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HE concept ol
diplomacy is as old as

I civilization. And ap-

pointment of ¢nvoys Is as an-
cicnt as politics itsell, but not
until the filticenth century
when appointment began to be
more or less on regular basis.
Normally envoys had tradition-
ally been recruited in Europe
from the wcalthy aristocrat
families in those old days.
Social position in the socicly
was the prime [aclor for sclee-
tion on diplomatic assignment,
At onc stage, ‘inordinatc cm-
phasis upon linguistic compe-
tenee’ was placed on the sclee-
tion of envoys, side by sidc a
degree of financial solvency.

In Europe, the ltalian states
first cstablished permancnt le-
gations in the filtcenth century
which was followed by the in-
troduction of the Ambassa-
dorial system. Two classes of
diplomatic representatives
were working in Europe. Once
was ambassador, who was
obliged to vie for precedence
in the capital where he was
accredited to and the other
semi-official agent, who did
not have access to authorilative
sources of information.

Sifice ancienl timc¢s a
diplomat has been in commu-
nication and negoliation with
foreign governments though
the nature of these negotia-
tions have very complex
in the present day world. .

The origin ol diplomacy in
Bangladesh in [act dates back
to the fourth ecntury BC when
the sailor Buddha Gupta sailed
from Chittagong DPort for
Malacca. According to Malayan
history, Buddha Gupta was in-
strumental in establishing rcla-
tions between DBengal and
‘Malacea in fourth century BC.
Traditionally the pcople of
Bangladesh arc hospitable and
as tactful as a diplomat. The
people have inhcrent disci-
pline in the arl of diplomacy.

Fahicn, Ibn Batuta and
Ralph Fitch had established a
link between Bengal and the
countries these roving ambas-
sadors represented.

Dipankar Srijnan, who was
born in 982 Al at Vajrayogini
under Vikramipur v idieina wies
pionecr in promotiig relalions
between Bangladesh and Tibet
through preaching the philos.
ophy of Buddhism in thc
cleventh cenfury A 'A greal
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xperiencing an Inherent Discipline

The n.rigin nf-diplnmacy in Bangladesh 1
Chittagong Port for Malacca. .............

Dipankar Srijnan,
between Bangladesh and
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n fa::t dates back to the fuurt;u century BC when the sailor Buddha Gupta sailed from

Traditionally the people of Bangladesh are hospitable and as tactful as a diplomat. The
people have inherent discipline in the art of diplomacy.

who was born in 982 AD at Vajrayogini under Vikrampur in Dhaka was pioneer in promoting relations
Tibet through preaching the philosophy of Buddhism in the eleventh century AD :

According to information ;:nmpiled in 1520 in Si Yang Ch'ao Kung Tien, first envoy was sent to China by King Ghiyasuddin of
Bengal in 1408 AD. -

thinker and pundit, Dipankar
Srijnan imparted knowledge to
pupils in medicine and as-
sisted Tibetan people in
building walecr conscrvancy
project. 1laving achicved clear
pereeption and understanding
in Buddhism from long studics
in Sri Lanka, Dipankar Srijnan,
who was awarded the highest
honour 'Atisa’' in Tibcl. was in-
vited by the King ol Tibcl
twice. Initially he declined the
invitation. llowever, he went Lo

" Tibet on Joot in 1041 AD al the

invitation of Raja Byan Chub. A
dike which was built in Tibet
under his supcrvision lo pro-
teet people from the scourge
of recurring floods remains till
today as a symbal of [ricndship
between the peoples  of
Banglacesh and Tibet.
Dipankar Srijnan had to play
the role of a mediator in re-
solving a disputc belween Raja
Nayapala and Karmna of wesltern
India while he was there on
way to Tibet. lle was also re-
ceived by the King of Nepal. le
died in Tibet at 72. llis ashes
were brought to Dhaka at the
instance of latc President Ziaur
Rahman to pay respect to this
greal diplomat of the cleventh
century. llis ashes arc pre-
served at Atisa hall in
Kamlapur Buddhist monastcry.

According 1o a number of
Chinese records as deciphered
by Hirth and Rockhill in
[Roung Pao and PP C Bagchi and
|Isiang Ling. a number of emis
sarics Fad been cxchangued
between Bengal and China in
the first hall of the [ifteenth
century,

During the fifteenth ecen-
tury, Bengal was ruled by
Pathan rulers independent of

the Government at Deélht dnd

its capital was localed at
Pandua in the district of
Maldah. According to informa-
tion compiled in 1520 in 5i
Yang Ch'ao Kung Ticn, [irst en-
voy was senl to China by King
Ghiyasuddin of Bengal in 1408
AD. The envoy rcached Tai-
ts'ang in King Su with gilts
from the King for the Empcror
of China in 1409 AD. The en-
voy [rom Bengal was received
by the Minister ol Foreign
Aflairs at Tai-ts'ang.

As per other records, cn-

paid visit to China in 1414

and 1438. However, there re
mains dilfercnces of opinion
among the rescarchers on the
exacl date ol bon voyage ol the
first cmissany from Bengal.

The visits of ¢nvoys from
[3¢ngal inspired Emperor Yong
Lo of China to iniliate a policy
for cstablishing political rela
lions with forcign counlries in
1409. According lo Chinesc
book Ming-She, many more
cnvoys [from [Bengal visited
China since 1409. In 1412, of-
ficials were sent out to Cheng-
King by the Emperor to re-
ceive the Ambassador of
Bengal, The ambassador of
Bengal was on a visit 1o convey
the messapge of the death of
the King of Bengal. The name
of the ambassador has not ap-
peared in the report. While
granting an audicnee to the
Amhbassador, the Chinesc
Emperor cxpressed shock and
sympathy at the sudden
demise of Ghiyasuddin, the
King of Dengal. Emissarics
were sent to Bengal by the
Empcror 6f China to atlend
the coronation cceremony ol
Prince Sailuddin lamsa Shah
wha ascended the throne of

WMis  fther: Ghiyasuddims The

coronalion took place in 1412,

The newly appointed King
had sent a delegation Lo
Empceror Yong Lo with gifts in
an allempl to rceciprocate Lhe
scntiments of the Chinesc
Empcror and to continue bi-
lateral political relations that
was developed by his [ather.
The Chinese Emperor simi-
larly acknowledged the desire
of the King of Bengal and ad-
viseed his ¢nvoy Eunuch lou-
hien to visit Bengal with pre-
sents for the King, Queen and
Ministers of the country., On
his way to Pandua, Eunuch
ITou hien arrived at the port of

Cheng 1lo was accompanied by
two Ambassadors and f[our
Vice-Ambassadors. A banquet
was given by the King in
honour of the Chinesc envoys.
According to Chincse record,
no beel or mution was served
at the banquet nor the
Ambassadors could drink for
fear of trouble as it was a
breach of ‘decorum. It reflects
clearly that the court was pre-
dominantly dominated by
Ilindus.

At the repcated atlacks of
Ihrahim Sarqi, ruler
Juunpur, on Bengal, the ruler
of Benegal had sought good pl-

] by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

Cha-ti-kiang. Cha-ti-kiang is in
fact Chiltlagong. From
Chittagong Port he went by a
small boat 10 Suo-na-ent Kiang
(Sonargaon). which was hum-
ming with commereial activi-
tics. It was known as Lthe em-
porium of trade where all
goods wcre collected and dis-
tributed. Eunuch Hou-hicn
travelled to Pandua by road
from Sonargaon. Sohargaon
was situated at the confluence
of three mighty rivers tLhe
Mcghna, the Brahmaputra and
the Lakhyia in old days.

The Chinese envoy was in
fact despatched to Bengal for
the [irst time soon after the
visit of an ¢ from Bengal in
1409. The third mission led by
Eunuch Illou-hien visited
Bengal in 1415, It is really in-
leresting to note that the first
two missions were conducted
by Cheng-tlo, the first Chinesc
pavigator who saiked with 2800
sailors on board his ship.

cMcrdrding 1o ene record,

fices of the Emperor of China
through his cmissary. The
Emperor was told that the
King of Jaunpur had invaded
I3vngal several times. Envoy
llou-hien was sent by the
Chincse Emperor to inform
the King of Jaunpur thal by be-
ing good to a neighbour hc
could save his own. Prescnts of
silk and money were glven to
the King of Jaunpur by Chinese
Emperor in anticipation of
good ncighbourliness. It was
rcally a good gesture shown by
the Chincse Emperor towards
the ruler of DBengal which
clearly indicated the successful
diplomacy maintained by King
of Bengal.

Chinese emperors and am-
bassadors were, most ol the
time, presented with gold
basins, gold girdles, gold
flagons, gold bowls, golden
bells and long gowns of white
hemp and silk by the King of
B3engal. From t nature ol
gifts given by sthe Kimg of

of

Bengal, one can say certainly
that Bengal was rich in re-
sources. It was a civilized na-
tion. Chinesc trade with Bengal
consisted of gold, silver,
satins, silk, blue and white

porcelain, copper, iron, ver-

. million and quick silver and

grass mats. In the fifteenth
century, according to Chinese
accounts, Bengal used to pro-
duce white

which was
simooth and

handkerchiefs.

After the fall of Ming dy-
nasty, political and trade rcla-
tions between Bengal and
China had ceased.

From the fifteenth till the
arrival of the British Raj there
has not been much activitics in
the diplomatic field in Bengal.
During the period of subjuga-
tion under the British,
Bengalis had no place in the
ficld of diplomacy.

Following partition of
liritish India, professionaliza-

tion of diplomacy had taken

shape. Compelitive examina-
tion requiring high educational
competence had been intro-
duced. Every ycar sclection
had been made for entry into
diplomatic service through
compelitive writlen cxamina-
tion and viva-voce. lowever,
there was wide disparity in re-
cruiting from East Pakistan,
which was part of Bengal un-
der DBritish India, in the
diplomatic service. Those who
were selected following com-
petitive examination were of
high calibre. A few who had
been inducted in diplomatic
service of Pakistan at the ini-
tial stage from the then East
1%.1kistan, which becamc an in-
dependent and sovercign na-
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OCHTAR Lubis, thec
doyen of Asian jour-
nalism and a stalwa-

rt champion ol press [reedom,
told The Dally Star at a Inicr

vicw here last weck regarding
his journalistic career and of

lemtimes stormy relationship
with the powers that be, Lthat
"given a sccond Lime around, |
would not have done it any
olther way. The press must be
sirong in order to work for the

blic good.”

Pulmpﬂt of long years ol jail
lerms under two successive
regimes Sockarno and
Suharto — plus sporadic sus-
pension of his newspapcer,
“Indonesian Raya”. with a final
closure in 1975), this rock of
Astan journalism firmly asscrts:
"1 have no regrels”

Te Mochtar Lubis, a respon-
stble newspaper is a fly of
socicty accouniable to the
readers. He holds true to the
view that “the press is nol only
oul to communicate tnforma-
tion, but should also fight cor-
ruption, as a corrupt burcau-
cracy will never work for the
people’s interest. If you are
eritical, then only can you sce
the wrong things in socicly.
The press is the only salcguard
of the erdinary people’s inter
esl — there is no forum’.
ironically, he pointed out,
indonesia commemorates and
event Lhe authorities call,
"National Press Day”. The awful
fact remains, he explained,
“This is a day we should mo-
urn, not eclebrate. The press
today have less rights than the
common criminal who has
access to lawyers, whercas
newspapers have no right: of
defence — the government ean

simply close them overnight by
revoking their publishing
1 & ]

The bright side of an oth-
erwise bleak picture is thai
Mochtar Lubts' battle for press
freedom has not unno -
ticed in other Asian countrics.
lle was honoured by the
Magsaysay Foundation in
Manila and conferred the pres

tigious award for journalism in
the 70s.

To bisten to this intrepid
recount his manifold

ex is both inspiring
and fasc nating. Mochiar Lubis
started bic as a reporicr in the
Antara News Agency in
Jakarta, just when World War
H ended. Four years latc¢r he
and a few ke -minded fricnds
Irvlonesia Raya™. They had

-

Lubis, Doyen of Asian Journalism, Battles on for Press Freedom

Jailed by successive regimes in Indonesia, winner of Magsaysay Award for journalism and now
the head of the Manila-based Press Foundation of Asia, Lubis serves as an enduring symbol of
all that is best in our regional media.
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Interviewed by NANCY WONG in Kuala Lumpur

practically mo capital, had to
harrow o car and somc Ly ps
writers and somchow manaod
o persuade a kind-hcarted
Dutch man who had a printing
company "lo give thcm a
chance”. Credit wias thus ex
tended to this valiant band on
a weckly basia. The Dutch man
had no cause to rcgret his imy-
pulse for "from the very first
day, our papcr sold well as 1
was one of the few indepen
dent datdes at the time. Al the
end of .thw week we wore able
to settle our debt and the ar-
rangement continued.” recalls
Laabts.

Owing to the consisiuntly
indcpendent stance of the
datly, ctrculation climbed and
alter one year, it was able 1o
purchase a plot of land at the
centre of Jakarta, and soon al-
tcr it had s own printing
pross, When communications
between the numcrous islands
of Indoncsia improved, "Indon.
esia Raya™ reached an even
wider circulation.

The political situation in
Indonesta, meanwhile, was
getung volatile, with the na
tion achicving independence
from the Duich afler a long
and bloody strugglc. "We be-
eame critical of many leadcrs
who forgot the indcpendence
promises madc Lo the people.
We became critical of corrup-
tion, lagging economy as a re-
sult of too much political bick-
ering and did not hesilate to
write aboutl these issucs. Our
readers [ound that our writing
reflected their feelings and
frustration,”™ Lubis recalled.

Sockarno, who was part of
the independence movement
had become very powcerful and
assumed all the trappings
which went with such a posi-
s 11 was alse well on the
way (o dictatorship. In 19565,
he dissolved the parlament
and rcinstated the 45
Constttution which made the
post of President supreme.

Speaking of that pertod in
indonestan history, Lubis dis-
closcd that the “Indonesia
Raya™ beeame very critieal of
Sockarnn when he became a
dictator and laicr then bhe ar-
rested political leaders for op-

posing his policies. "Woe be-
camd more critfcal of his ac-
o1« and he closed our papor
many times, though only for
shorl pertods — Hke a week’
he sadd. This did not deler
thetr commitment towards an
indepcndent  daily and
Indonesta Raya”™ persisted in
iis efloris o report the truth
Onc day, three members of
the Indoncsian Young Women s
Association showed up  the
newspaper office with informa-
tion that Sockarne had sc-
erctly taken a second wile! ler
namc was Hartina, While this is
allowed in Islam, what was un-
acceplable was the fact that
Sockarno had been publicly

lauding the role of women in
development. “Indonesia [Laya”
thought this was a bad example

unworthy of a President

ilenee, Lubis wenl 1o 1he
summer palace in Cipanos
where the ceremony was al

lcged 1o have laken place and
iracked down the mullah who
was supposcd to have per-
formed the cecremony. He had
no trouble goetiing te the bol

tom of the maticr, for the mul-
lah was so proud to have done
it for such an flustrious fgure,
he promplly showed him the
records, Whereupon Lubis
made photocopies, returned to
Jakarta and splashed the news

on front page. The circulation

Jky-rockcted and there was a
big rcaction from women, so
much so that the generals and
their wives refused to attend
functions al which llartina wias
present. This irritated Sock-
arno a lot,” he recalled with a
grin.

With Sockarno gelling more
and morce irrational in his ac-
lions — he started Conlron-
tation with Malaysia and flirted
with communism, "Indonesia
Raya” did nol spare any pun-
ches. Finally, in late '57,
Mochtar Lubts was put under
house arrest for two and a half
ycars, his passport confiscated.
This did not stop him from
writing, for his wife scrved as a
courier bringing his articles to
the newspaper office. After his
release he altended the
International Press Institule
annual meeting in Tel Aviv
during which he spoke frankly
about the situation of the press
in Indonecsia. lgnoring
and warnings [rom his Euro-
pean [riends not to return to
indoncsia, he want back. Sure
cnough, he was re-arrested
under the Emergency laws
which excluded any semblance
of a trial, and spent over three
voars in jail.

Despite the loss of freedom
of moverment and what must
have boen worse, the inability
o practise journalism during
hts yecars of incarceration,
Mochtar Lubis does not scem
to harbour any bitterness.
Appropriately dubbed the

wccond universily” by canny
journalists. he made full use of
his time there by writing short
stories for children (especially
his own as they missed him
dreadlully), doing yoga exer-
ciscs and teaching himself
wood sculpture and ceramics.
In fact, he carned the reapect,
empathy and liking of his war-
dens to the extent that they
would release him for a day
from time to time on the un-

dertaking that he would return
to his 1. He never broke his
word! 1

With the downfall of Sock-
arpo In 1968, came Mochlar
Lubts liberation. Suharto frecd
all political prisoners. Lubis
returmed to a normal Wfe and

revived the “Indonesia Raya™ in
'67. Its circulation continued
to rise, reaching 50,000
copics daily until Feb. '74
when it once more endured
closures; in the aftermath of
scrious demonsilrations against

the wvistt of Tanaka; the first -

Japanese Prime Minisicr to
visit Indonesia after the war.
Anti-Japanese feclings throu-
ghout Asia had been simmc-
ring for long ycars because of
war-time atrocities and on this
visit, they erupted — quite
violently. Mochtar Lubis was
charged with using the
“Indonesia Raya” for inciting
these demonstrations and was
imerrogated for three weeks
by colonels of the Military
Police and the Attorney-Gene-
ral's office. However, thcy
could not find any incrimi-
naling evidence and he was
released. Nevertheless, a lethal
blow was dealt to the ncws-
paper: "I couldn’'t bring oul a
newspaper — until this very
day”, Mochtar Lubis declared —
A spry, tall and energetic
70-ycar-old, Mochtar Lubis
does not allow such setbacks
to cramp his siyle. He has
some thirty books to his
credit, among them being col-
lections of shorts stories for
children and adults, ‘travel-
ogues, Indonesian history;
many of them have been trans-
lated into Dutch, Japanesc,
Korcan and English (llis novel
“Twilight in Jakarta® has been
translated into Bangla).

He started a foundation
iwenty years ago to publish
books in Indonesian and also
to translate foreign works im-
portant teo Indonesia, was a
member of the MeBride
Commission for UNESCO, is
an Assistant Editor in South-
casi Asia for the World Paper,
published from Boston, as well
as being a member of the
Board of Trustees of
Indonestan Legal Aid Socicty
and the Board of Jakarta Arts
Centre. e is also Director-
Oeneral of the Press Founda-
tion of Asia, based in Manila,
an organisatiorr which recetved
the Magsaysay award for
journalism a few years ago. All
these activities would exhaust
anyone hall his age, but this
unrepentant champion of
press freedom still tme
and vigour for lecture tours
abroad on his favourite topics
— the condition of democracy
and human rights.

glossy, cotton [ab- °
rics, silk and embroidered silk

tion state in 1971, were rated
as diplomats par excellence
The ‘name of Khajwa

Mohammad Kaiser may be
nientioned in this regard.

‘During the War of
Libcration, many DBengali offl-
rers of Pakistan Foreign
Scrvice, who were posted in
Missions abroad, declared alle-
giance for Bangladesh. The
first in the scries of defection
was KM Shahabuddin and
Amjadul lluq of Pakistan
Embassy in New Delhi followed
by A H Mahmood Ali in New
York. The entire Bengali offi-
cers and oflicials numbering
70 working at the Deputy High
Commission of Pakistan in
Calculta, India including late
M. llossain AH, Deputy High
Commissioner, declared theh
allegiance in April  for

Continued on poge 1
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' Learning the ABCs

.......
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AN we achicve uni-

versal primary educa-

tion by the end of the
century? Promises are made,
monecy is pledged. And nails
are bitten as educationists and
governments figure out ways to
kecp all their grandiosc
commilments. :

A new method ol assessing
cducation levels may have
some of the answecers.
Presented by its Bangladeshi
developers at a workshop last
week, the technique targets
the virus that plagues educa-
tion crusades in almost all de-
veloping countrics: lack of in-
formation.

Just what do kids know
about health? low does a
mother's education affect the
child’'s? Is what we arc teach-
ing making any dillecrence?
Thanks to cumbersome mech-
anisms, current figures and
cvaluation techniques are dis-
ally inadequate and slow. The
Asscssment of . Basic
Compctencies (ABC) is a col-
lection ol questions only a few
pages long, a trim ~-down
incarnation of traditional sur-
vey methods.

It is" of

also ong

‘| Bangladesh's idea-cxports to

other countries that face simi-
lar dilemmas. The idea will be
presented at the Comparative
and International Education
Conference in Jamaica this
ycar by Dr. Mushtaquc
Chewdhury, Director of
Research at BRAC, At the
workshop that ended yester-
day, education experts from
six SAARC nations and thoir
UNICEF offices came to learn
the ABC method.

As the educationisis-
turned-students sat pencils in
hand and brimming with

uestions, Chowdhury outlined
the method. Currently a
MacArthur Fellow at Harvard,
Chowdhury has been involved
with ADBC since its birth,

"First,” he told his audi-
cnce, "you define what baste
cducation is.” Bangladesh has
inken fts cue from the Jomtien
Conference on Education for
All (1990): the “three R's and
e skills'.” Lifc skills arce
certain kinds of knowledge
necessary for survival. This
part of Jw survey asks chil
dren questions ke what 1o do

il somcone has diarrhoca,
lwhclht*r girls should ge te
school, whal sizc of famitly is
best.

To moasure social influ
cnces, the method has a see-
tion that addresses the child's
background. llow [ar the

To achieve universal educalion, we need hard dala

— Photo; Shezad Noorani

mother has been educated,
how much land the [amily
owns, whether or not therc
are books in the home: all
these [actors carry their
weight when a child slarts its
schooling.

The beauty of the sysicm,
according to Chowdhury, is its
adaptability. "Becausc il's fast
and simple,” he explains with
fll-suppressed cxcilement,
“you don’t nced ycars Lo de it
or particularly skilled stall to
ca it out. Within a month,
you results which tell you
how your primary cducation
program nc is going. You can
make c¢aanges in Lthe pro-
gramme H thal scems pwoees.
sary. You can change guuesiions
every so often te suil your
necds,” Dest of all, you can
transplant the whole machine
to another country and another
cultural sct-up.

Chowdhury admits that
rapid assessment has its pil-
falls. “You cannot have all the
details and the in-depth anal-
ysis that traditional mcthods
offer you, but an education
programme like Bangladcesh's
requires tmmediate feedback.”
This 'is mainly bccause
Ban has sct ambitious
goals for ftsell. If we pul a pri-
ority on e¢ducation, and we
want it fast, we nced to know
how we are doing, and we
need to know it now.

Rapid assesament was in-
spired by the Exiended

mme for Immum:lllliun
cxample; largely thanks to fast
feedback, the UNICEF-led

ey Toyrie
o oot

last : -

The tritial concept for AIRC
was sugiested by James Grant,
UNICEF's Executive Dirceter,
BRAC founder F.H. Abed, and
former UNICEF reproesontative
in Bangladesh, Cole Dodge
Advisors reped in to the c¢ffort

e e @OV eTTin e Tl A T
governnnt slalwarts 1in the
fickd of cducation, frem the
Nattona! Curriculum and
Textbook Doard to IKCDDIA,
and Friends in  Vilage
Dovelopment. Dangladesh.
pilot test was carried out on
2100 ehildren from all over
the comntry and took just 4
wocks from beginming to end,
Chowdhury adds an impish fi-
nancial footnote o inake
danors smidc: ‘1t all cost luss
than 18 thousand dallars.”
Qudrun Forsbe ehicl of
education al UNICEF in Dhaka,
hopes that cexperts who have
attended the workshop will
take ABC home lo spal.
Contnued on page 1§




