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"A Reservoir of Confidences"

by Fayza Hagq

When asked as to why Dr. Marc Carboricau
provoked his listeners at tie round-table discus
sion on "Social Satisfaction among South Asiun
Muslims.” held recently al the Alliance
Francaise, he replied, "My talk was based on the
findings of the caste system still prevalent
among Muslims who live in Nepal wWhat | have
said, was reported to me by the people them-
selves, like the 'fakirs’, barbers, and butchers,
who considered themseclves as inferior to the
rest of the pﬂg.ulatmn in Nepal, where | carried
on my rcsearch.”

Dr. Carborieau continucd in his defence of his
ruffling of the sensi- -
bilities of the experts
in a country which is
a predominantly
Muslim one, " 1 have |
recorded marriage-
that were there be o O
tween different socio e
cconomic stratas, bul | g
they remained 29 pcr |
cent only, Therc arc
no doubt, occasion-

hen people of dil
!renl social stand
ings have partakcn |
meals together. DBu!
segregations  havs
prevailed.” |

The Director ul
Resecarch at CNRS
who is rated as a spt
cialtst in the Sub
Continent, continucd,
"The scgregation thal
| found in Nepal was
not necessarily based
on religious beliels
There are no doubl.
differences in the ru
ral areas and the capi
tal Kathmandu. Stud
ying as Social Anthr-

sts, years back,
my empirical resear-
ch results, which I
gathered as a teacher
in Nepal, are accu-
rate.”

hH:nddtd."Iamm too aware :P::i'th:: r:‘r:':dlhl'l:l:
Islam, as prog:ndﬁl the H oranm, t
teachings of het Moham . 1is nst the
casle h:j;at:m‘ lt}r: me, !Ildknnw t hla Islam

reac uvality of mankind, as ps no
E‘lhl.'.f cunt“;'lt of the world dg. I admit
that the upper-class of individuals, both in the
capital rural areas of Nepal, do not tto
the fact that people such as barbers and
weavers, whom | emphasised in talk, do not
always object to giving their daughters in mar
riage to people in dilferent social stratas, if they
happcn te be cducaled and refined.”

% professor continued in his cxplanation
for stirring up a furore at the round-table con-
ference, mentioned earller, "1 knew that thc
topic of the discussion was a controversial one. 1
presented my research picce with a purpose : it
was a way lo begin a livelv discussion and make
the listeners and experts, present at the round-
table, to express their owr. views and bring forth
factuadl details to back their questions and oppos
ing views.”

He further cmphasised.” | knew that | would
antagonise my listeners, but | have enough ex-
perience of contact with South Asian Muslims,
as | have lived for six years at New Declhi,
Lucknow, llydrabad, Almora (North India),
Nepal and have visited Algeria twice. | have also
spent time in Turkey and tErp!."

Dr. Carborieau continued in the same vain.’
The questions flung at me were the usual ques-
tions, which a Muslim aucience comes up with. |
know that the experts of Islam, the world over.
are ready to discuss the topic. | belicve that the
Sodio-Anth sis nll_'lehctddimuuhn. did get

ints, which | gathered Irom experi-
::Tl?rm?nl find that thcppﬂ: ple do nh"'g"t to m
talks in public, although in privalc t conf
that the

uslim soctety is still a stritified onc.”
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Dr. Marc Carborieau

leetured on the some subject;” he
continucd . at the Oxford Institute ol Islmie
Studics. which s manned by South Asian
Muslims, They oo were aware ol social stratifi-
catfon among the Muslims, the world over.

| e

There was lor insiance, an individual there too

who strongly objected to my views in public.
However, when [ met him in private, he admit-
ted that | was correet, after all, and he quoted
an ancedote in which Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
founder of the Aligarh University ), once said
that he did not establish the Aligarh University
for the ‘julahs' (weavers]. he added.
: “As a teacher of
French in Nepal in
‘63, the prolessor in-
wisted, | had good re-
lationship with the
. inhabitants of the ru-
- ral areas of Nepal,
(where 1 taught for
. scven years) and they
told me about their
. own lilestyle thene
. selves. 1 did not bad-
ger them with any
. guestions. | was sim-
F}g a rescrvoir of con-
idences,” the proles-

| sor added.
"I wanted to do
| some 'village study’
which was in vo al

that time, and | hap-
pened to be in touch
with people of the
lower strata ol life
such as the Muslim
barbers, weavers and
bangle scllers, whom
-1 relerred to in my
lalk,” Dr. Carboricau
continued, olfcring
explanations about
how he had comec 1o
his conclusions in
*Social Stratification
among South Asian
Muslims.”

Giving his impres-
ston of esh

=

during his 12-days stay, the on Social
Anthro Iug of Islam in the Sub-Continent,
said, "As | do not speak Bangla, 1 could only

communicale with the local people except the
intellectuals of the Dhaka University. | have met
somc of the people who were at the seminar
that 1 presided over, who asked me rtinent
questions. To me, Bangladesh, looks familiar to
what | saw in North India, but as a professor of
Islamic studies, | feel that people arc rather ru-
luctant to speak about Islam, although they did
so at the discussion at Allance Francaisc. | do
nol preiend that in western societics the prob-
lems that 1 talked about are different.”

In his conclusion, Dr. Carboricau added, 'l
do not believe in the theory thal the reason for
conversion to Islam, in the Subcontinent, was
to gain a better social status.

The majority of the converts in_South Asia
came from the middle class strata of society and
nol from the ‘untouchables. Those who werc
attracted lo Islam were [x:o le who had eco-
nomic dealings with the usli;m rulers as farm-
ers or as well-lo-do artisans.

The professor found time to visit the Lalbagh
Fort, and to deliver five lectures which included
one at Chittagong and others at the Departments
of Sociology, Islamic History and Culture. and
the Astatic Society of Bangladesh.

The knowledgeable and vociferous partici-
pants at the round-table conference included Dr.
Parveen Hassan, Terese Blanche, a French Socio
Anthropologist, Dr. Md. lbrahim, Dr. A. K.
Arcieen, Dr. K. M. Mohsin, Dr. Mahboob Ahmed
and Sadek Khan They had numerous pertinent
questions for the visiting professor, and the dis-
cusston was a [ruftful one for anyone inclined
towards Socjal Anthropology.
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New policy on
foreign training
discussed

The ninth meeting of the
parliamentary standing com-
mittee on Establishment
Ministry was held yesterday al
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban, reports
13SS,

State Minister for Establis-
hment Md Nurul Huda
presided over the meeting
while the members of the
commiltee, Education Minis-
ter Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar, Mohiuddin Ahmed MP,
Dr TIM Fazile Rabbi MP and
Md Shamsudohha MP wecre
present.

The meeting discussed the
new policy on foreign training
of the ment servants.

In his introductory speech
the State Minister ho that
this time —befitting training
policy — will help implement
the government human re-
sources development pro-
gramme which can play a posi-
tive role in the economy of the
nation.

Nurul Huda said the perma-
nent selection committee of

the ministry, headed by the

secretary of that ministry, is
the final authority from now on
to sclect the candidate and can
pass on the nomination di-
rectly to the donor country or
agencics,

Additional Secretary of the
Establishment Ministry SM
Akram claborated the new pol-
cy.

Establishment Secretary
Md Hasinur Rahman and other
high officials of the ministry
and parliament secretarial
were also present.

New institute on
management

in Ctg soon

CHITTAGONG, Mar 2: A
new fnstitute under the name
and style —Chittagong Institute
of Management ([CIM) — will be
cstablished in Chittagong soon
to provide management train-
ing facilities 1o concerned per-
sonncl, reports BSS.

Disclosing this to newsmen

at a press conference at his
Batali Hill residence this
cvening, convener of the

Organising Committee of CIM,
Salahuddin Quasem Khan, said
that the Swiss Centre for
Appropriate Technology, AK
Khan Foundation and the
Government Commerce
College Ex-Students Associa-
tion were providing necessary
support for setting up the
instilule. -

|

a s pnin
show begins
from today

A weck-long painting exhi-
hitton of Marul Ahmed, who

lives in Germany, bcfiﬂl at La
Galerie, B4, Kemal Ataturk

| Avenue, Banani loday, says a

‘ l proess release.

s,

Prici-s of watermelon remain out of reach of common people despite huge suppiy 0

met kel
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A member of the German
Artists Association, Marul has
traveiled from Bonn, Germany
wilh his most recent works.
Iie held exhibitions in the gal-
leries of Budapest Vienna and
arcelona

The exhibition will be inau-
gurated by Agha Yusul, chair-
man of Erba and Associate
Compantes. Artist Prefl Aminul
Islam will speak on Maruls
works.

The show will remain open
11l March 9, dally from 9 am
e Mpan

Appointments

llangladesh Ambassador to
Fgypt M Nurunnabi Chowdhury
bias been appointed member of
ihe Planning Commission, re-
ports UNB.

An official handout yester
day said the government had

. also appointed Abdus Sali,

Officer on Spectal Duty (Sec-
rctary) at the Establishment
Minislry, Seccretary at the
Ministry of Environment and

St
BTV

Wedncesday
Opening announdument
Al- Quran

Programme summary
News in Bangla
documentary film on
the occasion of National
Day of Moroccu
Mahe Ramzan
Hamd and Naal
Open University
Unmesh
News in Bangla
Special programme In
memory of Abdus Salam
The Fall Guy

News in English
Parliament Round up

m.ﬂ The News

Closing
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| Change social attitudes

towards disabled : Mannan

Minister ‘for Labour and
Manpower Abdul Mannan Bhu-
yian yesterday called for chan-
ging social attitudes towards
the persons wilh disabilities
and ensure their due position
in socicty, reporis BSS.

He was addressing the in-
augural session of a three-day
workshop, arranged to formu-
late a national policy for the
disabled at the Academy [or
Planning and Development
here.

The National Forum of the
Organisations Working with
the Disabled (NFOWD) and the
Voluntary lealth Services
Society (VIISS) jointly organ-
ised the workshop with assis-
tance rom Christoffel Blinden
Mission [CB3M).

The Minister said a large
number of people every year
fell victims (o disabilities for
want of stmple health con-
sciousness, He urged all con-
cerncd to make concerted ef-
lorts for the prevention of dis-
abilities and build up social
awareness in this regard.

Mannan also stressed the
need for formulating a proper
policy for the overall wellare ol
the disabled, taking Into ¢on-
sideration the changing social
and family structure,

Scerelary of Social Wellare
Ministry Prof KM Fariduddin,
who attended the function as
the special guest, observed

B Weather

Dry weather likel

By Staff Correspondent

Met office Tuesday forecas

that the state, NGOs, lamilies
and people at large should play
coordinated roles for preven-
tion of disabilities and rehabili-
tation and treatment of the
disabled persons.

Presided over by ‘the Pre-
sident of NFOWD, Khondokar
Juhurul Alam, the function was
also addressed by Director of
VHSS, IDr Nasir Uddin, and
Mohammad Shahidul Haq of
NIFOWD. -

Chinese envoy
calls on
Health Minister

Chinese Ambassador extra-
ordinary and plenipotentiary ‘to
Bangladesh Zhang Xujiang yes-
terday called on Health and
Family Welfare Mintster Chow-
dhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf at his
scerclariat office, reports UNB.

They discussed Chinese
cooperation in the health sec-
tor of esh.

The Health Minister told
the Chinese envoy that the
government attached high
priority. to health and family
planning sector and primary
healthcare programmes in-
cluding Mother and Child
Health (MCH) p me,

Ile thanked the Chinese
government  for agreeing to
consiruct a 2650-bed modern
honspital at Baridhara

Fe

t that dry weather would prevail

all over the country during the next 24 hours commencing

from 6 am today (Wednesday)

The forecast says day temperature is likely to rise by one

to two degree Celsius today.

The maximum temperature of 32.5 d

recorded in Teknal while
Celsius was reported from
Tuesday.

The sun scts today at
[Thursday) al 6:18 am.

Celsius was
the minimum of 12.5 degree
both Rangpur and Dinajpur

6:02 pm and rises tomorrow

The maxtmum and minimum temperature and the
pereentage of humidity of some major cities/ towns yesterday

WeTE:
Cittes/Towns Temperature in Percentage ol
degree Celsius Humidity
Max Min 9 am ° 6 pm
Dheaka 29.5 17.3 63 47
Chittagong 31.1 18.2 76 56
Rajshahi 30.0 13.6 77 50
Khulna 29.8 15.6 72 60
I3artsal 31.0 16.5 74 54
Cox's Bazar 31.5 19.8 65 72
- Dimajpur 270 » 125 72 54
- Sythet 2086 . 186 86 61
— e -
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World Muslim
leaders greet
Biswas

The leaders of the Muslin
countries have sent messages
felicitating the President

|

Abdur Rahman Biswas, on the
nuspicious advent of the holy
month of Ramzan, reporis BSS.

In scparate messages they
cxpressed the hope that the

fratcrnal people of Bangladesh
and the entire Muslim world
would continue to achieve fur-
ther progress, peace and

prosperity.
They also wished him as
well as the people of

Bangladesh good health and
happiness.

President Mohammed
llosni Mubarak of Egypt
President Zayed Bin Sultan Al -
Nahayan of UAE, King Hussain
of Jordan, Amir of Qatar
Khalifa Bin Hamad al Thani,
Amir of Bahrain Isa Bin Salman
al Khalifa, King Hassan of
Morocco, Sultan of Oman
Haboos Bin Said, President of
Palcstine Yaseer Arafal and
President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom of Maldives, were
among thosc who felicitated

@Happy Birthday

e e e e

TO

LAMIS

1

| TWILL ALWAYS LOVE
& CHERISH HER FOR
THE REST OF MY LIFE |

LOVE

AH

the President.

SEALED OFFERS ARE INVITED FOR THE

DISPOSAL OF DAMAGED MACHINERY, MOULOS,
FITTINGS

SPARE PARTS, SWITCH PANEL AND

ETC. OF AN INTRAVENOUS

BEXIMCO INFUSIONS LTD., DHAKA.

THE GO0ODS WERE AFFECTED IN -!FRIL. 1991
CYCLONE AND TIDAL BORE AT CHITTAGONG PORT

AND PRESENTLY

M/S. BEXIMCO INFUSIONS LTD.,

90-91, MOTIJHEEL C/A.,
SURVEYORS, G. K. ADJUSTERS
CONTACTED OVER PHONE :
234332,

DHAKA OR
LTD.,
231811, 232063,

DHAKA-1000,Phone: PABX 241062-64
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| SALINE MAKING
| PLANT OF GERMAN ORIGIN IMPORTED BY M/S.
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LYING IN THE FACTORY OF
TONGI AND
AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION ON ANY WORKING
DAY.FOR FURTHER DETAILS CLAIMS DEPARTHMENT
OF PRAGATI INSURANCE LTD., HEAD OFFICE

THEIR
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MIDDLE EAST / EUROPE
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3 Flights a week to Kuwait
Connections to’

BAHRAIN / DHAHRAN / RIYADH / JEDDAH
- CAIRO
LONDON

Winter Schedule started 25th October
For further information, call vour local travel
agent or

KUWAIT AIRWAYS

Sonargaon Hotel
Kawran Bazar

Dhaka
Tel: 314513/318829/329470
Fax: 813013

KUWAIT AIRWAYS




