
titioner) and mere not know-
ing his whereabouts is not
enough”.

He went on to quote Justice
Sarkar as saying, on the ques-
tion that the petitioner was
deprived of his natural rights,
that it was not a case of cancel-
lation of one's citizenship as
petitioner was not residing in
Ban h on the date the
impugne notification was is-
sued by the government.

As there is no vested right
no show cause notice re-
quired,” said Justice Sarkar.

At this point, Barrister
Yusuf noted that the govern-
ment had issued a gazetie noti-
fication to the petitioner on

* July 15, 1972 on collaboration

charges asking him to surren-
der within a specified date or
else his property would be
confiscated. If the government
could provide a gazette notifi-
cation, he noted, then why
couldn't the government serve
a show cause notice to the pe-
titioner?

In response to a question by
Lhe court, Barrister Yusufl went
on to elaborate the points of
difference between the two
judges, namely that the peti-
tioner was a citizen in accor-
dance with the of
Article 2 § of the Temporary
Order, about the application of
the principle of natural justice
and the violation there of and
whether the petitioner was
guilty of delay and latches in
coming to the court.

Acting on behall of the
state, Attorney General Aminul
Haque pointed out that Article
3 of the Temporary Order had
never been debated in court
before and that resolution of
doubt had come to the court
for the first time.

However, he added that the
doubt cannot be resolved
through Writ jurisdiction but
through a legal suit.

Barrister Yusul noted that
on the point of conduct and on
the virus of Article 3 there was
no difference between the two
Judges.

He submitted that the third
judge had jurisdiction only to
hear the points of differences.

On the point of delay by the
pctitioner in coming to court,
larrister Yusul noted that the
pelitioner “never atlempled”
to come to Bangladesh from
London until the change of
government in 1975 as the
Awami League government was
"inimical” towards the peti-
tioner because of "serjous po-
litical differences” and that the
persona. safety of the peli-
tioner was at stake.

At this stage the hcaring
was adjourned till 2pm tloday.

ADB grant for
greenbelt
along coast

MANILA Mar 22 The Asian
Development Bank approved
grants Tuesday to Indonesia,
Bangiadesh and olher Asian
countrics, reports AP

Indonesta s o reccive Lwo
grants totalling dirs 1 025 mil
Hon, a statemient from the
Mamil: bascd bank said.

A dlrs B00.Q00 grant is lor
a study aimed at improving
Indoncsia s rural water supply
and sanitation system. The
study will cover the provinces
of Raiu, Jamhj, West Kali
mantan., Central Kalimanian.
Fast Kalimantan and South
Kalimantan

The sccond grant, dlrs
425 000, is 1o study the pri
vale post secondary education
system in Indoncsia

Bangladesh.is to receive A
dirs 340.000 grant for a plan
to establish a greenbelt of tree
and palm plantations along its
southeastern coast.

A dirs 590,000 grant was
set astde for a financial sector

policy study that will cover
Soulh Korea Tatwan, Indo
nesia, Thatland, the Phili

ppincs, India and Pakistan

J

CPI-M opposes
import of
Jamdani

CALCUTTA, Mar 2: Import
of Jamdani sarees from
Bangladesh would adversely
affect artisans in West Bengali
who produced the same sarees
and render them jobless, CPI-

M MLA, Pannbalal Maji, said to-
day, reports PT1.

Opposing the union budget
which encouraged import of
Jamdani sarces Maji said dur-
ing the mention hour in the
state asscmbly, we cannot sup-
port it. The artisans in our
state are producing a good
number of Jamdan{ sarces
which are also comparatively

cheapcr.
If it was essential to import
Jamadani sarces, then (it

should be done on a reciprocal
basis, he said, adding, we have
alrcady lodged our protest
against this decision with Lhe
centra! government,

146 drowned 1n
Zairean

ferry capsize

BRAZZAVILLE, Mar 2: At
least 146 people [rom Zaire
drowned here Monday alter
the gangway to a ferry boat col-
lapsed under the weight of a
rush of passengers, Congolese
police said today, reports AFP.

The Zairean ferry Matadi
had come to pick up Zaireans
expelled from Congo and take
them across Lhe river beltween
Brazzaville and the Zairean
capital Kinshasa on the oppo-
site bank. ' ’

The gangway collapsed as
passengers scrambled to get
aboard, police said.

Police said 146 bodies had
been found, raising the toll
from 33 given earlier by hospi-
tal sources.

Several boats were search-
ing for further bodies belicved
still to be in the river.

The Matadi normally carries
about 200 passengers.

When the gangway col-
lapsed, dozens of people fell
into the water. Secven wcere
rescued by police, but the
others were swept away by the
river.

Three thousand Zaireans il-
legally in Congo had been wail-
ing Monday to be repatriated
to Kinshasa [rom Brazzaville,
unable to afford a ticket lor the
fare.

Student shot
by snatchers

A college student who tried
to save a rickshaw passenger
from the hands of snatchers
was shot at near the Jonaki
cinema hall yesterday, reports
UNB.

Hamidullah alias Prince
(19), a intermediate student of
Habibullah Bahar College, was
shot by miscreants this
evening when he tried to save
the rickshaw passenger from
the snatchers.

Witnesses said two youths
stopped a rickshaw and tried
to snatch gold ornaments from
a wWoman at around
7 pm near cinema hall. Prince,
who was passing-by. chal-
lenged the snatchers who im-
mediately opened fire.

Prince was admilted to
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital with bullet wounds in his

thigh.
Hartal observed
at Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 2: An 8-
hour hartal was observed in
lhe town today (Tuesday)
profesting Sunday's police ac-
tion on the activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
reports UNB.

District JCD and
Jattyatabadi Juba Dal, whiich
jointly enforced the shut
down, alleged that police as-
saulted JCD activists during a
clash in the town Sunday be-
tween supporters of BNP and
Awami League that left 10
pcople injured and several
houses ransacked.

I'hey also alleged that po-
lice picked up throe JCD lead-
ers and roughed up them in
cusiody. They were later re-
leased.

JCD sources claimed at

' least 10 JCD workers were in-

jurcd tocay as police lathichar-
ged on a preocession ncar
[ihasan! Milanayalan in the
town during the harial poriod

Armed cultmen

free more
children

WACO (Texas). Mar 2. A
heavily armed religious cult al-
lowed more children to leave

its bullct-scarrcd compound
Monday as the FB sent in re

inforcemonts and nogetintions
lo end the bloody standoll
dragged through a second day,
reports Al

More children remained In
the compound, and a man who
identified himselfl as  a cult
member satd others would be
rcleased later.

Authorities kopl up nog-
tattons a day afler a ram ol
gunflire killed four fedoral
agents and two members ol
the secl, one reportedly o
daughter of cult kader David
Koresh

?
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Afghan factions move
closer to solution

ISLAMABAD, Mar 2: Warring Afghan factions meeting here
moved closer today to a compromise solution to end fighting

around the capital

Kabul, Pakistan's Foreign Secretary said.

“There has been considerable advance on some issues, while

differences still
question of legl

persist on some basic points including the
timacy” of President Burhanuddin Rabbani's

iwo year term, Shahryar Mohammed Khan said, reports AFP.

Japanese opposition parties
boycott budget debate

TOKYO, Mar 2: Japanese opposition parties boycotted the
1993 budget debate today because the ruling party refused to
agree to their demands for tax cuts. Faced with one of the
most stlubborn economic downturns in decades, opposition

parties ur

-llt

t and ruling
Party (LDP) to revise the draft budge

Liberal Democratic
it to inchade 4.26 trillion

yen (36.7 billlon) in fncome tax cuts and other tax breaks,

rcports Reuter.

JS : Mostafiz
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The Forcign Minister said
that Dalim was promoted to
the rank of Joint Secretary on
Scptember 1, 1987 while S H
M Nur Chowdhury, A K M
Mahiuddin Ahmed and Shariful
Islam were promoted to the
samc rank on Deccember 18,
1989.

A joint secretary, according
to the Ban esh Civil Service
rules, is eligible for the post of
an ambassador of Grade- C, so
Dalim was appointed High
Commissioner in Kenya on
December 14, 1988, the
Foreign Minister added.

The Foreign Minister re-
minded that there was a par-
Hament at that time when the
present  Leader of the
Opposition held the same po-
sition.

A number of Awami League
MPs raised hue and cry as
Mustafiz concluded his state-
ment. Taking the floor
Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim said the

| Foreign Minister sidetracked

the main question of giving
promotion to the sell-con-
fessed killers by the present
BNP government.

Nasim who gave a notice oh
this issue on Monday said that
late President Ziaur Rahman
absorbed the killers of
Bangabandhu in foreign scr-
vice, ousted I'resident Ershad
retained them in the service
while the present elected gov-
crnment of BNP promoted
them to the post of ambas-
sadors. _

“It's unfortunate that sell-
confessed killers of Banrga-
bandhu. were given promotion
by an elected government and
the Foreign Minister avoided
that in his statement,” Nasim
said.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
adjourned the House till 2 pm
today without allowing furthecr
discussion on the issue.

48-hr shutdown
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reason. for SKOP's [resh
course ol action.
Nazrul Islam Khan of

Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal, Fazlul
Haque Mantu of Jatiya Sramik
League, Abdus Salam Khan of
Trade Union Centre and Dr,
w | Islam Khan, SKOP co-
ordinator answered reporters’
queries in the presence of
other leaders.

Meanwhile, Abul Bashar an-
nounced the 48-hour shut-
down by the jute-textile-cot-
ton-sugar mills workers March
15-18 at another press conler-
ence that followed the SKOF's.

Held at the Workers Party
office at Topkhana Road, the
conference was attended
the labour leaders of the
four sectors.

In his written speech,
Bashar, convenor of Patkal
Sramik Karmachari Sangram
Partshad, said they were
forced to announce the new

rogramme as the government
ﬂnd not fulfilled its agreement

on the announcement ol the

Wage Commission report and
other demands.

He condemned the gov-
ernment ‘repression’ on the
workers during the February
15-16 na barricade.

Igbal Majumder of Suta-
Bastrakal Sramik Karmachari
Federation, Z M Kamrul Anam
of Bastra Shilpa Sramik
League and Nurul Islam Khan
ol Chinikal Sramik Federation
were among others present al
the press conference.

Outlawed parties
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group also shot dend another
activist ol the rival group at vil-
lage Sonardair in sadar thana.

Four armedmen of the
lHaque wgroup called Nazrul

islam (27). a member of the
Purba Banglar Communist
Party, out of his house at ® am
and took him to a nearby feld
where he was shot in the head
and chest. He died on the spol.

Police sent the body to

Sadar Hospital fer post-
mortem. A case was filed with
Jhenidah, police.

With these, some |1 peaple
have been killed in protracted
bloody feud between the lwo
under ground parties in the last
two days.

" mission

Dewi Sukamo
released

ASPEN, Cole, Mar 2:
Former Indonesian First Lady
Dewi Sukarno was a free
wornan Im’r hﬁh‘- .ﬂ'td
36 days of a 60-day sentence
for slashing the face of fellow
jet-setter Victoria Osmena, re-
ports AP.

She now has 30 days to
lcave the United States be-
cause the conviction violated
her immigration status.

Sikh militants
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tant campaign for an indcpen-
dent homeland called Kha-
listan (land of the Pure] in
Punjab.

Meanwhile PTI adds, India
today warned Pakistan that its
attempt to introduce a resolu-
tion on Kashmir in the Human

Commission at Geneva
would only serve to distance
the prospects of a fruitful bi-
lateral dialogue.

India’s str reaction fol-
lows re t Pakistan
would try to push through a
resolution at the Commission
meeting on March 8.

Apart from recalling previ-
ous UN Security Council
Resohutions on Kashmir, the
Pakistani resolution would
recommend a [fact-finding
to Jammu and
Kashmir to investigate and re-
port on the human rights situ-

ation there.

An External Allairs Ministry
spokcaman said India had
taken a firm stand and in-
formed all 53-member coun-
tries that this was totally unac-
ceptable to us and we are op-
posing introduction of the
resolution.

In the event of a remote
possibility that such a resolu-
tion is tabled and voted in
favour, India would not accept
it, the said.

Janardhan Reddy, former
Andhra Chief Minister, is lead-
ing India's delegation to the
Commission for Human Rights
which is currenily in session at
Geneva.

** Pakistan is attempting to

place the situation in Jammu
and Kashmir on the agenda of
the Commission.

WB warns
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March 15 to realise the rec-
ommundation of the commis-
ston.
The World Bank document,
however, observed that the
recommendation of wage hike
was not bascd on any a

of either labour productivity of
Rangladesh's export commneti-
tivencss.

Quoting a review ol a sam-
ple of seven public sector
units, the bank claimed that
wages have been rising al a
much faster rat¢ than produc-

tivity since 1 ;

It warned that the applica-
tion of the W Commission
Awards will only widen the gap

between wages and productiv-
ity, and render these public
scctor units even less viable.

The Bank memorandum
pointed out thal real wages in
the public sector increased by
around 30 per cent between
1985 and 1992, triggering 22
per cent increases in real pri-
vale sector wages during the
period. On the contrary, it
claimed, productivity in manu-
facturing has declined.

The Workd Bank as well as
other major donors arc deadly
opposed to any wage increasc
in the industrial sector wages
arguing that this would ad-
versely affect the on-going re-
forms in the public mam fac-
turing sector and further
erode the country's external
compeliliveness.

A couple of weeks back, the
World Bank Vice-President

Wood in a letter to the
Finance Minister made similar
caution against wage hike .
ing -3 such action wou
jeopardise the planned re-
forma i the jute manufactur-
ing sector.

Official sources indicated
that the World Bank
is likely to influence Aid
Club members at next month's
aid session in Parls
and they may also ask the gov-
ernment o relmin from any
wage hiki



