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Blast wounds 15 in Medellin : 1

bomb exploston in downtown Medellin wounded at least 15
people and caused exicnsive damage, according to radio
reports, AP says from Hogota. ;

The Caracol radio network, citing the Medellin Fire
Department, said two police offficers were among those
wounded in the blast late Thursday. The explosion wrecked
the offices of the stale-run telephone company and two banks.

Authorities have not yct said who is responsible for the
blast, but fugitive druglord Pablo Escobar is known to be be-
hind a recent campaign of bombings that has killed 46 people
and wounded more than 500.

Aboutl 2,000 special police officers and soldicrs have been
hunting the Medcllin area for Escobar, who gave up in 189]
but cscaped from prison last July,

10 Palestinians shot at in Gaza:

Isracli troops shot and wounded 10 Palestinians on the
occupied Gaza Strip on Thursday during clashes which
followed a search for wanled gunmen, Palestinian sourccs
said, AFP reports from Jerusalem.

The army had imposed a curfew on a quarler of Khan
Yunes at dawn and ordered people out of their homes as part
of a manhunt which provoked fears that houses would be
blown up.

Sixteen buildings were dcstmﬁcd in anothcr neighbour-
hood of the town during a similar hunt two wecks ago.

Palestinian sources said the army made no arrests and
lifted the curfew after threc-and-a-half hours, but clashes de-
veloped as stones were thrown at soldiers.

Canada to reinstate Victoria Cross:

Canada will reinstate the Victoria Cross as its highest military
decoration, ending a long campaign by Canadian soldiers and
velecrans of two world wars, the Prime Minister's office said
on Thursday, Reuter reports [rom Otlawa.

The Victoria Cross, awardced for exceptional heroism, was
first instituted by Quecen Victoria durirg the Crimean War
over a century ago.

Ninety three Canadians rcceived the VC. The last one
awarded posthumously to Pilot Robert Gray for an attack on a
Japanese destroyer in the last days of the World War Two.

But Canada dropped the medal in 1972 when it created its
own military bravery medals as a further step by the former
colony to cut links with Britain.

ICRC to close hospital in Peshawar:

The Red Cross is closing its hospital in this frontier city alier
treating the Afghan war wounded here for 12 years, AP
reports from Peshawar, |
Yves Giovannoni, South Asia director of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, said four surgical units in the
mountains along the Afghan border also will closc in early
April.
Ij']‘ht: 300-bed, fortress-style hospital surrounded by gun-
toting guards opened in 1981, two years after Moscow scnt
. 115,000 soldiers into Afghanistan to crush a burgeoning
Muslim insurgency and install its communist allies.
Some 100,000 operations have been performed and hun-
dreds of thousands of Alghans have been treated at the hospi-

tal since it opencd, Giovannon! said.
The Red Cross’ Afghan stall will move to Jalalabad in cast-

ern Afghanistan where a government-run hospital will recetve
Red Cross funding and equipment, he said.

. L]
19dJ apanese fishermen missing:
Nineteen Japanese fishermen were missing after thcir
trawler sank in the East China sea off South Ja ycsterday
the Maritime Safety agency said, reports Reuter from Tokyo.

The BO-tonne No, 7 Ebisu Maru, with a crew of 20 on
board, capsized in stormy weather in the early hours of the
morning about 30 km [20 miles) northwest of Ukujima is-
land, off Nakasaki prefecture, agency offictals said.

Crewman Hiroshi Nagata, 50 was picked up by a nearby
fishing boat and was the only known survivor, they said.

Lawmakers still under|

army siege in Zaire
KINSHASA Feb 26: Wwas found to the bank note
Mcmbers of Zaire's transitional row, which has crippled

parliament faced their second
night under army sicge In a
row over bank notes which
sparked riots last month, re-
ports Reuter.

Some 400 members of the
High Council of the Republic
[MCR) were (rapped in
Kinshasa's peoples’ palace con
ference centre on Thursday
night, and soldicrs showed no
sign of letting them go.

Hundreds of troeps blocked
ofl the buflding after mid day
on Wednesday, while in TICR
was in session. and demanded
it approve the use of new five-
million-Zaire bank notcs worth
less than 2 US dollar.

The notes, fissued by
President Mobutlu Sese Sckdi,
are banned by reformist prime
Minister Etienne Tshisckedi
and are almos!l impossibie to
spend. Troops paid in Lthe new
notes wenl on a looting ram-
page in Kinshasa last month in
which several hundred people
were killed.

The sicge has not been vio-
lemt so far, but witnesses said
the one hardened on Thursday.

Soldiers stopped food being
sent into the bullding and let
in only Himited drinking waler
provided by the Red Cross.
Sick and elderly delegates
were not allowed 1o leave.

The soldiers, many accom-
panied by wives and children,
have rotted on and ofl the
siege in three shifts so far
They said they would keep up
the blockade until a solution

Kinshasa's economic lifc.

Zaire's ncw Ar Chicl of
Siafl, General Eluki Mongn, has
voiced support for the troops.

HCR chatrman Archbishop
Monsen Pasinya was not
inside the building. Protected
by hecavily armed bodyguards,
he told reporters that three
scparate sources had warned
him to dtay away [rom
Wednesday's HCR merting.

"1 fear for my Jife. | am
afraid of being physically at-
tacked”, the cly respecied
churchman said.

650 Kuwaitis
still 1n
Iraqi jails

KUWAIT, Feb 268: About 650
Kuwaitis arrcsted during the
Iraqi occupation arc believed
still held in Iragl jails. Some
are thought Lo ve been
killed, reports AP

They are the reason Kuwail
has not yet had a full-blown
celchbration Lo mark Feb 26,
1991, when the US-led coall-
ton drove iragi forces out of
Murwait.

About 200 othcr nationals,
mostly Arabs, are on Kuwait's
offictal list of missing. There
are also aboul 200 moslly
staiclcss Arabs not on Lhe list,
according to Lhe independent

Kuwatl! Assoctation to [Juiend
War Victims.

|

GENEVA, Feb 26: A UN re-
port Thursday slammed the
Myanmar military authoritics
for maintaining "an atmo-
sphere of pervastve fear” in the
southecast Asfan country and
resorting lo "serious repres-
sion,” reports AFP.

The UN Human Rights
Commission’'s special rappor-
teur Yozo Yokota sald the
members of Myanmar's cthnic
minority groups including
Muslims in Rakhinc, (or
Arakan state), Krean, Sahn and
Mon were the main victims of
repression and submitted 1o
forced labour. Many were dying
of i1l treatment, the report
sadd.

Yokota was appointed in
March last ycar and visited
Myanmar Dcecember 7-14,
where he met with Gencral
Khin Nyunt, hcad of the mili-

tary junta, the State Law and
Order Restoration Council
(SLORC).

Politiclans in Myanmar
were free as long as they did
not disturb peace or quiet, the
rapporteur was told.

Yokota could nol mect Aung
San Suu Kyi, leader of the
country's democratic opposi-
tion who has been under house
arrest in Yangon since the rul-
ing junta ignored the outcome
of the 1990 clections.

lle visited a Myanmar
prison but was not allowed to
sce individual prisoners.

"On the basis of the visit to
Myanmar and the well-docu-
mented information received,
the special rapporteur has
asscssed thatl serious repres-
sfon and an atmosphcre ol
pervasive  fear  exist  in

International

UN slams Myanmar junta for (v Record
- oppression of minorities -

Myanmar,” the report said.

Myanmar's military authori-
tics were “responsible [or car-
rying oul arbitrary cxecutions,
death under custody and death
due to torture within the con-
text of armed conflict.”

"Torture and decath of
porters by the military have
also been prevalent.”

Hundreds ol people had
also been abducted from wvil-
lages, ultimatcly also leading to
the flight of some 250,000
Rakhine Muslims, or
Rohingyas to ncighbouring
Bangladesh.

More than 17,000 have now
been returncd but interna-
tional humanitarian organiza-
tions and members of the In-
ternational community have
cxpressed serious concern
that the repatriations have not
been carried out under condi-

tions that are belicved to have

been voluntary., dignified or

providing salcty, the report

said

The special rapporteur

called on Yangen authoritics to

comply with international con-
ventions banning mass arbi-
trary executions, torture, and
forced child labour. Yokota
urged authorities to free Nobel
Peace prize laurecate Aultr San
Suu Kyi and other political
leaders and sald Myanmar law
must not treat some minority.
groups as sccond-class citi-
zens.

The Human Rights
Commission is to vole a reso-
lution on the basis of Yokota's
report.

The military took power

while quelling nationwide pro-
democracy protests in 1988,
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Kuwait dismayed -by
Saddam's political
survival

KUWAIT, Feb 26: Kuwafit
cclchrated the second anniver-
sary of fts Gull War Hberation
today buoyed by new assur-
ances ol American support but
dismayed by Iragi President
Saddam Hussein's political
survival, reports Reuter,

Kuwaitis began blaring cars
horns and hanging giant flags
from apartment and office
blocks to cclebrate the 199]
rout of Iragi occupation troops
by a US-led military alliance.

They said they could never
forgive or forget the seven-
month occupation by their
large northern neighbour in
which up te 1,000 Kuwaitis
were killed and hundreds
more wenl missing.

The olficial Kuwait ncws
agency KUNA redistributed an
18-month-old book of grue-
some photographs of the
corpses ol Kuwaiti resistance
fighters it said were tortured
to death in acid baths during
the occupation.

*The head of the ruling
regime in Baghdad wants lots
of Arab countries to forget
what happened as a result of
his betrayal, Prime Minister
Shetikh Saad At Abdulla—al
Sabah lold Al-Watan ncwspa:
per.
He said Kuwalitis had lo re-

| main alert and fosler national

unity to thwart any future ag-
gression by Saddam.

*We should monitor the
Iraqi regime closcly and con-
tinuously, cspecially his
(Saddam's) intentions towards
Kuwait. This will make us feel
the continuity of the danger.

Appealing for national unity,
he added: "We are like a big
family... let no one sink the
ship we sail in, for il we
drown, we drown together.”

Italy may hold
referendum
in Aptil
ROME, Feb 26: The Italian
government plans to hold a

referendum in April on radical
changes to reform the coun-
try's political system, a cabinet
minister said on Thursday, re-
ports Reuter.

The referendum would be -

aimed at ending Italy's system
of preportional representation,
blamed for the country's re-
volving door governments, and
replacing it with a first-past-
the post, constituency-based
electoral system.

Regional Affairs Minister
Gianfranco Ciaurro said alter a
cabinel meeting Lhat the vote
would take placc on April 18.
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PARIS: A likeness of American popster Madonna makes
her debut at the Grevin Wax Museum Wednesday, helped
by her sculptor Eric de Saint Chaffray (L). Blond with

brown eyes

, the model measures 1.65 metres (5'4") and is

dressed by fashion designer Jean-Paul Gaultier.

—AFP/UNB pheto

Court rejects family
benefits for gay pair

OTTAWA: Canada’s Supreme Court refused to recognise a

homosexual couple as

jected family benefits for the

legally married on Thursday and re-
gay pair, reporis Reuter.

The court ruled 4-3 that homosexual couples do not con-

stitute families under the country's Human
The ruling ended a scven-year le

translator Brian
his lover's [ather's funeral.

ts Act.
ga. battle by Toronto

to claim a day of paid leave lo attend

Fedcral employees get the day-ofl to attend funerals of
members of their immediate [amilies, including fathers-in-

law of married hetcrosexuals. M

discriminated a

Rights Act preventing

—

Serb troops ordered not to shoot at relief planes

US to airdrop aid in eastern Bosnia

SARAJEVO, Fcbh 28: The
United States announced
Thursday #t will airdrop aid to
hungry rcfugeces in caslern
Bosnta, and 3osnian Scrbs said
1 will not jcopardize the
Mghts. Serb and Muslim lcad-
ers showed signs of flexibility
toward renewed pcace talks,
reports AP,

In Washinglon, President
Clinton sald the airdrop pro
gramme the decpest US In-
valverncnt so far in the Bosnian
conflict, was strictly humani-
tartan and would be offered to
all sides.

Bosnian Serb military com-
manders ordered their troops
not to shoot al the US plancs
or “or o by any mcans fcop
ardize” the Mghts. In a TV iIn-
lerview their jeader sald he
could accepl the programme
even though he thought 1L was
misguidced.

"It seems that by making
surh a decision, the (Clinton)
administration Is trying o slop
being bilased in the Besnian
wiir and move away [rom mih
tary Intervention,” Radovan
Karadric said on Belgrade TV
"Humanitarian help belongs
equally to all ethnic groups,
but | stll think thatl the very
idea to parachute aid fs
wrong."

He said he was worried
Muslims would shoot down
one of the planes and blame 11
on Serbs in an eflfort to draw
the Uniked States deeper intlo
the conftet.

s foreign minister, Alcksa

Buha, described the decision
as “dancrous’ and said it im-

pedes the continuing nogolia
tions.”

Lt Gen Lars-Eric Walhlgren
of Swrden, destgnated to take
over next woeck as UN foroo
commandcr in former
Yugoslavia. said in Stockholm
that an airdrop was a “lasl re
sort,”

The afrdrop would mainly
be largeted to Muslim pockcets
of castern Bosnia whore be-
sicging Serbs have refused to
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Palestinian deportees pra

Thursday,
| outside their camp in Mar) Ez Zouhour in South Lebanon.

allow aid through by road.

On Thursday, a UN convoy
ol 12 reliel trucks reached the
castern town ol Gorazde,
which has received no aid
since January 12, after a three-
day hold up while Secrbs
scarched it piece by piece. UN
olMicials said.

The US plan foresces drops
from 12,000 feel (4,000 me-
tres) to protect US pilots from
anti-aireralt or missile fire,
though even that does nol en-
sure their safety. Boanian Serbs

%
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have a variety of anti-aircraft
missilcs.

Packages rcleased at that al-
titude cculd veer more than a
mile ([nearly .2 kilometres)
[rom designated targets.

Bosnian President Alija
izctbegovic was on his way
Thursday to the United States
for meetings with President
Clinton and the next round of
pcace talks in New York.
Karadzic said Scrbs likely
would lcave for the United
Statcs on Friday.

holy month of Ramadan,
— AFP/UNB photo

college ring. He

gainst on the basis of family
But the Supreme Court ruled that provisions in the Human

discrimination against cmployecs based
on their family status did not cover homosexual couples.

He gets the ring
back after 27 years

- ST. LOUIS, Missouri: Wiliam Fortenbury
when he was horsing around during a- hayride and lost his
got it back last week at

claimed he was being
siatus.

was 22 in 1966

age 49, reports AFP.

"Astonishing” Fortenbury said afier the return of the ring.

Fortenbury

was throwing hay during the nighttime ride

with fraternity members at his college and the ring came ofl.
Ile searched for it the next moming but came up empty-

handed.

A man scarching for Indian arrow heads two wecks ago

saw the ring bearing Fortenbury's inftials sitting
field. A sccretary at the college traced the ring

in a muddy
to Fortenbury.

A bit hefltier now than he was at 22, Fortenbury said he

docs nol cxpect to lose it again.

Film nominated for O
ition di lified

LOS ANGELES: A movie submitted
nated for an Oscar as best forecign

bg Uruguay and nomi-
Im was disqualified

Thursday aflter judges concluded it was actual a product of

Argentima, reports AFT.

it was the first time a film had been yanked from the Oscar

com

petition after having been nominated.

Officials of the Acadcmy of Motion Picture, Arts and

Sciences said Uruguay, which was compe

ting for an Oscar for

the first time with the film "A Place in the Weorld,” misunder-
stood the rules for entering the competition. -
The movie was filmed in 19891 in Argentina, direcled by

Adolfo Aristarian of Ar

people of a rural community.

COLOMBO, Fcb 26: Tamil
Tiger guerillas Friday blew up a
naval patrol crafl in a re-
siricted waterway in northern
Sri Lanka, killing al least two
sailors and wounding three
more, the military said, re-
ports AFP.

Guerillas, of the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eclam (LTTE) exploded a sca
mine, blowing up the patrol
craflt as {t operated in the
Jaffna lagoon, a military
spokesman said.

“The loss of the patrol craft
is a big blow to the morale of

| sailors operating In the lagoon.

| Tigers had been wanting to at-
tack a navy boat for some time

| now, a senior military oflicer

Earth’s ozone hole
getting bigger

WELLINGTON, Feb 26: A
hole in the carth's ozone laycr
covers hall of Antarctica
and ts getiing bigger, a US
NASA pilot who flew scientific
missions over the continent

said today, reports AFP.
James Barrillcaux said the

hole in the protective layer is
about 32 million kilo-
melres (12 milllon square
miles) in arca. Latest satcllite
pictures owver the anlarctic
showed about 50 per eent of
the omone was gone and the
problem wouild get worse be-
fore #t

Barriilcaux is visiting New
7ealand to the Matonal
Acronautic and Space Admints-
trations aimosaphere
programme.

Nigerian

MOGADISIIU, Feb 26
Nigerian soldiers cxchanged
fire with snipers Friday morn-
ing, then flushed oul a building
and captured eight Somali
men in an area rocked by two
days of violence, reports AP

Nigerian troops at the cliy's
main traflic etrcle nearby also
fired repeatedly in the air
Friday morning. showing a
continued lough response o
unruly crowds since rioting
Wednenday

Elsewhere in the city, calm
was apparcni as merchanis
opencd for business in thoir
ramshackle stalls of corrugated
stee] The remains of bonfires
from bumming tires and junk
stifl liticred some streets, but
iralfic navigated around them,

Relie! offictals say the vio-

troops trade fire with

lence halted some lood dcoiiv-
crics, but there were no plans
to cul stafll or cunat! thetr ac
iwilies.

A UN spokesman said con
lingency plans In place for
months had been discussed in
casc the violence increased,
but no evacuation was being
considered now. |le said the
plan called only for non-csscn
tial personnel unable to per
form their jobs to be moved
clsewhere Iin Somalia or per-

haps to Natrobi, Kenya.
Reporis say al least six

Somalis have been killed, with
five US Marines and two
Nigertan soldiers wounded in
vinlence that started with
protests by backers of one
warlord who claimed US-jed
jorces helped a rival.

The demonstraltion
Wed o sdiy escalaled into riot-
ing !t was the Iirst major
protest against the US jed
coalition of 32,000 troops, in:
cluding 17.000 Amcricans
who are in Somalia W0 secur
relic shipments to millions of
Somalis threatened by starva
tion afler two years of civil war

On Thursday and Friday,
shooting broke oul in the same
arca, although 11 was unclear
who was doing Lhe sniping that
soldiers re d to,

Warlord Mohamed Farrah
Aildid, whose angry radio ad-
dress Tuesday night hel st
off the protests, ur calm
Wednesday and on Thursday
night secused looters of taking
advaniage of the situavon,

US military offictals saxd Lthe

snipers were still unidentified
but suspected of b-dnﬁchidid
supporters because the vio
kcnee cocurred in an arca con-
trolled by Aidid. They sadd Lhe
snipers could have been acting
on their own

On Friday, Nigerian (roops
atop a hotel used by the for
cign news media poured heavy
guniire 1110 a bullding across
the street in response o the
sntper fire

Scveral troops entered the
buillding lrom a sidestrect,
captured eight men and scized
one weapon, a Nigerian com
mander satd. Ont of the cap
tured men claimed through an
interpretcr that some wure
[ricnds of a security guard
cheeking the building

Nigerian soldicrs handled

the eaptured men roughly be-
fore Laking seven of them away
in armorcd personnel carriers
to Nigertan miltary headquar-
ters. The Nigerian commander
said they would be turmed owver
to the US-led United Nations
Task Force, or UNITAF,

Gunfire and grenade blasts
rocked the same area of the
capital for five hours on
Thursday as soldicrs pounded
al snipers. "

One Somal was killed and
ltve soldiers, including Lhree
US Marines, were wounded,

It was the heaviest shooling
tn the capttal In wecks, but
mostly bﬁ Nigerian soldicrs
under the US-led United
Nallons Task Force who Ared
withoul restraint at any niche
they belicved might harbor a

sniper.
One Marinc helping the
Nigertans attribut 80 per

cent of the gunfire to them. A
Nigerfan officer said his men
wanted to drive out the

-nigrr-,

idid had accused US- jed
forces of helping supporters of
Mohamed Said Hirsi, known as
Gen. Morgan, to defeat Aidid
ally Col Omar Jess in the
southern port of Kiamaywu.
Morgan is a son-in-law of
ousted dictator Mohammed
Siad Dare.

On Thursday, facing an al-
ttmatum by US forces, Morgan
fighters began leaving Kismayu
te be taken by US troops to a
cantonment site 150 miles
(240 kms) to the wesl. Aldid
had demanded that Morgan's
loyalists leave the city.

gentina and financed hrﬁ{ by
Argentines. It is about a Buenos Aires couple who Lry help t

snipers,capture 8 Somalis|

!
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Tigers blow up naval
craft, kill 2 sailors

el

The patrol boat, ftted with
a machine gun, two outboard
motors and navy communica-
tion sets, was part of an eflort
to im patrols in the rc-
stricted zone of the lagoon.

Security forces had banned
boat traffic in the lagoon since
October in a bid to nt
LTTE guerililas moving men
and supplies to their northern
sironghold on the Jallna

The attack on the navy boat
marked an increase in LTTE
strikes against military facili-
ties and positions across the
island’s embattled northeast,
where the guerilias are fight-
ing for a scparate state
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Y'slavia denies
exporting arms

to Somalia

BELGRADE, Feb 26: The
Yugoslav defence ministry de-
nied today claims that it was
cxporting arms to Somalia, in a
statement published in the
Delgrade datly Pelitika. reports

AF1
The minisiry sald a US slale
department report Tuesday

ithat a Oreek carge ship was
tramaporting arms from Serbia
to the conflici-torn horn ol
Afrtca state wore “Talse” and
were aimed al "Discrediting
the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavip,” which consists of
Scrbin and Mentonegro.
Serbia had long ¢xporis

arn-- ) southern couniries,
the ministry statement said.



