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Janata Tower Case

'JPL incorporated with RJSC

The Special 's Court
trying former tH M
Ershad, his wife B:J::
Raushan Ershad and 18

tn the Janata Tower Casec’

recorded the deposi
tion ol Lu prosecution wit:
nesses raising the number of
PWs cross examined so far to
14, report BSS.

The itions and cross
examinations of two of them
were recorded by Additional
Sessions and Special
Judge Md Ansaruddin Sikder.
Yesterday's witnesses — all

of the office of the
Registrar of Joint Stock
Company (RJSC) were not ear-
licr named in the chargesheet
of this Special Case 11 of
1992.

it was revealed in the court

yesterday that Raushan Ara

m alias Begum Raushan
Er , Chairman of Janata
Publishers Limited (JPL) had
the company JPL rated
with RJSC shown 49
Kawran Bazar Commercial Arca
(KCA) as its registered office
before the company actually
purchased the land,

Syed Md Mohsin, Inspector
of RISC and PW-12 during de-
position yesterday informed
the court that his office re-
ceived an application from JPL
on 19.10.1989 showing 49
KCA as its registered office. He
further said Mrs Raushan Ara
Begum as Chairman of JPL
later submitted all relevant pa-
pers required within the
[ramework of company law.
Her prayer was granted and
JPL was inco as a pri-
vate company on 25.10.1989,
Mohsin said.

According to documentary
cvidence made available to the
court earlier, Shahinoor Islam

and two others, the allotees of
RAJUK/DIT (as affected per-
sons) plot No 49 KCA made
and application on 24.10.1989
secking permission to transfer
their land (plot 49 KCAJ). The
transfer prayer was

en the same day. plot
measuring 12 katha on which
multj-sioried Janata Tower
was built later was sold to JPL
on 2.11.1989, PW-10 Abdur
Rahman Bhutyan, Directlor, es-
tate RAJUK/DIT testified ear-
lier.

The allotees after paying
transfer fee of Taka 3,30,000,
sold the plot to JPL at Taka
33,00,000 on 2.11.1989, the
court heard earlier.

The court further heard
that only two days after the
transaction of land to JPL, a
prayer was submitted en behalf
of Janata Publisher Limited to
execute mutation of the plot in
favour of company Chairman
Raushan Ershad. The permis-
sion for mutation was granted
the following day (5.11.1989),
deposition made earlier said,

The witness (Mohsin) while
reading out the particulars of
the directors said the address
of Raushan Ara Begum was
shown as B2 Gangadas Guha
Road, Dhaka in the memoran-
dum of association. However,
during gross examination,
Sharfuddin Ahmed Mukul, de-
fence counsel of Begum
Raushan Ershad submitted the
court that it was a mistake and
added that in all other corre-

“ spondences, the address was
shown to be in Mymensingh.

The court yesterday wit-
nessed nearly an hour of in-
tense debate on a point of law
that arose when 1he Attorney
General Aminul Hag posed a
question o Mohsin. After pro-

gality

before purchasing land'

longed deliberation, the
Attor General who earlier
insisted to record the ques-
tion, withdrew thereby bring-
ing an end to a legal tussie.

Besides the Attorneys of
Ershad, the defence counsels
eof former Jute Minister M A
Sattar and former RAJUK
Chairman M Rahmatullah
joined in the debate.

Attorney General at one
stage of the deposition, asked
the witness whether "he came
to know who was the owner of
the company.”

All the defende counsels
both separately and jointly
demanded hearing on the le-
of asking such question
which, they opined, was con-
trary to Evidence Act. Delore

scithing the tssue, there should
not be any deposition or cross
cxamination.

After the Atlorney General
withdrew his question and ex
pressed sorrow for harming
court's time, the Judge dis-
carded defence counsels de-
mands.

Sharfuddin Ahmed Mukul,
defence counsel for Begum
Raushan Ershad pointed out
some lapses of RJSC ¢
showed through cross exami-
nation that JPL which received
NOC [or floating the company

had its address at 7
Mymensingh Road, Dhaka, but
when {t was incorporated

there was no address at all.

As for address of Begum
Raushan Ershad showing il lo
be in Dhaka, Mukul said it was
inadvertently done and added
correction was made later,

At the outset of the pro-
cecedings, two pelitions werce
filed on behall of two accused
who failed to appear.

BSFIC: Poor response
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lextile mills employees and to
the railway workers.

The retirement option
ofiered the normal gratuity,
provident fund and leave
preparatory te retirement
(LPR) benefits to those emplo-
yees who have completed 25
years of service.

In addition, the option

The move to reduce the
excess man r comes in
the backdrop of continuing
loases in the sector. The
accumulated in the 16
at taka 218

officers, 14,926 cmployees
and 9,119 workers cniployed
in the sugar mills.

Observers pointed out that

the measures may not be

enough to salvage the sugar

industry. Locally produced sugar
is facing stiff competition [rom
cheaper smuggled and impor-
ted sugar in the local market.

_ The Ministry of Industrics
is also contemplating scpara-
ting some 9,500 employees
attached to cane production,
procurement and lransporta-
tion.

Reduction of the 2238

employees involved in the cane

development programme may
result in an abrupt fall in the
annual cane yield, experts

pointed out.

According to the Manage-
ment Information stem
(MIS] data of the Corporation
the annual iture of the
cane development programme
is taka 16 crore. :

Considering that an average
of the two lakh tons of sugar is
produced annually, the cost of
cane development activities
per kilogram of sugar produc-
ed stood at Taka 0.84 only out
of a production cost of Taka 28
per kilogram.

Thus, the experts pointed
out, reduction of this work-
force would not help much to
reduce the production cost of
the mills, rather the annual
cane yield was likely to suffer

as a consequence.

Consultative body

to solve teachers'
problems likely
The

government will con-
sider ‘formation of a consulta-
tive committee to solve the
problems of the teachers of
government and non-govern-
ment schools and colleges, re-
posts UNS.

The assurance camc from
Education Minister Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar when lead-

ers of the National Fedcration
of Teachers' Associations

[NFTA] and Teachers Asso-
ﬁ‘:ﬁn Olkya Front met him at
Leaders of the :lnchunnl
the minister of var{-*

ous problems facing govern-
ment and non-government
school and college tcachers.
The Education Minister gave

patient hearing to the prob-
lems 4

He u the teachers to

nment side
Members of Parliament Ra-
hima Khondaker, Shamsun-
nahar Ahmed and Prof Lut-
funnesa Hossain and Additional
Secretary of the Ministry
Khudeza Azam were present.
Among the teachers who
represented the associations
in the meeting were Secc-
retary-General of NFTA, Sec-
-General of sh
Teachers Association, Pre-
sident of Bangladesh Govern-
ment College Teachers Asso-
clation, Secretary-General and
President of Bangladesh Shi-
kkhak Samity, President of
Hangladesh crnment Pri-

One killed, 30 hurt
as fishermen

clash in Habigan;

HABIGANJ, Feb 27: A fish-
erman was killed and 30 peo-
ple were injured in a clash be-
tween fishermen and their ri-
vals near Imambari Bazar in
Nabiganj thana today (Satur-
day), reports UNB.

Witnesses said Setu Mia
(25) of village Chargaon died

on the spot residents of
Trimodpur, hpur and
Sandalpul villages clashed with

the fishermen to prevent them

from entering the market this -

alternoon.

Some 16 houses of fisher-
men in Chargaon area were set
ablaze during the clash that
continued for about an hour.

The clash reportedly took
place as a sequel to an altetca-
tion between one Abdul Matin
and fisherman Abdul Jalil over

repayment of loan money on

- Mitford Hospital
Director

assaulted

A group of class four em-
ployees of Mitford Hospital
yesterday assaulted the Dire-
ctor of the Hospital over
appointment of some employ-
ces, reports UNB.

Hospital sources said, a
group of employees led by
Siddgque Ahmed attacked Dr
Fazlur Rahman, Director of the

" Hospital at the hospital
premiises.,

that the au-
thority recently appointed

eight employees illegally tak-
ing bribe.

Kohl in Tokyo
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Bonn was ready "to work to-
gether to bring about a solu-
tion" of the Kurils row.

in a speech at Sophia
University in Tokyo, where he
was given an honorary doctor-
ate, Kohl said Japan, its
cconomic clout, should "take

part in western cfforts aimed
at contributing to the success
of reforms™ not only in the
former Soviet Union, but also
central, eastern and southeast
Europe.

During his press confer-
ence, Kohl cited the need to
reinforce the role of the
United Nations in the post-
Cold War era, but he stopped
short of pressing for a perma-
nent Security Council seat for
Japan and Germany.

"We adopted a restrained
approach because we have a
number of other problems,” he
said.

Kohl said one of the con-
crete results of his meeting
with Miyazawa was a proposal
— apparently accepted by the
Prime minister — to creale a
‘council of cooperation’ on
high technology and research.

The council would include
private enterprise [rom Ger-
many and Japan, and join a
'dialogue forum' bringing to-
gether 49 Japanese and Ger-
many business and political
leaders.

The forum was officially
launched today and will hold
its first meeting in Berlin on
March 11-12.

7 killed
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. DMCIH.

The accident occurred in
front of ~ the Naval
Headquarters when the driver
of the wooden bodied bus
(Rangamati Ba 2151) lost his
control on steering and hit the
private car (Dhaka Ga 1947).
~ Police seized the vehicles,
but the driver of the bus man-
aged to escape.

UNB adds: Two ple were
killed and four injured, three
critically, when a fertilizer-
loaded truck crashed into a
roadside ditch from a bridge
on the Khulna-Jhenidah high-

yesterday.

The dead were identified
as Abdus Sattar (35), a fish
trader of a Farashpur in
Kaliganj thana, and Nazrul
Islam (40), the helper of the
truck who hailed from
Kanchannagar arca of the dis-
trict town.

Police and hospital sources
sald the accident occurred
when the driver of the
Jhenidah-bound truck from
Khulna lost control. The truck
hit and smashed the rafling of
the bridge near village
Bujidanga Mundia and tumbled
down at about 3:30 pm.

Police said the truck was
totally smashed.

Critically injured Obaidur
Rahman and Ruhul were ad-
mitted to the Sadar Hospital
and Khokon at Kaligan] Thana
Health Complex. Another in-
jured, Narayan, was released
after first aid.

The bodies were sent to
the sadar hospital for autopsy.
A case was [jled with Kaliganj
police.
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A vendor selling caged pets on a city Eih‘.‘tl. “

4 arrested under
Anti-terrorism
Act in City

Police have arrested four
persons under the Anti-terror-
ism Act for various criminal ac-

i | tivities in the city, reports
| BSS.
Motifheel police on Friday

-~ | arrested one Bittya, Ropon and

| Qamrul Hassan from near
| Shanttbagh Jame Masjid. A po

.4 | | lece press release said that
1 | these

youths armed with

deadly weapons went to the
house ol one Karzi Fazlul Karim

7 land demanded Tk 50,000

i

—Star photo
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dments enshrined in the Joint
Declaration and meetl the
constitutional obligation on the
parliament secretariat.

Menon's bill, moved in the
first session of parliament has
already been scrutinised by the
concerned parliamentary com-
mittee,

The proposed law said that
any quarter trying to usurp
state power by unconstitutional
means should be condemned
‘guilty of high treason’ and also
sought ‘effective measures to
check and eliminate all sorts
of communalism' is awaiting
the presidential permission to
be in the House for dis-
cussion. ;

On the fate of his bill,
Rashed Khan Menon told The
Daily Star yesterday that the
delay reflected the ruling
party's lack of '‘political will' to
fulfil its commitment.

Salauddin Yusufl moved his
bill July 18 last year seeking
amendment to 5 Articles of
the Constitution. An eleven-
member Special Parliamen

| Committee headed by the Law

and Justice Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz was formed to
scrutinise the bill a week later.

The bill specifically sought
that 'the control {including the
power of posting, promotion
and grant of leave) and disci-
pline of persons employed in
the judicial service and magis-
trates exercising judicial func-
tions’ be 'vest with the Supre-
me Court of the country'.

This power, according to
the Constitation, is now vested
basically with the President
who is however, bound to ex-
ercise the power in consulta-
tion with the Supreme Court.

Presently, 'appointments of
persons to offices in the judi-
cial service or as magistrates
exercising judicial functions
are made by the President in
accordance with rules made by
him in Lthat behalf’

According to a proposcd
amendment to this Article, the

| appointments would be made

by he President 'on the rec-
ommendation of the Supremc
Court of the country’'.

The special committee on
the proposed law had met six
times since its inception 17
months ago but was yct to
reach a consensus.

Salauddin Yusul, mover ol
the bill, while giving his reac-
tion over the delay, told The
Daily Star last night that the
dilly-dallying would not help
consolidate parliamentary

democracy.

The draft of the parliament
secretariat bill was finalised by
the nine-member Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Privileges of Parliament Mem-
bers headed by the Speaker
January 30, 1992,

Parliament was in favour of
the law following a lengthy
discussion on the i{ssue in the
House October 13, 1991.

According to the schedule
of the proposed law, Lthe secre-
tariat comprising a total of 76
posts would be accommodating
more than 100 staff mc¢mbers
inclhading one chief sceretary,
one additional secrelary, onc
joint secretary and one deputy
secrelary.

If passed the law would
make provisions fur the Spea-
ker, the Deputy Speaker, the
Deputy Leader of the House,
the Leader of the Opposition,

the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, the Chiefl Whip of
Parlfament and the Whips of

3 proposed laws

Parliament to have Lheir per
sonal secrelaries and assislant
personal secretaries to help
them discharge their respons-
ibilitics smoothly.

The authority to appoint the
class one officials of the secre-
tariat would be vested in the
Speaker while the Secretary of
the ParHament Secretariat
would appoint other officials
under the provisions made by
the Speaker.

Head ol the secretariat, the
Speaker would be accountable
to Parbament.

According to official sour-
ces, many donor agencies,
including the Asia Foundation,
have already cxpressed their
intentions to extend financial
assistance 1o help implement
the project

The leading MPs belonging
to both the Treasury Bench
and the opposition had in the
meanlime repeatedly de-
manded that the bill be moved
in the House in previous ses-
sions of parliament. They said
that the setting up of the par-
liament secretariat would defi-
nitely contribute to the effec-
tive functioning of parliamen-
tary democracy.

But despite the Law
Minister's repeated assurances
in the House earlier, the Law

Ministry was yet to release the
bill.

Shajahan Siraj MP of the
Jaliya Samajtanrik Dal (JSD),
who is also a member of the
Privilege Committee, told the
House last week that indeci-
sion of the government in
moving the bill tantamounted

‘to its ‘Insincerity’.

Political analysts are of the
opinion that all the three bills
should come to parliament
soon for approval of the House
to give parliamentary democ-
racy a firm footing.

CPB hardliners
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the Central Committee meet-
ing on Sunday.

Meanwhile, 24 central
members took part in the
delibaration on the second day
of the meeting which, insiders
said, heading for a majority
resolution in favour of the
party's transformation.

Sixteen of the 24 spoke in
favour of reform including
formation of a new party, while
nine opposed the transforma-
tion.

The resolution suggesting
reform means split of the
as Lhe hardliners took a firm
stand (o uphold communism
and asked the reformists to
uit the party.

Insiders said that the hard-
liners Saturday accused the re-
formists of betrayal with the
party ideals and reiterated that
the Central Committee had no
right to dissolve the party.

On the other hand, the
transformists categorically said
that socialism failed in
Bangladesh and they had to
find out new ways to reach the
goal of peoples welfare.

Sixty-five members of the
75-member commiitee were
present at the second day's
meeting.

In a related development
the 15-member presidium of
the party held a separate
meeting Saturday in a bid to
avoid the split and opt for
peaceful co-existence.

The Presidium will also
meet today (Sunday) but
chances are bleak for any posi-
tive outeome, observers noted.

| t money these youths beat the

Being failed to extort the
son, Karim and snatched the
son's wristwatch and a gold
chain.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and ar-
rested the three youths. They
also recovered onec buliet from
one of them.

Police later [iled cascs
against the youths under the
Arms Act and the Anti-terror-
ism Act, press release said

Dhanmandi thana police on

{ Friday arrested one Moham

mad Jalfl (25) for alleged
terrorism in the New Super
Market. Police said Jalil, along
with few others, had snatched

away Tk 1000 f[rom the

market. N

80 more Rohingyas
back home

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 27: Some
eighty Rohingya refugees today
voluntarily went back lo theiwr
homes in Myanmar through
three transit camps at Teknaf
hcere today, offictal sources
said, reports BSS.

This was the 30th batch of
Rohingyas to be repatriated.

The total number of repa-
triated persons now stands at
21.725. The UNHCR represen-
tatives and Bangladesh officials
saw the refugees ofl at
Noyapara-2, Jummapara and
| Hongikhali transit camps at
the time of their repatriation.

About 13,000 refugees are
now awailing repatriation at
the three Llransit camps, the
sources said,

Diarrhoea
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sick in those districts since
the disease broke out in
January, according to the offi-
‘cial records but the unofficial
figures of death and sick peo-
ple were much higher than

that of the official count.
Meanwhile, the situation in

+ Dhaka and Narayanganj re

mained unchanged with more
patients admitted to the
ICDDR.B and other hospitals.

So [ar 4,884 people fell sick
in Dhaka and 744 in
Narayanganj town since middle
of the month,

The health officials at-
tributed sudden change in
temperature and drinking of
contaminated water for the
latest spurt of the disease.

Editorial on page 4
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The Midnight File

in clash with UN troops

MOGADISHU, Feb 27: Three Somali militiamen were
killed and two US soldiers slightly wounded in separate at-
tacks on the UN multi-national force here, military spokes-

mien said today, reports AFP.

Coffee shop blast
kills 4 in Cairo

CAIRO, Feb 27: A crude bomb packed with steel nails to

maim and kill exploded In a crowded Cairo coffee shop and
killed a Swede, a Turk and two Egyptians, authorities said

Saturday. At least 18 people, among

mﬂlm,m

inmjured in the Friday night explosion. Security sources said
Muslim extremisis were suspected of the bombing though an
Interior Ministry statement did not place blame, reports AP

Armedmen attack

Ittefag employee

Our DMCH

Correspondent

An advertisement assistant
of The Daily Ittefaqg was seri-
ously injured Saturday morning
when some unidentified
youngmen assaulted him with a
chapat!’ (sharp knife) on the
second floor of the daily.

He was admitted to DMCH

None was however, arrested
in this connection.

Another reports adds: A
body of an unidentified male,
45, was recovered Saturday
from under the Gabtali Bridge
in the city.

The body was wrapped in a

mal and bore several stab
marks.

It was sent to DMCH for
autlopsy.

According to another re-
port, three muggers were
scvercly bealen up Saturday
when they tried 1o rob an au-
torickshaw passengers at
Mirpur, Section 13 at 2 pm!

The muggers were identi-
fird as Faruq, Sohel and
Rumel. They have been admit-
ted to the DMCH.

Alleged Kkiller of
Shamsuzzoha

arrested

Police nabbed one of the
fugitives accused of killing
Chhatra League (M-I) leader
Shamsuzzoha of Bogra from
Neelkhet in the city Friday
night, reports UNB.

The pro-Awami League BCL
leader was killed allegedly by
the activisis of Islami Chhatra
Shibir in a clash with the All-
Party Student Unity (APSU)
supporters in Nandigram thana
of Bogra district last Tuesday.

A special squad of plain-
cloth police arrested Moha-
mmad Moshral Hossain (23)
from Neelkhet. Legal aclion is

being taken against the
accused, said a DMP press re-

Rao
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have often clashed

Muslims.,

When the BJP scheduled a
massive rally near parliament
on Thursday, the prime minis-
ter banned it and ordered po-

lice and soldicrs to prevent
the assembly

Since then. ma le
have criticized lhtmﬂs;ur for
hold a banned rally at a
time of heavy communal ten-
sion in India, and praised Rao
for stopping it peacefully.

To embarrass Singh ana
push him back into line, Rao
moved Singh's seat in Par-
llament two places away from
his own, the¢ Ploneer news-
paper reported Saturday.

Rao also has BJP
criticism for banning the rally,
even though its irate legisia-
lors have jorced parllament to
adjourn all week refusing to
stop screaming in houses.

The heated political atmo-
sphere may it more dif-
ficult for the government to
ncgotiate passage of its budget,
which Finance Minister
Manmohan Singh introduces
in parlament later Saturday.

Jute
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ously think about market pro-
motion. They feel that cllorts
should be taken to strengthen
market in the CIS and African
countries. .

Out of the total world im-
port of 8.70 lakh tons in 1991,
the CIS countries imported

with

1.20 lakh tons while the
Alrican countries imported
58,000 tons.

The concerned sources feel
that a Taka 200 crore credit
fund should be set up for sell-
ing jute goods to these coun-
tries facing foreign currency
shortage,

At the same time the jute
industry people feel that there
should be a "realistic rate of
exchange” of Taka with Dollar
to compete with Indian export.
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