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Zaman — A Former Diplomat Translates
Turkish Poet into Bangla

by Nancy Wong

Some former diplomats write their memoirs,
often to the embarrassment of the government
they had once served. Some take up lecture
tours, often for a fat fee, as in the West. But a
substantial number, perhaps the majority, go on
retirement, :njoylni_li}m leisure they richly de-

serve, or so they th until leisure turns out to
be boredom.
Arshad-Uz Zaman belongs to a category en-

qu his own.
former diplomat who had also served as
Assistant Eecrm.:g General of the Organization

same proposition, whereupon Zaman decided to
have a look at it, and was “so charmed by it all”
that he became hooked on Emre's poetry and
decided to give the translation job a try.
Detailing the project, Zaman recounted: "The
Director-General of Bangla A.tademfl I_rrnvided
me with a good Bengali poet, Nurul Huda. He
and [ worked steadily for three months in my
home, me translating and he giving it the poetic
form. During this period we had numerous dis-
cussions and we finally made it.” Printed by
Bangla Academy press in high grade paper from

of Islamic Countrles (OIC) and is now a guest Turkey, the pages are decorated with Islamic
columnist of this r, Zaman is a lin- touches by the noted artist, en m Choudhury.
guist, well versed in French, Turkish and Urdu, It has turned out to be a work ol art!

not to y mtntl.iu]? Mn:::bﬂengalhi:l ;.:2

ish. reme er

‘?hllx;g:: ::u;uilngin it- Malraux' overwhelm-
selfl. What makes his ing support for the
achievement all the cause of the birth of
more significant is Bangladesh — for at
the former diplomat’s the age of 72, he seri-

latest H venture,
his translation of the
renowned l4th Cen-
tury Turkish poet, |
Yunus Emre's work |
into Bangla. :
For this literary |
exercise, he received
a from UNESCO
as part of the UN

ency's programme
f:':g d'g:laﬁng 1991,
the Yunus Emre Year.
He also translated the
famous French Writer,
Andre Malraux' book:
"La Temptation de
I'Occident” which
consists of an ex-
change of letters be-
tween two French and
Chinese men, dis-
cussing various facets
of their respective
cultures.

Yunus Emre is c:lcll;i:utﬁ:! r!';?t only Eurhl'::;
humanist a gnh to , for his poetry w
is stee l‘l;"lP fi mysticism and all It:yllbeml
ideas, but also for being the first literary figure
to write in pure Turkish. In the milicu ol his
age, poets used either Arabic or Persian as their
tools of communication owing to .the strong in-
fluences of these two dtsﬂnctbyculiurcﬂ. %
initiated the process of change by using not o
pure Turkish but also the language u’?ﬁ\e village
people of Anatolia from where he came. His po-
etry, both in content and form, thus struck a
common chord throughout his r,nunu?r and to
this very day, is taught to young school children
in Turkey.

In Zaman's opinion, his po-eu?r has universal
appeal for it stresses the love o hum.anit¥ and
God, breaks all religious barriers as it is Iree of
dogma and in its emphasis on the transitory na-
ture of earthly life, arouses decep pathos and
yearning for the eternal glory of something be-
yond material wealth.

There fs a striking similarity between Emre's

and the mystieal Baul songs ol ancient
Eengﬂw Both are filled with thoughis of beral
spiritualism and expressions ef desires for union
with the Creator. Such s are ecsiatic in

nature and transport the listener to an ethereal
lane.
d In fact, it was this characteristic which com-
lled Zaman to try his hand at translating
mre's works into Bangla when the Turkish am-
bassador, Ahmed Ermisoglu (a friend of Zaman
of 25 " stand casually s ted a year
. t he did the job in conjunction with
WESCG‘I celebration. Initially, he was hesitant,
as he had "no
However, a few

tensions of being a poet”.

later, when he visited the
Bangla 's Director General, he had a
copy of Emre's poetry on his table. He made the

volunteered to
}nin the liberation
orces in the 1971
war of independence.
Not really surprisi
considering that this
courageous writer-
philosopher had ac-
tively participated in
' the anti-Franco’
forces in Spain in the
1920s: and was also
art of the French
istance movement
during World War Il
Malraux was however
dissuaded from his
gallant offer by people

concerned for his

mi:g:man was then

Chief of Protocol in
the Ministry of Forei-
_ n Affairs as well as
: ing President of the
Alliance Francaise (from whom he had obtained
a scholarship to study Political Science at the
Paris University, after he had completed his
university studies in Calcutta). Being an obvious
candidate for the job, he served as interpreter
to Malraux during his four-day visit. Recalling
those "wonderful days” he told The Daily Star:
"Andre Malraux had an impasinF public
resence — very much like his good friend, de
gaul]e. He was on stage all the time he was in
public and it was a tough job being his
interpreter, as anyong who read his ks
will tell you that his French is punctuated with
lots of aﬁegﬂnml nuances and is very flowery —
but it was a few days | shall always treasure.”
Apart from this precious experience, there
were many ones which Zaman remémbers with
pride — such as the period when he was in a
unique position to feed the Joreign press with
accurate up-to-date information on what was
happening in the country; in 1971. This was
ssible as he had served as Press Attache in
ew York and had been posted in cities like
Parts and Geneva where the international media
was based, and he had cultiviated them assidu-
gusly. After all. he had started life as a journalist
with AFP in Karachi, where he sat for Public
Service Commission exams and stood first in
that batch. He was supposed to have been posted
to Geneva but as fate would have it, he up
in Istanbul — where he met a charming young
Turkish lady: Vasfiye, whom he su ently
marricd. At that time, it was not ra
foreign service officer to marry foreigners, but
he was lucky enough to have an understanding
boss who intervened on his behalfl to facilitate
the event. With a keen ear for lan s to
gether with his wife's encouragement, Zaman
masicred the Turkish language: thus giving
Bangla readers the opportunity to enjoy the
splendid works of Yunus Emre.
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Press Club members urged to safeguard its image

The Jatiya Press Club au-

thorities terday ur all
to abide the

Secretary of the club, Shaukat
Mahmud, said by violating the

Speakers at the rally mainly
spoke against the club, threat-
ened to attack it and called for

rules and regulations and code
of discipline of the club and
refrain from all sorts of provo
cation and indiscipline in safe-

guarding the image of the club,

decision of the Jatlya Press
Club Managing Commitiee
some outsiders in cooperation
with some club mem in-
truded into its premises yes-
terday. They beat up elub em

an illegal rally on Wednesday
next. s¢ are contrary to the
constitution of the Jatlya Press
Club, added that the club
Managing Commitiee can ex-
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Seminar on Rural Economies

North South University will hold a seminar on "The eflects

of public employment projects in rural economies— a frame-
work for evaluation” today [Sunday) at the university, 35
Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani at 1 pm.

Seminar on Language Movement

Bangladesh Jattya Sahitya Sangsad and Nazrul Jatlya Smriti
Sangsad will jointly hold a seminar on "The Spirit of Language
Movement: The Past and Present Situation of National
Politics™ followed by Islami Music, Iftar and Milad Mahfil to:

day (Sunday) at 3 pm at Jatiya Grantha Kendra auditorfum.

A three-week long workshop on Graphics Prints will begin
at the Shilpakala Academy here from tomorrow (Monday).

Fine and Performing Arts Training Projects of Shilpakala
Academy has organised the workshop with the assistance of
Fine Arts Institute of Dhaka University.

Eminent Artist Monirul Islam will conduct the workshop.

Renowned Artist Prof Mohammad Kibria will inaugurate
the workshop at 4 pm at the Academy training centre.
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Dry weather likely

By Staff Correspondent

Rain or showers accompanied by temporary gusty winds
may occur at one or two places over Rajshahi division and the

regions of Mymensingh., Tangail, Dhaka, Sylhet and Kushtia

and weather may
country during
(Sunday).

The Met office forecasts, night temperature is likely to
remain nearly unchanged over the country.

The minimum temperature of 13.8 degree Celsius was re-
ported from Rajshahi and Ishurdi and the maximum of 29.8
degree from Madaripur yesterday [Saturday). .

The sun sets today (Sunday] at 6.0]1 pm and rises tomor-
row (Monday) at 6.21 am.

The maximum and the minimum temperature and humid-
ity of some of the cities and towns of the country yesterday
were:

remain mainly dry elsewhere over the
the next 24 hours commencing 6 am today

Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degree Celsius percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 29.1 21.0 B2 58
Chittagong 28.0 17.0 83 74
Rajshahi 28.2 13.8 56 78
Khulna 29.4 19.7 93 B4
Harisal 29.6 19.4 94 71
Cox's Bazar 28.5 17.4 70 68
Sylhet 26.2 17.5 77 80
Dinajpur 24 .4 14.5 79 .67

presided over the meeting.

Members of Parliament
Depankar Talukdar, Shaikh
Harunar Rashid Mia, Satish
Chandra Roy, Begum Lutfun
Nessa Hossain and Bani
Ashrafl were present in the
meeting.

The meeting discussed
various matters relating to
the development of environ-
ment and forestry in the
country including the forma-
tion of a new directorate with
the name of "Social Forestry
Directorate”.

| 700 (Seven hundred) boys and girls
. inmates of the Sir Salimullah Muslim
| Orphanage, greatest of its kind in the Sub-
| continent.

| Shamsunnahar Ahsanullah
| Nowab Begum MP -

| President

| D-154

Alhaj G A Khan
Advocate, Supreme Court
Honorary Secretary

255244, 242343

HEAD OFFICE :

Hadi Mansion, 2, Dilkusha
Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000. Bogra, Rajshahi, Khatunganj, Sylhet, Moulw
Tele : 862169, PABX : 239294,
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The Daily Star

On Its 2nd 9Year
Of Publication

BOIBIBY BAHGEH [ ey

UNITEDYNSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

A COMPANY IN THE BEST INSURANCE TRADITION

BRANCHES :
Chittagong, Comilla, Narayanganj, Khulna,

Bazar, Bangshal, Kawran Bazar,
Sadarghat, Bijoy Nagar.
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Kidney, gall stone
crushing machine
instglled in IPGM,R
By Staff Correspondent

The first machine for
crushing kidney and gall stone
without surgical operations has
been installed in IPGM,R, says
a press release.

The machine named
LITHOSTAR-PLUS has been
installed by Siemens.

With this modern technol-

— —=

ogy patients suffering from
kidney and gall stone will re-
quire neither any surgical op-
eralions nor go abroad for
treatment of this type of ail-
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OUTCLASSED BY ITS OWN
PERFORMANCE

MITSUBISHI PRJERO
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presents
credentials

NEW
SHOWROOM & OFFICE

The new High Commi-
sstoner of Shri Lanka yesterday
NOW IN
BIJOY NAGAR
AR -'.':‘-'-"'-‘l':"-'-"3""-"1"'-'-‘::..'

presented his credentials to
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas, expressing the opti
mism that bilateral and reg-
jonal cooperation would stren-
gthen In days ahead, reports
UNB.

"Both the countries are
preparing for the challenges ol
new millennium with knowi

» AR edge that regional cooperation

., .H'.*.'-'.-'-'-".'-':'.«':'-:.-.'-""-"'é‘ would be further enhanced

S .,,-:r;'f,.:é e under the (SAARC) chairman
T ship of Bangladesh.® olficials

quoted Dr AN Hanifla as saying

The envoy said Shri Lanka
was looking forward to the
seventh SAARC summit to be
held in Dhaka marking the
next phase of this vital regional

organisation.

Eastern Motors Ltd. has now opened a showroom &
office for Bridgestone tyres at Bijoy Nagar, Dhaka.
Come and see the long-lasting, reliable tyre that
has been serving last 42 years.
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