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Most US military
men opposed to
lift ban on

homosexuals

LOS ANGELES, Mar 1
Almost threec-quarters of US
military personnel are opposed
to a plan to lift a ban on homo-
sexuals (n the military, accord-
ing 1o a poll published Sunday
by the Loss Angeles Times, re-
ports AFP.

Of 2,300 members of the
armed forces questioned, 74
per cent said they opposed
President Bill Clinton's plan to

Iift the ban with 18 per cent in
favour.

A total 81 per cent said that
the lifting of the ban on homo-
sexuals would lead to
widespread violence in the
armed forces. But only 10 per
cent said they would quit the
armed forces if the ban were

lifted.

International

Israel able to make 100 N- bombs, India 60

STOCKHOLM, Mar 1: Israel
may have enough nuclear ma-
terials to make almost 100
nuclear bombs, India could
make as many as 60 bormbs and
its arch rival Pakistan up to 10,
the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute said
Monday, reports AP.

North Korea could accumu-
late enough plutonium for four
to seven nuclear wéfapons by
the end of 1996, SIPRI said.

None of these counlries
have confirmed they have a
nuclear weapons programme,
through Pakistan and India
admit they are able to make
WEAPONS.

The estimates were in-
cluded in what SIPRI said was
the first comprehensive study
of the guantities and where-
abouts of weapon-grade pluto.
nium and uranium produced

since the discovery of nuclear
power B0 years ago.

The report said there was a
total of about 1,000 melric
tons of plutonium and 1,300
tons of Tﬂghly enriched ura-
nfum in the world. A few kilo-
grams (less than 10 pounds) of
either substance can be used
to make a nuclear device.

Controlling and disposing
these vast quantilies {s onc of
the most serious challengces
fucing the international com-
munity, SIPRI said.

Most of the world's slocks
are in the hands of thc major
nuclear powers — the Uniled
States, the former Sovicl
Union, Britain, France and
China

But civilian nuclear power
plants, which generate plulo-
nium as a by-product, can be
used as a platform for nuclear
weapon programmes in other

countries. Another scrious
threat of nuclear prolifcration
follows possible lack of control
of nuclear weapons in the
crumbling Soviet empire,
which has the world's biggest
arsenal, SIPRI said,

The 246-page report esli-
maled there is 720 tons of
weapons-grade uranfum stored
in the former Soviet Union,
moslly in warheads due¢ to be
dismantled in line with the
START I, START 11 and ,INF
treatices.

The United States signed
an agrecment with the
Russians in February to buy
500 tons of the enriched ura-
nium to help ensure the stocks
do not fall in the wrong hands.

SIPR] said some countries
appcared lo be backing away
from former nuclear ambi-
tions, including Argentina,

Brazil, South Alrica and
Taiwan. Iraq could have had its
first nuclear bomb next year,
had it not been for the Gulf
War, it said.

lran and North Korea re-
mained high on the list of
countries suspected of at-
tempting to construct nuclear
weapons, the report said.

SIPRI said about 20 per
cent of the world stocks of
plutonium was held by coun-
tries outside the five nuclcar
weapon states. Most of it was
in the form of spent nuclear
waste from civiian power pro-
duction. Scparating such phu-
tonfum for use in nuclear
weapons requires sophisti-
cajed technology and know-
how

SIPRI estimated that by the
end of 1991 lsrael produced
240-415 kilograms (533-922

pounds) of weapon-grade plu-
tonium, and could have con-
structed 54-98 nuclear
weapon devices. Pakistan had
cnough material of 6-10 nu-
clcar weapons and India
enough for almost 60 bombs.
the report said.

The slashing of the super-
powers nuclear wcapon arse-
nals is creating a huge excess
of highly enriched uranium
and weapon-grade plutonfum.
As a result, production of
weapon-grade uranfum has vir-
tually ceased, SIPRI said, but
civilan nuclear power produc-
tion continues to churm out
new plutonfum.

it seems likely that the
production of weapon-grade
plutonium is reaching an up-
per Hmit, even though three
military production reactors
still operated in Russia in early

1993, the report said.

The report stressed the
need to end the oversupply of
civilian plutonium. Much of it
will have to be treated as
waslie, while h enriched
uranium can be dilufed and
used as nuclear fuel. It also
called for greater transparency
surrounding these materials
and said the UN should publish
annual statistics on every
country's holdings.

Although of vital interest for

_international security there are

uncertainties over the quanti-
ties and whereabouts of the
nuclear materials, it said.

The report was written by
the researchers David Albright.
Frans Berkhout and Willlam
Walker. Information came from
both published and anony-
mous sources, mainly inter-
views with officials. -

terfered with rescue opera
tions, and almost cost one res-
cue worker his life, they said.
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Danish 6ii
tanker ,
runs aground

LONDON, Mar 1: An empty
Danish ofl tanker ran aground
just off the coast of Cleveland,
northeastern England, on
Sunday due to winds of 80 to
90 kilometres an hour, coast

guard officials said, repo
AFP. e

The winds considerably in-

The Dmish tanker, - the
Freja Eml was the
ag and weighed
52,500 tormmes, according to

Indian actors' trial

in UAE
' ABU DHABI, Mar 1:
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
court has postponed hearing
an appeal for 10 Indian actors
convicted of blasphemy, the
prosecutor said Sunday, re-
poris AFP.

Public Prosecutor Hamad
Ibrahim said the court decided
to postpone the trial until
March 20 after he recom-
mended _that it turn down
their appeal against sentences
of six in jail.

it was the fourth post-
ponement.

The lawyers to the delen-
dants also asked for their re-
lcase on bail but their request
was rejected, he told AFP by
telephone from Sharjah, where
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ostponed

the 10 local actors, all Hindus,
are being tried.

The 10 were sentenced to
imprisonment and deportation
in October after staging a play
judged to be insulting to both
Islam and Christianity.

" The actors, who are from
the Indian state of Kerala but
live in the UAE, were arrested

in June. The play, staged in

Sharjah on May 28, triggered
public outrage.

The author of the play,
Vayala Pillai, was senténced in
absentia to six years in Jail.
Last week, he sent a letter to
the Sharjah court protesting
the sentence and defending

his play.

WASHINGTON, Mar 1 : If
you're an alien who wants ‘to
ltve in the United Slates per-
manently, all you nced are a
pencil, paper, a stamped enve-
lope — and a little hack, re-
poris AP,

For the third and [inal year,
the State Department is orga-
nizing a 'visa lottery’ that will
give natives from 37 countries
or territories a shot at a US
residence visa.

Applicants need only mail
in their name, date and place
of birth and mailing address.
Also required are the namcs
and birth dates of family mem-
bers and the location of the
ncarest US consulate.

As lotteries go, the odds for
this one are fairly good: Fhe
ratio of qualified applicants to
winners last year was 20 to 1.

As before, there will be
40,000 winners, of whom

16,000 must be Irish. The pro-
Irish tilt of the ground rules
rcllects the clout of the Irish
Jobby on Capitol Hill

The lottery discriminates in
other ways as well. Citizens
from virtually all European
countries are eligible but all of
sub-Saharan Africa is ineligible
as is all of Latin America ex-
cept for Argentina and all of
Asia except for Japan.

The legislation reflects the
vicw that revisions in immi-
gration law over the years dis-
criminated against Europeans.
A lottery rigged in favour of
Europcans was scen as the

best way to correct the imbal-

1y 6

A year ago, applications
were aceepted from about
800.000 aliens, and there
were more winners [rom
Poland than any other country,
including Ireland, because of

Lottery for US residence visa soon

an avalanche of applications cent) po-uﬁ: stamp and mail a

from that country.
There were 19,866 winners

from Poland, 16,000 Ireland, -

1,052 from Britain, 970 from
Japan and 825 from Indonesia.

A 30-day mail-in period be-
gins Tuesday. Applications re-
ceived outside that time frame
are considered invalid.
Winners are chosen at random
regardless of the time of re-
ceipt during the mail-in pe-
riod. Only one application per
entrant is

In some countries, espe-
cially Japan, consultants have
charged high fees in past years
to help facilitate the lottery
application. Fees can range as
high as 500 dollars. But US of-
ficials consider such outlays a
waste of money.

“The fact that anyone would

y someone 20,000 yen (160

‘Czech Republic,

letter for him docs not make
much sensc,” the US Consul
General in Japan, Michacl
Carpenter, wrote in a letter to

a Ja newspaper at the
time of last years lottery.
Following is the list of

countries whose citizens are
eligible for the lottery

Albania, Algeria, Argcntina,
Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France,
Guadeloupe, New Caledonia,
Germany, Great Britain,
Northern Ireland, Bermuda,
Gibraltar, Hungary, Iceland,
Indonesia, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Menaco, Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland and
Tunisia.

- [
Arab kills 2 Israelis: as amb subbed and
killed two Israelis in south Tel Aviv and wounded at Icast six
others Monday, hospital officials and Isracl army radio said,
reports AP from Jerusalem.
Dr Bianca Lederman, a spokeswoman for Tel Aviv's Ichilov
hospital, told Israel radio that two of the victims died at the

hospital, three were being operated on and two were in stable

condition.

She said rest of the victims had only slight wounds.

Israel radio said the victims were eight men and onec
woman.

A taxi driver, identified as Arich, told army radio he saw an
Arab with a knife fleeing a group of young men who eventually
caught and began beating him.

» ]
China limits school fees: . chincs
government has ordered limits on the fees that public schools
charge their pupils in an effort to curb an incrcasc in
dropouts, an official newspaper said Monday, reports AP from
Betjing,

*The China Daily said some schools are charging scveral
hundred yuan [tens of dollars) per semester in book fecs,
health care fees, heating and Hght fers and even exam fees. |t
said the fees were one factor in a one-third increase in the
number of fjunidr high school dropouts last year, with nearly 6
per cent of students ending their studics.

The new order by the State Education Commission says fee
increases must be approved by the local ment, the pa-
per said. It did not, however, set a specific limit on the total
amount that can be charged.

Kim for an end to corruption:
Prestdent Kim Young-sam called Monday for an end 1o
corruption, saying that "the country today is clearly not the
land of morality thal out ancestors envisioned,”™ reporis AP
from Seoul.

Clean government is the key theme for Kim's newly in-
stalied civillan government, the first in three decades not led
by an army general or ex-general.

"Almost unaware, we have let misdeeds and corruption
pervade our society,” he said in a speech marking the 74th
anniversary of the movement for independence [rom
Japanese colonial rule.

PRD names new leader: v
opposition Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD) named a
new leader Sunday 1o clear the way for its founder,
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas; to run for President in 1994, reports
AFP from Mexigo City,

Cardenas resigned from the center-left party's top post on

Friday. Senator Roberto Robles was named new interim

President Sunday.
The son of a popular former President, Cardenas ran for

President against Carlos Salinas De Gortari of the ruling
Institutional HﬂuhLUxu"‘yl"Pnrty (PRI} in 1988

Salinas was declared winner, bul opposition partics on
the left and right accused the PRI of using fraud to steal the
election

Floods claim 3 in Fiji: roods claimes

three lives and caused widespread damage in Fijf's sugarcane
belt in the west of the main island of Viti Levu at the
weckend, police said yesterday, reports AFP from Suva.

Torrential rain and high winds broke a road bridge ncar
Nadi International Atrport. 125 kilometres (75 miles) west of
here, and disrupled flights.

Spokesmen for the five-star Regent and Sheraton hotels at
Nadi said the floodwaters Itad subsided yesterday and roatls

had reopened 1o traffic.

Kohl leaves

Clan
divisions
threaten

peace talks
in Somalia

MOGADISHU, Mar 1: Som-
alia's warlords face an uphill
task to bury clan differences
and end factional fighting aficr
agrecing to peace talks to
explore ways to set up an
interim government,
diplomats say, reports Reuter.

The lighting which flarcd in
the southern port of Kismayu
and the capital Mogadishu in
the past few days underlined
the deep clan divisions in the
famine -stricken country.

“The fighting is all about
sirengthening their respoctive
clans.,” one diplomat involved

in the peace talks sald on

Sunday.

The violence has been the
worsl since a US led multina-
tional task force arrived in
December to protect ald sup-
plics from looters.

Eleven people were killed
last weck In Kismayu when
supporiers of warlords Omer
Jess and Mohamed said Hersi,
known as Morgan, flexed thetr
Musclcs in a struggle for Lerr
tory and political clout.

The violence spread to
Mogadishu where wilnesscs
said nine people were killed.
Three Nigerian troops and
three US marines were In-
jured. Two Somalis were killed
in Kismayu on Sunday in fresh
outburst of clan viclence,

Relief workers said that,
although all of Somalia's 15
warring [actions spoke ol rec
onciliation, deep clan divisions
threatened peace talks due on
March 15 in the Ethtopian
capital Addis Ababa.

A preparatory  all-party
pancl met behind closed doors
on Saturday and agreed om a
16-ttcm agenda for the UN-
sponsored conference, includ-
ing restoration of human
rights, national recunciliation,
rehabilitation and reconstruc:
tion.
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harmaratnam, is

handcuffed to a make-shift barbed wire cell on Saturday
after he was found carrying 16 gold coins on his way to
Tamil guerilla-controlled territory just north of this

village.

—AFP/UNB photo

Saddam wants new ties
with Arabs, West

AMMAN, Mar 1: Former
Nicarguan President Daniel
Ortega said Sunday that Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein
wants lo open a new chapter
in relations with the Arab
world and the West, reports
AP.

As a goodwill gesture,
Saddam offered to publicly
discuss Kuwaitl allegations
that Iraq is still holding about
800 prisoners captured during
Iraq's seven month occupation
umw Emirates Ortega said on
his way home [rom visiting

Baghdad

Ortega said he had been
asked by assistant secretary-
general of the Arab League,
ibrahim Idris, to raise the
prisoner issue with Saddam.

Ortega said the Iragis lokd
him that "some of the pcople
whose namcs appeared on a
list provided by ldris” are al-
ready back in Kuwait.

Iraq has never acknowl
ed publicly that it sl
Kuwaiti s In vio
lation of the Gulf War ccase
fire terms. But Ortega's re-
marks indicated he mighl have
exiracted some informalion
from the iragis on this lssue.
Oriega refused to claborale

on the issue, but said the offcr
to discuss the prisoncrs was
part of an effort by Saddam lo
open & New cra 1n regional
and intermational rclations.

They are ready to discuss
the problem in the open and
clarify every point,” he told
The Associaled Press through
an interpreler.

The Iraql leadership,
Ortega said, “is willing to live
up o the pledge that Kuwail is
a closcd chapter.”

"It 18 time other regional
lcadcrs took a new look at the
entire situation in Lhe post
Gulf War pecriod and realize
that their intcrests would be
betler proteciced In an atmo-
sphere of accommodation and
[ree dialogue,” Oricga added.

Oriega, who lod Nicaragua's
sandinista movement that
overihrew Analasio Samoza in
1979, now hcads the
Nicarguan opposition. He lost
power when he lost the 1990
presidential election.

He was among a host of offi-
clals who tried to reach a
diplomatic solution afler Iraq's
August 2, 1990, invasion of
K Owadt.

3 Muslims
killed in
Filipino

clashes

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines,

T Mar 1: Police purstiing Muslim

rebels who massacred 25 gov-
ernment troopers last month
killed three rebels Monday in
scparaie clashes on the south-
ern island of Basilan, officers
said, reports AP.

Also Monday, a senfor na-
tional police official said the
rebels were the prime sus-
pects in the bombing Sunday
ol the airport in Zamboanga.

Chiefl Superintendent Wilf-
redo Cruz, director of the
national police's Aviation
Security Commhnd, said the
bombing was intended to di-
vert military operations away
from Basilan, which is off this
port city, about 880 kilbmeters
{550 miles) south of Manila.

Superintendent Indo Ho,
Basilan provincial police com-
mander, said troopers from
the police mobile lorce com-
pany and the Special Action
Force first encountered about
40 rebels Sunday in the village
of Limbo-opas in Tipo-tipo
LowT.

Ho said one M-79 grenade
launcher and two hand
grenades were recovered from
the slain rebels. Village resi-
dents told police they saw the

rebels c away five injured
s he added.

comrades,
The government has
launched a massive and

military operation againsl
members of the secessionist
Moro national Liberation Kront
who massacred 21 Phillippine
marines and four militiamen
last month.

More than B0,000 civiians
have been displaced and
dozens of people have becn
killed since the operation be-

gan.
Cruz said the Zamboanga

llrpnrthm‘nhcrln-}'hlmbccn

among those who escaped the
military operation on Basilan.

The 8 am blast ripped
through shops adjacent to the
departure area of the small
terminal butlding. Passcngers
had left the terminal scconds
carlier to board a flight for

I Manila.

South's step to break
deadlock with N Kore

SEOUL, Mar |: South Korea
may consider approving lim-
ited economic cooperation
with North Korca in the hopes

of breaking a deadlock in in-
ter-Korean relations, sources
say, reports AP.

Reliable government
sources say the step is part of
President Kim Young-sam's
"new and progressive ap-
proach” to concerns that
North Koréa may be trying to
build a nuclear bomb. |

Last week CIA Director R/
James Woolsey said in con-
gressional testimony that
"there is the real possibility
that North Korea has
manufactured enough fissile
material for at least one nu-

| clcar weapon and is hiding

this” from the UN
International Atomic Energy

South Korean Unification
Minister Han Wan-sang said in
a KBS television interview over
the weckend that the govern-
ment is secking a new course

of action.
Economic incentives long

have been considered the most
compelling reason for North
Korea to its closed soci-
ety and comply with interna-
tional demands for nuclear in-
spections.

Under the current policy of
South Korea and its allies, the
North will be offered improved
tics and economic cooperation
only after it accepts full inter-
national and inter-Korean nu-

clear inspections.

Tokyo for
Seoul

TOKYO. Mar |1 : German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl ended
an official three-day visil o
Japan today departing Tokyo
for Secoul, Japancse officials
said, reports AFP.

During his visit. Kohl
pushed aid to
Russia. where President Boris
Yelisin is struggling to advance
economic and political re-
forms.

South Korea is to be the last
stop iIn Kohls Asian lowur,
which has already taken him 1o

Indta, Singapore and
Indonesia

New love sensation over Diana’s extra-marital affair|

LONDON, Mar 1. Britain s
scandal-ridden royals faced a
new love sensation today after
an Austrsdian lelevision station
said it would broadcast part of
a tape suggesting Princess
Diana had an extra-marital al-
fair, reporis Reuter. Australia s
ABC network said it had ob

tatned FITW\.III]’ unpublished

parts of a tele COMVETSa -

tion, knewn as the "Squidﬂ
t

tape, allegedly between
wife of the heir 1o the British

throne and her friend James

Mick ODonnell, the pro-
ducer of the programme a
right royal affair” which will
broadcast the material today

| told Reuters in Sydney the

tape left little doubt that

Princess Diana had a passion-
atc relationship with Gilbey,
not the platonic {riendship
that previous published ex-
tracts suggcesied.
+ "Most people officially in-
terpreted (the first excerpts)
as a straight chat between
friends. Albeil Gilbey was a
nate friend, but the extra
stufl leave no doubt they were
full-on,” O'Donnell said in

If the programme lives up
to fts biling, it could plunge

the royal family into a scandal
rivalling the "Camillagale” affair
over another tape which |is
widely regarded as showing
Diana's husband Prince Charles

Charles and Diana in happy
days

had an extra-marital Haisen
with his old friend Camilla
NParker Bowles.

The programme ia to be
broadcast in Australia this
evening at 0930 GMT,

Britain's Daily Mirror news-

banner headline in early edi-
tions teday, the Guardian,

that one extract "does suggesl
the two were rather more thal
just chums”.

Part of the new lape refers
to a storyline about sex oulside
marriage n popular Britlsh

per, which had got wind of |
the broadcast, spoke of a new
Squidgy tape shock for [0 in a

quoting a censullant on the
Ausiralian programme. sakd

soap opera, the Guardian said.
“The second extract con-
cerns the princess’'s fear of be
coming pregnant and refers lo
an © of Easternders in
which a character had a baby
by a man who was not her hus-
band,” the per said.
The consultant, Simon
Freeman, was quoted as saying
the tape would ammu-
nftion for those who felt the
media had idealised the
rincess and been cager to
lame her husband for the

breakdown of the i
also raised the why
the material not been pub
lished before.

Both the Charles and Diana
tapes were secretly recorded

apple-shaped bodies

PHILADELPHIA: A new study contradicts the notion that
body shape affects a woman's risk for breast cancer, reporis
AP.

Instead of worrying over pear-or apple-shaped baodies,
women should focus more on controlling their amount of
body fat, researchers from Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center report in Monday's Annals of Internal Medicine.

This is the first major study to dispute a possible link be-

A report in the Annals three years ago that
women who were apple-shapped and carried r weight

around their waist were more at risk than pear-shaped
women who bulge at the hips and thighs.

The new study of 313 white American women undergoing
breast biopsy found no connection between their waist-to-hip

ratio — a of differentiating apple vs pear-shaped women

— and risk of breast cancer.

“This study proves pretty conclusively that (body shape)
{sn't a real risk,” said Dr. Elin Sigurdson of the Fox Chase
Cancer Center. Gauging a woman's risk by body shape is
"highly simplistic and far too crude to put any reliance on it."

An author of the earlier report disputed the new conclu-

stons claiming that the number of patients studied was too
small to see link between weight distribution and breast
cance

Vote to save X-rated videos

SYDNEY: Auihﬂh‘l"ﬂ:rmp‘phy industry began a cam-
paign Monday against conservative opposition, which it
claims will ban erotic videos and pass laws invading the bed-

room il it wins the March 13 election, reports Reuter.

Using how-to-vote cards, direct mailing and a recorded
telcphone message, the Eros Foundation endorses the small,
jeftist Australian Democrats and the ruling Labour Party but
uy:theuhcr-l-lhmdhﬂymhuunhtmpmdhh.

identifying itsell as a lobby group for ic video
makers and sex shops, Eros said the coalition would ban
videos, censor magazines and books and pass laws affecting
the sexual freedom of Australians.

“If you want to continue to buy X-rated videos and use
olher erotic services, you must support those political parties
and those candidates who will not stick their noses inlo your
bedroom,” and husky female voice, backed by a soft music,
tells t callers.

Emblazoned with "save our sex industry and your civil
:l,hu*.ﬂum.mmmmﬁmhmuw

-rated material on mailing lists.

Door-to-door brothel service

COLOMBO: Shri Lankan police today detected six wamen
prostitutes and a pimp running a door-to-door sex-on-wheels
operation in a fashionable residential area of the capital

Colombo, officials said, reports AFP.
The six women and the male were charged with so-

liciting after constables s their mrbmw
painted van near the Colombo Town Hall just after L
police said.

“If the customer was in a hurry, the van was driven o a sc-
cluded area. Others would wait outside till a woman would
attend to him inside,” an official said.

Police said the clients were charged a low 150 rupees
(about three dollars) per person. Prostitutes and homosexuals

haunt residential areas in Colombo but this is the first known
case of a door-to-door brothel service.

cru

by unknown eavesdroppers
several years before the couple
announced their official sepa-
ration in December last year.
The “Camillagate” tape,
which was also first made pub-
lic in Australia, was a big cm-
barrassment to the mona ,
but it hel explain
Charles Diana had de-
cided to bring the curtain
down on 12 years of so-called
"Fairytale” marriage.
The " * tape, which
got s tag from a nick-
name used to address the
woman in the conversation,
was published in Britain in the
summer before the separation
and jolted the princess’s
as a saintly. long-suffering wife.
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