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When Classical Music Gets

a Poor Patronage

by Fayza Haq

Ustad Sagiruddin Kahn, born al Mongi Bihar
on December 26, claims himscll to be a Benga-
H. as he has lived at Park Circus, Calcutta, for
decades, e gave up the “sarangi” to teach sing-
ing to young enthusiasts of castern classical
musie, once having rctired.

“Music has been in my [amily for ycars, as
my father played and taught the 'sarangl’ and
song, lmﬂlh other members of my [arily,”
the "Us lained about his introduclion
into the ficld of music, in his sclf-cflacing and
lactturn manncr.

Asked what he thought about "Uchango
Bl'mnﬁzvl"l standard of performance in Danag-
ladesh, the music expert said frankly, "It Is in a
pathetic state, as compared o the rest ol the
Subcontinent, and this is largely due te the
lack of adequate training ! am not fmpressed
by most ol the '
present arlistes of
“Uchango Shan-
geet” on BTV, Any-
onc who has any
talent in Bangla-
desh has lefl for In-
din. Bangladeshi ar-
tistes in classical
music would nol
stand an interna-
tional competition
o win any acco-
lades. There are, of
course, a few cx-
ccpiions as in the
case ol the instru-
mental performers
like Abid Hussain,
Shahadal [lussain
and Khurshid, whe
all belong 1o the
same ‘Khan' family,
and all of who
‘learnt from Alaud-
din Khan."

When requested
to give his opinion
as 10 why Eastern
classical music was
not popular , he
said thal this was
because of lack of

patronage and duc

lo the fact that very few people participate in
it. "Only 'Rabindrashangeet’ and ‘Nazrul Geetl

appear to flourish in Bangladesh,” the "Ustad”
belicved. .

*The students must practisc sincercly and
constantly for two Lo three hours daily. 1 uader-
stand that they have other pursuits to follow,
such as their basic scheol education or the care
of the houschold, in easc of the ladies,” the
‘macstro rephed, when asked to give his advice
about how many hours a student of “Uchongo
Shangeet” nust put into his or her daily sched-
ule, the in the pursuit of music.

The “Ustad’ has played at the Goethe Insti
tute, Dhaka, in ‘91, with the help of Lubna Mar-
fum doing the public relationishing work for
him. aul this function he sang "Dekho jeno bhu-
lona®, a Bangla "thumri®, and presented a
"kheyal®, "Kanshtk kandara®. Hc has also per-
formed many times at the "National Muscum’,
Dhaka, at the “Bisho Shahitto Kendro®, and al
private houses.

Ustad Saghiruddin Khan specialiscs in voice
training at Dhaka and comes here lwice a year,
staying for three Lo Jour times, on cach occa-
sion.
“As | have been in Calcutta since '46, am a
lover of Bengali culture, ‘Nazrul ‘geetis’ and
‘Rabindrashangeets’, being included in this. |
have admiration for the Bangladeshi cultural

Bangladesh University of
Engineering & Technology
Dhaka

International Tender Notice |

No. EU/P & D/ FP-84493/GEN/D-3018(2)

accompanied by a Bank Guarantee or Bank Draft or
Pay Order from any nationalised Bank in favour of
the Comptroller, BUET, Dhaka amounting 10 2%
of the tendered amount as Earnesi Money without
which no tender will be considered for acceptance.
Tender will be received by the undersigned up 10
2:30 PM on 7.4.93 and will be opened at the same

time in presence of the tenderers.

The University reserves the right to accept or
reject any tender without showing any reason

thereof

No tender form will be sold against PO, DD,
Moncy Order and on the day of opening of the

tender.

Ustad Sagh .r.ddin Khan

Dated: 23293

Sealed Tenders. are invited for the supply of
Scientific Instruments, Lab. Equipments, Micro-
Computer Spare Parts, Electrical & Electronic
Equipments etc. for several depw/office of this
University from the reputed indentors/suppliers.
Tender schedule together with terms and conditions
will be available from the undersigned by showing
the receipt of Tk 500/- (Five hundred) only (non-
refundable) deposited in the Sonali Bank Branch of
this University in favour of the Comptroller,
Bangladesh University of Engineering &
Technology, Dhaka. Each tender must be

progress , on the whole. It is the attraction
of the Bangla language that Has led me o com-
posc "Dekho jeno Dhulena”, "Prio goechey poro:
bashey” to which | grve my own tuncs.”

"Since | have been in Caleutla since 46, |
greatly admire  Bangladeshi culture, and "Nazr-
ulgeetis’ and ‘Rabindrashangeets’ are included
in this. 1 have considerable hopes for Bangla-
deshi cultural progress. It is the attraction of
the Bangla language that has led me to com-
pose the Bangla songs that | mentioned that |
had sung at the Gocthe-Institute, Dhaka. o
which incidentally, 1 had given my own tuncs.”
the "Ustad” claborated, when asked to give his
opinfon of the country that he visits regularly.”

He fe well aware of Western music and its
possible inclusion

in castern luncs. as
he has mixed Lhe
tunes ol the 1wo
places for a "Dur
Darshan” perfor-
mance, which was
hased on the lile of

Blind nwin, in B9
“1 like both clas-

sical and modern
songs like those of
Orun Bahadur, (cla-
«sical] and aroti
Mukharji (modern),
My own composi-
tions include "Jeco-
na choley™ on "raag’
Sharshati and
“Thak .na lukey me-
gher araley ongo
jnagey”, a modcern
picce. | admirc
Khairul Anim Shakil
and Shahcen Samad
lor their ‘Nazrul-
pectis”.

Al the flunction
by "Shadhona™ , ar-
ranged by Ms. Lub-
na Marium, which
was inaugurated by
Ustad Saghiruddin Khan, Anushcy Andadil, a 15
year- old, played on the "tanpura,, and pcr-
formed with zeal in her magenta and white
~shalwar-kurta”, who sang with the confidence
and enthusiasm of a professional, won instant
praisc.

. So did Paresha Zarmeen. a eleven ycar-old
presented “raag * Multani with the “ck taal”,
and “raag Durga on the “teen taal”.

Ancirey Ehmer, also a cleven ycar-old, pre-
sented the “raag” Teclang, which had “ck-taal”
and “raag” Bhopali, with iis "teen -taal”.

There was “tabla™ and "sarodh™ accompani-
ment for the splendid performance of the
promising young singcrs.

A K. M. Shamsul Alam played on the “sitar”.
with "raag” Hanshadhani,

Khatru! Anam shakil, who is a part-time mu-
sictan, and a businessman by profession having
been educated at U K. sang at the pcrionce as
the linale,

Kushna Acharja. 37, from Barisal, provided
the ltvely “tabla” accompaniment . e carned
his Mving by tutoring rather than his “poorly
paid” job on the radio and TV, having no nola-
tons in Bangladesh, he taught by the "guru-
shisho parampari” mcthod.

An eastern classical musical performance in
which the participation was mostly that of
young girls, such as the once mentioned above,
and the pleasurce of meeting an "Ustad™ of the
calibre of Saghceduddin Khan, nuwde onc's day.
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10.00 News in Englivh
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Motorcycle
stolen

A moloreycle was siolcn
from the premises of the
Diabetie Hospital yesterday,
roports UNR.

Nizam Uddin. technician of
the Unfied News of Bangladesh
(UNID) is the owner of the bike

of llonda mmy beartn
rumber Dhaka m 01-93)
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BCSIR seminar

‘“Vitamin B2 remedy |

for skin diseases’

Vital skin disenscs like vi-
tiligo, leucodarma (pigmen-
tation disorders), cezema, ring
worm, chuli and sores in
different places of the body
can be cured and prevented by
applying vitamin B2 (ribofla-
vin), reports BSS.

It has been stated' by
llosncara Khan, Principal
Scientific Officer, Bangladesh
Council of Scientilic and
Indusirial Rescarch (BCSIR) at
a seminar on contribution of
vitamin for curing and pre-
venling diseases held at the
Institute of Food Science and
Technology (IFST) of BCSIR
here yesterday.

Mrs Khan: informed t(hal
paticnts sulfering from vitiligo

and leucodarma may ' regain
original colour of their skin if
vitamin B2 (riboflavin) is taken
in accurate dose regularly.

She said thal besides thesc
discases, itching, deadnail, bad
smcll in mouth, quinsy, pain
in car, cold ctc can also bc
removed by vitamin B2.

HHosncara Khan who has
becn continuing research on
vitamin for preventing and
curing discascs for 27 ycars,
informed that vitamin [B2
(riboflavin) has no side cflect.
So, il this vitamin with doses
30 milligram to 150 milligram
can be taken every day [rom
very beginning of discases, il
can all be controlled, she
ad

117,000 babies saved

from tetanus

A total of 117,000 cascs ol
nconatal tetanus and 13,000
cases of polio were prevented
during 1992 with the imple-
mecniation of Expanded
Immunization [Programme
(EP1) throughout the country,
reports BSS.

A joint review ol EPl1 by the
government, SIDA, UNICEF,
USAID, World Bank and World
Health Organisation (WIHO)
found that nconatal tetanus
cases had dropped from 40
pcr 1000 live births in 1986
te 10 in 1991 and in 1993 onc
thana had reported only three
letanus cases pcr 100 live
births.

The international revicew
team presented excculive
summary of its obscrvations
and recommendations to the
licalth and Family Weclfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusufl at the conference
room of the ministry hcre
yesterday.

Deputy Minister for lealth
and Family Wellare Sirajul liuq
and liealth Sccrclary Syed
Ahmed wcre present.

lieaded by Additional
Sccretary of the Ministry A B
M Siddique the 25-member
icam consisting of ten interna-
tional members representing
SIDA, UNICEF, USAID, World
I3ank and WHO and 14 national
members from the Direclorate
Generals of lealth Services
and Famtly Planning and the
Public Administration Training
Centre (PATC).

Dr F Gassc ofl WHO head-
quarters was the co-Chafrman
of the review leam.

The review found that na-
tional immunization covcrage
with all antigens in 1992 Inr

the chilécren below two ycars
was 74 per cent while below
onc ycar it was 50 per cent,

tcam obscrved that the
EP1 which sustajned since
1991 mainly with cxternal
donor support and funding was
facing considerable shortlall of
vaccines for the current ycar
duc to production and pro-
curement problem.

The minister assured the
team (kat the government
would try to overcome the
shortfall of vaccines immodi-
ately so that the people do not
suffer.

The review revealed thal
assessment of coverage bascd
on routine rcporting was inac-
curate and over-estimated and
there was no uniform urban
EPI model applicable to all
municipalities.

At least 20 per cent of new-
borns are not protecicd at
birth due to nonrcgistration of
pregnancies or loo late to de-
teet it, the report said.

The rcview team alleged
that combined scrvice delivery
was being carried out without
a national policy, without clcar
definition of responsibilitics
and without specific training.

The sterility and safety of
injection technique were nol
still fully guaranticed and allo-
cation of funds at-district and
thana levels were inadequate
to cover the costs of transport,
supervision, tratning and main-
tenance ncceds for cold chain
and logistics.

The review tcam cxpressed
concern  that in abscnce of
proper planning there was no
guarantee that the arcas
presently covered by NGOs can

sustain quality of performance.

Prof Muniruzzaman
elected FRAS

Profcssor Mohammed Mu-
niruzzaman of the Department
of Physics. Jahangirnagar
University has been elected a
Fellow of the Royal Astro-
nomical Soctfely, UK. IHis
clection as FRAS is an honour
conferred in recognition of
rontributions 1o various fickds
of geophysics, says a press
rehease,

Badruddoza

back home

The Deputy Leader ol the
House, 'rol A @ M Badruddoza
Chowdhury, returned home
Wednesday night from Singa-
porc by a Biman Bangladesh
Might, rcports 13SS.

Prol Chowdhury had a suc-
cesslul by-pass surgery at
Singapore. lle is now taking
rest al per the advice of his
physicins.
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Recipients of recent

-Huﬂ.r I.;ll';gll;u.,"l' Gold H«Fdﬂl-.iwm'd:
From left (standing), Dr JR Garst, Naziruddin Ahmed,
WK Tawheed. Sutanuka ling and Mrs Thrahim.
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By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6 am
oday (Friday) says, dry weather will prevail over the eountry
with partly cloudy sky over Rajshahi division and the rcglons
ol Mymensingh and Sylhet.

The Met office forecasts night temperature may remain
ncarly unchanged.

The minimum temperature of the country yesicrday
(Thursday) of 8.5 degree Celstus was reported from Srimangal
and the maximum of 31.0 degree Cels‘us was reported from
Chuadangn.

The sun sets loday at 6,00 pm and riscs tomorrow at 6.23
i

e medmum and the minimum emperature and humid-
iy revorded in some of the major cities and towns of the
country yesterday were !

CHic w/Towna Temperature in degree Celstus  Humidity in pereentage

Mix Min 9 am 68 pm
s ka 27.7 14.0 71 47
C hittagong 26.0 146 62 42
Rapshahi 20.0 10.2 87 40
Khuina 28.9 13.7 azt] % |
[ewrisal 28.2 13.3 T4 ™
Sylhet 26.0 13.2 66 51
Cox's omr 2R8.0 15.5 58 33
Dinajpur 26.6 0.8 67 43
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Bang!a Academy book i‘ir now going on at )

be concluded on February 28.

Khaleda greets
Amir, Crown
Prince of Kuwait

Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia has greeled
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Salim Al-Sabah, crown prince
and Prime Ministcr of Kuwait
on the occasion of its National
Day, reports UND.

In a message Begum Zia ex-
pressed her firm conviction
that the cxisting fratcrnal rela-
tions and cooperation between
the two countries would be
further strengthencd and de-
veloped for the nutual benefit
of the two pecoples.

Begum Zia wished the

crown prince health,
ha and long life and the |
pecople of Kuwait peace,

progress and prosperily, says
an offcial- handout ycesterday.
In a similar message

Zia also fclicitated Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah,
Amir of Kuwait on the occa-
sion. She said under his wise
icadership and able guidance
the people of Kuwait has made
tremendous progress in all
walks of life,

Begum

|
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Afforestation to

maintain natural

balance in north
zone likely

All necessary steps will be
taken in the Barendra Multiple
Arca Development Project in
order lo protect desertifica-
tion lendency in the northern
region, through afforestation to
maintain natural balance, re-
poris [ISS.

Excavation and re-excava-
tion of derclict ponds and
canals to increase the surfacc
water flow and food tion
had already been included into
this project to solve the overall
problcms of 25 thanas of
Rajshahi, - Nawabgon] and
| Naogaon districts.

This was disclosed atl the
7th Parliamentary Standing
Commitlce mecting of the
Agriculture Ministry at Jatiyo
Sangsad yesterday with
Agriculture and Irrigation
Minister M Mazid-ul-Haqg in
the chair.

__ A totlal of Taka 45 crore

3 has been carmarked in 1992-
93 to complete the second
phase development works.

Kahlil Gibran's
"Prophet”

translated by
Humayun Abdul Hye
avatlable for Tk-8()/-
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NOTICE TO CONSIG

The containensed ex MV CHOYANG FRONTIER VEM 3¢ “om
«norfaxhan, ex MV SENATOR-VWF3'0 from Busan Mo gee 3
-aﬂmmuuv.mﬁmvnﬂhp Rot. No 11693 s oue 0
2~ ¥e CRagong or Or abogut 26-2 33 o™ S.rgagom

Ji-sigrees are requesiec o Bwe dewvery O' Ine g0 fro= FCL coma e
N Eumhnuuhnnhumntm:rqﬂdwrﬂm“wﬁ
savs wil be gaded by Cusioms Act

BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LTD.

103. AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA. CHITTAGONG
AS AGENTS: DSR SENATOR LINES. GERMANY
PHONES 5033°7 50068688

The containensed
from Los
MV OCEANUS TOKYO V-27405 trom Fos. La-Spezia, ex. M. V.
KAGA V-27405 from Rotterdam. ex. M.V. HOECHST EXPRESS V-
07305 from Hongkong have been refayed 1o M.V. NGS EXPRESS V-

abaut 26-2-93 from Singapore
Consignees are requested 10
i, _L conmamers wima S days

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

ex. MV. ALLIG. VICTORY V41344
Angles, Kobe, ex. MV. VEGA V-428 from Karachi, ex.

1193, Import Rotation No. 116/93 is due to amve Chiltagong on of

take delivery of thew cargo from
free me from the cate of landinc
170 if cargo not Cleared wiiwn 45 Cays will be guoed Dy Cusiors

BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LTD.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA, CHITTAGONG
AS AGENTS: MITSUIO S K. LINES LTD. TOKYO
PHONES 50177 - 50068688

1993.

- GOOD COMMAND OF ENGLISH.
MINIMUM HSC (OR EQUIVALENT) WITH SECRETAR KNOWLEDGE.
KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH WORD PROCESSING.
PLEASANT PERSONALITY.
PREFERABLY UNDER 25 YEARS OF AGE.
APPLICATION WITH COMPLETE BIO-DATA AND A RECENT PASS-
PORT SIZE PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD REACH THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS
BY MARCH 10, 1993 POSITIVELY. |

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

A JAPANESE DONOR AGENCY INVITES APPLICATIONS FROM FE-
MALE CANDIDATES POSSESSING THE FOLLOWING QUALITIES FORTHE
POSITION OF SECRETARY WHO CAN START WORKING FROMAPRILI1,

DIRECTOR, GENERAL AFFAIRS DIVISION
JICA BANGLADESH OFFICE

PLOT NO. NW (C) 1. ROAD NO. 62/63
GULSHAN. DHAKA-1212.
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