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NEWS BRIEFS

PM takes Iftar
with orphans
The Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, had her Hilar on

the first day of the holy month
of Rammzan yesterday with aboul
300 inmates of five orphanagcs
of the city at her Sugandha ol
fice. The Prime Minister [reely
talked to the orphans (both
boys and girls) and enquired
about their well-being. Stalc
Minister fdr Social Wellare and
Women Affairs Sarwari Rah-
man, and Prineipal Secretary
to the Prime Minister K M
Rabbani, among others, atien-
ded the iftar, reports BSS.

Hasina slates attack
on Banglabazar

Opposition leader Shetkh
Hasina has condemned Tucs-
day's armed attack on daily
Banglabazar Patrika office
saying “such incident can'
take place without the backing
of the government™. “This is
an altack on press [reedom”
she sald In a statement yester-
day. The Awami Lrague
President remarked that the
discriminatory pelicy regard-
ing distribution of advertisc-
ment  to stifle the voice of the
press and the atlack on
Banglabazar oflice are not iso-
kited events, reports UNB.

RU probe body fixes
interview time

RAJSHAH!, Feb 24. The en-
qury commission of Rajshahi
Umiversity incident on Feb-
mary B has fixed the time of
for the interested
jut=ons with the commission
broms 10 am o 4 pm instead of
10 am 10 5 pm due to holy
anwan. The interview 1s be-
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ing held at Rajshahi Circuit
House from February 23 to
March 1, reports DSS.
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Delhi sealed off to thwart

today's BJP rally

NEW DELIH, Fcb 24: The
government closed central
New Delhf on Wednesday to
prevent hundreds of thousands
of Hindu nationalists from
holding a banned rally, reports
AP.

Carrying machine guns and
wooden clubs, policemen and
paramilitary troops causcd
huge traffic jams by closing
roads headed toward
IYarliament during the evening
rush hour. 2

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
the Hindu nationalist group
that plans to hold the rally
near Marliament on Thursday,

announced that its top of-
ficials would lead groups trying
to break through police cor-
dons from [ive different direc-
Lions.

Despite calls to its activists
to remain peaccful, the 3JP's
decision to go ahead with the
rally sct the stage far the
biggest confrontation yet be-
twetn Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao's government
and the powcrful right-wing
opposition.

Many doubted that the BJP
could kecp its activists under
control. In December, it fafled
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city of Ayodhya from demolish-
ing an ancient mosque.

On Wednesday, the gov-
ernment told the [irst session
of Parliament since Ayodhya
that 1,940 people have been
killed in the riots, far more
than the media had been esti-
mating.

The worst Hindu-Muslim
violence in India in 46 years
has lead to a clash between the
governing Congress Party and
the BJP, which is trying to
ride 'a surge in llindu national-
ism lo powrcr.

On Wednesday, thousands of

to stop Hindu fanatics in the  police and soldiers dressed in

added vests and holding
wooden shiclds and clubs con-
ducted rifot-control maneuvers
on the lawns ncar Parliament.
Using their machine guns,
the forces spent the day in
drills that had them charge
forward with their weapons
extended. _
Tens of thousands of BJP
activists and religious leaders
have been arrested in the capi-

tal and in other arcas of north--

ern India to prevent them
from heading to the mally.

PTI adds: Nearly onc lakh
BJP activists have been de-
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Machinery import :
VAT withdrawn,
duty cut

Total Value Added Tax
[(VAT) has been withdrawn and
import duty lessened on im-

ported machinery in the fnter-

est of industrialisation, a
National Board of Revenue
press release safd - in Dhaka
yesterday, reporls BSS.

According to the changed
policy local industries shall
have 1o pay import duty at the
rate of 7.5 per cent instead of
the existing 10 per cent.
Industries established in un-
derdevecloped arcas or those

exporting 70 per cenl or more
of its total products shall have
to pay only 5 per cent fmport
duty on machinery. Bank guar-
antee shall be. accepted for the
rest 2.5 per cent.

Besides, Value Added Tax
had been withdrawn in full
from imported machinery.

These decisions have been
taken for industrial develop-
ment, expansfon of cxport and
proper utilisation of local raw
materials, the release added.
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Prices of
essentials
rise
By Staff Currespnnden‘t

Prices of essentials in the

.market sky-rockected on the

first day of ramzan yesterday.

The price of average size
chicken worth Taka 70 went
up to Taka 120, the hithcrto
60 Taka per kg beef rose to
Taka 70 and the Taka 90 mut-
ton soared as high as Taka 100
per kg.

The buyers were hard
pressed to find that prices of
all types of essentials, particu-
larly IMtari items, lke pulse,
onion, ginger, lemon, gram
{full and broken), soybcan and
brinjal went up by Taka 2 to
Taka 4 within a couple of days.

The prices of ginger went
up to Taka 24 from Taka 20,
gram fchhola) went up to Taka
22 from Taka 18, onion from
Taka 10 to Taka 14, gram
pulse from Taka 23 to 25,
moog pulse from Taka 36 to
Taka 38. % fro to
Taka 10, Mﬂm
16 te Taka 20 and dried chilly
from Taka 22 to Taka 28.

The best lemons were sold
for Taka 16 for four pieces a
week ago. But now the price
went as high as Taka 28 while
the lowest is Taka 8.

Soybean ofl in the whole
sale market rose by Taka one
per litre,

The price of Elders butter
oil has increased from Taka 60
per kg to Taka 80 in the last
few days.

Essential sellers at the
Kawran Bazar said, “just walit,
the price will reach the sky
this year.”
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Population, health proj

moves at snail’s pace
Star Report

The implementation of the
Fourth Population and |lealth
Project is moving at a snail's
pace and remains far behind
the target fixed for the first
year in its five year timelrame,

According to official
sources, the 601.40 millton US
dollar project, under imple-
mentation since July '92,
could so far attain a Httle over
30 percent of the target for
the year.

The project, financed by a
 onsertium of donors led by
the  International Devclop
ment Agency (IDA) of the
World Bank and the gov-
ernment  of Bangladesh, in-
corporailcs a total of 6]
schemes in the population
and health sector.

The sources said that the

| slow rate in project implemen -

tation was due lo delay in
signing the agreements wilh
the donors while some bu-
reaucratic  bottlenecks were
also responsible

The Bangladesh govern-
mentl provides 1656.10 milion

US dollars of the total project
cos! in local currency while
the rest has been committed
by the consortium.

Among the 1] donors in the
consortium, nine inchuding the
IDA have already signed
agreements with Bangladesh
for funding the project. But,
the agreement with Japan is
still under process while
DANIDA of Denmark has con-
veyed fts unwillingness o
eontribute.

A well-placed source said
that DANIDA had stepped back
as Bangladesh could not com-
ply with 'hard conditions’ of
the donor to provide a fund of
2.80 million dollars. As regards
delay in signing the agreement
with JICA of Japan for 8.10
million dollars. the source »aid
that Bangladesh was [acing
hard eaonditions in this case
also

The largest contribulion
from donors, 180 million US
dollars, romes from the [DA

for which an agrecemen!
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ect | Dhanmondi Lake:

No clean-up

action yet

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhanmondi Lake is
emitting a stench following a
steady flow of scwage Into it
local residence alleged Wed-
In Hd.itj._

The authorities cogpcerned
have not yet take any actior 1o
stop the sewage from entcring
the lake nor any measure (o
purify the polluted lake waicr,
sources also alleged.

Most of the fish have died
in the past few days and the
lakeside Lrees have also been
afllected by the pollution.

The water level of the lake
has also risen because of the
inflow of sewage from a pipe
linked recently to the lake as
past of a pment work

Some of the fish that were
caught were sold in the city
markets facing a scarcity of
fish due to the strike by the
ice [actory owners association,
local people alleged.

Residents sald that such
incidents of the lake watcrs

being polluted had happenecd
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orbachev |
‘condemned

to death’

MOSCOW, Feb 24: A mock
court found former President
Mikhail S. Gorbachev guilty in
the collapse of the Soviet
Union and sentenced him to
decath, "eternal damnation and
disgrace,” a newspaper re-
ported Wednesday, reports AP.

i . . ﬁm“w'm'
T e
no legal eflect, showed the
anger still felt - toward

Gorbachev. *
Many Russians feel betrayed

by Gorbachev, whose policy of

perestrotka paved the way for
the demise of the Soviet Union
in 1991. He is often still
blamed for the deteriorating
standard of living as well as
soaring crime, hyperinflation
and other woes unhcard of
during the Soviet cra.

The panel, largely ignored
by Gorbachev, deliberated for
four days before accusing him

1

of high treason, which would
carry a death scntence, the
Sec Page 12 Col B
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‘Vandals will soon

By Staff Correspondent

The Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury yesterday as-
sured parltament that the gov-
ernment would soon arrest
the vandals who recently desc-
crated the Central Shahecd
‘Minar and punish them.

The House yesterday
up the desecration of the
Shaheed . Minar by a group ol
armed hoodlums February 20
for a short discussion with a
total of 12 MPs belonging to
the BNP, the Awami
(AL) and the Jatiya Party WP}
participating it.

A group of vandals desc-
crated the Minar February 20
cvening tearing dawn the red
sun and setting it ablaze. The
vandals alse spoilt the paint
and brush work on the walls
facing the Minar.
~ No Jamaat MP took part in
the discussfon inspite of
Sheikh Hasina, the AL chiefl
and* Leader of the Opposilion
in Parliament accusing it of at-
tacking the Minar immediately
alter the incident’'s taking
place.

While participating in the
discussion on the issue Lhe
MPs, irrespective of party affil-
jations strongly condemned
the desecration and f[elt that
those: responsible for the
heinous act should be pun-
ished,

They also felt the need for a
unanimous resolution to be
adopted in House: condemning

took -

the incident and wanted a par-
liamentary inquiry commitice

‘1o be formed to probe the in-

cident.

But the whole discussion,
according to Rules of Proce-
dure of the Parliament, was

Al both the BNP and
the AL unanimously felt the
necd to ensure punishment lo
those who dared to dishonour

the historic Language Move-

ment by means of attacking
the Minar, they dillered on
identifying the criminals. .

~ The Awami League MPs told
the House that it was done by
the evil forces, hinting at the
Jamaal, that
the pation's War ol Inddpen-

denee in 1971,

‘Attack on 1ht Shahved
Minar and opposition to thc
country’'s Liberation. War were
virtually synonymous, the AL
MPs argued saying that no citl-
zen belicving in the soverci
gnty of the couniry could
commit such a crime against
the martyrs of the Language
Movement.

The BNP MPs, on the other
hand,. specifically accused the
AL-backed Chhatra League ac-
tivists of attacking the Minar.

Giving an account of the in-
cident, Amanullah Aman MP of
the Treasury bench, who is
also the Vice President (VP) of
the Dhaka University Central
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aheed Minar 3

Balding men, !aké ';Golanl Azaln failed to
avail repatriation’

By Staff Correspondent

good care of

your hearts

CHICAGO, Fcb 24: Balding
men, take good care of your
hearts, doctors.say, rcporis
AP,

Their advice comes aller a
study found men under age
55 wilh severe hair Joss had
about three times greater
risk of suffering heart attacks
than men with full heads of
hatr.

Men In the same age
group with mild o moderale
baldness on the wops of their
heads had about a one and a
hall times greater risk, and
men with receding hairlines
but no baldness on top faced
no increased risk, re-
scarchers found.

They compared 666 male
heart-attack victions under
age 56 with 772 similar men
who had suffered no heart at-
tacks. Researchers reported
their findings in this week's
jssue of The Jourmal of the
American Medical Associa-
tion.

The results gencrally sup-
port several previous studics
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Golam Azam failed to avail
the oppertunity to return dur-
ing the repatriation proccss
under which at least 1,28,000
Bangladeshis including 28,000
military personnel, stranded in
Pakistan returned home alter

Liberation in 1971, Attorney
General Aminul Haque said
yesterday.

“But he (Azam) left Pakistan
for Saudi Arabia in December
1972, before the repatriation
process began,” replied
[larrister AR Yusul acting on
behall of the petitioner on the
fourth days' hearing of the Writ
petition challenging the can-
cellation of the citizenship of
Golam Azam at the Single-
Beneh of the High Court
Division comprising Justice
Anwarul Huq Chowdhury.

"Even those who were
clected, in by-elections alter
Awami League members were
disqualified, to the Pakistan
National Asscmbly came back
during the repalriation .pro-

cess and many others, who
were stranded In Pakistan,
came back via London and
other places,” noted the
Attorney General while point-
ing out that Justice Abdur
Rahman Chowdhury also came
hack from Pakistan via Léndon.
The day's hearing began at
2:10 pm when Barrister Yusul
started reading the 134-
split decision verdict on
same petition given last year by
a Divisional Bench of the High
Court Division comprising
Justice Md Ismatluddin Sarkar
and Justice Badrul [slam

Part of the verdict of
Justice Sarkar was read on the
day while discussions took
place on various points in it

Barrister Yusul queted
Justice Sarkar as saying that
Azam "is not a citizen .ol
Bangladesh as he actively par-
ticipated in the anti-
Bangladesh movement™ and
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[Lack of

Lack of funds, old machin.
ery, poor management, excess
and low skilled workers and
high production and utility
cosis are the primary reasons
for the ongoing crisis in the
country s jute manufacturing
sector, safd Jute Minister
Brigadier A S M lHannan Shah
(Retd)

“The two major problems
are lack of funds and obsolete
muwchinery while another per-
tinent problem ia man-
agement” in the jute mills. he
added. The m of lack of
funds. he noted, had been fur-
ther compounded by the huge
amount of interest on the stag

funds, obsolete machinery main problerhs

gering debt and loans incurred
by the jute mills.

lHowever, in an inlervicw
with The Dafly Star, the minis
ler was optimistic about the fu
ture of the julc sector. 7| see a
very bright future for our
golden fibre with the aware-
ness in the world for a pellu-
tion [ree erwironment.”

Asserting that the problems
af the Jute seeclor are
“surmountable”, he went on to
outline the varfous sieps al-
ready Inftiated 10 make the
sector viable including reduc-
tion of the workforce. Over
1 7.000 workers have gone into
voluntary retirement so far in

by S Y Bakht

the public sector jute mills, he
seavid .

The government, he added,
is also considering providing
financial assistance, fncluding

year, while noting that thero
still remains a number of unrc-
solved tssues in the negolia
tions,
irig

Hannan Shah at

Crisis in jute sector—1

walving of interest on bank
loans, and setting up of a 2.5
million US dollar fund for ex-
port support scheme for the
jute seclor,

Talks are eurrently under-
way, the minister said, with
the World Bank to initfate the
jute sector restructuring pro
gramme from the next fiscal

tributed the high production
costs al the mills, which ex-
cveds the exports price, 1o ob-
solete machinery, unsustain:
able debt burden and high
clectricity and JOB ofl costs,
Average production costs
for hessian cloth, he noted s
about 22 US dollars per 100
yards while mills are

“compelied” 10 sell It for aboul
14 dollars. Similarly, he said,
the production cost per 100
bags of sacking is about Taka
22.000 while the international
markel price is only around
Taka 17,000,

Acrording to the European
Commission jute sector manu-
facturing study WUMS] com-
pleted last year, the aggregate
net loss in the jute sector for
the 8 year perfod starting from
1983 -84, including prior year
adjustments, stood at Taka
5612 per ton for the public
sector jule mills while for the
private sector ones it stood al
Taka 4018 per ton.

"If certain mMeasunts arc
taken, namely the clectrieity
costs and JOB ofl cosls arc
brought into par with our main
competitor, that ts India, and
the mills are not burdencd
with the old debt/loan inter-
cats, then this difference will
be substantially lowcred, or to
be precise, we will be able 10
bring it within tolerable lm-
e."

The minister pointed out
that in India there is no addi
tlonal charge for peak-hour usc
of clectrictty as in Dangladesh.
“In fact, it s the reverse in
Iindia, less you pay the more
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Ogata may visit
in mid-April

United Nations High Com-
missioner for Rcliel Sadako
is e lo visit
ladesh in mid-Aprfl to loo
into the Rohingya refugee

problem, reports UNB.
Foreign Office sources said
yesterday Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia had invited
the chief of the Geneva-based
UN reliel agency to visit

She has accepted the invila-
tion and is forward to
travellin sh to sce
tho s of Myanmar Mus-
lims lving in camps in south-
castern region of the |

Her tour is likely to a
broad-based understanding be-
iween the government and
UNIICR on solution to the
Rohingya refugee problem
through their quick repatria-
ton. :

Diplomatic sources said
Ogata was also interested in
visiting from where
nearly 265,000 Muslims had
fled to Bangladesh to escape
persecution by the Myanmar

- troops.

AL stages angry
walkout over

Aurango issue

Awami League members
staged an angry walkout from
the Jatiya Sangsad as the
Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni refused to a
further discussion on the is-
suc of their party mcmber
|femayetullah Aurange. whe
has been- served with a fresh
detention order, reports BSS.

They, however, returned to
the House after 5 minutes and
took part in debate on the
president’s address.

Earlier raising the issue,
Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition Abdus Samad Azad
alic that despite releasc
order by the court, parliament
member Hemayetullah Aurango
was not released from
Mymensingh Jail. He also ac-
cused the government of vio-
lating constitutional isions
and ‘breach of privileges of all
mcmbers by serving fresh de-
temtion order against Aurango.

Samad said Aurango, an MP
from Awami League, was ar-
rested on a “fabricated ¥
of twelve years ago and 1
government had barred the
MP from attending the parlia-
ment sessions till date.
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JS okays 3 more
identical bills
on city corpns

Parliament jﬂlﬂdﬂ' ﬂ-ﬂi
three more identical bills with
provision for direct election to
the post of Mayor ol Dhaka,
Rajshahi and Khuina city cor-
porations, reports UNB.

A similar bill was passed by
the House Tuesday night pro-
viding for direct election to
the post of Mayor of the
Chittagong City Corporation
and iIndirect cleetion of
women commissioncrs from
reserved seats for women.

Local Government and Rural
Development Mindster Barris
ter Abdus Salam Talukder
piloted all the threc biils in
the morning sitting of the
House ycs y.

The bills are: The Dhaka
City Corporation (Amend-
ment), Bill, 1993; The Raj-
shahi City Corperation
(Amendment] Bill, 1993: and
The Khulma City Cerporation
{Amendment] Dill, 1993,

These were adopted by
volce vote with certain amend-
from the Trcasury
Bench members Abu Yusul
Mohammad Khalihur Rahman,
Salahuddin Ahmed and Nurul
Islam Momni.

Anger drowned
in flood of
laughter

¢ Start Report

An acrimonious debate be-
tween Fazlur Rahman Patal of
the BN and Mohammad Na-
sim of the Awami Lram‘m
pariament yesterday Iy
cnded up with the whole Heo-
use bursting inte a laughter
and Mauva Chowdhury a bit
cmbarrassed.

Fazlur Rahman, State Mints -
ter for Communications, while
doliberating on the Shaheed
Minar incident told the House
that all the evil pow cxisting in
the cou had their ropls in
the 1972-78 AL rule. The
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