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Health for Whom?

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's observation, she
made at a function in observance of the "Diabetic
Awareness Day” on Sunday, that the health policy
should be devoted to reaching medical facilities
to the common people of the country deserves
careful considerations. This is not because there
is anything new in it, rather because of the inher-
ent simple truth marred or undermined by repe-
tition. Add to this the absurd pretension the in-
ternational bodies and the governments have
been heir to by declaring the year 2000 as the
target period for achieving health for all. It seems
the governments of the Third World feel inflated
by joining in such choruses sponsored by the in-
{ernational bodies and rich nations. Never do they
take stock of thetr obtaining realities. The prime
minister's was mercifully not all rhetorics:
at least she cared to inform her audience that her
government has actually been serious enough to
reshape the health policy and the process is very
much underway.

-Sounds quite encouraging. The autocralic
regime made medical service costly and thus un-
reachable for the poor. Any government pledged
to bring about t on the existing lacil-
ities will surely be most welcomed by the com-
mon peopie who have genuine reasons to be disil-
lusioned by this time. But then the government
committed to reform the health care system in
the country will find before it an uphill task.
Nobody denies the fact that the infrastructure in
the health sector can be considered reasonably
expanded if not adequate. But it is equally true
that health services reach the people only
in trickles. With per capita government expen-
diture on health and family planning amounting
to as paltry as Tk 53 and the lion's share going
to family planning and the big urban hospitals,
the task of improving the health care delivery
system — particularly to the poor — proves
all the more daunting. The other figure of doctor-
patient ratio of 1:6169 looks simply [righ-
tening.

Yet not everything is lost for us. If the govern-
ment is serious, it can surely bring about the ex-
pected change. in tlic systeni. But first of all the
loose ends have to be brought together. What re-
ally went wrong so that the deliverv system ~ould
not click is to be the important question. About
one thing there is no “oubt that we live with
paradoxes and many o. uur woes in the health
sector, as in other areas, owe- to them. A huge
army of our physicians with MBBS degree are
looking for employment and those already em-
ployed, almost without exception, hardly do jus-
tice to their profession and the very initiation
into it starts with a mighty hypocrisy at the yme
of the oath in the name of the great Greek
physician Hippocrates. Otherwise it is difficult
to explain the mess crealed at the thana medical
complexes. When doctors absent themselves
from the places’ of their "posting for years
together and do thriving clinic business in one
of the metropolitan cities drawing their salaries
all the same, it is useless asking the system
te run properly. Irregularities of all descrip-
tions are there to undermine or ditch the
sysiem.

It is against such insurmountable odds that any
future health policy must be pitted. In a country
where the majority of the population live below
the poverty line, the health care system cannot
be forbiddingly expensive, nor is there any reason
that it should be as welfare-oriented as it is or
were in some countries. The policy ought to be
calegorical in helping the poorest of the poor
with free medicare. At.the same time, it will be
reasonably costly for the affluent class of society.
Such a mixture of the free market economy
-and welfare service seems to hold the key for
the success of the health care system here.
Bui the men who are charged with the
responsibility of successful implementation of
the policy at the grassroots level should take a
careful look at our national priorities. A
profession such as physicians' can reap the bene-
fits expected of it if they discipline themselves
without so much caring for the govern ment
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- For a Caring Society

‘We felt sad, even a little angry, reading a letter
tltnur correspondence column on Sunday ‘about a
~disabled visitor to the "Ekushey” book fair being
subjected to taunis and insults by a few thought-
~ less uncaring individuals. We would like to think
that those who used uncharitable terms against
the particular visitor were few. Here, the number

is of little consequence. No disabled person
should face any humiliating situation.

The writer of the letter, Md Shahidul Haque,
has rightly called for a change in the attitude of
our people towards the unfortunate minority who
suffer from one form of physical handicap or an-
other. He has also made a case about public

“buildings, like the Bangla Academy, being made"

accessible Lo users of wheel chairs. Indeed, a lot
can be done to make life easier than they are to-
day for our handicapped people.

It all boils down to our overall attitude towards
disabled individuals. Our cultural heritage
and even our religions teach us to be a caring
society which, in the past, practised philanthropy
and chanty It is said that with the increasing
brutalisation of our sensitivities, we have
lost much and given up many of our traditional
values, standards and concerns. Yet, we like
1o think, the losses we mourn are far from
permanent. Mr Haque whose sad letter was
published in this paper on Sunday should
not throw up his hands in despair. Like our
own heritage. our caring soclety may well be
reborn one day, hopefully sooner than we expect,

much to the delight and surprise of all con-
cerned.
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NDIA'S biggest post-
I pendence scandal of
securities scam has cros-
stdd the figure of Ra 5 800
crore, nearly 80 Umes more
than the Bolors gun kickbacks,
which cost the Congress (1)
power in 19886,
Burcau of lnvestigation (CHI)
had initially estimated the
scam at Rs 3.500 crore; it has
raised the amound by Rs 2,000
crore alter subsequent disclo
sures. [ncome-lax authorities,
also Lrying lo trace where the
moncy is parked, still believe
that thetr original calculation
of Rs 8,000 crore would come
Lrue.

Both of them. however,
agree on the way adopled to
transact dubious deals. They
believe — one committee has
endorsed their findings — that
the ball was set rolling by the
public sector undertakings,
which passed on deposits run:
ning into thousands of crores
ol rupees to certain banks
They, in turn, made the money
available to the selected bro-
kers, who channelised it o the
slock market.

The [inance ministry, which
came to know what was hap
ping quite early, preferred to
kcep quiet. Stung by the criti-
cisim ol economic reforms. it
considered the boom in shares
a public rebull to those who
were picking holes in the pol-
icy. No remedial action was
taken. Even S Venkitaraman,
then the Reserve Bank gover
nor, who was not above suspi
cion, was retained lest his re:
moval should in any way crealc
doubts in the minds of aid-
gning countries or the in
vestors from abroad. "We did
nol want to take any furvther
bealing,” says a top [nance
ministry olficial, Indced,
India's stock had sagged at
that time due to the disclo-
surcs of dishonest deals.

The Central

Who to Blame : Ministers or Officials?

No lme can be foolproaf, nor can rules cover every eventuality. All those engaged in high business or placed at
top positions have to realise that certain things are not done. This is not mm-ﬁuﬁﬂyhdafm
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131 1t was not only the fi-
nance nunisiry which was at
rophied. The entire govern:
nient, more so the ruling
Copgress party, did not krow
which part of disclosures 1l
should own and which part #t
should reject. Practically all
cronomic ministries weoere in-
volved in one way or the other.
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
preferred to await the report
of the Joint Parllamentary
Commiliee (IPC), appointed to
prote the scandal

Ram Niwas Mirdha, a
Congress (] member, who
heads the JPC, says that the
scam is much more than a
mere crime Strange nooat
tion was taken even when tha
complicity ol a union rabinet
minister was apparent, he con
tinucs to be a minister
Similarly. one minisier was et
off by mere resignation,
although there was little doubt
that he had purchased certain
shares al par, Rs 10 cach,
when the market price was 156
times more. A few burcaucrats
have resigned but only alter
the disclosures at the JPC sit-
lings. Others, who had no con-
vincing defence for not acting
when they should have or for
acting In a particular manner,
conlinue to occupy key post
tions.

It is the same nonchalamt
attitude when it comes to the
bureaucrats who have (heir
near relations in foreign banks,
which account for two per
cent business in the country
and which handled 50 per
cent of transactions in the

scam. There is no proposal to
even ‘question the officers
concerned, much less 1o put
them on the mat. Even the
half hearted mecasures, dis
cussed to dilute the praclice,
have been abandoned.

‘We are a sofl slate,” says a
JPC meruber. He was referring
o Gunnar Myrdal's observation
in his Asian Drama, that west-
ern theories, models and con-
cepts have distoried the study
of ¢conomic development fn
India by scparaling cconomic

benefit. There Is practically no
realisation of what i wrong
Therefore. those in the gov
ernment or outside never hesi-
tate to plunder when they scc
the opportunity.

Many years ago, It was
proved — Mundra was than the
businessman — that anyorw
who was conscious of loop
holes can reap a harvest. Many
amendments were made to the
insurance and other relevant
laws 10 stop unscrupulous from
taking an advantage ol defi

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

theortes from the radically
different environmcnt in atti
tudes, cultures sad institutions.

| do not think the state-
ment made in the context of
shuggish economic growth can
be stretched to cover corrup-
tion or fraud. In any case. th
arc not part of our culture
Institutions have got devalucd,
thanks to the type of Indira
Gandhi's governance and they
are, indecd, too politicised to
check the scandal of the scam
Ly pe.

But the real malady is the
lack of sensitivity. For many a
public functionary, minister or
government servant, the divid-
ing ltne between right and
wrong, moral and immoral, has
ceased 1o exist. There s no

compunction in breaking laws
or bend:pg rules for personal

glencics Alter nearly 30 years.
Harshad Mchta a dell stock
broker, romes Lo the scenc
and exploifs the sysiem

No law can be fool {. nor
can rules cover cvery evenlual
ity. All those engaged in high
business or pkwed at lop posi
tions have 1o realise that cer-
tatn things are not done. This
s notl the gquestion of morality
but of norma that the pecople of
an organiscd socicly have 1o
follow for their common good
This is part of the value system
whith we In the cast ¢ laim (o
€8 POuse

On grounds lessor than the
ones involved in scandals like
the scam, ministers and offi-
clals abroad have quit. Seandals
are no scarce (0 the west but
once the nwodle of \u:pkkm ’Il
directod against o p

public gaz. hoe resigns. Owur
much-vaunted ortental moral-
ity stops at blaming kismar
(fate] or god. The bigger the
racketcer the more regular he
15 on saying praycrs or visiting
religious placgs. Sole motiva
tion ol our actions is personal
benefit. That is the reason why
the ethical considerations in-
herent in publie behaviour
were beyond the mental grasp
of the burcaucrats when they
played havoe with public
moiky in the scam.

Somee JIC menmibers suspect
Lhat at least one top industrial-
ist, whosc hands are dripping
with guilt, substantially [i-
nanced the destruction at
Ayodhya to divert attention
from the scandal The Bhartiya
Janata Party [(BJI”) is said to
have become disinterested in
the scam. [t is sad because the
party was. (il recently. voeil-
erous in punishing the guilty.

One fallout of the probe is
the exposure of CHI's function-
ing. It has been seen agatn and
again that the erganisation
wilts under pressure. This was
true during the emergency
(1975-77). S0 much so that
the Shah Commission, looking
into the excesses, propos~d a
regular serutiny of such organ-
isations. Things obviously did
not improve because the CBI
was once again marginalised
during the Bofors gun kick
backs probe. The story has
been repeating iisell since the
beginning of seam. Several of-
ficlals have been changed un-

der one prewext or another,

premature retirement on per-
sonal grounds. His statement
before the JPC shows that he
was ignored on two points and
henec he gquitted. One, he
wanied the CBl to approach
George Fernandes, a JPC
member, for evidence he had
claimed to possess on the in-
vohvement of certain mindsters.
Madhavan repeated the same
thing when he and his direc-
lor, 3 K Dutta, met Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh.
(Sirange, even Manmohan
Singh did not pursuc the mat-

ter)

The secend point that
Madhavan made was that the
loreign account of Harshad
Mchta. the key broker in the
scam, be frozen. This was not
done. A few days ago, the CBI
said that certain accounts were
first frozen and then unfresen.
But the awutherities in
Switzerland have said that no
bank account linked (o
Harshad Mechia was cver
frozen. The CBl was under-
standably handicapped In the
Hofors gun scandal because the
lale Rajiv Gandhi and subse-
quently his men were exert
pressure. Dut why in the scam?

The obwvious explanat is
thal too many influential
pl¢ at the ministerial, official
and other levels are involved.
lHow much moncy t have
inade and how muth of it has
gone o the coffers of certain
political parties may never be
asceriained. Al jeast some
people should be held respon-
sible, if they are not sensitive
enough to leave on their own.
For some rcasons, the word
‘aceountability’ docs not exist

in the dictionary of public ser-
vanis or ministers.

- Boat People Go Home—1n Hpe and Despair

Frances Kelly writes from Hong Kong

In the wake of French President Francois Mitterrand’s visit to Vietnam —the first by a
Western leader since the war there ended in 1975 — comes news that more and more
refugees are volunteering to return home. After the war hundreds of thousands went

OR Dang Hong Phong

and his family, the
dream is over,

In 1989, the 30-year-old
clectrician and his wife fled
Vietnam in a dirty, over-
crowded fishing boat and set
saiy fr Hong Kong, dreaming
of one day finding freedom and

a better life in the United
= ites or Canada.
lnstead, they endured

three-and-a-half years of vio-
lence, torment and despair in
Whitchead dctention centre,
the most notorious and volatile
of llong Kong camps for
Viclnamese boat people. Like
thousands of others, the Dang

[amily has finally decided that .

they have had enough.
"We came for a betier life

| here, but none of our dreams

came Lrue,” said the sofi-spo-
ken Dang, cluiching his three-
year-old son in his arms. .
Dange his- wife, Ho Thu
Thoa, 28, and their son, born
in détention and named Ilong
Kong after his birthplace, have
given up hope of resettlernent
in the West and have volun-
leered to go home to face an
uncertain future in Vietham.
Last year, almost 13,000
Victnamese boat people like
Dang volunteered to n:turn tn
Vietnam after accep
grim reality that they Htﬂc
chance ol being given refugee
status and finding freedom
overscas. :
Vietnam seems finally to
have got the and the
initial mass exodus has been
reduced to a trickle. Last year,
only 12 boat people arrived in
Hong Kong against 20,296 the
year before. For Hong Kong,
which has seen 206,293 des-
perate Vietnamese boat pecople
come ashore since the

abroad in search
they

of a better life. More than 200,000 sought asylum in Hong Kong. There
were denied refugee status and had to live in appalling conditions. Now, as Vietnam

opens up to the West, the so-called boat people are returning to their homes.

Victnam war ¢nded in 1975, it
signals the end of an era.

As more and more
Vietnamese return, Hong Kong
officials believe the crisis may

Homeless In

eventually be resolved.

Refugee co-ordinator lirian
Bresnihan said: "If the present
rate of voluntary returns is
maintained, we hope to sce

some camp closures before the
end of the year, We hope to
close all the camps in three
years' time".

Those who do not volun-
teer to go home will eventually
be forced back to Vietnam un-
der the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees’
(UNHCR) orderly
programme, which has so [ar
seen the return of almeost 350
boat people.

Meantime, life for the
42,000 men, women and chil-
dren who remain in Hong
Kong camps is bleak. ''cused
in cage-like compound s, inside
barracks surrounded by moun-
tains of barbed wire, they are
often terrorised by Vietnamese
gangs who rape, beat and rob
their victims and even demand
monecy before allowing moth-
ers to take their sick children
to Red Cross clinies.

The tension can sometimes
be deadly. Rioting in Sek Kong
detention centre last year left
23 people dead and more than
100 injured on the cve of Tet,
the Vietnamese celebration of
the lunar New Year.

In that incident, a dispute
over {llegal alcohol tumed into
a riot that saw south
Vietnamese pushing burning
blankets through the windows
of a tin hut packed with 200
screaming northerners. It took

address.

Thank you, The Daily
Star

Sir, Perhaps there could
not be a greater gift to your es-
teemed readers than the
'‘Round Table' discourses on
the occasion of The Daily Star's
seccond anniversary (DS
28.2.93). | share your opti-
mism about the future of our
country as well as The Daily
Star, for that matter non-parti-
san journalism, despite painful
laek of ‘consensus’ and unfor-
lunafe polarisation on narrow,
political and personal consid-
eralions.

The admirers of your
esteemed daily who can read
‘between Hnes' will certainly
agree that The Dailly Star has
been playing the role of a true
‘Fourth Estate’. [t is, however,
misunderstood by cerlain
quarlers for obvious reasons.

For instance, when S M Al
gave sincere advice to the
leader of the Opposition to
show more political wisdom,
the General Secretary of her
parly rushed with a 'rejoinder’
which was tactfully punished
by publishing an 'unedited’
version of it. Likewise, the pa-
per is also perhaps disliked by

the ruling party for the daily's

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, s:gnuture and

repatriation .

rescuers days to recover the
charred remains of the dead.

Some boat people, like the
Dang family made their deci-
sion to return to Vietnam, in
part, to escape the violence of
the camps.

"We worried about our
safety in Whitchead,” Dang sakl
through an interpreter. "There
were may fights therc. We
feared there would be more so
we decided to leave.”

After wathcing for three
years hopes fade of finding a
new home for his family, Dang
and his wife reluctantly de-
cided staying behind was no
longer worth the risk. The
Dangs were interviewed while
waitihg for their flight home to
Hanoi with about 140 other
voluntcers housed at Lo Wu
detention centre near Hong
Kong's border with China.

Hong Kong Police

- Commandant Charles Mitchell

acknowledged that the atmo-
sphere is much calmer in a

camp like Lo Wu where all the .

inmates have decided to re-
turn to Vietnam. Other deten-
tion centres are often more
volatile.

"When a population that has
been living in hope suddenly
has that hope dashed, what

happens then?” Mitchell
asked. '

. Since the late 1980s, most

- m—
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occasional bitter doses.
I3y now it is amply clear that

- *The Daily Star” is a newspaper

with a dilfcrence and the per-
=ons who manned it are nol to
be daunted by official red-cyes.

The Round Table' discourses
spotlighted on some burning
issues faced by the print me-
dia. The points raised by some
of the top prolessionals may
help the concerned quarters
lo sort out some of the vexing
problems. One thing has been
clear from the discourses that
despite machinations of the
‘vested quarters’, who are al-
ways ready to wedge a nail into
the collin of ‘consensus’, a bold
journalist can always find ways
and mcans to ventilate the
fecelings of the people. Mahfuz
Anam has pointed to “"the new
and rising public mood” which
should apply not only to the
professionals but also to the
concerned officlal quarters.

Incidentally, the presence of
Kuldip Nayar, whom | am in-
clined to describe as one of
the boldest 'patriarch’ of the
Fourth Estate in the sub-conti-
nent, has enormously aug-
mented the prestige of the
'Round Table'. It would be
sheer bad luck, if, like the
past, this time also the con-
cerned quariers miss the true

spirit of the Round Table's
[eed -back, and, in their usual
ulMicial rashness, ignore the
remedial measures sugpgested,
no doubt al greater fulure cost!

Abdul Kader
Murana Paltan, Dhaka

Card telephone

Sir, The Education Board
office is onc of the most im:
portant oifices localed in
Dhaka. Many people use to
come here for their own pur-
poscs. But it is very shocking
that till now the office does
not have any coin box or card

telephone. Besides, many
pecople !ive near the Board
Office. [ the Telephone

Department fixed a card lele-
phone at the Board Office
premises, then many would be
benefited.

Amir
Board ﬂ_mce Dhaka

Radio, TV
Sir, Radio and television arc
the two important media for
the natfon. But are they per-
f[orming the ‘job’ or providing

us with what they are sup-
pascd to?

Ershad occupied (fifteen
minutes for himself and ten
minutles for his ministers in

the news. And now, when the

couniry is enjoying a full
democracy, the BTV still
seems the same o us.

It was one of a demand of
BNP to the Ersliad government

to make Television and Radio
autonomous. Now the BNP is in
power and thcy are using the
BTV as it was used before ex-
cept providing two or Lhree
minutes for the opposition. 1t
is not necessary for the minis-
ters to make the nation aware
of what they arc doing. If they
arc really doing something
good, people will praise them
and they can win their hearts.
A 7 Saigal

Lalbagh, Dhaka

Lest we forget

Sir, It is a bounden duty ol
all conscious citizens to
honour their important leaders
and make their activities
known to the new generation.
Very often we leave this thing
at the hands of histoerians who
ultimately put it up in their
writings. But there are persons
who did many good things but
are not well remembered by
the general public. Here in
Bangladesh, some organksa-
tions and relatives of some of
the important personalities
observe their birth and death

anntversarics.

But some important per-
sons who also had contribution
in the country's politics :re
not remempered at all either
at {family or organisational
level. | like to quote the
names of some of them | Mr
Abdul Wahab Khan was
Speaker of the then Pakistan
Constituent Assembly; Mr
Tamizuddin Khan was Speaker
of [ormer Pakistan. He [iled
case against the then
Governor-General Mr Gholam
Mohammad on constitutional
point. Mr Mohammad Al of

llogra was Prime Minisier of
former Pakistan. His address at
the United Nations was highly
applauded. Mr Abu Hossain
Sarker of Gaibandha was Chiel
Minister of former East
Pakistan. His contributions to-
wards the farmers were highly
appreciated. Mr Khairal
Hossain of Nilphamari who was
Agriculture Minister of former
East Pakistan was very much
dearer to the farmers. Shah
Abdul Hamid of Gaibandha was
the first Speaker of Bangladesh
parliament. There werc many

other personalitics who con-
irtbuted a lot in the field of
polities. But unfortunatcly
these people are not remem:-
bered by anybody.

We should discuss the life
and activities of these people
al least once a year so that our
nexl gencration get acquainted
with the same. There should
be an organisation which will
arrange discussion meeting on
the unsung heroes,

Mahbubul [ lague Chowdhury

Sonali Bank., Head Office,
Dhakea

Test scores

Sir, As a cricket lover |
would congratulate Alan
Horder on his glorfous attain-
mcnt. Total runwise he is cer-
tainly on top now. Suni]
Gavaskar trails behind. That is
what we see. But, 1 for one,
cannot ignore the mathemati-
cal jugglery that strips the lit-
tle master of his position. Let
us look at the picture this way :

Alan DBorder has crossed

boat ple leaving Vietnam
have n labelled economic
migrants and denied refugee
status by Hong Kong immigra-
tion officers in a screening
process monitored the
UNHCR. Those granted
refugees status are slowly be-
ing resettled in countries like
Canada, the United States and
Australia .
When woodecarver Dang
Thanh Hung, 30, fled the fish-
ing village of Ninh in
north Vietnam on a t with
66 other peaple in 1989, he
too dreamed of finding wealth
and freedom in the Westl
Those dreams have vanished.
Now Dang hopes he will be
taking his wifc and two young
SONs lmnt; "Vietnam is going
to change,” said Dang. "W¢ fqel
more confident
There is bitterness in
Dong Thanh Hung's voice as he
talks about the three-and-a-
half wasled years in detention
in Hong Kong and the school-
ing his ten-year-old and six-
year-old sons have missed.
"When we leflt Vietnam, we
had nothing and now when we
go back we'll still have noth-
ing,” he said, "We came
to get a chance to go some-

" where where we could better

oursclves and make money. But
we have no hope here for so
long and no signs of resecitle-
ment, we just decided to
leave.”

Dang's wile, Le Thikim Cuc,
30, added: "We know that if we
slay we will be forced back. So
it's better to go now.”

— GEMINI NEWS

FRANCES KELLY
Canadian Jfreelance

is a
re-

porter [ pholegrapher bﬂﬂd in
Hong Kong.
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Sunil Gavaskar's record of
10122 runs which he built

over the years playing 1256

tests. Border's 10161 runs
come of 139 Tests which
mcans Sunil played 14 tests
less. Now, if we intend to
make a comparison between
the two, the number of Tests
should be b t at par, even
though hypothetically. Ilere
the number of Tests uld be
at 125. '
Taking his total runs of
10161 in 139 Tests Border av-
Erafed 73.10 runs which, il
multiplied with 125 Tests his
total runs would have been
9137.58. In that event he
would have been at least
984.42 runs behind Gavaskar,

Likewise, if Gavaskar could
play 139 Tests like Alan
Border and taking the average
runs ol His 125 Tests, i.e.
80.97 runs, he would have
scored 11255.66 runs when
too, he would have led Alan
Border by 1084.66 runs. And
in fact a batsman of Gavaskar's
excellence would have needed
an Innings only to beat
Border's &un‘: of 10161. A

ry 39 runs would not have

n a very big stake for the
little master.

Instead of comparing the
two with so many variables it
would be better to keep one's
ﬁnry and achfevements tied to

s own time, Alan Border has
rhaps something like this in
El‘ mind. That's how he is not
at all jubflant over his
achievement. Both are indeed

great but not at all comparable.

Kazi Alauddin Ahmed
Sharntinagar, Dhakca



