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Voices and Visions from the | Volunteers Look to the Future

Overscas (VSO), which is in

. B ::El.i;ll:t ?ﬂd:t;dlnﬁh vﬁlu helping doveloping eountrics,
N charity. Al vspoecially in younger people,
SO UTh E n | Ive n I V the Veluntary Services bym yi has been fosicred by the activi-

ties ol Lhe independent Cowtre

E:- ll'r..»rw:*f'r'lurl::t ufdhrﬁrEn; :ﬂ};h — the second cclebrity to  ernmoent's Overseas Develop- for World Development
: . : : ‘al peopie lo develop skills bironme a VSO Ambassador ment Adminisiration ODA). Education [CDWE) which cele-
WII' w f‘ﬂ\iﬂ. C‘Oﬂtiﬁﬂﬂ tO t‘ﬂ "'Iﬂ dOITIInErIt lmEGES ﬂf thﬂ dE\’Elﬂplﬂg Wﬂ'ﬂd Thﬂﬁﬂ ]maggs in oversecas countiries, has alitr photographer Putrick Local Rates brated its 25th anmiversary last

launched a new plan designed

4 . . . Lichiickd — has been workd

come mostly from Western television. A new series of documentaries, currently being shown on G G e Loias Rl P T S Ak High remuneration 1% ° One of the afmm of the con.

British Television, challenges these stereotypes. The South, a series of 25 programmes from 18 broaden (s influence  Zimbabwe, Ugarida and the Ckarly not what volustecrs 1" whosc patron is Queen
: : : wo g Caribbe; s full prajse because their stipend ¢ : . cduocate

countries gives the fiimmakers from the South the chance to tell their own stories. For 34 yeurs; volunteers: Tor thetr aclhsarcss. TT ' in heeping with the local H',‘,‘[T:’,f‘;.Ei;h._",lff,.“ni“‘:ﬁ';,

Tis rare 0 sce on Wesl-
oM lclovision screons a
me made by a

Daya Kishan Thussu writes from London

Ploughshares, South Alrican
flm makcer Hapitse Montsho
examines two opposing mili

whose average age is 33, hav
ing bren going out to spend
two years in {ar-NMung cormers

Itanding over the ¢l o
the

rates of pay and they often
e 10 work from accommo-
dation withoutl bisic noeessi-
Lraav il sk

schoolchildren. abeut why de-
volopmoend aid #s nocessary.
Fhe inclusion of guestions on

program 0 of the carth 1o help bridge the  scrviee baton to third L Ft i Ve .
filmmaker from the developing '_"“‘i f :‘r?. traditions: the Seouth skills shoriage ﬂ,‘uppin a vfri:l}f Ambassador, former British s view by eamnn nting tha :ﬁ?ﬂndﬁ-:::m :.t:l-li:::i‘::ﬂ:ki:
'B‘MH' e i e i ﬁ*‘:‘}:‘ﬂ;’"‘fm d;:f‘"dffl lf;f of areas including education, ynmrn'n javelin champion voluntecrs now in Zimba il papers’ snd i}rf addition of
m u s A par , . 1 guerrilia rural devclopment, manag Fatima Whitbread, David ¢ome- whre children in the rural ar grography as a compulsory
usially filed the Western wing of the African National menl, Anance, health and the mcnted: "As | prepate to un: cas are [acing starvation, have thonzl f*urr:a-uhlm subject ﬁ:,
moedias own ign corre- Congress (ANC). The (Hm ex establishment of cssential ser- dertake my own music teach donated 1heir allowances 1o . -
stissr o Peggrogondgnn Bibodg Slotcy Wheiher 4 comblied . TEEh S | : Scplembuer this year are part of
vies ing P!T.Ijl_'fl‘ in Uganda, | am h(!P feed them. the CIYWFE s surressful cam-
matter thal many of these army is possiblc in a transi Their contributlions are surc that when | return | will The image of the VSO par prign. |
may not know the an:lal " Seuth: ‘Aelew: and particularly apprecinted during €cho the words of a velunteer ictpantis refleets a conmun Other successful British
ge. culture or tradition wh;jhu an inicgrated force cmcrgencies surh as wars, in Zimbabwe — 1 camc in trait in Britons generally. who volunlevr recruitmenl agen-
of the cou 1hey;rt nwt:;r m:.;! eV umlk-r a black ma- drought, familne &nd NMoods tlcach but I've learne:] so  have a strong preference for  cgeq supportied by the ODA in-
ing. As a the diversity ol 0 Ll i Clearly, i the VSO's com much voluntary work, an acthvity cm-  clude the Catholie Institute of

100 or more countries is mul-
Ned under the blanket term

From India comes a docu
mentary by Lalit Vachani, The

mendable activities are Lo con
tinue beneliting poor in dew |-

THs senttment cpliomiscs
the whole cxpertence and 1mo-

bracing over 23 millon adults
cvery year. This Agure reveals a

International Relations (CHIY,
Skillshare Africa (lormerly

"'lhtl:'““:l'd "nrl-:: o ::::;L-:I, l:ﬁ:':rnh IMEL;WN- oping countrcs in the 1990s, thoallon of nearly 19,000 pasi highor proportion of the popu - Intcrnational Voluntary Ser-

from Western views n{' gramme focuscs 1.'::-};.}1!‘." r‘t'ﬁl:rul- then  pew  strategics  arce  volunicers who worked for the  latlon than volunteered ten view) wnd the United  Nations

developing counlyies, once ist Rashtriyva Swayamsevak needed (o tackle the fast ex-  Service and the 1580 (48% of  ycars ago, according (o a Asso: fnlion International
ping : y y sV panding demands on he them female) now  actively national survey conducted by

Sangh which was banned last

Sere [UNALS)

British television channel is ;
agency's limited resources serving in B0 counirics In the London-bascd chari : _
screening &  acries  of Ik‘l‘cl.mh('l;“{iﬂz?ﬂng o nllrlged Extensive Review Africa, Asia, Caribbean and the  Volunieer Centre last year Y lirrll:lur;'t L; Hit;.:u -_Tn:t
mwmes on the South n L struction of & Pactlic regions. Considering It also showed that in am i . RRITe. P th:

by Jocal film makers.
Calléed South, the serics

opened in February on Channel
4. on¢ of Britain's two indé-

medicval mosque in Ayodhya in
northern India,

The Muslim world is repre-
scnted by Jamila's Mirror, an

It is against this backdrop
that the organtsation launched
fts new fhve-year plan, “Tnvest
ing in People”™, in London in

the fact thal it now costs £10
500 per head annually 1o send
these ofien highly skilled per
sonncl overseas, fundraising is

onc week, as many as 10 mil
Hon adults may be involved in
organiscd charitable activity of
onc sorl or another. Other

1958, -when propost
sciting up of the VSO, that #t
would provide “opportunitics
of scrviee that would not only
make a positive contribution o

pendent TV networks. It fol- cxamiination of the political | Scptember. It contatned the . important eclement of the  highlighis of 1he survey fndi

lows ‘& critically acclaimed and personal life of Arab | most exiensive review cver Lo lh“nl;ﬁ:’wmh_ crent e citle ,fml ‘ahml“!i;;h n}]:'h:::'uy those countries bul would

'hl'ui‘:ldcﬁsl n{t the same name Er;rnl h;; Egyvplian dirceior 'I'.u- Laken since the charity was VSO dircctor David Groon workers are women comparcd ;""“l‘:““li.:’ ‘-;{mem *:’:_

aircd in 1991, . Uﬁll ‘ﬁi‘ many cntries from first cstablished as an agency who devised the five -year plan, lo 50% who are mon; six out ol . Pai i 4
specialising in broadening the our young propkc”,

Channel 4, ten years old last
November, has established a
reputation for innovative tcle-
vision. It has encouraged all
sections of the community to
have a voice In wlevision, pro-
ducing programmes aboul

Latin Amorica is Latin Worw 1
[3eat in California by Chilcan
dircctor Valeria Sarmiento,
dealing with the issuc of illcgal
fnneration. The flm portrays
Latin women who leave thedr
couniries 1o scek a better Hig

horizon of school-lcavers by
scnding them 1o spend a year
in developing countrics

Over the next five years the
programme alms lo increasc
its activilics o cover 50% of

cxplained tha! there was a
nevd Jor flextbility in the ser-
vices oflered and that the plan
required a significant Increasc
in real income, "We shall also
attempl 1o broaden our sphere
of mfluence and ratse aware-

len prople aged from 256 o 44
arc currently volunteers, cons:
parcd to only three oul of ien
aged 65 or over

Younger People

This high scnse of humeani
tartantsm  and nterest  in

That the objeriive has been
achicved cannot be gatnsaid.
The next step Is 1o continue
cxpanding into the next cen-
tury.

The writer is LIS Special
Correspondent

women, cthnic minorities, < § the world s poorest countrics : :
i in the United Stales. 88 Hfﬂur aclivitics — k‘iﬂ.hllﬂ.
l:ﬂn:runnll:lnt and dﬂ:ﬂh?ﬂtﬂl E According 1o Lhe series’ | — @n iIncrease of 10% — and  we hope. 1o a much  needed
a opening up lelevision lo 8 producers the programmes treble the number of returned  boost 1o fundraising.,” he |
independent produccers and S8 provide “new insight into his- volunicers actively supporting ,dded
"“'; ideas. 2 lory, politics, gender issues V) wark on & rogulng basls. & uman mpu se a ay
n news and current afTairs, g and beliefs in soctety which [t also envisages ollering I'he popularity of the or-

too, it bas impressive n-
tlals. lts Magship, Channel 4

are relevamt to understanding
the coneerns of 1oday.”

overscas pariners a wider
range of services, In addition

ganisation is unquestionable. In
1991-92 period, it received

by Sanchita Chowdhury

News, Lhe nightly 50-minute e f;.r All the Bilms wore: cointivile: tu the its established and suc- 75,000 cnquirics ol whom LL animals plwy. Yet The excitement of games is
slot for news analysis, is BL stoned by Channcl 4 and, apan cessful two-year volunteer pro- BOOO formally applicd, 2000 man s a specie thal a living pastimc for the past

Ernh-lhly the most compre-
daily news bulletin on
Biritish television. Channcl 4
documentaries, notably
Dispaiches, have many com-
mitied viewers.
South, to be broadtast ovi
the acxt two months, consists

Scene from Memones of Oild Manila
A revealing odyssey into four centuries of Manila's
history, culture and society. To be shown on British
television as part of South a series of 25 programmes
from 18 developing countries

from Lhe British broadcasts,
they hope to sell to a wider
audience overscas. Already Lhe
scrics has been bought by
hroadcasters 1Iin Spain,
Portugal, Finland, Francc.
Guormany, Isracl and Australia

Is there not a danger that

gramme o include shorter-
term experienced woluntecers,
Iraining opportunities and

profect lunds.
[Intish pop star David Esscx

e —

wire Iintervicwed and 1200
sclected, The VSO's aclivitics
in 1992-93 cosl £18.5 mil-
lion, £14.3 million of which
came from the British sov-

-

carrics its youthlful
capacity for play with no
thought of immediatc gain but
only exciting pleasure and
jubilant rapture. "Man is the
unly truly man when he is play-
ing”, sald Federich Von
Schiller. Biologists and ethnol-
ogists have said that a game is

and present moment. In other
words, “play” is a pure aptitude
for lving. not of this or that
type of life, made desirable by
fashion or habit but for things
as they are, lile is as it is.

“l don't think they play at
all. They fairly quarrel so
dreadfully one cannot hear

of 25 programmes from 18 dc- . ;

: Soulh’'s producers may be
veluping counirics. it 18 biggest fnvestor in long Kong they find that their music no  making ﬂIF;'ns wHth a Pﬂmyﬂ rily closely bound up with the urge oncscll specak and they don't
un lq'uf.. Thl‘ prl:lllril'“mtﬁ. ﬂnd rutlltd th'.-' ecconomic lﬂng'ﬂl’ hﬂ..ﬁ an ﬂudi{.nrc_ To w[‘!l-l['rn ﬂud‘lﬂ‘nt‘t in n]'nd.', ; Loy ulphn -ﬂlﬂl to .m“& one's soent 1o hinye Sy FUh'h i F“Ir

most of them 25 minulcs long,
arc made entircly by film and

boom on the mainland.
The .Ilare and the Torloise,

survive they have o compcte
wilth pop songs [rom llong

fceding on Weslern sterco-

lypes about the Third World,

| turiosity in a pragmatic media
' ol learning and discovery of

ticular: atl least il there is no-
body attending to them ,..."

icievision people from the de- by Chinesc filmmaker Yane- Kong and Taiwan and the lat-  fts exotic and interesting peo: | | . inner beings of man and all the The spcaker is Alice, the
veloping world, giving Shu, a gradualc ol the Beifing ¢st recorduies of Madanneae and ple and culogising their strug- : y . | hichcr species of animals, heroine of Lewis Carrol's "Alice
Southern voices and visions di- . Fim Academy, uscd the stories  Michacel  Jacksen  [rom  gles? : What is true in biology is In Wonder Land,” and she was
el acovss 1o hﬂ“ﬂ tedowi - of two musicians w0 dramalisc Amcrica. Those involved with the B in mm h’m : _ and tﬂjh'lﬂ.g abowt her confusion at a
SN screens. the way capitalism is trans- The musicians are forced 10 séries at Channel 4 say they f iium!l]r studies. socinl game ir which moral rules

However, increasing de-
pendence on fought-over ad-
vertising revenuce means that
the serics, which runs a tlotal
of 11 hours, is now being
broadcast weckly on Mondays
at 11 pm instcad of the previ-
ous prime time slot of 7 pm.
now dominated by popular
Amcrican comedy.,

Two [films about China

launched the serics. The first, -

The Hidden Agenda, cxamined
the emerging alliance between
China’'s communist lcadcrs and
Hong Kong's busincss tycoons,
which has madc China the

forming the [abric of Chincse
socicly. The slogan “serving
the people™ has been replaced
by the unbridled pursuit of
moncy. The [ilm poignantly
conveys the struggle of the two
musicians to adapt to the ncw
consumer culture, and the
problems of an ancient and so-
phisticated civilisation coming
to lerms with matcerialism.
Shu’s film portrays Beijing
violinist. Li Nan, and tradi-
tional musician Ding [Huai
Cheng, who have for years be-
longed to the stale-run cultural
world. Now, 1o their dismay,

scll their talents in the mar-
ketplace, Li now plays “classic
pop  in holels and records [ilm
music while [Ding carns his liv-
ing playing at wedding and Tu-
ncral music in villages. 1le is
still committed, however, lo
collecting  ancicnt folk
melodies that arc in danger of
disappecaring, while wearing a
McDonalds' T-shirt.

Given the wide varicty of
source counirics, the serics
naturally cncompasses a huge
range ol styles and subject
maltier, In the programme,
Turning Sivords into

arc aware of the problem and
have ensured that the dircc-
tors have a [rce hand in mak-
ing Lheir programmces.

Said Ruhul Amin, whosc
film The Movie Wallah, aboul
the tribulations of a rickshaw-
puller in Bangladesh is also in-
cluded in the series: "1 am
aware ol that danger. For me
the most important thing is
thal | have o be true to my
moedium and do justice to my
subject.” — GEMINI NEWS

DAYA KISIIAN THUSSU is
Associale Editor of Gemini
News Service.

The Aging Society of Muang Phon

ED and salty, the infer-
il earth baked under

R the harsh sun when |

visited this village tucked in

what has been described as .

Thafland's “bleakest” region. Krasac Chanawongse, himsclifa grant [from the Ramon  never cxpected o sce Dr
Rice and jute arc thec main most unique man, who then Magsaysay Memorial Krasae again — al lcasl, notl 1o
crops of Muang Phon, a village organiscd the ‘oundatfon, launched a health live and practise medicine in

in Khon Kaen provinee near
Thailand's northern border
with Laos. Among ils most
precious resources are fits
clders.

As in many Asian countrics,
the number of Thailand's
elderly Is rising. It has dou-
bled, in fact, in the last 20
years, the growth rate faster
than the rate of Thailand's

ATELY | h h .
population increase. In Muang polentials of the clderly. cators. They arc trained at  competed sceondary school, A muPIEs, t!?::fr:?c:v;gt ]ﬁ:::::rli-; gﬁ:i:d t:::'“;-'?;;:- i?:‘_t:y::;?lﬁ RESPECT: | had written a picce on respeeting your part-
Mhon. they also age — bul in Studics have siown that Khon Khaen University's © local member ol parlfament to be married. They ask for advice on how to make a ner, a few week ago. Respecting cach other always gives a

style. and with purposc.
In the mid- 19808, some vil-
lage clders complained about

muscular and intestinal prob-
lems brought about by frequent
sitting or kneeling at the Jocal
[Budd hist temple during medi-
tation. They -consullted Dr

ing Socicty of
Muang Phon. Gl -F
The Soeicty — whose 175
members are aged 45 to B0
years — began a series of exer-
ciscs using Singaporean acro-
bics and Chinese Tai Chi. Over
the years, their health im-
proved, '

Al about the same time, Dr
Krusae also recogniscd the

community healith workers
who arc more than 50 ycars
old are excecdingly effective in

by Arjuna
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promoling health care,” he
siick during my visit. "The chal-
lenge -is how to harness Lhe
aging population productively.”

Dr Krasae, with a small

project aimed al fncrcasing
community sell-reliance in
planning and implementing
health care. It started with 30
members of the Aging Socicty
of Muang Phon. :
Today, these clders lead the
Socicty through exercise reg-
imens and other community
aclivities. More members have
applicd to become health edu-

Rescarch and Development
Institute headed by Dr Krasac.
They also attend seminars

in health in%lflu_linm-'. ke the
World llcalth Organisation’s
Otological (concerning the car)
Centre. Visiling nurses and
doctors from Asian and Alrican
countries have also given lee-
tures.

Sceveral of the clders are
now doing voluntcer work with
the distriet Phon Ilospital.
Members of the Aging Socicly
ol Muang Phon have been in-
vited to train other clderly
Thais in Pitsanulok and Chiang
Mai provinces in the north and
in Buriran, Surin and Ubol
provinces in the northcast,
Similar aging socictics have
been formed in these

provinces, cnlii for training sand regular | tragedy is that too often this magical fecling recedes as the her/his pride or anger at that crucial moment.
scrvice, preparing patients jor | responsibilitics of marriage take over. So what do a couple i P
v Flr Krasae is oo ordinary ¢xaminaltion and other non- do? First, to realize that love necds nurturing and rcassur- h"L:L'I.Id:j;t .1::?::1:?.: ';:wm; 'm“:"!;:'fh“;l raa: he 0
ot tor. In 1973 he was  medical work. ances. It needs rejuvenation and the only person who can do e These are just fnsights | Em ptlwmd A ﬁg
awarded I.hc_ Ramon Magsaysay And now, the Aging Socicty this is you. If you care aboul your spousc, thcn show cach ﬂ gﬂih | do - Wre
Award (Asia’s cquivalent 1o the ©f Muang Phon. Indeed, Dr | other that you carc. Be expressive. Everyone likes being 1ok FER SRR I WOIR WS 6 IOATTIAGE. oL oL e

Nobel prize and named afler a
populist Philippine president)

. lor demonstrating that a doc-

lor dedicated (o scrvice can
overcome the most stubborn of
obstacles in bring ng cllective
hcalth services o negleeted
and impoverished rural peo-

ple.” (The award qualificd him
to gct a small grant which
launched the aging socicty.)

Classmates and relatives

the village where he was born.

" One of cight children in a poor

[amily, he left school at age 13.
Ile was an apprentice in a
lumber shop without pay. e
earncd cash after hours by
scling rainwater to thirsty
passengers at a ncarby railway
slation.

He was bgfriended by a
school principal and later

illowed him to live in his
house and Dr Krasae continued
his studies in Bangkok. lic
graduated in 1960, at the age
ol 28,

"In medical school.,” his
award citation rcads, "thinking
of 140,000 people in P’hon
district with endemic {ll-
nesses, trealable discases and
inflections, and no doctor, he
determined to serve them."

And serve he did. One of
the first things he did was to
pcrsuade the locals to con-
iribute ore baht (then about 5
US cents] to consiruct a ncw
clinfe. Today, 1t is a first class
health eentre, with a small
hospital and modcst, modern
facilitics. Unpaid volunteers

Krasac has shown a remole
communily what i1 could do
for ftsclfl given the meagre
means.

The clderly have stood up
o the challenge. And, like Dr
Krasac, delivered,

— Depithnews Asia

Pup star David Essex,

outgoing Ambassador
| Voluntary Service Overseas, pictured in Uganda.
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rituals, and even science, arc
ol based on what | belicve is
scriousness, but on play, cu-
riosity and gratuitous explo-
ratfon — factors that stimulate
creativity and invention. Many
researches of modern science
inform the up-to-date man thati
the ﬂuuﬂlging of modern
tlechnology is the outcome of
man’'s youthful vigour and cre-
alivily.

We are not of course talking
about games as golf or football,
The guestion is largely about
scmantic. English language
uscs words "games” and "play”
o denote the concept in
French, German, Spanish and
many other language, desig-
nated by the single word "ir".
This lcads to endless conlu-
sions, Even one of the bright-
csl scientists, Darwin, whose
“theory of evolution” created a
Ircmendous revolution in sci-
cnee, has described how, at
the moment of discovery, man
lell pleasure, and the same
cxcitement that a child feels
while playing.

have been abandoned. The
croguetl ground is not the usual
smooth lawn but a waste land
of ridges and furrow. The
hoops, balls, mallcts arc all liv-
ing creatures. They lterally re-
fused to play the game. A blood
thirsty and tyrannical "Queen”
ruled the proccedings by
whim, and decided when the
play should start and [linish.
Ultimately the players were
cul off on the slightest pretext,
Carroll's parody fruitfully illus-
trated the link of it with game.
Alice's experfence in the ero-
quet game cflfectively laid bare
the irradonal and sometimes
dangerous mechanism of social
life. The craxy hoops, bhalls,
mallets were simply a parody
of bureaucrats, when they im--
puede decisions on projects
undertaken in the public in-
terest.

In this particular dilemma
of modern civilization, Iresher
social orders arc to be estab®
lished. And then new games
with ncw norms may appcar to
the next generation.

e e

success of their marriage. | have also heard some complaints
from such couples who say thal my advice is always dirceted
towards people who have been marrizd for a long time.
Therefore my column today is in response to those queries,
First, | will have to say that there 18 no ready-made formula
which will assure Lhe success of a marrage. If it were that
casy, than there would be far less disilhusionment with mar-
riage. Second, marriage 1s essentially what you make of it. |
know Lhis sounds very boring but it is the truth. ([ there is
love, respect, understanding and a certain amount of humility
among couples then there s no reason why a marriage should

not be suceessful.

Il the above sounds too simplistic then | shall elaborate it a

little.

LOVE: Samconc once told me that what s marriage — aller
all. a monotonous, boring existence, full of responsibilitics,
bouncing cheque books and dirty dishes, but for the magic
called love. Love is the only thing that makes it worth it. Love
is the ecstatic, euphoric lecing which makes your heart soar,
and touch the stars. It is that magical lecling of wanting to
give and asking for nothing in return.

It 1s what makes our life exciting and worth living, The

that he or she iIs loved. Express your feclings in deeds, words
and not only in thought. The other important thing s to be
appreciative. You eannot go wrong with (his one. Don't just say
it to yoursell, say it aloud o your partner. It is wondcrful to
hear a word of thanks or get a compliment from a loved one.
emember, all the compliments and praises in the world do
not make a pcrson as happy as the one from the person you

Success of Marriage

love most makes,

positive feedback. It brings out the best in cach other. Always
remember, there are pgood and bad sides to everyone. The
positive
partner and build on that. It enhances each other's sell os-
teem and makes vou want to be worthy of the relationship. At
please avoid those unintentional but cruel remarks
about ecach other. Belicve me, they do nothing for the rela-
lionship, on the other hand, they leave you feeling small,

challenge is to discover the

all cost,

worthless and unimportant.

UNDERSTANDING: | am surc | do nol have lo statc how
important it Is to be understanding and tolerant in a mar-
riage. When two people live together in such close proximity,
there is bound to be some tensions, some incidents that go
tolally against the sensibility of onc of the
just manage to stay calm at that moment and delay-the reac-
tion for the time being, then a major conflict can be avoided.
Another very important thing to remember is 1o waft (o say
the right thing at the right time. Choosing the right time o
vent your complaints or disagreement is a very wisc and
clever strategy. Couples often say Lhings they don't really
mean and regret it later on, Many _
uations can be avoided f one of the eouple can just swallow

that each marria
there are ecertain

cralizations.

is unique and therefore different. lut
haviour patterns, and certain conflicting
siluations that are common in most marringes. It fs in view of
those commonality that | have dared to make the above gen-

personality traits in your

pariners. Il onc can

serious and conflicting sit-

— Shaheen Anam




