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Kiwi allrounder Dipak Patel (c) mishits a Merv Hughes delivery to be caught by Craig
McDermott during the third day's play of the first Test against Australia in Christchurch
yesterday. The Kiwis are on the brink of an 1nn1ngs defeat.

— AFP photo

Kiwis stare at innings defeat

CHRISTCHURCH,
New Zealand, Feb
27: New Zealand,
at 37 for three-at
the end of the
third day today
after following on
303 behind Australia’s 485,
will have to bat most of the last
two days to save the first Test,
reports Reulter.

New Zealand started the
day at 30 for two and werc
dismissed in their first innings
for 182 with all the Australian
front-line bowlers contributing
to the Kiwis' demise.

New Zealand have their last
two specialist batsmen at the
wicket, with captain Martin
Crowe on [ive and Ken
Rutherford on four.

Fired-up fast bowlers Merv
Hughes and Craig McDermott
set the New Zealand second
innings off to a disastrous start
shortly after the tea break.

Mark Greatbatch was taken
» neatly by Paul Reiffel at short
square leg from a sharply ris-
ing Hughes snorter before a
run was on the board,

Andrew Jones, like
Greatbatch, cempleted a dou-
ble failure when he flicked a
sharp, low catch to Allan
Border at third u'ltp off
McDermott. -

Wn s next over McDﬁrnti
bowled John Wright from an
inside edge for 14 to have New
Zealand reeling at three for 24.

"We've let ourselves down.
We really haven't got off the
canvas from the first session,”
Crowe told a news conference.

He said New Zealand had an
opportunity to centrol the
game when they won the toss
but had surrendered the psy-
chological edge. But he added
that it was possible te salvage
the game.

"We'll hold on to that hope.
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ght was one of the few

New Z-:aland batsmen to defy
Australia in the first innings.

In a four-and-a-half hour

struggle he made 39 before he

was given out leg before to

Shane Wame.
Wirnt who ended with

three for 23 from 12 overs, in-
cluding seven maidens from
his first seven, looked as

though he would be the danger

K RUTHERFORD... 57
man in the second innings on
a wicket increasingly taking
spin.. None of the balsmun
looked comfortable against

hm!lh: bowled Rutherfo 1!
dround his legs. tosget rid
the only other real danger p
sented to the Australians |
the first innings.

Rutherford batted beau.
fully in an 81-ball innings r
57, He hit eight fours and tw

sixes. one a back-foot dﬂvﬁ
over extira COVeEer 0

McDermott and the other a
hook off Hughes to bring up
his half century.

Dipak Patel hit out for 35
but Reigicl, Hughes and Wame
quickly mopped up the tail

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard on the third day

of the first cricket Test be
tween Australia and . New
Zealand at Lancaster Park lo-

AUSTRALIA: First innings

485

NEW ZEALAND: First in-
nings
M Greatbatch ¢ Healy b
McDermott 4
J Wright Ibw b Warne 39

A Jones Ibw b McDermott B
M Crowe c Taylor b Hughes 15
K Rutherford b Warne 57
C Caims ¢ Boon b McDermottO
A Parore ¢ Boon b Reiflel 6

D Patel ¢ McDermott b
Hughes 35
M Su'a c Healy b Reiffel 0
D Morrison not out 4
M Owens Ibw b Wame 0
Extras: (w-4, Ib-4, nb-4, b-2) 14
Total: 182

Fall‘of wickets: 1-4; 2-18;

3-53: 4-124: 5-128: 6-138: 7-
150: B-152; 9-181.

Bowling: 0 H R W
McDermott 21 73 3
Hughes 21 ln 4 2
Reiffel 18 8 27 2
S Waugh 4 2 9 0
Wame 22 12 23 3
NEW ZEALAND: Sccond in-
nings
M Greatbatch ¢ Reiflel b
Hughes 0
J Wright b McDermott 14
A Jones ¢ Border b
McDermott 10
M Crowe not out 5
K Rutherford not out 4
Extras: [nb-3, Ib-1] 4

Total: {for three wickets) 37
To bat: C Cairnes, A Parore,
D Patel, M Su’'a, D Morrison, M

Owens

Fall of wickets: 1-0: 2-19;
3-24
Bowling: O M R W
Hughes 6 3 12 1
McDermott 9 5 11 2
Reiflel 5 2 13 0
S Waugh 2 2 0

AgaSSI blasts Sanchez off court

hﬂmm* F:h :t’?.
Andre i us-
ed punishing gro-
und strokes o
roll over Spain's
Emilio Sanchez

6 1, 6-1 on Friday to advance
to Lhe semifinals of the
3,.00,000 Scotlsdale tennis

championships, reporis
Reuter. .

Third-seed Malivai
Wdshingion of the United

States, had two chances to win

the Spaniard. of those

"] played good, as well as [ "Techn l;ht maich was
needed to. " m.'l .,._-',d o over, I.I.'ﬂ ﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂ i klt tl“ um-
never let him into the match. | pire ""ﬂ'.lu'd to call a let when
did everything | needed to do he hadn't said for the
and did it well.” first two hours of the match. It

Washingion, 23, had a one-
sl lead and was serving at 5-
4, 40-15.

He wasted the first match
point with a double-fault, but
appeared to end the match
when Woodforde's forchand
scrvice return was long.

was just onc of those things.”
Washington said it wasn't
Woodforde's game that cost
him, rather his own.
I think | hurt myself more
than

it away,” Washington said.
“In the third set | just kept

Gavaskar greets
Border

BANGALORE, India, Feb 27:
Sunil Gavaskar sent a congratu-
latory telegram to Allan Border
on Friday after the Australian
captain had broken his record
as the highest run scorer in
Test history, reports Reuter.

Border scored B8 in the
[irst Test against:New Zealand
to take his tally of Test runs to
10,161, Gavaskar hit 10,122,

Gavaskar, the former Indian
opener, said of Border: "He is a
cricketer after my own heart
and has shown right through
his career what a good crick-
eter should be.”

"Now he has gone past the
mark I hope he will in turn get
a target that will not only test
but bring out the best in those

aspiring to go past him." :
Lineker fined for
reckless driving

LONDON, Feb 27: Soccer
player Gary Lineker was fined
100 pounds (142 dollars) by a
British court on Friday for
carcless driving after knocking
down a motorcyclist, reports
Reuter.

The former Tottenham
Hotspur and England striker,
who left Britain last week for a
new career in Japan, pleaded
guilty by lctter to driving with-
out due care and attention
when he suddenly pulled to
the right and hit the motorcy-
clist in central London last
September.

"True to his reputation for

| fair play Mr Lineker assisted

the list to his feet and pro-
vid him with his mobile
phone to call the police and an
ambulance,” the prosecuting
attorney told the court.

The motorcyclist suffered
cuts to his wrists and hands
and his bike was extensively
damaged. Lineker was also
ordered to pay 25 pounds (35
dollars) costs.

[ineker backs
Manchester bid

TOKYO, Feb 27: Japan's
most famous soccer import,
Britain's Gary Lincker, gave his
support on Friday to
Manchester's bid to host the
Olympics in 2000, reports
Reuter,

Lineker joined British am-
bassador Sir John Boyd in pre-
senting the city's submission
document to two Japanesc
members of the International
Olympic Committee, which
will vote on the site of the
game on September 23.

Boyd n.nll:l construction be-
gan in January on a national
cycling centre and a new gym-
nastics arena. If Manchester is
selected a national Olympic
stadfum will be built, he

Manchester faces fierce
competition from Beijing,
Sydney and Berlin.

"The people of Manchester
are very friendly”, Lincker said.
"Manchester is a very sporting
city, with two famous soccer
teams.”

Lineker arrtved in Japan
last Saturday to join his new
tcam Crampus Eight in the
central city of Nagoya, one of
10 clubs thal'. will compete in
the country's new professional
soccer league that begins In

May.

Jarryd ambushes
Ivanisevic

ROTTERDAM, Feb 27
Anders Jarryd, who knocked
Boris Becker out of last
month's Australian Open,
claimed another prize scalp on
Friday when he beat injury-hit

" wondered if his
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Argentme soccer 1dul Ehegu Maradnna gets into
from Buenos Aires on

Seville airport, arriving

h1s car with his daughter 1n the backseat at
February 26 after playing for the Argentine

.....

national side on Februar_v,r 24. Maradona was fined 3 m:!imn pesetas for playing for
Argentmn without FC Sevilla's permission.

BUENOS AIRES,
Argentina, Feb
27: Diego Mara-
dona's return to
Argentina’'s na-
tional team was
hailed by sports
writers Friday, but several
physical con-
ditioning {s up to the demand-
ing standards of international
competition, reports AP.

Writers for major Buenos
Aires dailies praised
Maradona's seclf-esteem, his
perfect assists and skillful ball
handling. But, for the first
time, they said his lack of
physical conditioning is slow-
ing the team.

Friday's commentary fol-
lowed statements earlier this
week by officlals at his Spanish
club Sevilla that his recent an-
tics regarding the national
team and his departures to
play for Argentina may hurt his
future at the club. Maradona
was originally scheduled to
meet with club officials Friday
but that was postponed to
Saturday.

Maradona returned to the
national team after a 30-month
absence to help Argentina earn
a -1 draw on Feb. 17 in a
match t& mark the 100th an-
niversary of the Argentine fed-
eration.

He returned a week later to
lift Argentina to another 1-1
draw, this one with European
champion Denmark, a match

Argentina eventually prevailed
5-4 on penalties to win the
Artemio Franchi Cup.

"ls Maradona
best?”,

still the
asked La Nacion in a
story that shared
headlines about the
political crisis in Italy and a lo-
cal case of massive poisoning
with adulterated wine,

“The doors are open for the
return of Fernando Redondo,
who was unable to play the
(Brazil and Denmark} matches
because of «n injury, and he
might well become the most
important Argentine player” in
the 1994 World Cup in the
United States.

Redondo is a striker for
Spanish First-Division club
Tenerife.

"The fact that Maradona is
32 years old cannot be ig-
nored. He no longer shows
those brief bursts of speed that
left opponents behind,” La
Nacion said.

Clarin, another major daily,
said "no one can doubt
Maradona's matchless skill
with the ball, even at 32. But
his physical condition is not
the best, he cannot develop
that burst of speed alter a
dodge that made him unique.”

“Hf the ‘bedl is always passed
to Maradona, the team's attack
loses speed and the capacity to
catch the opponent by sur-
prise,” Clarin said,

Maradona returned to play
last September for Spanish

— AFP photo

Oplmon split on Maradona's future

club Sevilla after 18 months of
inactivity, including a 15-
month suspension for failing a
drug test when he played for
Napoli in the Italian league.
According to a poll con-
ducted by local news agency
Diarios Noticias among 39 for-
eign sportswriters who cov-
ered the Argentina-Denmark

match, Maradona, lflﬁ:ldc
Diego Simeone a

Gabriel Batistuta should be
"musts” in the Argentine
lineu

Rtlsnrrr:u-up were Fedondo,
back Oscar Ruggeri and for-
ward Claudio Caniggia.

All play for European teams
except Ruggeri, who plays in

1
Mﬂﬁ;ﬁﬂnal ma::h Alfio Basile

" dismissed the idea of letting

Maradona go.

"He s a luxury, a poet of
soccer, a prodigy,” Basile said.

And Maradona, who re-
turned late Thursday to Spain,
said, "before my comeback, I
said | was the 1,000th ranked
player. Now I'm ranked

?mﬂiﬂ this week, Sevilla
chairman Luis Curevas said he
was concermed about the atti-
tude of Maradona, who re-
turmed from the maftch
a day'latc and only be-'
fore the club's stheduled
league match against Logrones.
He played listlessly in a 2-0
loss and then left Monday for
the Denmark match I‘"Ithuul
informing the club.

Fernandez fends off Davenport

INDIAN WELLS,
California, Feb 27:
Top seeded Mary
Joe Fernandez of
the United States
used her expe-
rience to rally
pasl first-year pro Lindsay
Davenport of the United States
7-5, 6-2 in the quarterfinals of
the 375,000 Evert Cup on
Friday, re AP.

F‘ll:!rl:h -2.:1; Helena Sukova
of Czechoslovakia overpowered
a lacklustre third-seceded
Magdalena Maleeva of Bulgaria
6-1, 7-5 in a twice rain-de-
layed quarterfinal match at the
56-player, hard court tourna-
ment.

Fourth seeded Amanda

Coetzer of South Alrica de-
feated 11th seeded Nicole

Provis of Australia 6-4, 6-0,
and unseeded Stephanie
Rottier of the Netherlands
eliminated unseeded Miraim
Oremans of the Netherlands 6-
2, 6-3, in the other two quar-
terfinal matches.

In the semifinals today,
Fernandez faces Sukova, and
Coetzer plays Rottier.

The player field was diluted
the weekend before the tour-
nament began when Stefli Gral
of rmany and Jennifer
Capriati of the United States,
the event's would-be top to
seeds, both withdrew due to
pulled stomach muscles.

Fernandez, seventh in thu
world, played tentatively and
lost the first four games of her
quarter final match against
Davenport, the 16-year-old US

pen Junior champion who
turnu:l professional al the be-
ginning of the tournament.

Davenport, 99th in the
world, was serving for a 5-0
lead when Fernandez settled
into her game and mix-
ing up her shots, causing the
hard-hitting Davenport to start
making unforced errors.

Fernandez was able to rally
to win the first set and take
control of’ the second by
throwing Davenport's rhythm
with crop shots, lobs and short
angles that the lanky
Davenport had trouble han-
dling.

Maleeva, 15th in the world,
could not find an answer for
the barrage of powerful ground
strokes from the 16th-ranked
Sukova.

Maradona asks
for pardon

SEVILLE, Spain, Feb 27:
Argentine soccer superstar
Diego Maradona asked FC
Sevilla’s pardon Saturday for
recent antics that have led the
club to open disciplinary pro-
ceedings, the club president
said, reports AP.

Maradona and countryman
Diego Simeone met with
Sevilla managers to discuss the
club’'s investigation into the
players’ recent trips to
Argentina for natio team
games.

The players met with
Scvilla president Luis Cuervas,
who told the Spanish news
agency EFE that the investiga-
tor, Jose Ramon Cisneros,
would probably decide to level
fines in the case.

"They were notified of the
opening of an investigation,”
Cuervas told EFE. "Then in the
chat that took place he
(Maradona) told me that {f he
had annoyed the club, the
management or the club mem-
bers in some way, he asked for

n.
M The club ordered the mves-
tigation after Maradona and
Simeone returned late from
‘the Argentine national team's
game against Brazil earlier this
month, then returned to
Argentina without authoriza-

tion for a game against
Denmark. :

The team levelled an addi-
tional charge against Maradona
for disparaging com-
ments he made about Cuervas.

Sevilla bought Maradona's
contract from Napoli earlier
this season for dirs 7.5 million
after he ended 'a 15-month

drug suspension.
During his stay with Napoli
and prﬂtuullr with FC

Barcelona in Spain's First
Division, the ace striker an-
noyed colleagues by frequently
exténding his holidays.

Sanchez gets a

recall at last

MEXICO CITY, Feb 27:
Former soccer hero Hugo
Sanchez has been named to
Mexico's World Cup team for
the first time in seven years,

AP.

News of the 19-man selec-
tion by new coach Miguel
Mejia Baron led the front

of most Mexican sports
on Friday.

Thl: tl:l.'m enters the next

playofis for th: 1994

"l"um! Cugmm %
an said Mexico will play
Chile on March 23 and May 2.

Named to the squad along
with Sanchez were veterans of
the 1986 team such as Luis
Flores, Francisco Javier Cruz
and

MWE‘PT;MIH,I
forward, was Mexico's most
famed soccer star in the 1980s
and went on to star in
first with Atletico Madrid and
later with Real Madrid.

Mexico's disqualification
from the 1990 World Cup In
italy robbed him of a chance to

then.

A one-time scoring sensa-
tion, Sanchez tore up his knee
in 1991 and alter a ~ than-
upecun:hrmmmtnwﬂ
tion last season, was released

Real Madrid. He returned to

P for the Mexico City squad
America.

He is far from the league
leaders in goals scored.

Reluctance to use Sanchez
reportedly contributed to the
firing of Argentine Cesar Luis
Menotti as coach of the na-
tional team and his replace-

ment by Mejia Baron.
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