Over 100 Indians,
Lankans expelled
from Romania

BUCHAREST, Romania, Mar
2 Authorities expelled more
than 100 citizens from Shri
Lanka and India in the first
largc scale deportaton of asy-
lum scekers from developing
countries, state television said
Monday, reporis AP

TV showed frontier police
ushering 133 people — 94 Shri
lankans and 39 Indians —
through the gates of Buch-
arcst's Otopeni International
Airport. They were flown to
Bombay and Colombo, resp-
cotively.

An Interfor Ministry spo-
ke~iman said Monday's de-
portation was only the

"beginning of a larger process.

of deportation.”

Shri Lankans and Somalis
account for the bulk of some
9,000 {llegal aliens who live in
this poor east European coun-
try.
The foreigners, also includ-
ing Pakistanis, Chinese and
Albanfans, have been accused
— and some of them convicted
— of various crimes, including
drug traflicking and weapons
smuggling.

e TV report said the gov-
ernment set aside sogwc 56
million lei (dirs 100,000) to
pay for the air fares of the de-
portees and for some deporta-
tion procedures.

Some of the aliens, who en-
tered Romania fllegally in late
1992, have been tried in vari-
ous Romanian cities and con-
vicled to up to 2 years in
prison, and expulsion [rom
Romania, the TV said,

Most of the Shri Lankans
and Somalis fled civil war in
their countries and refused to
return, settling in Bucharest
and waiting to be granted po-
litical refugee status and visas
for Western countrics.,

KABUL, Mar 2: The military
c¢hicl of the embattled gov
civinent asked Monday Lthal a
conimittee of Islamic scholars,
lawyers and intellectuals be
formed to help end the bloody
lcuding among Alghan fac-
lions, reports AP.

In an tnterview wilth Lhe
Associated Press, Ahmed Shah
Masood also sald he was
preparing a new offensive to
crush Gulbuddin Hekmalyar
and Lhe other chiefltains who
have battered Kabul with shells
and missiles,

"Not one of them has taken
on responsibility for the prob-
lemis of Afghanistan. When they
face problems, they jump in
the jecps and flee to Pakistan,
but not one has shown any
kind of compassion toward
Lthis country,” he said.

Masood, Defence Minister
in the government of Presi-
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani,
spoke during a four-hour
interview at his home, a
former guest house of the
Communist government.

Masood also attacked

Hekmatyar's foreign backers.

He mentioned no countries by
name, but seemed to be talk-
ing about Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia, whose fundamentalists
have sent Hakmatyar hundreds
of millions of dollars.

"We have documents that
show that these countries
have been giving military and
financial assistance to Hekm-
alyar,” said Masood, oul
identity cards and other

! documents of Arab mer-
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DPRK won't bow to IAEA demand:

cenaries  killed last month
fichting beside Hekmatyar s
Iezb-e-1slami rebels.

Pakistani and Saudi negotia-
tors have been trying Lo broker
an end to the bloodshed that
has killed or wounded tens of
thousands of people and de-
stroyed much of the city.

Fighting began almost im-
mediately in April, after a 14-
year war ended with the ouster

of the Communists and victory
for the Islamic [actions.
IRabbani arrived Monday in

Islamabad, the I’akistani capi-
tal, for peace lalks. Few believe

o

P..kistani Prime Mimster Nawaz Shar

any truce will last, though, be-
cause of the intcnse hatred be-
tween Hekmatyar and Masood.,

“He s a man looking only
for power and he will use any
method to get it," Masood sajd

"We want a political sctilc-
ment worked out through ne-
gotiations,” he said. "But il we
have to fight, it will be a quick
strike. We are preparing for
the sccond round of fighting
and we will make it a very
short war.”

Disconicnt has been grow-
ing in Kabul over Masood's re-
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Rabbani (L) at hig residence in Islamabad on Monday.

if welcomes Afghan residenl: Burhanuddin

luctaiice o wipe outl the long-
rande missiles and roeket

launchers used by Hekmatyar's
rebels, .

On Sunday, alter a two-
woek lull, rockets and mortars
crashed into a market, a
mosque and a huge apartment
complex, killing at least 31
people, half of them children.

Aller the attack, 200 to 300
demonstirators marched to-
ward the presidential palace,
shouling "Death to Rabhani,

Death to Masood.”

— AFP/UNB photo

A North Korean official said Tuesday that his government will
never: allow the special inspection demanded by the
International Atomic Energy Agency, AP reports from Beijing.

North Korea's ambmnzr to China, Chu Chang Jun, told a
news conference that the agency's demand was based on fab-
ricated information supplied by the Unitcd Stales.

"It is a gangster-like act which cannot be tolerated in any
case,” he said. "We cannot but take counter-measurces to de-
fend our country’'s sovereignty.”

Asked wHat measures were being considered, he said,
"Wail and see.”

The Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency, a
UN-watchdog -g:qr says that analysis of material from six
inspections of h Korean nucleag facilities revealed "major
inconsistencies” in the Communist government's claims re-
garding the quantity and quality of nuclear material it has.

Woman dies in Cairo mishap:

paralyzed woman was cul in two in an elevator shaft in Cairo
Monday, press reports said Tuesday, AFP reports from Cairo.
The incident occurred when the Mt activated allcr nurses
had the woman's gurney only in. Her husband
and 12-year-old daughter witnessed the accident.
The woman, 35, been admitted to the Kasr El-Aini
I lospital in Cadro for examination.

Myanmar frees 5 Thai loggers:
Myanmar soldiers rcleased five Thal-loggers from an army
camp in Myanmar jungle yesterday a day afler the That
military handed over two Myanmar soldicrs held in Thailand,
a That officer said, Reuter reports from Mae Sot.

The loggers had had to pay a small fine for ilicgal entry
int) Myanmar the officer said.

The Myanmar army arresied nine That workers last
month after the two Myanmar soldiers were setzed carrying
arms on the Thai side of the border.

Four of the loggers were later released after their relatives
paid ransoms to the Myanmar soldters.

Kohl meets Yeltsin today: ccrman

Chancellor Helmut Kohl will meet President Boris Yeltsin in
Moscow today for talks on the war in ex-Yugoslavia and
Russia’'s domestic situation, official sources said, AFT rcports
from Mosgow.

The Foreign Ministry said Monday that the two kcadors
would meet in a presidential residence during Kohl's bl
stopover in Moscow on his way home [rom South Korea, ac
cording 0 the Interfax News Agency.

he lalks would cover world affairs, particularly Lhe war in
[losnia - Herzegovine and Croatia, and the coming Tokyo sum-
mit of the Group of Seven most-industirialised nations, re
poricd Interfax.

A German embassy spokesman said Kohl would like Yelisin
o give him a detalled account of Russian internal allairs.

Sihanouk off to Beijing: rrnce norodom

Sthanouk left Cambodia for Beijing yecsierday lo altend Lhe
funeral of his aunt who died this weck, AFP reports
from Phnom Penh.

The aunt Norodom Ket Kanha, lived in exile in Beijing and
died Monday at h:ragnl'ﬂl, royal palace officials said.

Prince Sihanouk a special Kampuchea Alrways
pilane and was seen off by Prime Ministcr Hun Sen and
Cambodian People's Party President Chea Sim, as well as
members of the diplomatic corps and representatives of the
opposition factions.

The prince was due to have a medical checkup 1 the
Chinese capital and return to Cambodia at the vnd of the
month, the palace officials said.

'Algerian forces
resume torture
in prisons

LONDON, Mar 2: Amnesty

WASHINGTON, Mar 2. Central Intelligence
Aoy [CIA) Director James Woolsey says @
growing number” of nations are secking ad

Deportees reject 6-point |
US proposals

LEBANON, Mar 2: Palcs-
tinlan deportees rejected a
rcported six-point US proposal
to end the crisis over them
and resume Middle East pace
talks, reports Reuter.

Abdul Azitz Al-Rantisi, leader
of the 396 deportees banished
o a South Lebanon no-man's
land 11 weeks ago, said the
proposal as reported by Pales-
tintan sources weakened their
position.

"Presenting the six points
arc a waste of time for Israel's
benefit and are aimed al dis-
solving our case, especially if
Resolution 799 is linked to
there points,” he told re-
porters.

Ile reiteraled the Securily
Council should take sicps 1o
implement its resolution,
which demands the immedi-
ate return of the deporices (o
the Isracli-occupied West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

Resolution 799 was passcd
onc day after the Palestinians
were cxpelled on December
17 Israel refuses to imple-

ment it

“We warn of practices aim-
ing al giving Israel more time
lo win ground at the expense
of the sullering of the depor-
tces and their families,” said
Rantisi at the deportees’
makeshift camp,

“If lsrael does not agree
that deportations are illegal
then We problem will atﬂl%e
pending,” he added.

Palestinian sources said on
Saturday the United States was
trying to nudge lsrael and
Palestintian negotiators. into a
six-point deal to resume
Middie East pcace talks stalled
by the expulsions.

The sources said one of the
points, assembled last week by
US Secretary ol State Warren
Christopher in Israel, was the
accelerated return of the de-

porices “in compliance with”
799

They also include a
“binding commitment” from

Isracl not to carryout more
deportations, a US... statement
that deportations are {llegal
and a US commitment Lhat

the Jewish state will fully im-
plement 799,

Rantisi said the deportees
were opposed to implementa-
tion of 799 being linked Lo thc
other points in the US sugges-
tions.

" Christopher’'s “proposdls
‘edntradict resolution 799

i::'u' Br our imhediate and

return.” Rantisi said. The
exile men demand they all go
back together and reject a
phased return.

"We are surprised at the
US stand... Christopher talks of

heading towards resolving the

deportecs’ case despite the

fact that resolution 799 cxists

Eul implementing it has been
clayed,” he added,

_ Christopher said on Sunday
he theught Arabs would agree
1 resume ¢ talks with
Isracl in April and there would
soan be develo nts to easc
the obstacle caused by the ex-
pulsions. :

Human rights

bociies warn of

medical catastrophe in Kashmir

WASHINGTON, Mar 2;
Violence and terrorism
threaten India's embattlod

Kashmir region with a calas
trophic breakdown of medical
carc: (two US human rights or
giiisations are warning, re-
poris AP,

A "campaign of terror
against civillans including
ma mibers of the medical com:
miunily” by Indian rrunent
sceurily forces is mainly to
blame, they said, but militant

Muslim separatists and insur-

gents, some backed by
Fakistan, arc also at [aull
Physicians for Human

Rights, based in Boston, and
Asia Waich, of New York and
Washington, urged the India
government to grant immedi
ale access (o the Iniernational
Committee of the Red Cross
for medical and humanftarian
rellel needed to stave ofl a
civilian medical and health

vrisis

Their 60-page joint report
rek ased on Sunday i1s based on
a lact-linding mission lo
Kashmir last October. It con
tained interviews with physi-
cians and other health workers
describing terror, widespread
toriure and shootings by sol
dicrs In anti-insurgency swo
£

Indian security forces in
volved In counler-insurge ncy
opcralions in Kashmir have
committed humaf righits
abuses with impunity and have
routinely violated international
humanitarian laws which re
quire thal medical workers, as
well as the wounded and sick,
be protected”, it said

Securily teams wore ac
t used of blocking ambulanccs
rying lo carry wounded peo
ple 10 dmergency Ltreatment
Jdil cjeeting wounded [rom
hospitals, sometimes ripping
ol thair bandages or discon

necting them from lile-sustain-
ing treatment.

Such (reaiment violates
medical ethics and neutrality
and international codes ac-
knowledged by India, includ-
ing Geneva convention provi-
sions cnutling the sick and
wounded to humane treatment
without regard to their status
ira conflict, the report said.

By atlempting to cxcuse
st b gross violations as login
niate means of law cnlore
et the governmoenl has
signalled that these abuscs are
condoned.” 1t asscried.

Indian government com
micnt and rebutial were ineor
porated into the report, n
¢ luding a charge that Muslim
lerrorists in “a blatan! misuse
of religien” have forced an ex
odus of nearly 250 000 inno
cent pecple from Kashmir the
past three years fn a casc o
ethic cleansing al ils worsi

SYDNEY, Mar 2: An
Australian current affairs pro-
gramme yesterday ran ex-
cerpts from the so-called
‘squidgy”’ tape, a conversation
allcgedly between Britain's
Princess Diana and [riend
James Gilbey, in which the
woman says she fears becom-
ing pregnant, reports Reuter,

"1 don't want to get preg-
nant, says the woman, who is
7ot identified on the tape.

"Darling, that's not going to

happen, allright? replies the
miin, also uniden

"Yeah,” says the woman.

"Don't think like that. It's
nol going to happen, darling.
You won't get pregnant,” he
sk 5.

"l watched (British Soap
Opera) ‘castenders’ today. One
ol the main characters had a
baby. They thought it was by
her husband. It was by another
ian,” says the woman.

‘Squidgy, kiss me. Oh god.
it's so wonderful isn’'t it, this
sorl of feeling. Don't you like

Oh god ! it's so
wonderful,
isn't it?

it? he says. R
| love it. 1 love {t°, the
WOITIAN Says.

The squidgy tape got fts
media tag from a nl:fnl.mn:
uscd to address the woman in
the conversation when part of

the tape was published in

Britain last year. Subsequently
Princess Diana and heir 1o the

throne Prince Charles sepa-
rated.

Bucki Palace said it ],
had no comment. "We said
nothing at the time of the orig-
inal tape and we have nothing
lo say now,” said a palace
spokesman. i

The material aired yester-

‘day was part of the Australian

Broadcasting Corporation’s
"Four Corners”™ programmec
cntitled "a right royal affair.”
The programme looked at
the political and social reasons

why the tape was first
uncovercd why it was not
published in full.

Reporter Deborah Richards
said in the gramme that
the "Eastenders” comments,
which had already been mon-
tioncd publicly, had not been
put into context. '

“The true import was con-
cealed. In context Lhe
‘vaslenders’ reference sits in

Ve decp waters indced,”
!uLd- said.

Brazil's Finance
Minister resigns

BBRASILIA, DBrazil, Mar 2:
President Itamar Franco
Monday named his third fi-
nance minister in five months
in office, after Paulo Haddad
resigned due to disagreements
with Hrazil's leader over anti-
inflationary strategies, reports
AD.

Haddad, who had been ap-
pointed on December 17, said
he quit because of “profound
discrepancies” with Franco.

‘I prefer to be faithiul to
ethics, not to power,” he said.

Franco immediately re-
placed Haddad with Eliseu
Rezende, the president ol the
state clectric company Ele-
trobras.

11 die 1n
Venezuelan
prison riot

CARACAS, Venezuela, Mar

2: Inmales at a crowded jail in
northern Venezuela attatked
dozens of convicts sent from
another prison on Monday.
Authorities said at least 11 in-
mates were stabbed to death,
rcporis AP,

Police and National Guard
units arrived at Tocoron Jail to
qucll the riot, which started
Monday morning. The jail is on
the outskirts of Maracay, about
50 kilometers [30 miles) west
of Caracas, the capital.

The violence began as
dozens of prisoners arrived
[rom Catia jail in Caracas,
which is scheduled to close by
year's end. Other prisoners
| have refused to accept the in-
mates until their facilities are
expanded and renovated.

: Tocoron jail, which was
" buiit for 2,500 inmates, houscs
more than 6,000, said
Maracay police Sgt Rubio
Quintero.

The protest Monday was
the worst vielence at a
Venezuclan jail since a riot at
Calia on November 27. the
l same day as an attemptced mili-

tary coup. .

IRA attacks on
security force
base: 4 hurt

BELFAST, Mar 2: Four civil-
jans were injured late Monday
in a double mortar bomb attack
by the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) on a sccurity force base
al Bessbrook, close to the Irish
border in south Armagh, local
police said, rcports AFP.

Communications to the vil-
lage were cut off with tele-
phone lines and radio masts
hrought down. Local people
suid the explosions, moments
apart, were heard several
miles away.

The Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary (RUC) said Lhe
mortar bombs were fired from
two vehicles left at the rear of
the Bessbrook base, and ex-
ploded inside the base but did
not cause serfous damage.

Police said between 50 and
60 houses were damaged in
the attack and a community
cenire had been opened to
provide eme ACCOMMO -
dation for families as tempema-
turcs plunged below zero.

Even

(f North Korea
(International Atomic Encrily Agency] access al
\wi, suspected nuclear-rclated sites, he said

permits  [AEA

International said Tuesday that
torture of prisoners by
Algerian Security forces, which
virtually ceased after 1989, has
become widespread again fol-
lowing declaration of a state of
emPrgency last year, reporis
AP.

The tion has re-

ﬂ:ﬁdimnﬂfmtmlan

torture and o victims.
their [amilies and doctors,
the independent, London-
based human rights group said
in a report.

It said Algcrian security
forres have killed about 300
people in the last 12 months

vaced weapons, including nuclear, chemical
and biological weapons and the "missiies 1o
deliver them,” Reports USIS.

The proliferation of ns of mass de-
siruction has “serious and lar-reaching impli-
cations for global and regional security and sta
bility,” Woolsey lold Senate members of the
governmental affairs committee February 24

As international awareness grows, he noted,
weapons sceking countries "are becoming
swore clever in devising networks of front

| companics and suppliers to frustrate export

rontrols and buy what would otherwise be
prohibited to them.”

Woolsey singled out North Korea as posing
the gravest concern — both for its develop-
ment of weapons of mass destruction and as a
“ key suppliers of weapons to lran and Syria.

the possibflity exists that it could still devilop
1 wmall nuclear weapons capability clscwhore
landestinely

China Is another major “proliferation con
Cern as an alternative supplier when wesl
crn cxport controls make technolog) and
weapons more difficult 1o acquire,” he ex
plained

Askcd about a February 24 Washington |'ost
repurt that China may have revived and ox
p.nded its offenstve germ weapons proghamine
it responded that the intelligence community
has felt for some years that “this capability may
cxist in China®

Regarding Chinas relationship with
Pakistan, Woolsey noted that Hefjing has con
sistently regarded a nuclear-armed Pakistan as

| A growing number of nations tend to bu

The director alse pointed

irvlia and Pakistan, which have the capability
i+ assemble components of a small number ol

nuclear weapons “in a short
may pese “the most probable
ture yse of weapons of mass
cluding nuclear weapons.”

Woolsey said the Middle East is an arca ol

special pﬁ"blifr ratfon concern

gence comminity as well, since almost hall its

nations have, or arc bolieved |
woapons of mass dexiraction

ran dosplle its signaturne on the N1 — s

ath copting te coguitre maclcar
is o isistent’ with prmw‘l'ul

viwrgy, be satd 11 will take Trag

w produce (v own nuclear weapons, Wonhsey

out that both

period of time,
prospect for fu-
destruction, In

. — &
y advanced arm

a cructal ally and a counter might to India. . programmes were damaged during the Gull

War, has struggled to maintain clements ol its
key programmes, “hoping (o oul-wail U nited

It was not as lusty
as it sounds

WASHINGTON : There he was, President Clinton, back on
trendy MTV — promoting community service, taking pizza
and the Beatles, reflecting on the dangers of being president,
reports AP. |

And perhaps wooing some young voters along the way.

In a chatty 10-minute
interview shown Monday
nicht on the cable TV music
channel, Clinton related how
a White Hoyse steward
recently walke into his
bedroom and caught the First
Couple in bed.

But, the president added f &
quickly, "It wasn'tas lustyas f. %

He said the steward
“honestly” thought the
Clintons were already out of
bed. The steward was asked
lo use a different door next
time, Clinton said.

lle also admitted that he
occasionally will “sneak
around and cal” some pizza, |
even though the Secret |
Sc¢rvice doesn't like him to
cat order-out food - because of |
salety concerns.

Asked by interviewer Tabitha Sorenson f he cver consid-
cred hosting a Beatles reunion at the White llouse, Clinton, a
fan of the former British rock group, smiled and said he
hadn’'t thought about it, but, "It's not a bad idea.

Clinton, 46, also noted that Rolling St lead singer
Mick Jagger, who turns 50 on July 26, is “taking good care of

© himsell.”

In a more -somber moment, Clinton conceded that he oc-
ctisionally considers the threats he faces as president.

v . _» ' '
Gays to join St Patrick's Day parade

BOSTON: A state appeals court judge upheld a ruling
Monday allowing a gay and lesbian Irish group to march in Lhe
annual St Patrick’'s Day Parade through South Boston, reports
AP.

In an decision, Masschusetts Court of Appeals
Judge Frederick L. Brown lkened attempts to exclude the
gays to bigotry, which he called "an obscenity.”

"As a human being, not as a judge, | pl‘;{ct}utumﬁqhnt:
and fear as well as discrimination ... will, the dinosaur, be
only a distant memory,” Brown wrote.

The Irish American Gay. Lesbian and Bisexual Pride Group
of Boston is sceking to march fur the second consecutive year
over the objections of the sponsor, the South Boston Allied
War Veterans Council.

Suffolk Superior Court Judge Hiller Zobel ruled last year
— and again in Fcbruary — that the gay group could march in
the 92-year-old parade becausc it was a public event,

St. Patrick’'s Day is March 17 but Boston's parade {s March

He is back on the stump

WASHINGTON: Far from fading into the sunset with his
19 million presidential votes, Ross Perot is back on Lhe
stump, ‘carving himsell a role in reducing the US  deficit and
reforming the government, reports AP

Alrcady this year, the
1992 indcpendent cantfidate fr
has barmnstormed through  E
Florida, Mainc and Texas to ¥
promotc his watchdog group. |
United We Stand America.

And Tucsday, Perot was
to give an carful to the Joint
Committee on the
Organization of Congress, a
louse-Scnate panel t will
reccommend ways to stream-
linc the legislative branch.

Ncext week, Perol says
he'll travel to Colorado, New
Mexico and California.

And on March 21, Perol
will conduct United Wce
Stand America’s first tele
vised town meeting to dis-
cuss government reform
Perot said the group is com-
poscd of “idealistic. scifless
palriots,” who will become |
powerful enough to make demands ol government ollicials.

Pcrot already has praised President Clinton's February 17
ceonomic speech to Congress, but contends Amcricans siill
don't have accurate numbers.” on the administrations
dcficil culling programme,

I 4.

Mitterrand
starts polls
campaign

PARIS. Mar 2: The cam-

Nations weapons inspectors and rebuild its
wiipons indrastructure,

As for Libya, he said, it is working on a sov
ond chemical weapons production facility

even as it publicly proclaims it good intcn-

tlons
for the intelli

o be developing,

technology  that rial
uses ol nuclear

1 about a decade

The CIA direclor alse noted that the eol
lapsc of the former Soviet Union “has raiscd
new opportunities for determined nations to
@nin wcvess lo sensitive technology and mate-

"We are facing a sophisticated Hydra ol sup-
pliers, he said, because for every intercepted
shipment” new suppliers seem to a

ppear, will-

i

paign for March 21 French
legislative clections oflicially
opencd Monday with President
Francois Mitterrand refuting
clatms that the days of his llag-
ging Socialist Party are num-
bered, reports AP

An alltance of conservatives
is expected to sweep the two-
round veting for a new
National Assembly which ehds
March 28.

A record number of candi-
dates — 5,319 — are contest-
ing tha 677 seals

consistenil have

suggesicd  unless "It reccives critical loretgn ing to manufacture, broker, sell, and ll‘llmm Polls
i twtance e s ti‘."-"'ll"rpl'lﬁ'“.l Pmlr“l“"“.' ﬂ‘lﬂtt‘rlllﬂ [ -ﬂll_ﬁ" “'lﬂ ﬂjl' rh“"l.. Nk “Htlt’! I HhUH il I.h'f ”i.l"‘-l rlrl‘,
irae;. whose weapons of mass desiruction dangerous or unsavery’. awround the 20 per eent mark.



