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NEWS BRIEFS

Clinton-Yeltsin meet
in Canada likely

MOSCOW, Feb 26 Russian
President Boris Ycltsin and US
President Bill Clinton  arc
likely to hold their April 4
summit in Canada, Interfax
news agency said today. "A
high-ranking source in the
Foreign Ministry revealed this
information to an Interfax cor
respondent,” the agency said
The Foreign Ministry was nol
immediately  available for
comment, reports Reuter.

Kohl arrives
in Japan

TOKYO, Feb 26. German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl ar
rived in Japan today, on the
fourth leg of his five-nation
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CIé dire_f_:tor says

India wants to develop
hydrogen bomb

WASHINGTON, FFeb 26 : CIA
direclor James Woolscy, an-
swering question before the
John Glenn Committee of the
Scnate, has expressed the view
that India {s interested in de-
veloping the hydrogen bomb,
and that India's progress in
space launches is 'troubling' to
the United States, reports PTI.

The senate commillice
chairman John Glenn said,
‘almost four years ago, one of
your predecessors, Judge
Webster, testified before this
committee that the intelli-
gence committee had
'indications that tell US that
India is interested in ther-

monuclear weapons capability.’
"Do you share that asscssment
7 Is that still valid today ? And
whit are the indicalors ¥

Wdolscy replicd, "l believe
Judge' Webster's comment s,
unfortunately, still valid. India’s
Bhaba Atomic Research Centre
[I3ARC) has shown an intercst
in materials that are necessary
for the development of ther-
monuclear as distinct from just
nuclecar weapons.

BARC is India's leading in-
stilution for nuclear rescarch
and development, and it de-
signed and produced the de-
vice for the 1974 test.

‘0 Soviet N-subs
met accidents
during Cold War

MOSCOW, Feb 26: At lcast
10 Soviet nuclear submarines
suflered serious rcactor acci-
dents during the Cold War, the
cnvironmental group Green-
peace said in a report released
Friday, reports AP.

“With at lcast eight sink-
ings or reactor mcltdowns,
Soviet nuclear submarines
were at times as much a threat
to Sovict sailors and to the
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Clinton orders
food aid for
Bosnians

WASHINGTON, Feb 26 :
President Bill Clinton today
signcd an exccutlve order au-
thorising the US military to
carry out parachute drops ol
food and medicine into Bosnia,
the Defence Department said,
reports Reuter,

"“The President signed the
order this morning,” sald army

4 major Bryan Whitman, a Pen-

tagon spokesman.

Other Defence oflicials, who
asked not to be identiflled, said
the dropping of hundreds ol
thousands of lcalflets into
Bosnia could begin as early as
Friday night to inform people
that humanitarian aid was on
the way.

Clinton announced on
Thursday that he had dccided
to order unarmed US air fQree
cargo planes to drop [ood,
medicine and other reliel sup-
plics into Bosnia.

Related Story on Page 5
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smugglers' paradise

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Feb 286:
Country’'s major port city,
Chittagong, has now turned
into a paradise ol smugglers
because of its vulnerability to
influx of contraband foreign
goods through air, land and sea
routes, informed sources said.

According to sources,
hardly any day or night passcs
without the entry of large
consignments of contraband

| items, particularly Indian tex-

tile products, drugs and other
forcign goods including costly
cigarettes, electronic goods
and gold.

The fMow of smuggled goods
mainly gold and Indian-made
sarecs and other clothes, rose
with the advent of the month
of Ramzan, market sources
said,

As a result, most of the city
markets here including Mini

Supermarket, Reazuddin
Bazar, Ncw Market, Highway
Plaza, Terribazar and Agrabad
"Singapur Market”, have been
flooded with contraband for-
cign goods that put the coun-
trymade products into a still
competition, sources added.
The sources attributed the
influx of contrabands and large
scale availability of those in the
markects here to the lax secu-
rity at the entry points of the
city mainly Chittagong Airport,
Chittagong sea port, Pahartoli

and Kalurghat checkposts be-

sides passivity of anli-smug-
gling task force and poor
drives by different government
bodies assigned to check the
smuggling.

According to sources, the
alleged smugglers and their
kingpins here run open busi-

See Page 12 Col 7
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A keeper patting a rhino yearling, one of the two, gifted by Nepal to the Mirpur Zoo in Dhaka.

F

— Star photo

Rhinos drawing
more visitors in
Mirpur Zoo

by Sharier Khan

Children and their parents
are thronging the Dhaka Zoo in
Mirpur to see its two ncw little
but hcavy-weight guests — a
rhino couple.

The rhinos, one eight
months old male and the other
a six months old female ar-
rived at the zoo on Fcbruary
14 as a gift from Nepal

The zoo authority has put
them near the elephant shel-
ter in the zoo but the couple
is being separated a by a wall.

“The rhinos were captured
from two diflerent forests in
Nepal,” the Dhaka Zoo curator
informed,” they do not know
each other. Which means they
may fight a bloody battle at the
first meeting.”

The - herbivorous: creatures,
although ferce in nature, have
been calm and friendly so far,
the curator observed.

“They do not mind to be
touched by human beings,” he
added.

Scoe Mage 12 Col 3

Diarrhoea claims 840
lives in two months

By Staff Correspondent

Diarrhoea epidemic has
claimed some 840 lives in lcss
than two months in seven
southern districts, while the
discase spread to the capital
and ncarby Narayanganj dis-

trict, health offlicials said
Friday.
The figure included two

more deaths on Thursday in
Pirojpur, four each in Bhola
and Khulna, and one cach in
Patuakhali and Jhalokathi on
the same day when 480 pcople
were hospitalised in diffcrent
hospitals in the capital, an offi-
cial of the DG (Health) Control
Room said.

The highest number of 237
deaths were reported [rom
Pirojpur district followed by
Barguna 163. Bagerhat 136,
Patuakhalt 126, Jhalokathi 62,
Bhola 61, and Khulna 54, since
the disease broke out in
January, the official said.

The unoflicial death figure
is much higher than the offi-
cial record,

So far 43,352 ple were
{ll in these districts, according
to olficial statistics. .

No death was reported from
any part of the capital since
the Control Room started
monitoring the situation [rom
February 15 but a total of
4,107 sick were treated in
ICDDRB, PG Hospital, Dhaka
Medical College Hospital and
Midford Hospital.

One mobile medical team
was also working in the capi-
tal's worst affected Sabujbagh,
Sutrapur, Lalbagh, Motijhcel
and Kotwali thana arcas,

Iin Narayangan] town one
died of the disease on
Thursday while a total 572

people fell sick since mid

The E:untrul Reom source’

said that more than 500 medi-
cal teams have been working
round the clock in seven
soulhern districts.

Health officials said that

See Page 12 Col 8
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tour of Asia, for talks with |

Prime Minister Kitch
Miyazawa. During his four-day

visit, Kohl is expectled Lo urge

Japan to offer Russta aid as a
sign of support jor its eco
nomic and democratic re
florms, a tepic due 10 be dis
cussed at July's annual summul
of the group of seven [G7) in
dusinal nations reporis Roeuter

Syria to convene
meeting of Arabs

BRUSSELS, Feb 26: Syria
satd today it would comvenc a
meeting of Arab states in
Damascus shortly o discuss
how ie relaunch the stalled
Middie East peace process and
solve the question of
Palkestinian deporices, repors
Heuter.

Sehri, Iftar Timings

Ram [Feb  Sehri _ Ifiar
« (27| — |6068pm
§ |28 |500ami6 06 pm

Angry BJP MPs disrupt
Parliament session

NEW DELII, Feb 28: Angry
members of a [lindu nationalist
parly disrupted Parliament
Friday to condemn a massive
police erackdown that thwar.
ted their anti-government rally
in the capital, reports AP

Firing tear gas and walcr
cannons, riot police prevented
tens of thousands of Hindu na-
tionalists from assembling near
'arlament Thursday to hold
the mllﬁ, called by the right-
wing Bharatiya Janata Party
([WJP).

Al least B8 pcople were
infjured and more than 2,800
people were arrested. Most of
them were relcased later
withoul charges being flled.

“What New Delhi witnessed
yesterday was the most excep-
tional assault on the citizens
of the state,” Jaswant Singh, a
scenfor leader of the Bharattya
Janata Party told reporters.

"We cannot be cowed down
by sticks and bullets,” said
Atal Behari Vajpayce, another
scrior y leader.

Thousands of armed po-
licemen who had taken over
the streets returned to their
barracks on Friday, and the

razor-edged wires and siccl
barricades secaling the area
around Parllament wcre dis-
mantled.

Other parts of the capital
also returned to normal Friday,
a day after a virtual sicge was
laid by protesters trying to
march toward Parliament and
the policemen holding them
back throughout the day.

Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao's government
had pledged to prevent the
rally, saying a large assembly of
Hindu nationalists  could
reignite Hindu-Muslim riots
that have already killed at least
1.940 people since December,

The riots started after BJP
supporters destroyed a Muslim
mosque in the northern town
of Ayodhya on December 6.
The violence ebbed last
month, but tension between
Hindus and Muslims are still
high.

Mosl national newspapers
praised tw ban on the rally,
and In cditoriais on Friday,
supported the police crack
down.

"All this has been a small
price to pay for preventing ...

frenzied activists (of BJP)
pouring finto New Delhi and
creating mayhem,” the English

Innfuag: Ploncer ncwspaper

"Afller the bitter
ence at Ayodhya ... no sane
govermrent could be expected
to take the risk of the night-

expert-

mare being repeated in the
capital,” the independent
daily said.

In Parlament, both houses
of the legislature adjourned in
chaos aller screaming BDhara-
tiya Janata lawmakers insisted

on an apology by the
rmmanlt.
Two of them rushed in

front of the Speaker's podium
in the lower house carrying
tcar gas shells fired at
demonstrators Thursday, and

t into a shouting match with
gislators of the governing
Congress Party

In the upper house, a law- |

maker hobbled in wearing a
cast on his leg

When nothing could be
heard in the chaos and the BJP
members refused 1o calm
down, business was suspended

Sec I'nge 12 Col 8

Zairean troops
lift siege of
parliament

KINSHASA, Feb 26: Zairean
troops today lifted a three-day
siege of their country’s intertm
parliament, saying legislators
now understood soldiers’ pay
gricvances, reports Reuter.

Witnesses said armoured
vehicles and infantry left the
makeshift parliament bufldt
where they had imprison
some 1000 legislators and stall
in a row over banknotcs, and
rolitlr:!an: emerged to cheer
rom civilan onlookers.

[Eariier Story on Page 5]

UNITA's absence
delays Angolan

peace talks

LUANDA, Feb 286: Angolan
peace talks due to start In
Addis Ababa, the Ethfopian
capital today, were delayed by
the non-arrival of the rebel
UNITA delegation, and Ango-
lan government spokesman
said, reporis Reuter.

"The mecting has nol yet

| begun because UNITA has not

arrived,” General Higino Car-
neiro, spokesman for the
government delegation, said
on Angplan state-run radio.

See Page 12 Col 85

Acute liquidity crisis cripples

By Inam Ahmed and Sohel Manzur

Acute Hquidity crists, labour
unrcst and under-utitsation of
production capacity have been
identified by the BUMC officials
and entreprencurs of jute sec-
tor as the major problems of
the yarn and jute goods pro-

| ducing mills of the country

They also viewed that lack
n{ adequate government patro-
nisation in lerms ol incentives
and financial {acilities further
aggravated the problems

They said the problems
were mainly causing undcestr
able increase in the cost of
production of jute goods allow-
ing other jutc exporting coun:
tries 1o capture the interna
tional market

Frequent power disruption,
excess manpower, fixation of
mintmum wages for the labour,
nigh bank intcrest rate, lack of
expertise and poor local con-
sumption of jute gnods are the
other problems that hit the

jute scctor lo a great extenl
The jute industrics are not
being able to utilise thetr op-
timum capacity because of the
fall of demand of jute goods in
the international market, they
sald, adding that the demand
would fall further in future.
According to statistics,
nearly 4000 looms of the jute

prescription as against the
interest of the country saying
that if the jute mills could be
modernised and proper at-
tention given to the sector
reduction of demand would
not be a problem.

The demand of jute goods
in the international market
was |7 lakh ton per year in the

Crisis in jute sector-111

mills out of the total 25,864
are remaining idle because of
the fall in demand. The World
Bank has alrcady told the gov.
ernment to close down 13 jule
mills ocut of the tntal 64, so
that the femaining unils could
utilise thetr maximum capacily
to meet the reduced demand.
Officials at BJMC (Bang-
ladesh Jute Mills Corporation),
however, tlermed the WD

mid -60s which reduced to 8
lakh ton at present. The capac-
ity of the country's jute mills
is, however, 8 lakh ton, inchud
ing B lakh ton of the NJMC
mills

"Liquidity crisis makes a
jute mill non viable in many
ways’, commenting this RMA
General Secretary Momenur
Rahman said the enlrepre
neurs could not purchase mw

industries

julte tn time and in low price
beeause of the crisis. The
BMRE (Balancing. Moderni
sing, Rchabilitation and
Expansfon} of the mills alto
hits snag often because of the
same crisis resulting n Jower
production capacity of the
mills, he said, adding that {f
there was no such crisis the
entreprencurs could try Lo im
prove the quality of their
products to lace the competi-
ttve international market

"Il 1 had no Bquidity crisis
in running my own mill, |
would sct up a mini power
plant to face loadahedding,
Momenur Rahman said de
scribing power disruption as
onc of the vital problem for the
Industrial sector

One of the major problems
facing the spinning mills is the
delay in disbursing subsidy,

whicth has been granted the 1

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Split in CPB looks

inevitable

By Staff Correspondent

The split in the Communist
PParty of Bangladesh (CPB)
looks inevitable as the hardlin-
ers took a firm stand in favour
of communism F‘ridni at the
opening day of the three-day
Central Commiltee meecting,

sources said.

"The Central Committee has
no right to dissolve the party,
the communists (in DBang-
ladesh) will remain as
communist,” Mujahidul Islam
Selim, a hardliner, told the
committce members. He said
"we still belicve that commu-
nism has relevance to human
welfare.” But his opponcnts
said, "It is trrelevant in the
world perspective as well as in
Ra .

Earlter, Selim submitted a
written statement signed by
12 other members of his side.

Fiflty-four of the 75-member
Central Committee were pre-
sent at the first day of the
meeting.

Ajoy Roy, Shamsuddcha, Dr
Sarwar Ali and Shekhar Datta
spoke in [avour of their stand
on the issue while Nurul lslam
Nahid submitted his report as
the General Secretary. The

meeting was chaired by pnrlx
president Saifuddin Ahme
Manik.

On the other hand the
moderates refuted Selim's
contention and sald that com-
munism had lailed to reach its
goal and the party has to

search for new ways.

"Our politics is aimed at
pcﬂcrit'l welfare, so we have to
find out ways and means in
this regard,” a modcrate mem-
ber was quoted as saying in the
meeting.

He also said that they
should accept majority deci-
sion.

The transformists also sug-
gested to form a new party in
alliance with NAP, Ganatantri
Party and Democratic Forum of
Dr Kamal Hossain, as the third
force in the country.

The two contrasting pro-
posals may be put on vote at
the end of the mecting alter
the explanations from the
members who submitted doc-
uments before the Central
Committee.

Obscrvers say, it is almost
certain that the proposal for

See 'age 12 Col B

Kim names 3 teachers
as ROK ministers

SEOUL, Feb 26: President
Kim Young-sam in a surprisc
move today named three uni-
versity professors (o serve as
South Korea's Uniflication
Board Mintister, Foreign Mi-
nister and National Intel
ligence Chiefl, a spokesman
said, reports AFP.

llan Wan-sang, a Scoul
Nationa! Untversity Professor,
was named Deputy Prime
Minister in charge of the
National Unification DBoard,
while lan Seng-joo, a Korea
University Political Sctence
Professor, was named Foreign
Minister.

Kim Deuk, a Profcasor al
Korea Foreign Language
School, was named to head the
National Security Planning
Agency. The National Intel-
ligence Agency Kim has
promised to reform.

Lee Kyong-shik, President
of Korea Gas Corp. was lappcd
tlo serve mas Depu Prime
Minister heading the Eco-
nomic Planning Board.

Kim was inaugurated
Thursday a South Korea's first
civillan President in more than
three decades, replacing Roh
Tae-woo, a former army gen-
cral.

Kwon Young-hae, a former
Deputy Delfence Minister, was
named Defence Minister.

The spokesman, speaking
in a televised news conler-
ence, quoted Kim as saying he
had made an effort to pick
people from all walks of life
and from all regions of the
country to serve in his [lirst
cabinet and had given “spectal
consideration” to choosing
women,

Sec Page 12 Col B
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Democratic Forum
fails to form
preparatory body

for convention
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Democratic
Forum has [afled to form of a
preparatory committee for its
planned convention in
May because of the poor re-
sponse from political quarter.

However, a Forum meeting,
convened to constitute the
committee, decided terday
that the body would be formed
and announced by March 1B,

The mecting held at the
Bafly Road residence of Dr,
Kamal Hossain, convenor of
the organisation, further de-
cided that uniess the prepara-
tory body was formed, the
steering commitiee of the
Forum would perform the
preparatory commitice's du-
ties, a press statement re-
leased after yesterday's meet-

See Page 12 Col 6

Hasina protests
dismissal of
Waliur, Mohiuddin

Leader of the itionn in
parliament Shefkh Hasina
yesterday protested dismissal
of Ban h Ambassador in
ltaly Wallur Rahman and act-

ing permanent resentative
in Lhe Unile Nations

Mohiuddin Ahmed, reports
UNB.

In a statement, she said
the freedom fighters who are
in the service in Bangladesh
forcign missions are being
sacked while killers of
Bangabandhu — Mohiuddin,
Major Nur Chowdhury and
Major Shariful Islam Dalim —
were clevated to the post of
ambassadors by the present
government,

Hasina said the anti-libcra-
tion Jamaat-Shibir clements
have raiscd their ugly heads
because of anti-liberation
character ol ruling BNP.

She said freecdem fighiers
of 197% Liberation War are be-
ing neglected while Rajakars
and Al-badrs were rewarded. It
was Ziaur Rahman who rehabil-
itated Jamaat-Shibir, Rajakar-
Albadr politically and DBegum
Zia is patronising thesc evil
forces following the footprints
of her husband.

BCU denies
relation
with CPB

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU) Friday said the organisa-
tion had no ceonnection with
the Communist Party ol Bang-
ladesh [CPB).

"It is not a fronl organisa-

tion of any political party, a

BCU press re ;
Hcfcrﬂn%h:n a report pub-

lished In Datly Star on

Friday, Ruhin Heossain Prince
and Safjad Zahir, President
and General Secretary respec-
tively said in a statcment that
"BCU 1is an indcpendent stu-
dent organisation.”

As it was not a front organi-
sation ol any political party, so
the question of helding
demonstration during the cen-
tral committee mecting of the
CPB, doecs not arise, the siate-
ment said.

The BCU leaders urged to
refrain from publishing such
reports.

Jhenidah civil
surgeon office
ransacked

JIIENIDAIL, Feb 26: llealth
service examination candidates
ransacked the Civil Surgeon
office here today and blocked
the Jhenidah-Jessore road
protesting the shifting of their

examination date, reporis
UND. ,
The cxamination scheduled

for today was declared post-
ned by the authorities on
ursday threugh miking
without prier netification. The
date for the test for 24 vacant
F‘::.. was earlier deferred

February 19

Witnesses sald about 900
candidates, who came to Lhe
town from across the country
to cempete for 234 vacant
posts, went berserk at the
sudden announcemcnt, Tan-
sacked the Civil Surgeon of-
fice and blocked the road for
aboul an hour.

Deputy Commissioner of
the district rushed to the spot

and the unruly can-
. appeased d
holding of the competitive

test.



