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Nobel laureates ask | Maharashtra CM ﬁred for

UNHRC to impose

sanctions on Myanmar

GENEVA, Feb 23: 8ix Nobel
Peace Prize winners Monday
told the UN human rights
commission that diplomatic
military and economic sanc-
tions should be imposed
against Myanmar in order to
put an end to the tyranny of
the military regime in Yangon,
reports AFP,

In testimony before the
commission, the prize winners

eaded by the former
“President of Costa Rica Oscar

{ MArtas Snachez said that the

regime’'s campaign of terror
was a source of {nstability in
the region and advised that

Myanmar be stripped of its
United Nations seal pending
the release of political prison-
ers.

We are horrified at the ease
with which the regime can
obtain arms to continue the
repression of its own pcople,
particularly from China which
last year provided military
equipment worth 1.2 billion
dollars, said Arias.

The laurcates asked that
the international community
recognize the democratic op-
position in Myanmar and sus-
pend all but humanitarian aid.

Fresh fighting takes
10 lives in Somalia

MOGADISHU, Feb 23: Bac-
kers of rival warlords waged
new battles in a southern port
and fired on Belgian troops,
killing at least 10 Somalis and
wounding 20 in fighting that
kept US forces from with-
rawing, officials said Tuesday,
reports AP. '

A relief group reported
dozens dead in the fighting in
Kismayu that first broke out
before dawn Monday and con-
“tinued that evening, the same
day US forces planned to hand
full command of the area to
Belgian troops. The handover
was ned.

The Belgians moved to
protect buildings used by relief

itions but were unable
to halt the battles scattered
around the city about 280
miles (460 kms) south of
Mogadishu, military officials

American troops had been
preparing in jeave the area and
were not involved, said Col
Fred Peck, US military
spokesmarr. No decision was
"made whether to redeploy
troops, he said.

At least three Somalis were
killed in the fighting Monday
evening between supporters of
Mohamed Said Hirsi, known as
Gen Margan, and forces of Col
§Omar Jess, said Maj Karen
“Conley, a US military
spokeswoman.
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for Koreas reunification: i
1 on Monday called for the reunification of North and
South Korea, Reuter reports from Vatican City.
"Reunification could be acco
reconciliation, the Pope said. All lovers of peace would be
pleased if the two Koreas increased contact to the maximum

Seven others died in the
fighting Monday morning. Two
were shot by Belgian troops,
but it was unclear when they
died. At least 20 Somalis were
wounded, Ms Conley said,

The reliefl group Medecins
Sans Frontiers said one of its
Somali drivers and guards
were shot and killed by Belgian
troops in a firefight after the
two tried to reach a compound
being looted Monday morning,
according to spokeswoman
Joelle Tanguy.

The group estimated that
dozens of Somalis died in
Monday's fighting.

About 50 Somali [ighters
shot at Belglan positions on
the southern edge of Kismayu's
airport Monday evening, and
the Belgians fired back, Ms

said. There were no re-
ports of casualties.

No new fighting was -re-
ported Tuesday, and the US-
led coalition forces were trying
to arrange a meeting with clan
clders supporting Jess.

About 1,000 US troops re-
main in the port city of
Kismayu along with 700
Belgian troops, said Peck. But
he said the fighting was scat-
tered and. difficult to control in
a city of 100,000.

“Those fighters aren't de-
fending any particular posi-
tion,” he said Tuesday.

through love and

The pontifl, who visited Seoul in 1984 and 1989, spoke
during a ceremony to receive the new South Korcan
ambassador to the Vatican, Noh Young Park,

North and South Korea, which fought a war from 1950 to
1993, signed a non-aggression pact in late 1991. But relalions
have chilled in recent months because of a dispute over the
North's suspected development of nuclear weapons.

bladder removed:

Pakistani Opposition Leader Benazir Bhutto had her gall
bladder removed at a London hospital on Monday, her doclor
from London.

Bhutto, head of the Pakistan
baby girl on February 3. The baby
caesarcan section, because Bhutto was in pain from gallsiones.

Her medical adviser, Professor Naseer Shaikh, issued a
statement saying the 39-year-old former Prime Minisier had
peration on Monday morning. "The gall
many stones was removed,” he said.

"She’'s perfectly fine”, a hospital spokeswoman added.
said Bhutte's baby daughter and her
husband were with her at the hospital.

.
Kim to be sworn in tomorrow: .
National Police Administration declared a nationwide alert
and cancelled leaves for riot troopers and police

r the presidential inauguragion, AP reports from

Peoplc's Party, gave birth to a
was delivered early, by

Kim Young sam will be sworn in as president Thursday,
the first civilan head of state since |196]. He was

inept handling of riots

NEW DELIHI, Feb 23 : Prime
Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao
overnight sacked the Chief
Minister of a western state [or
inept handling of last month's
rioting fn Bombay, officials
from India’'s ruling Congress
(I) party said today, reporis
AFP.

Sudhakarrao Naik, Chiel
Minister of Maharashtra, of
which Bombay is the capital,
turned in his papers after a
late Monday night meecting
with Rao in New Delhi.

Rao is also President of the

Congress (I} which adminis- °

ters seyeral Indian provinces
including the western port

—

state of Maharashtra.

"The prime minister asked
for it and 1 gave it,” Naik said.
Party officials said Rao would
name his successor next week
to end a revoit brewing in the

Congress (I)'s regional chapter

in Maharashtra.

"The new chief minister
would be named after consul-
tations with others,” said a
party official, referring to the
revolt that erupted in the
Congress (I) following the
sacking by Naik of six of his 31
ministers on February 12.

Some 50 of Maharashtra's
225 lawmakers had called for
Naik's resignation for the inept

handling of the rioling,

promptirg Rao to send a tcam
of Congress (I) troubleshooters
to stamp out the feuding in
his party's regional wing.

Ne
tens of

700 people died and
sands [led Bombay,
India’s financial hub, during 10
days of Hindu-Muslim let-
ting which erupted in connec-
tion with the razing of the
Babri Mosque in Ayodhya on
December 6 by Hindu zealots.
- The Bombay police largely
stood by and the state adminis-
tration virtually collapsed as
the Hindu-Muslim riots de-
generated into a free-for-all

UNITED NATIONS: US

e

mdu!‘ t.n:he United ﬂtiuns

Madeleine Albright votes Monday in the Security Council
meeting to establish war crimes tribunal in Bosnia.

__AFP/UNB photo

- the western me

with gangsters, landlords and
politiclars settling old feuds in
lis.

Naik, who had been chief
minister for 19 months, was
forced to quit five days after
he demanded the resignation
of Defence Minister Sharad
Pawar, a Congress (I) heavy-
weight and a former
Maharashtra Chiefl Minister.

Naik accused Pawar of
engineering the revolt in a bid
to replace him as chiel minis-
ter with one of the defence
minister's prompting the
prime minister to summon the
politictan to New Delhi.
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Kohl against idea of
two-speed Europe

SINGAPORE, Feb 23;
German Chancellor Helmut
Kohl said today he did not
favour two speed progress on
European unity although
European leaders felt that
countries failing to ratify the
Maastricht Treaty { iately
should not hold back by those
that did, reports AFP.

"I was never in favour of the
idea of establishing a two-
speed Europe” said Kohl, who
arrived here Monday for a 36-
hour visit.

He said that like other
European leaders he hoped
that Denmark and Britain
would ratify the treaty soon.

Kohl was asked to clarify
remarks he reportedly made
in New Delhi on Monday when
he was ed as saying the
European Community's (EC)
10 remaining members would
forge ahead with European
unity without Denmark and
Britain if they failed to ratify
the Maastricht Treaty within
six months.

British officials in London
expressed surprise over Kohl's
comments and said they were
lrying to verify the statement,
according to news reports
here,

“I didn't say anything differ-
ent from what | said after the
Edinburgh Summit Iin
September last year. [*was

never in favour of the idea of .

establishing a two-speed
Europe. This is not what | said
in new Delhi," he said.

Kohl said that he, like
other EC leaders, wanted all
12 EC members, including
Britain and Denmark which is
to hold a second referendum
on the issue, to ratify the

But he said that the summit
in Edinburgh agreed that fif
one or two couptries failed to
ratify the treaty immediately
"the Eu train should not
be brought to a halt and should
be allowed to continue to
travel on with 11 or 10 mem-
bers on board”,

"This position is nothing
new and something we have
been saying for some time,” he
said.

Kohl, who earlier, held
talks with Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong, said East Asian
fears that the EC would evolve
into a protectionist "fortress”
were unfounded.

"l am very confident wc will
not have a fortress Europe.
Neither do [ think our French
friends would want to see a
fortress Europe” he said when
asked to comment on a recent
reported call by French
President Francois Mitterrand
that Europe be protected [rom

cheap Asian imports.

LONDON, Feb 23: Amnesty
International said Tuesday that
Morocco and its adversary the
Polisario Front continue to vio-
late human rights in the dis-
puted Western Sahara despite
the presence there of United
Nations personnel, reports ADP.

The independent London-
based group said in a report
that human rights guarantees
under a 1991 plan agreed by
the United Nations, Morocco,
the Organization of Alrican
Unity and the I'elisario Front
have not been respected.

“‘Despite the existence of
UN personnel on the ground,
hundreds of people of Sahrawi
(Western Saharan) origin have
reportedly been arrested or
otherwise harasscd on suspi-
cion of supporting Weslern

Amnesty International report

Morocco, Polisario
human rights in western Sahara

Saharan Indcpendence or for
participating in peaceful
protests.” 11 said,

*Hundreds more Sahrawis, .

who were arrcsted by mem-
bers of the Moroccan security
forees between 1975 and 1988
remain ‘disappcared’, rcport-
edly held in sceret detention ...
without charge or trail,” 1l
said. "Abuscs by the Polisario
Front (include) detention of
prisoners of conscience, long-
term incommunicado deten-
tion, torture and deaths in cus-
tody of suspected opponents in
the Polisario camps in Tindoul
" in western Algeria, it added.

The five page report said
the 1991 plan included a re-
newed proposal for a UN-su-
pervised referendum to de-

termine the [uture of the
Western Sahara:

The report said Amnesty
International lakes no position
on the conflicting claims to
the Western Sahara or on who
should be cligible to vote in
the referendum.

Butl it said Lhe organizalion
is concerncd that provisions
for freedom pl expression and
the, release of political prison-
ers laid down in the plan have
nol been respected.

The Western Sahara,
formerly the Spanish Sahara,
was split between Morocco
and Mauritania in 1976 after
Spain withdrew from fits
former colony in December
1975. In 1979, Mauritania re-
nounced fts claim to its share
of the territory, which was

BAGHDAD, Feb 23: UN
weapons experts left Iraq to-
day alter a one-day surprise
visit to check information on
“prohibited {tems” under a UN

UN arms

elected in December to succeed President Roh Tae-woo, who
by law cannot succeed himselfl.

Police said intelligence gathering activities also would be
sicpped up 1o prevent terrorist acts or demonstrations ncar
the parliament building where the inauguration is to lake

place.
21 die during carnival in Brazil:

Twenty-one people were killed on Sunday when a truck
slammed into a bus packed with carnival revellers in the stalc
of Sac Paulo in southeastern Brazil, a police spokcsman said
on Monday, Reuter reports from Soa Paulo,

Mosi of the were returning from a day on the
beach over the carnival weekend.

resolution concerning Irags
long-range missile pro-
gramme, team leader Nikita
Smidovich said, reports AFP.
A team of ballistic inspec-
tors, who over the weekend
extended their stay in Iragq,
also left by plane for the Gulf

state of Bahrain where the
Untied Nations commission

disarming Iragq maintains a co
ordination office.
On Monday, Smidovich ar-

rived in Baghdad at the head of
a team of 20 nuclear. biclogi-

cal, ballistic and chemical in-
spectors who {mmediately
linked up with Frenchman
Patrice Palangue's group at an
undisclosed site.

Before leaving Smidovich
sald: "We were checking very
specific information related to

prohibited iltems under
Resolutton 687, of the UN
Security Council

The resolution requires

Iraq to list the location and
quantity of chemical and bio
logical weapons as well as bal-
listic missiles with a range of
morc than 150 kilometers (93
miles). UN officials say Iraq has
so far fatled to comply.

A senjor lracp official  said

experts leave Iraq

Monday that Palanque's and
Smidovich's tcam, the 50th
and 5lst miission to lrag sinee
the end of the Gull war, had
failed to uncover any ftems
banned under Resolution 687.

Hussam Mohammad Amin,
who heads the Iraqi escort
group that sreompanied UN
inspectors during the mis-
sions, sald the UN experts vis-
ited three sites outside

and "did not find (any
equipment) prohibited under
687)". ;

Asked whether he would
give credit to Irag, Christoper
sald credit would be given in
line with the "final analysis.’

Front violating

added by Moroeco to its area.

Morocco's anncxation is
opposed by the Polisario Front
gucrrillas, who want the terri-
tory to become an indepen-
dent state.

On Aug 30, 1988, Morocco
and the Polisaric Front ac-
cepted an initial UN peace
plan. Under that plan, a cease-
fire was declared and a refer-
cndum was to be held in

January 1992 to determine the

future of the area.

" But the referendum has

been repeatedly postponed be-

cause the Morocco govern-
ment and the Polisario Front
cannot agree on the referen-
dum terms, and the Polisario
Front has threatened to re-
sume hostilities.

Zhao voted

out of
parliament

BEWING, Feb 23: Zhao
Zivang, the disgraced com-
munist party leader, has been
voted out of China's parlia-

ment, a report showed today,

AFP.

Zhao had remained a deputy
of the National Pcople's
Congress (NPC) after being

as
1980, but was barred from the
three annual sessions that fol-
lowed the Tlananmen Square

crackdown.
A new 2.977-member NPC

was elected this year and will
meet for the first time starting
March 15.

o

Russia to export
$2b arms

MOSCOW, Feb 23: The

Russian government has
signcd contracts with military
enterpriscs to export 2 billion
dollar worth of arms in 1983, a
senior state official said on
Monday, reports Reuter

Itar-Tass news agency
quotcd the deputy chalrman of
the slale commitice on the
Military -industrial complex.
Gennady Yampolsky as saying
state contracts for arms ex-
ports had dropped sharpily
from the 1992 level of 3 billion
dollar Russia's arms sales in
1992 were Jower than those of
the old Soviet Union, which

collapsed in lntc 1991, by 70
per cent, he sald.

Russia no longer

MOSCOW, Feb 23: President
Boris Yeltsin said Tuesday that
Russia no longer views any
country as its enemy but still
needs a strong military, and he
appealed to the armed forces
for loyalty, reports AP.

His remarks were aimed at
the beleaguered Russtan mili-
tary on Defenders of the
Fatherland Day, known until
1992 as Soviet Armed Forces

"We do not consider any
nation or group of nations,
East or West, to be our adver-
sary,” Yeltsin said in an inter
view in Tuesday's edition of
the military newspaper
Krasnaya Zvezda (Red Star).

Russia needs a leaner and

more mobile army to cope
with the growing threat from
samil-scale, regional conflicts,
Yeltsin said. The danger of
woridwide conventional or nu-
clear war has decreased, he
said,

Last year, armed forces day
was marred by a clash between
pro-Communist protesters and
club-wielding riet police.
Dozens of people were injured.

Despite the violence,
Moscow city officials said they
would allow hard-line mem
bers of the largest pro
Communist group, Russia
Labour, to march Tuesday 1o
Manezh Square, next to the
Krembin.

"Ciy authorities will not

stop political groups from ex-
pressing their views,” Deputy
Mayor Alexander Braginski
said Monday.

Yeltsin is expected to lay a
wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, and war
velerans are slated to gather
ouiside the Bolshot Theater.

These are difficult times, for
Russia's once fearsome mili-
tary. The army has shrunk by
hall — to about 2.5 million sol-
diers — amid budget cuts and
rampant draft evasion.

Morale also has fallen as
salaries have been eaten up by
inflation. The state has failed
to provide housing to thou-
sands of officers,
many who have been with-

inecluding

drawn from eastern Europe.

Yeltsin said the government
tripled soldiers’ base pay in
January, and some o ~
salaries were quintupled
Servicemen also receive pref
erence for state housing, he
added

The future of military bud
gets and salaries “directly de:
pends on the success ol our
reforms, on whether we can
create an eflicient market

" Yeltain said.

Russia Labour and other na-
tionalist groups used the holi-
dALlllﬂ year to accuse Yeltsin
of betraying the armed forces.

But Yeltsin lashed oul in
Tueaday's interview at critics
*who label themselves, ' the

views any country as

biggest patriots’ and tlake it

upon themselves to decide
wm is ahd who is not a pa-
triot.”

Yeltsin also sent a telegram

Monday to soldiers in war-torn
areas of the former Soviel
Union praising them for
“difficult soldierly labour.”

The telegram said the pres-
ident expected Russian sol-
diers to “carry oul constitu-
tional and ecivil duties, and
maintain stability, and
calm in the eountry.”

The man Yelisin chose to

lead Russia's armed forces,
Defence Minister Pavel
Grachev, came under atlack

from hard-linc offi-
m urged him to resign.

——

'T've jumped the short man'’

NEW DELHI: "I have jumped the short man,” the Prime
Minister said amidst £ s
laughter in the Rajya Sabha
after he missed out the
name of Mr Pranab
Mukherjee  while intro- ¥
ducing to the house the S
ministers who had joined T
the nt in the recent °
reshuffle, reports PTI. ;

Rao, who came to the &
house specially for he §
introduction of his new
colleagues, began with the
cabinet ministers and went
on to the ministers of state,
unwittingly omitting
Mukherjee, the Commerce
Minister. :

As a few members pointed
out the slip, a smiling Rao
said: "1 am sorry, | have jumped

The entire house responded with good-natured laughter in
which the diminutive Mukherjee also heartily joined.

the short man.”

Woman loses court
fight for embryos

“WASHINGTON: A divorced woman lost a Supreme Court
appeal Monday in a custody fight with her ex-husband over

" frozen embryos she wants implanted in her womb, reports

AP, )

The court let stand a Tennessee Supreme Court ruling that
threw out Mary Sue Davis Stowe's case. The stale court had
ruled that Junior Lewis Davis' right not to become a father
outweighed his former wife's right to the embryos.

The seven embryos fertilized by Davis in December 1988
are being preserved in liquid nitrogen at a Knoxville, Tenn,
fertility clinic.

The first-of-its-kind case has been watched closely by
lawyers and medical and fertility experts across the country.

Mrs. Stowe and Davis went to state court in 1989 to
decide who should have custody of the embryos. She wanted
to use them to try to become pregnant. He wanted them
destroyed. '

The couple is divorced and both are remarried.

Davis’ lawyer, Lynn Paltrow of the Center for Reproduetive
Law and Policy, said Monday's action meant that unless Mrs.
Stowe raised a new claim, a Tennessee trial judge ‘would be
told to order the clinic to discard the embryos.

“The irony in this case is that we don't even know if
they're altve,” Paltrow said, adding that the embryos may not
have survived the {reezing process.

America's bedrooms
springing again

NEW YORK: America’'s bedrooms are jumping again,
according to a new study which claims the sexual panic that
shook the country on the heels of the AIDS crisis appears lo

The study, said to be the first in-depth look at US sexual
mores since the 1940s Kinsey report, says Americans are
more sexually active now than they were three years ago.

“The Janus report on sexual behaviour”, a wide-ranging
study by the husband-and-wife research team of Samuel and
Cynthia Janus, goes on sale today and details changes in
sexual attitudes and practices in Amecrica in the 1980s and
W1M..l i Sy R e T £ 8T s A e

Based on a countrywide study of almost 8,000 people over
a nine-ycar period, with respondents aged 18 to 80, the
research shows old rules government sex no longer apply.

‘According to the survey, 62 per cent of 'US men and 66
per cent of women aged 18 to 26 were hnﬂqmu(lthnn

they were three years ago.
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OSCOW: Miss World
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92 Julia Kurochi-kina writes a

R:m message on a big greeting card in Red Square,

oscow Monday. Cards

have been placed in several

capitals in the world and after being signed they will be

The demand came [rom a

enemy: Yeltsin

- taken to Washington to form a permanent di :
’ %A#’(VIP?H photo

Israel denies

shelling
south Lebanon

Jerusalem, Feb 2% lsrael
said today tts forees were not
involved in the South Lebanon
shelling on Monday that killed
a UN peace kecper and a civil-
fan, rcports Reuter,

A spokesman for the UN in-
terim feree
[UNIFIL) said a Nepalese
keeper was killed and anether
scrious
maorLar

gathering of the Union of
Officers, attended by more
than 350 servicemen (rom
several former Soviet re-
publics. Its leaders accu sed
Grachev of [ailing to mainiain
the living conditions and com-
bat readiness of the army and

Grachev admitted Monday |
that housing is insufficient. Bul
Rusaia's forces are ready to
fight if necessary, he said.

"We have succeeded iIn
quickly restoring the combat-
readiness and reliable control
of troops, which was broken by
the Soviet Union's collapse.”
Grachev wold the daily lzvestia.

fired by laraeli

{SLA) militia gunners hit their

in Yater village.
Pﬂ.}ﬂu-ﬂlr shells were fired
tonight towards the securtty
zone in the
So ' ebanon, an
clal said.

Isract offi-

in Leébanon
peace

wounded when (wo
allied South lLebanon Army

central secter of



