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The position of pedesirians
in the city s an uncnviable
one. With the rising city popu-
lation and no early prospect of
tm ment in the city's
m.ammmm and disct-
pline, the outlook from the

transport

is already a shambles. In view
of this, those citizens who
scek to depend an their two
legs to cover any distance are

not in a happy tion. They
muntﬂlhg?:ivmnmu-

ations which make their pas-
sage to their destinations far
from Y

The ths are primarily
meant for trians. But
herg do not have un-
tramel freedom of move-

ment. The prevailing scenes of
encroachments on the foot-
paths appear to be bizarre.
The problem is admittedly a
difficult one. For, the nu r
ol people secking a living on
footpaths is always on the in-
crease. Lately the problem has
grown 1o such an extent that it
is felt that counter-measures
are called for on an urgent ba-
sis.

The police authorities
sometimes make raids to clear
the encroachers but they al-
ways reappear with uncanny
resilience. As a result, the
pedestrians are pushed on to
the roads, impeding the free
flow of vehicular traflfic and
creating possibilities of acei-
dents.

A pedestrian’s steps are
also beset with s even
when he tries to cross a road
from one side to the other,
The so-called zebra crossings
for the offer no guar-
antee olPu ty for the pedes-
trians. In fact, many accidents
are known to have occurred at
these points. Many vehicles,
either through ignorance or
carelessness, are seen to en-
creach with impunit on
these lu”on?dty € zoncs
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for pedestrians. IU is also eb-
served that one-way traflic rule
on certain roads is frequently
violalted by some wvehicles,
which poses a threat to the
safety of pedestrians using
such roads.

Another [requent lapse in
traflic discipline is seen when
a greep t signal at a road
junction is about to change
inte red. At such moments,
some of the late coming vehi-
cles in their attcmpt to beat
the red signal. hasten their
movement at break-neck
speed, thereby adding to the
risk of accidents to pedestri-
Ans. ;

For the salfcety and conve-
nience of the pedestrians, it
behoves the police to be firm
with those who encroach
upon zebra crossings or do not
correctly follow traflic signals
or rules.

A serious tential threat
to the safety u(Po pedestrians  is

by the existence ol open
manholes in some thorough-
fares of the city. Such dangers,
which arise from thefts of
manhole covers, are scen Lo be
existing on some important
roads, such as Topkhana Road
and Road No 2 Dhanmandi
Residential Area. The City
Corporation seems to be Indil-
ferent to tackling the situa-
tion. Il necessary such danger
may be met by replacing con-
crete covers in place of cast-
fron covers which encourage
thefts.

Another threat to the
pedestrians, particularly at
night, is created by such agen-
cles as WASA, PDB and T&T
Department when tl'vcy.f:f up
roads for ng pipes ca-
bles. It has observed that
when the work ol these agen-
cies is done, they do not al-
ways care to level up the roads
promptly. On many occasions
such dug-up trenches remain
open, to the danger of the

pcdestrians.
At certain places in the city,

Pedestrians’ Woes in City

viz, near New Market, Court
Building and Zia International
Airport, there are overbridges
for the use of pedestrians. It
has been observed that pedes-
trians, by and large, tend to
avoid the use of the over-
bridges; they would face haz-
ards in busy traffic by making
a dash across the road rmather
than take the trouble of climb-
ing the overbridges for mov-
ing across.

A factor which somewhat
discourages the use ol over-
bridges is the presence of
hawkers and beggars thereon.
The police should be more
alert in keeping the over-
bridges clear so that pedestri-
ans may conveniently use
them. Observers feel that the
number of existing over-
bridges is not adequate in view
of the fast growing pedestrian
traffic at certain other key
-points.

In some advanced cities
like Tokyo, Paris and Rome,
there are spacious promenades
and malls for the use of
pedestrians only, where no
vehicular traffic is allowed. In
the present-day congested
traffic situation in the city,
such kind of sanctuaries for
pedestrians is unthinkable.

In the over-all picture, the
main obstructions to the
pedestrians are posed by en-
croachers on footpaths and
roadsides. This problem ap-
pears o be growing at an
alarming rate. In view of this,
it seems urgent that the hands
©of the relevant authorities
should be strengthened to
deal effectively with this men-
ace to city life. While a steady
policy of rehabilitation of the
encroachers may be partially
an answer, vigilance and pre-
ventive actions by appropriate
authorities. are required to
keep the pavements free as
far as possible. The current
pavement situation presents
just one aspect of the existing
traffic anarchy.

Fighting in Kabul dims

KABUL, Feb 26 : Afghan
government forces and dissi-
dent guerillas exchanged spo-
radic rocket fire in Kabul today
as Pakistani peace mediators
tried to proteet a fragile cease-
fire, reports Reuter.

The army and fNghters of
the hardline Hezb-i-Islami
party battled in the castern
suburbs of the shell-shattered
capital in the early hours of the
morning and each side blamed
the other for the clashes.

Government spokesman
Aziz Morad accused the dissi-
dent Hezb-i-Islami of launch-
ing an offensive against the
cast of the city overnight, but
said ment troops re-

pu the atiack.

Hezb-i-I1slami commander
Zalmai said his men were re-
sponding to cannon and hcavy
machinegun fire from troops
loyal 1o fundamentalist Pre-
sident Burhanuddin Rabbant.

"We have not made any of-

fenstve and we have no such

plan,” he said.

The retired
Pakistan's military intelligence
and strategist of much of the
Mujahideen’'s 14-year war of
resistance, Hamid Gul, negoti-
ated a temporary ccaseflirc be-
tween the warring factions on
February 15,

-

chiefl of

peace prospect

Zalmail sald both Gul and
Qazi Hussain Ahmed, leader of
a fundamentalist opposition
Pakistani party closc to the
Hezb, visited him and told him
they had won an agreement
from the government not to
open fire.

The two peace mediators
asked Hezb-{-Islami also to re-
spect the ceasefire while they
continued their attempts to
negotiate a permanent truce.

More than 1,000 pcople
have been killed and 6,000 in-
jured in fierce fighling in
Kabul in January and February.

Pakistan has invited the
warring leaders for peace talks
in Islamabad, but the | has
sct tough conditions for at-

tendi
Ihﬁ-ni is expected to ar-

rive as ecarly as Monday iIn

Islamabad on an oflicial visit.
Hezb leader Gulbuddin Hek-

matyar said he would talk (o

Rabbani only il he agrced to be
rcplaced by an interim gov-
ernment and to the holding
elections within one year.
Rabbani has refused to step
down and has rejected his op-
poncnts’ claims that the con-
troversial assembly that ele-
cted him last December was

rigged.

Rhinos
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The rhinos from Nepal
which generally grow up to a
weight of 2000 to 2500 Kg arc
now about 260 Kg each. They
are devouring grass, banana,
vegetables and apples by 30 to
40 kg each a day and quench-
ing their thirst with 15 Kg of
cow's milk each.

Five types of rhinos, which
are considered as endangered
species, are found in diflerent
regions of the world. Among
them two species are found in
Africa, two in Indonesia and
the other in India.

The rhinos which have not
grown their horns yet are
worth Taka 30 to 40 lakh
each.

"We have not yet given

them names officially,” the cu-
rator said, "we will decide
their names at a meeting
soon.”
However, the authority are
presently calling the male
"Bahadur” and the female one
"Chandnf".

Bahadur and Chandni were
not very happy on the first few
days of their arrival. But as they
got accustomed to the new en-
vironment, they showed indi-
cations of liking their new
home.

"After four to five years,”
the curator said, "you will see

them in full glory. By then they
will grow up completcly.”

The female rhino gives

I birth to @ cub once a ycar.

Mcanwhile, the other heavy
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weight couple — the hip-
popotamus may give birth to a
cub within the next couple of
months, the curator disclosed.
The couple had earlier
given birth te a male cub.
“In the near future, we are

l hopeful about bringing a white

tiger couple from Bhubanes-
war, India.” the curator added.

1 because of

-

Dr Kamal Hossain briefing the newsmen after the Democratic Forum meeting in the city

yesterday.

Chief UN administrator

in Cambodia to resign

PHNOM PENH, Feb 26: The
United Nations Chicl Adminis-
trator in Cambodia, critical of
the peacckeeping body's lack
ol power, has announced he is
resigning, a UN olTicial said
today, reports Reuter.

Gerard Porcell, head of the
UN Civil Administration Dire-
ctorate, was critical of the
United Nations' inability to
take a tougher stand against
the radical Khmer Rouge
guerilla faction and the Phnom
Penh ment's obstruction
of efforts to supervise five key
ministries, the oflicial said.

"He's leaving in early April.
Gerard is very well liked in his
division and many of us regret
his choice,” he told Reuters.

There was no immediate
comment from Porcell's office
as he was visiting Siem Reap in
the northwest, a stafl member
said.

The official, who asked not
to be named, said Porcell, a
Frenchmen, was increasingly
[rustrated "by a host of things”
facing the 22,000-strong Uni-
ted Nations Transitional Aut-

hority in Cambodia (UNTAC).
"Gerard feels very strongly
we have not becn tough

enough with the D K [Khmer
Rouge) and he also lccls very
strongly that we fafled to stick
it up SOC [Phnom Penh) gov-
ernment when we had 1o, the
official said.

Gerard's resignation comes
at a time when UNTAC s
mired in crisis caused by con-
tinued fighting between the
Khmer Rouge and the Phnom
Penh army and a spate of polit-
fcally-inspired human rights
violalions.

The oflictal said many other
senfor UNTAC oflicials shared
Gerard's sense of [rustration
but would not speak out about
it.

"l think its widespread but
... for the sake of the mission,
people don't want to talk about
it.” he said.

Gerard's job at UNTAC was
probably the peacekeeping
mission's toughest assignment
after the military component,
the official said.

‘Crisis in jute sector
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mills for three years since
1989-90 fiscal year. The mills
got subsidy for 1889-80 and
1990-91 FY only. In 199]-92
they received subsidy for only
first four months.

Identifying the labour un-
rcst as one of the major prob-
lems, the BJMA [Bangladesh
Jute Mills Association] General
Sccretary said, practically, the
entrepreneurs had no power
lo take action against any
worker [or indiscipline or ir-
responsibility, In fact, the en-
trepreneurs had become
hostage to the labour unions
oliticisation of
those unions, he said.

Frequent strike called by
the trade unions caused losses
to the jute mills to a great ex-
tent, he added.

Momenur Rahman also
termed the irrational exchange
rate of dollar in the country as
a vital reason behind losing the
internatiomal market and de-
manded rationalisation of the
rate. A BJMC oflicial informed
that India, the largest jute ex-
porting country of the World,
had devalued the exchange
rate of dollar with its currency
by 39 per cent in 1990-9] fis-
cal ycar whereas Bangladcesh
devalued it by only four per

cent.
lic also informed that BO to

90 per cent of India's total jute
production was being con-
sumed in their country and the
entrepreneurs of the jute units
were earning maximum profit
from their own country.
Whereas the jute industries of
Bangladesh were 99 per cent
dependent on export, he said,
adding that Bangladesh had
exported a total of one and hall
lakh ton ofJute and jute goods
in the current fiscal year,
whereas the local consumption
was only 1500 ton during the
period.

Mcanwhile, a study con-
ducted by the International
Development Ireland Limited
on jute sector of Bangladesh
put forward a number ol ree-
ommendations for implemen-
tation to make the jute sector
viable. The recommendations
of the study titled JUMS Jute
Manufacturing Study) include,
(1) downsizing production ca-
pacity to align it with market
demand and reducing the cost
of production, (2) retrenching
about 50,700 mill employces
(about 38,500 production
workers and about 12,200 ofli-
cers and stafl) immediately,
(3) initiating substantial BMR
(balancing, modernising and
rehabilitation) primarily involv-
ing eguipment recondilioning
[including gas generator pur-
chases) in retained mills at a
cost of about Taka 3.9 billion
after the sector is ‘downsized,
(4) restructuring Tk 20 billion
public and private sector mill
debt that mills would not be
able to repay and writing off
about Tk ﬁ billion of mostly

ernment guaranteed BJC

| debt, (8); reforming policy en-

vironment, (6] improving the
quality of direction and com-
mercial management of public
and private mills through cs-
tablishment of commercial
performance criteria, decen-
tralising the decision making
and technical assistance and
training, establishing of fi-
nancial and operational ac-
countability within the sector
through market-based,., com-
mercial mechanisms, (7)
pulling all public scetor mills
up lor sale and allowing their
purchases as private sector
interests find thcm viable ac-
quisitions at fair market prices
for on-going concerns, (8)
down-sizing the BJC signifi-
cantly, eliminating commercial
role and price stabilisation
responsibilities and nis-
ing the remaining BJC stall to

.mect mostly information gath-

cring, analysis and dissemina-
tion functions on jute yiclds
and prices, (9) winding up
KEBICO and transfer of fts
functions, as appropriate, to
the Ministries of Jute and
Food, BJMC, BJMA, BJSA,
Bangladesh Bank and the
fertilizer corporations and
(10) implementing a Jute
Sccotor  Restructuring Project
that utilizes the assistance of
intcrnational and local experts
to stabilise the deterforating
situation in the sector to
rchabilitate and rcvitalise mill
operations and to realisc
financial viability in the scctor.

ROK ministers
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Park Yang-sil the former
President of the Women's Do-
clors’ Association, was namecd
Hlealth Minister, while Hwang
San-sung, a female lawyer, was
named Environment Minister.

Kwon Young-ja, President of
the Women's Development
Institute, was named as the
sccond minister of political af-
fairs.

During the transition pe-

riod, Kim aides had said he
would trim the cabinct from
26 Lo 22 posts, but the cabinct
named Friday comprised 24
members.

Angolan talks
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"We will do everything to
ensurc we leave here with so-

lutions,” Carneiro said, speak-
ing [rom Addis Ababa.

In Lisbon, Portuguese tcle-
vision reported that the
UNITA team was stifll in

Angola, delayed by logistical
problems. The talks were now
expected to start on Saturday,
the television said.

Diplomats in Luanda were
pessimistiec about the
prospects of the talks, saying
the two sides were [ar apart on
several issues including
UNITA's demand that the gov-
ernment disband para-military
riot police. -

— Star photo

Democratic Forum
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ing said.

A tolal of 268 Forum repre-
scritatives from 41 districts at-
tended the meeting, chaired
by Dr. Kamal Hossain. Forty
two of the participants spoke

4 at the meeting.

Briefing the ncwsmen allcr
concluston of the meeting in
the evening, Hossain said the
main objectives of the May
convention were to Initiate a
combined political move
atmed at reuniting the pro-lib-
eration democratic forees to

address the national prob-
lems.
Replying to a question,

llossain said they had con-:
tacted the CPB, the Ganatantri
Party, the NAP and the JSD (
Siraf) to involve political, social
and professional forces iIn the
eflort of the Forum. When
asked if they had econtacted
the major parties, he an-
swered, "I mysell is from the
Awami League.” The May con-
vention would decide on float-
ing a new political party of
those working with the
Forum, he told questioner
adding “we would accept
whatcver the conventiomn de-
cides.”

He. however, said the
Forum would continuc to work
even il any new party came
into reality.

In response to another
question, Hossain said , "Our
target s to establish a
‘greater political platform’
thiaesgh@®viving the unity of
those who werc on the sirects
during past movements.”

Soviet N-subs
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environment as they were to
Western navies,” the report
said.

The report also warncd
that Russia, heir to the Sovict
fleet, must now cope with the
nuclear waste problem posed
by dozens of decommissioned
subs.

in all, the Soviet nuclear
navy had 22 radiation-rclated
accidents {rom its inception in
1956, Greenpeace said.

‘The 41-page report is the
result of two years of research
that included visits to a num-
ber of Russian bases and con-
versations with several high-
ranking naval officers.

It described rehctor melt-
downs in 1979 and in 1985
and a dockside reactor cxplo-
sion in 1985, all in the Pacilic
Flcet and all in Russian waters.

Greenpeace said the 1985
mclidown frradiated the entire
crew of the K-314 and the
subs commander was relieved
of duty. Neither meltdown al-
lowed radiation to escape
into the atmosphere, it said.

In the dockside explosion,
which took place at the
Chazhma Bay shipyard, the
only serious injury was to the
.crew chief, who got radiation
sickness, Greenpeace said.

Both of the subs that had
meltdowns are still tied up at
the Pavlosk submarine base, '
‘awaiting the development of
special decommissioning pro-
cedurcs,” the report said.

In the Northern Fleet, the
renctors from seven sub acel-
dents were simply dumped in
the Arctic Ocean, Greenpeace
said.

The report also said Soviet
nuclear subs also collicded at
least seven times with U.S nu-
clear submarines. In several

cascs, Russian oflicials denied
carlier Western press rcports
that the collisions had sunk
Soviet subs.

Greenpedce expressed
alarm at the problems of dis-
posing of the nuclear waste
ﬁcncrnlcd by the submarine

eel. The report said at least

30 retired submarines await
decommissioning at Russian
bases.

"Foreign assistance to help
decommission Russian nu-
clcar-powered submarines and
covert nuclear shipyards may
be essential,” Joshua Handler,
the author of the report said

I in a stalement.

' deal in the Indian
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Clinton against fresh taxes
on middle-income families

WASHINGTON, Feb 26: President Clinton says he hopes to

avoid raising

taxes on middle-income farilies to reform the

health care system. but he may make an exception jor to-
bacco and other products that pose health risks. "1 think
health-related taxes are different,” Clinion said Thursday.

Vice President Gore

pointed out Friday

. however, that such

an incrcase hasn't become a formal proposal. "He [Clinton)

didn’'t raise i A member of the press raised it In a

question,”

Gore said on a one-hour, call-in show on NBC’'s “Today.” Gore
said “it would be premature to get into the deiafls® of the
health reform package because it “hasn't been writien,” re-

ports AP

13 hurt in Sarajevo shelling

SARAJEVO, Feb 26: AL icast |3 peopie were wounded In

Sarajcvo today when six shells slammed into the city
first heavy artillery bombardment

in the
of the Serb-besicged '

Bosnian capital for nearly a weck, hospital stafl said. Two
shells landed near the presidency buflding of Bosnia's
Muslim-led government, setting a buflding on fire two blocks

away. Four shells landed in the vicin
journalists. St
had recrived
lunchtime atiack, the first of its kind on Sarajevo

tel used by foreign
Reuters television they

President Ad{
government

of the Holiday Inn ho-
At two hospitals told
13 casualties from the
since

Izetbegovic declared a unilateral ccasefire by
last Saturday.

Ctg smugglers' paradise
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ness keeping underhand con-
nection with the some law en-
forcing agency personnel and
other responsible ofliclals of
the government bodies — an
allegation which could not be
verifled independently Instan-
tancously.

But sources said such ar-
rangements enabled the smug-
glers to bring conlraband
goods through different routes:
sea, air and land.

A task lorce official on con-
dition of anonymity said, "Wc
normally make drives on re-
ceipt of specific information
about smuggled goods.”

"Otherwise we are lo re-
main less actfve fearing any un-
toward incident with cither
the smugglers or the busi-

' nessmen here,” he added.

Another high ranking gov-
ernment oflicial related with
the task force here admitted
the high influx of forcign con-
traband goods with the begin-
ning of Ramzan and said "We¢
like to continue our operation
against the smuggled goods
but its fllegal importation can
not be stopped unless our
people come lorward and buy
the domestic products.” .

A disgruntled oflicial said,
"The task force here is merely
playing the role of a 'signboard’
as it still could not build up the
ncecssary source networks to
go for the swoop.” "The lack of
proper coordination ameong
the government agencies re-
lated with the task force in
cluding Customs, BDR, police
and other administration ofli-
cials, is another obstacle In its
way,” he added.

Informed sources say, sev-
cral categories of smugglers
including some glamorous
ladies are active herc. A sec-
tion of smugglers reportedly
s only.
They run shops and business
houses in the city markets and

One killed, 100
injured in US
bomb explosion

NEW YORK, Feb 26: The
ceiling of a commuter train
station under the World Trade
Center collapsed Friday alter-
noon, injuring dozens of peo-
ple and forcing the evaucation
of one of the 110-story
Landmark Towers, offlicials
said, reports AP.

The collapse may have re-
sulted from an explosion in
the station of the Port
Authority-Trans Hudson line.
Two fires were burning in the
station and heavy smoke bil-
lowed up [rom the subter-
rancan station. 1

Initial reports indicated
there were: more than 100
people injured In the lunch-
hour accident, said Emergency
Mcdical Service spokesman
Frank McCarton, Several werc
apparently trapped in the
rubble,

"It felt like a big boom,”
said Lisa Hoflman, who works
at the nearby World Financial
Center. *“The building shook.'|
looked out the window to sce
if New Jersey had disap-
peared.”

Christopher J. O'Mara, 42,
an insurance executive on the
49th floor of the evacuated
tower, said his bilding was be-
ing avacuated. "The hallways
are filled with black smoke,”
he said. "Even the emergency
lighting is ofl.”

More than 150 firclighers
were called to the scene.

AFP adds: An explosion
rocked the World Trade
Center today after a ceiling

collapsed, kiling one person
and forcing the evacuation of
the mammoth financial build-
ing, authorities said.

Inspector Charles Degae-
tano of Emergency Medical
Scrvices said several people
were buried in the rubble

"Right now we are sarting
out what 1{s a very chaotic
scene,” at World Trade Cen-
ter complex, he said.

employ the women to bring in
Indian sarces and other goods
through Chittagong Alrport.

Market sources say, to
dodge the security, those
smugglers sometimes fly from
Chittagong afrport and returm
via Dhaka and reach here with
the goods by train.

Anaother group of smug-
glers, most of whom have
enormous cloud operate from
here avafling facilities at sea
port, coastal belts and at
to bring costly contraband
itemas including foreign cf-
garcviles, electronic goods,
gold and drugs worth crores of
taka, sources said adding that
they use sophisticated com-
munication sets to run their
activities even in the outer an-
chorage where large consign-
ments are sec unioaded.

Informed sources also say
that the big wigs and kingpins
of smuggling here often main-
tain a high profile either by
joining local politics or posing
themsclves as social workers.

BJP MPs
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until Saturday.

Mcanwhile, about 300 BJP
workers attended a sit-down
protest against the police ac-
tion.

Camping outside the mau-
soleum of Mohandas Gandhi,
India’s independence leader,
the protesters screamed anti-
government slogans.

PT! from Patna adds: The
Janata Dal leader V P Singh
today ohserved that the BJP
was opposed not only to
Muslims, but the backward
classes and the Hindu society
as well.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Singh said that by
opposing the fight for social
justice, the BJP proved itself
to be opposed to the growth of
Hindu society.

Stating that the erstwhile
BJP pgovernment in Uttar
Pradesh had abolished the or-
dinance promulgated by the
Dal providing 27 per cent
reservation in jobs for the
backward classcs, Singh said
that by doing so that BJP had
stabbed the backward in the
back. |

He also said that the silence
of the BJP, the largest opposi-
tion party in Parliament, over
the demand for implementa-
tion of the Mandal Commission
recommendations amply
showed that the party was op-
posed to the backwards.

“That is why Sangh Parivar
did not ever have any back-
ward person as its national
leader,” he said.

.~ Praising the Laloo Prasad
government in Bihar, he said
that the Chiefl Minister had
succeeded in maintaining
communal harmony in the
state, particularly at a time
when the country was rocked
by riots following the Decem-
ber six developments at Ayo-

dhya.

Split in CPB
From Page 1 Col 7
transformation will pass in the
mectirg¢ by majority vote and
the Central Commitltee may
convene a special congress for
approval of the central body

resolution.

Some hardliners believed
that the transformation pro-
posal would be rejected by the
councillors and' they also de-
manded a referendum on the
lssue.

Diarrhoea
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sudden rise of temperature
and con.aminated waler were
the main reasons of the latest
outbreak of the disease.

Witnesses satd that hun-
dreds of patients rushed to the
ICDDRI Hospital at Mohakhali
during the past several days.

The centre has been [lacing
acute space shortage and a
large number of patients were
placed on the floor and corri-
dor of the hospital,

Officials said that facilities
were Increased in three other
hospitals to accommodate the
patients.



