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Dhaka, Monday, March 1, 1963

New Chapter for Seoul

In more ways than one, South Korea has tumed
a new chapter in ils contemporary history.
President Kim Young-sam who was inaugurated
on Thursday as the republic’s first civilian head ol
state tn more than three decades, replacing Roh
Tae-woo, a former army general, has started set-
ting up his administration with a good deal of in-
novative spirit. In a series of surprise moves, he
has just named university professors to three im-
portant — and sensitive — posts, such as Minister
for Unification Board, Foreign Minister and
National Intelligence Chief.

As if taking a cue from President Bill Clinton,
Kim is said to be making an effort to pick people
from all walks of life as well as from all different
regions of the country, giving "special considera-
tions" to choosing women and distinguished per-
sonalities from the academic world. They are not
being put on back seats either. After all. few cou-
ntries in the world would think of naming a uni-
versity teacher as the National Intelligence Chief,
with the mandate to reform and reorganise what,
for past 30 years, had remained one of the most
secretive and shady areas of the administration.

All this augurs well for South Korea's civilian
government. In the first place, the republic needs
to reemerge as an open society. a process which
was somewhat half-heartedly launched by the last
president, Roh Tae-woo. In bringing about this
change, the policies of the administration must
indeed be transparent and truly democratic, es-
pecially when they relate to labour laws, student
politics and security regulations. Many of these
changes cannot be brought about in a matter of
months. But a start appears to have been made.

By now, President Kim would realise that the
changes In his country's domestic politics and ex-
ternal relations must come through well-defined
stages, rather than too suddenly and too soon. In
the first place; the administration's main concern
should surely be to avoid any slow-down in the
economic boom, whether it relates to the indus-
trial production or export trade. In some of the
sectors where the wages have been low. by
Japanese standards, and working hours longer
than in most other industrialised countries, there
will be a clamour for changes One hopes that the
new government will handle such a situation in a
stvle that does credit to the civilian head of state.

For South Korea, bigger pr:blen:: lie in ils ex-
ternal relations, first with North Korea and sec-
ondly, with the United States. In principle. both
the Koreas are committed to the unification of
the divided country. Having named a cabinet
minister for the Unification Board, Kim has set
the stage for further moves aimed at bringing the
two parts together. Whatever steps have been
taken so far. mostly in the form of high-level
meetings among officials and ministers, have not

vet 1| luced an acceptable framework for unifi-
calic. ere:still exists just too mwuch distrust
betwecr: ngyang and Seoul, on such questions

as the nuclear programme of North Korea and
Washington-Seoul defence ties. A possible change
of leadership in Pyongyang, from President Kim Il
Sung to his son; Kim Jong Il, adds to the un-
certainties [acing the region. They concern the
whole of East Asia, especially Japan and what is
now known as the Pacific rim countries. '

One cannot underestimate the challenges fac-
ing Kim Young-sam and his administration. A
country like Bangladesh which has maintained
good relations with both Seoul and Pyongyang, in
trade, commerce and even in cultural exchanges,
would certainly hope that the two Koreas will
come together through their own mutually agreed
agenda for unification, in the best interest of
their people — and the region as a whole.

Of Goat and Man -

"Anything there that a crazy one wouldn't say
or the goatie wouldn't eat?” So says a very popular
Bengali wisdom. Sukumar Ray, the incomparable,
not so much because he was the father of the one
and only Satyajit Ray but for his own achievement
as some Lewis Carrol and Edward Lear and many
another rolled into one — tummed this turn of
speech upside down projecting Ba-karon Sing,
the goat, as protesting: "There are lots that we
na -khai— do not eat —rather than kee-na khai —
nothing that we don't eat.” And the bearded Mrs
Sing — drawn so strikingly by Sukumar himself in
Ha-Jaw-Baw- Raw-Law, goes on to catalogue the
iterns her species don't relish devouring. Metal
pots and pans were on her list. It is quite possible
that cockroaches, like the krishnachura or the
water hyacinth, were a rather recent import into
Bengal for otherwise the wiseacres coining the
wisecrack wouldn't have implicated the innocent
goat. It is wuniversal knowledge that the
cockroaches do eat metal — and the hardest of
them too — steel. We are waiting reports from
worldwide researches into the science of materi-
als whether the ubiquitous fellow flying out of
their lovely abode inside the recesses of the lava-
ratory commode also partake of tungsten and
platinum and titantum — the still harder metals.

But the goat is indeed unbeatably voracious —
in some very innovative ways. The latest proof of
that is reported by Reuter from Nairobi. One ven-
erable member of that spices, goatied a la carte
and after the Sukumar Ray drawing, no doubt,
stole 105 shillings from a lady’'s bag the other day.
Please note her discriminating taste — she didn't
go for the bag but dipped her mouth into it and
chose the shilling notes and left the place as
would any pickpocket of burglar. It is likely that
the lady robbed and the judge she went with her
complaint to, both were convinced of her guilt by
the way of her retreat. To paraphrase a newspa-
per cliche — she made bad her escape. If the in-
tention was only to eat, that couldn't be that bad a
crime. But she actually fled with the money and
then ate it. Her intention was more criminal than
mere eating.

If the goat is celebrated as anybody's fool for
nothing beside her voraciousness, how shall we
celebrate — the Homo Sapiens — a member
of which species sentenced her to two day’s in-
carceration?
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have written about different
aspects of American elections.

Apart from general interest in

Clinton's Inaugural Address: Is there

the subject, there are | believe  their ex
much to leamn from it for us in Clinton began his speech by
Bangladesh. After all, out of the paying a gractous tribute to his

So today | wish to
at Bill Clinton's
address. The first
of an American

president is considered so

period the
of the colourful

fast

.1 find 1t to be a
treasure house full of clues o
the presidents basic philo-

hy as well as thinking on
d t national and inter-

scems to be sadly lacking in
our country.

A writer in an English
language weekly commeniled
on my article and said that one
must not co situations in
America and Europe with

democracy as (It is
understood and practiced in
the world today has been
borrowed us from the
western countries. Why should
we nol then ury to learn from

predecessor. “"On behalf of the
nation”, he said, "] salute my

redecessor, President Bush,

r his hall-century of service
to America.” In one short
sentenoe he united the nation
and put all the rancour and
rivalry of the election
campaign behind him. He
made it abundantly clear that
he was president of the United
States of America and not the

leader of a . Can
we not learn from this to put

coun be
lnmn[ndtu today the

principle that holds sway is my
party, right or wrong. | can sce
the underlying motive for this
policy. One can secure one's
grip over rpwcr almost
indefinftely if the party be-
comes a rellable instrument in
the hand of a leader. We have
seen however that this is too
short sighted a policy. There
have been many “president for
ltfe” but few of these ambitious
rulers could end their life In
office. The Marcoses and
Ershads of the world have all
had sad ends. But do we learn
from history?

The next point that seems
relevant for us is when he said,
‘It is time to break the bad
habit of expecting something
for nothing, from our govern-

ment or from cach other”. "Let
us all he urged fellow Ameri-
cans, take more responsibility,
not only for curselves and our
familles but for our commu-
nities and our country”. Per-
haps it is a of the colo-
riial but it is certainly a
fact that In Bangladesh we

turn to the ment

Something for Us to Learn?

for almost every thing under
the sun. When we want a

public [acility, be it a school or
a hospital or a public library or
an orphanage, we petition the

ﬂﬂhghAMBlﬂbrll |

authoritics.,

The concept of local
iniljative
imsatie behind u jocal caun

Dhaka with the ministcr or
ltCI'I:I.l& for allocation of
funds. idea of buflding up
an institution with public
support and eontribution is
somehow very unattractive to
us. One can see that even our
believe in the

nothing. can
become sclf-reliant as a nation
if we could act on this bit of
advice. If this was good for the
Americans il cannot be bad for
the Bengadeos.

It was significant indeed
that he talked about demo-

cracy. To renew America, he
said, “we must revitalize our
democracy”. Even after two
hundred years of suecess in
running a democratic govern-
ment he felt it necessary to
invite his compatriots to
revitalize American democracy.
He reminded the audience
that the "wil and sweat”™ of the
ordinary men and women
support the powerful pegple
engaged in the "intrigue and
calculation” of the capital. We
also talk about but
it is us the de of
ol g oo
upper and middle class.

The of rice has fallen

below cost of production
but who cares? This is only a

minor irritant for the prae-
tittoners of urban and elftist
i we value de-

upon his countrymen, (o

‘resolve to reform politics "so

that and privilege no
bn;rh. shout down the voice of
t "

Do we hear the volee of the
people in Bangladesh today?
newspa are full of
speeches by the high and
mighty. It is their voice that
we hear in the media. It is
literally true In the case of the
television because most of the
time it Is used fBr givin
publicity to the ministers
others in authority. Have we
heard statements by the
ministers on the price of rice
or tomato or potato or the

hardships that are
due to the withdrawal of
subsidies on f[ertilizers and

other agricultural inputs? Do

!
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Tough Days Ahead for Veteran Cle

T 74, veteran politician

Glalcos Clerides has

found himsell catapul-
lcd on Lo the world stage as
the new President of Cyprus by
a mere 2,000 votes. He
inherits the problem of the
divided island af a critical
moment in negotiations with
the United Nations.

lle also [aces the task of
chairing the summit meeting
:Lﬂ}l';:: 50-nation Common-
which s is hostin
at ch end o Ft;l:tnbcr ThE
mectling will bring to the
island the biggest gathering by
lar of presidents and prime
ministers it has ever scen.

! Clerides, head of the
Democratic Rally [DYSY), de-
[cated President George
Vassiliou in 'the second round
of elections and becomes the
country's fourth elected presi-
dent. :

His surprise victory was the
crowning achievement of 40
years ol single-minded dedica-
tion - to litics. Clerides
helped d the country's con-
stitution in 1960 and failed in
carlicr bids for the presidency
in 1983 and 1988.

This time he trailed
Vassiliou in the first round of
the threce-candidate race, and

then garnered a large number
ol switchover votes [ollowing

by Annie Charalambous in Nicosia and Derek Ingram in London

In a surprise election result 74-year-old Glafcos Clerides (sworn in as President on
February 28) has become President of Cyprus. He won by fewer than 2,000 votes. He is a vet-
eran of countless negotiations with the Turkish Cypriots, and now finds himself taking
over at a time when the UN peace plan is in the balance. Hhlso faces the daunting task of
hosting the 50-nation Commonwealth summit later in the year.

Southern Africa Puts

T was the largest relief ef

I fort in Africa — some 4.9
million tons of cereals and
im ftems intended for
drought-affected countries in

southern Alfrica.

Yet, Malawi risks a critical
of food in February
because the was late in
p:hl;;!ng commercial orders for

Thus warns a report re-
leased by the World Food
Programme and the Southern
Alrican Development
Community through the

Logistics Advisory Centre (LAC)
based here

The report notes that
pledges of food aid for the
market sector in Malawi and
the delivery rates achieved to
date do not cover the country's
needs — even if there was
enough food in the line.

But the drought-related im-
the LAC reports, have

Migratory birds
Sir, It is often heard from
bird-meat lovers and from

| crop conservers that it is wiser

to eat up birds (migratory) to

save crops. The logic is really .

absurd. Killing birds for the
sake of saving crops is a sense-
less preservation idea at the
angle of Nature's food webs
rule view.

The rule describes that au-
totrophic producers (self-
nourished plants), placed in
the primary level, supply food
first to herbivores (eat plants
birds] which supply food to

'| carnivores (eat animals-owl).

The omnivores (eat both plants
and animals-man) depend on
all three previous levels for
food. (Most simplified food
webs description, avoiding
cross-linkages). To make the

rule perform soundly, ecosys-

delivered to regional

b |

ports between April and
December 1992 through un-
precedented regional coopera-
tion.

The report was reviewed in
mid-January at a meeting of
agriculture and transport min-
isters. A similar meeting held
in April 1992 in Lusaka set up
the LAC as part of the regional
response to the drought. The
LAC coordinates relief tics
throughout the region, linking
donors, governments shipping
agents and transport services
in the effort to move aid
smoothly.

The report analyses the
performance of six transport
corridors and nine ports [‘I:;Lr
es Salaam, Nacala, Beira and
Maputo, East London, Durban,
Port Elizabeth, Cape Town and
Walvis Bay)] serving the region.

Beira continues to rank first
in handling drought-related
imports (commercial food,

food aid and fertilizer) since it

—_———

lem provides highest amount
at the primary level gradually
lessening to the upper. The
figurative form of the rulc can
be shown as follows :

a) Nct primary productivity
(plants) : 270 g.

b) Every year herbivores eat
: 29 g

c] Net herbivore productiv-
ity : 6 g.

d) Net carnivore productiv-
ity 0.4 g.

The fmducl.ivltlﬂ are given
for 1m#* of field in one year in
a Tennessee field (productivity
differs on varied ecosystems,
generally increases from a low
in the arctic region to a high
in the tropics).

So it is clear that birds have
the natural right to consume

crops and fish but on the con-
trary, man has not that right

the elimination of businesaman
Paschalis Paschalides. He
polled 50.3 per cent of votes
on Fcbruary 14 while Vassiliou
got 49.7 per cent.

The UN-sponsored peace
talks between Greek and
Turkish leaders on the island,
divided since 1974, were a key

v insne in the electien. The talks

broke down in September.

Although Clerides’s party is
considered right-wing, he is
gcncrally looked on as a mod-
crate with long nce in
ncgotiations and a deep
knowledge of constitutional is-
SUCS. '

Following his first meeting
with the outgoing Vassiliou,
Clerides told reporters that
talks Tay not resume in
March, as ex ted. but most
probably in April. He said: "On
my part _here was never an in-
tention of getting ofl the trail
of the UN-sponsored negotiat-
ing proccss aimfng towards a

pcacchul solution te the Cyprus
problem”™.

Clerides wants to hold con-
sultations in Cyprus and
Athens before resuming forral
pcace talks. The situation has
acquired extra urgency since
Canada’ gave notice that it
would begin pulling its troops

ut of the UN pcaceckeeping

ree on June 15, The Danish
contingeat has already begun
to lcave.

The 30-year-old Cyprus
problem took its most scrious
turn when Turkey invaded the
island tn 1974, or - sation
of the northern half ..as con-
tinued c¢ver since. The UN
force has bcen holding the
ring in Cyprus since 1964,

Although the Cogmmon-
wealth summit may itselfl
meceting at a critical time in
Cypriol aflairs, it will not want
to find itsell becoming
involved in the 30-year-old
Cyprus problem, The Common-
wealth stand has always been

clear: it supports the UN
resolutions calling for Turkish
withd rawal.

Clerides, a British-trained
lawyer, will need to use all his
considcrable diplomatic skills
in the months ahead.

e is the son of another
distinguished Nicosian lawyer,
loannis Clerides. He was in
Londen at the butbreak 'of
World War Two and joined the
Royal Air Force in 1939, serv-
ing as a gunner and radio op-
erator. lHe was shot down in
the 1942 bombing of Hamburg
and takcn prisoner. He esca-
ped twic:, but was recaptured.

Clerides completed his
studics after the war and was
called to the bar in 1951, In
London, he met and married
his wife Lila. Their daughter
Kate, now a member of the
lHouse of Representatives,
moved back to Cyprus in 1951.

Clerides played an active
role in the four-year Eoka
struggle in the latc 1950s
against Dritish colonial rule

and was among the | rs o
defend Eoka fighters in court.
lie has held a serics of
high-profile positions in a long
political carcer, including a
stint as Minfster of Justice in
the country's lirst transitional
E;ernmn[ in 1960, followed
a |6-year posting as presi-
dent of the
Representilives.
In this capacily, he scrved
many times as acting president
of the republic in the absence
of the late Archbishop
Makarios, who had taken
Cyprus to independence in
1961. DBetween 1968 and
1976, he was the Greek
Cypriot ncgotiator in peace
talks with the Turkish Cypriot
Iaders! : et
In July 1974, in the wake of
the coup thal forced Makarios
into exile, Clerides took over
as acting president. Makarios
returned in December of the
same ycar and resumed his
dutics as president of a divided

House of

Clerides is former presi-
dent of the Cyprus Red Cross
and was also awarded the Gold
Medal of the Order of the Holy
Scpulchre by Pope John XXIIl
for his services to the Roman
Catholic Church in Cyprus.

— GEMINI NEWS

ANNIE CHARALAMBOUS is
a Cypriol journalist based In
Nicosia.

Act Together to Ease Largest Food Relief
Mercedes Sayagues writes from Harare

Regional cooperation has been given a boost. When
warned of the impending crisis in Malawi, southern
African countries loaned grains and gave priority to

Malawi-bound shipments
overtook Durban in June.
Between April and Deccember,
Beira received ncarly 900,000
tons of drought-related com-
modities; Durban ranked sec-
ond with 847,200 tons and
Maputo third with 735,600.
However, congestion at DBeira
translates into berthing dclays
of up to three weeks at peak
times. Maputo nlso has chronic
congestion.

More than 85 per cent of
the flows into landlocked
countries have been by rail
Slightly less than hall of the
imports for Zimbabwe [rom

Beira moved by road and virtu-

ally all shipments for Malawi
have been transhipped [rom

rail to road near Harare or at
Mbeya in Tanzania. '

The link connecting the
South African railway system
with the national railways of
Zimbabwe at Beitbridge has
been the most utilised, having
carrfed 37 per cent of total
drought-related imports to
date for Zambia, Zimbabwc and
Malawi.

Despite the huge additional
demand (close to 3.5 million
tons more than a normal year)
placed on the regional trans-
port system, it has coped very
well except for minor bottle-
necks such as low offtake on
Tazara rail [northern corri-
dor), lack of locomotives along
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the Beira corridor and occa-
sional bunching of trains at
Beithbridge (southern corri-
dor). The good performance is
mainly due to large invest-
ments in the improvement of
infrastructure and training of
transport professionals during
the 1980s.

The LAC has obtained funds
from donors to eliminate
transport bottlenecks. The LAC
has made it possible to buy,
lease or borrow equipment; in-
stall communication and sig-
nalling systems; repair rail
wagons and tracks; buy stack-
ing machines, ‘weighing scalcs
tarpaulins, radios and faxcs
and to repair and maintain
roads and bridges.

The LAC jtself is a unique
cooperative mechanism link-
ing different agencics with a
common goal, namely, to bri
aid to the needy and ward t;ﬁ
the cflects of a cruel drought

on the regional economies.
The wecekly shipping bul-
letin issued by the LAC con-
tains up-to-date, detailed in-
formation on all drought-re- -
lated shipments [commodities,
volume, destination port, ar-
rival and discharge dates, etc.).
Obtaining, checking and collat-
ing this vast amount of infor-_
mation (more than 1,000 con-
signments with 25,000 infor-
mation elements) is a ‘major
undertaking that involves daily
conlact with ports, railways,

shiﬁl‘::crs and donors, -
‘glonal coopceration has

also becn given a boost — the
very ideca behind the new re-
glonal goal ol cconomic inte-
gration. For cxample, when
warncd by LAC ol the impend-
ing crisis in Malawi, Southern
African counlrics agreed to
give priorily Lo Malawi-bound
shipment and to loan Malawi
grain from buili-up rcserves.

— Depthnews Asia
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because he Is no more can
kcep himself a pure natural
creature.

It is true, the¢ gucst birds
consume our fready-made
crops, but it is we who turned
their natural sources of foed
into our food sources. So we
have nothing bul permitting
them to share with our food
for the sake of balance in na-
ture — breakup of which may
endanger the life of omnivore

. man as well.

Tasmim Siddigul {nature
lover)

Aung San Suu Kyi

Sir, We extend our moral
support to the call made by
cight Nobel laureates including
South African Archbishop

Desmond Tutu and former

Costa Ricai. Presidenl Oscar
Arias to free Burma's pro-
democracy lcader Aung San
Suu Kyl who has been detained
since July 1989 by the
Burmese junta.

We sincerely hope thal the
Burmese authorities will im-
mediate.y free the delained
leader Suu Kyi in the greater
interest and wecllare of the
Burmese people.

M Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka

HBFC loans

Sir, Of late House Building
Finance Corporation [HBFC})
has started issuing [resh loans
to the applicants after a sus-
pension for three years.

Amount of new loans is in-

creased to Taka 12 lakh from

10 lakh. The rate ol cost per
square feet is also increased
and the period of repayment of
loans |s decreased to 1B years
from 30 years. But it is unfor-
lunate that those who submit-
ted their applications before
the date of fixation of new
rates, are given fresh loans at
the old rates and for them the
maximum limit is Taka ten
lakh, the old limit being con-
sidcred,

Old rates and limits are
considered for them on the
plea that the applicants earlier
submitted applications on the
basis of the old rates and limit.
But it is unfertunate that the
construction will -now have to
be made according to the pre-
scnt market prices of materi-
als and labour. Moreover, when
old rates are considered, the
limit of new period of payment

C MRS w —— e

l.e. 1B years instead of 30

is preferred. How? This dis-
criminatory attitude towards
the old applicants should be
given up by the authority and
both the old and new groups of
applicants should be treated
equally’ because beth the
groups will now enjoy the
fresh loans to meet the pre-

sent market cost of materials
and labour,

Minister for Finance, Govt
of Bangladesh and HBFC
Authority are requested to
kindly take immediate steps to
remove the discrimination and
revise of loans at new
rates to the applicants whose
loans are sanctioned recently
of old raies and who have neot
yet taken the Ist cheque and
have not mortgaged their
lands.

Some applicanits



