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A New Security Council

Japan's claim for a permanent seat on the UN
Security Council (SC) recetved a boost on Friday
from Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany when,
during a visit to India, he treated Tokyo's demand
in this respect as more urgent/than that ol his
own country. Although the German leader was
speaking during an interview with a television
network of Japan where he is now assured ol a
warm welcome, the support [or Tokyo's position
was made from the soil of India, yet another
aspirant for a permanent SC seat. It will be inter-
esting to know how New Delhi has reacted to the
statement of Kohl In all probability, the German
leader would placate India with other offers. such
as closer economic co-operation between
Bonn and New Delhi, thus responding
to the honour shown to him by the confer-
ment of the Nehru Award by the Government of
India.

The claim of Japan for a permanent seat on the
Security Council, first raised several years ago.
has recetved wide-spread support. It is generally
assumed that as an economic giant and a major
regional power, Tokyo should have a more pro-
nounced place in the UN system that it has today.
In most of the UN agencies, Japan has emerged
as the second largest contributor to the regular
budﬁcl and a leading donor to specific prﬂljects_
Until recently, Japan had been relatively slow in
placing its nationals in high-level jobs in the UN
system. Here, too, the position is [gradually chang-
ing to Tokyo's advantage. Two of the leading UN
bodies, the World Health Organisation (WHO) and
the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), are now headed by Japanese, while an-
other runs the UN operation in Cambodia.
Significantly enough, Japan has also provided a
contingent for the peace-keeping force in
the strife-torn former Indo-Chinese state,
in a dramatic development that gives due
ucnﬁnmnn to Tokyo's role in the changing
world.

As the process gains momentum, a permanent
seat for Japan on the SC may well become some-
thing of a fait accompli. However, the issue can-
not taken in isolation. To a large extent, the
expansion of the SC, even by one additional mem-
ber with the power of veto, should be linked to
the much talked about reforms in the world body,
especially where the charter governing the work
of the SC is concrrned. Snme even question the
need for veto in the post-cold war period, when
the urgent need to maintain a superficial agree-
ment between the Western powers, especially the
United States, and the former Soviet Union no
longer exists. Should big power hegemonism
make way for more democratic majority deci-
sions at the SC level ?

Yet another pressing question relates to claims
by several other countries for permanent seats on
SC. Notwithstanding the gesture made by Kohl
towards Japan, Germany remains a serious con-
tender. The claim by the developing world cannot

also be pushed aside India, Brazil and Indonesia
w 'd certainly make welcome additions. Finally,
st~ "n't the voice of Africa be heard through,
say. [ icria ?

There are several conflicting compulsions.
Should the reformed Security Council be a
tighter, probably a leaner, body which is capable
ol taking hard decisions with power to enforce
them or should it be a large well-represented one
pthat rellects all regional interests but, unfortu-
nately. moves slowly ? May be a middle course
can be found in the end. In the process, the
world body must also give priority to the need for
a new high-powered body that takes hard deci-
sions on the economic and development front
and helps in meeting the aspirations and the just
demands ol countries which run the danger of
being marginalised in the changing world.
Support from Japan to such a move would add
much to its claim for a perrnanent seat on SC,
especially in the eyes of the developing world.

Going Seriously about Siam

Ramadan is here again to bring its centurtes-
old yearly spell of sell-purification. If we put our
heart into translating in our personal lives the
ideals and objectives of siam, this would surel
contribute in a most singular manner to our col-
lective weal and add a new dimension and quality
to our social being.

To say nothing of the merit or otherwise of

ing through the poses needed to show one in a
devout light without taking the pains, or the plea-
sure, of observing the daily instructions other
than fasting as ordained by religion — one can
hardly ignore the fact that the Ramadan is, in the
recent times at least, distinguished more by os-
tentation than abstinence. It is the travesty of the
spirit of siam that is conspicuous in the social life
of our land — the exercise rising in a crescendo
to be crowned by an Eid-ul-Fitr which. rather
than contributing to the levelling of the disparate
economic classes, brings the socio-economic in-
equalities into a sharper focus.

Every time we enter into this month of months
— a month set agarl for piety and self-abnegation
— It should be the duty of all Muslim citizens to
set a model not only of tolerance but of sacrifice
as well, not unl}r unto themselves but more so to
the members of other religious pursuance. This
point has gained tremendously in urgency be-
cause of the recent subcontinental communal
turmoil and the acts of vandalism and violence in-
volving not only property and inviolability of the
human person but also of the sanctity of places of
wﬂrshlg.c

The best gift of Ramadan and siam to the na-
ton as a whole, inclusive of practitioners of reli-
glons other than Islam, is that as a result of the
modicum of accommodation and tolerance it
should infuse into the majority of the people, the
soclety would get into a kind of rejuvenation. If
this very ordinary and matter-of-course
€xpectation [ails to work and our national entity
continues in its sapless ways to a shrivelling

decimation of the societal being — the Ramadan
will have come and gone for nothing. Many
people would no doubt have fasied from before
‘sunrise till after sunset, but siam would in that
53:1 P:n ;.f'f“ﬁf’d to 1?hmﬂ1?th spiritually sterile,
pting w the eagerness for the

goodies adorning the { table, and its objectiv
socially unrealised. il S
We wish our citizenry to work up to that reju-
venation, personal and societal, and share in {hc
E:iat: ;::f ét — bzur:-nﬂ.]hmg sure n‘g} be realised if we
0 go about the spirit and the injunctions of

siam with any amount of seriousness. j

J

HE b wreckage
I from the demolition of
disputed Babri Masjid
s the contamination of pubhc
servants., Many among them,
even al high positions,
rationalise and defend what
has happened at Ayodhya and
after. When they imbibed the
Bhartiya Janata Party's
thinking ts difficult to say, they
al least now talk in jingoistic
terms.

It is not an overnight phe
nomenon. The Rashitriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has
been propagating among them
for a long time. Some of them
have attended its shakas
(meetings) and some have
been taken in by their argu-
ment that the Hindus have
been "pushed for too long”.
The government employees
also tend to go a with the
wind, which is still blowing
hard. Many have the impres-
sion that the BJP will come to
power and hence it is better
for them to adjust their sails

an:urdin{l:_

Why the civil service has, by
and large, lost its sheen — and
scnsitivity — is a long story. It
began with the British. They
required some Indians to rule
India and they found that they
could depend on them. The
people, they selected directly
or through competitive exami-
nations, helped the British in
their nefarious activities, The
national movement was not so
much suppressed by the
Englishmen as by the Indians,
who manned the police, the
intelligence, the secretariat

and some top positions. The

Indian Civil Service [ICS) was a
tool of tyranny before inde-
pendence.

India should have demo-
bilised the service alter win
ning freedom — and there was

S was predicted by most
A observers, President
Bill Clinton's foreign
policy looks set to follow much
the same course as charted by
his immediate predecessor,
but the crucial question of
economic reforms on which
candidate Clinton concen-
trated during his presidential
election cam
addressed. The gravity of this
issue is distinct because the
world is no longer bipolar, for
the moment, at least, it is dis-
tinctly unipolar.

Over the past decade or
more, the US has been experi-
encing a huge budget deficit.
When Jimmy Carter, the last
Democrat president left office
in 1990, the deficit stood at
70 billion dollar. By the time
flambowant Republican Ronald
Reagan left the White House in
1988, the deficit had mush-
roomed to a massive 152.5 bil-
lion dollar.

One way traffic of deficit
sprung up at ever increasing
rate to 290.2 billion dollar,
during ‘world policeman' Bu-
sh's four tenure. And the
deficit is to swell to a
record 327.3 billion dollar.

The reasons attributed are
varied, ranging from the tax
cuts of the n era and a
500 billion dollar thrift bail out
since 1989, to costs incurred
fighting the Gulf War and the
economic recession.

The recession and quasi-au-
tomatic increases in federal
spending, specially on health
care, which grew from six per
cent of GDP in 1965 to 13.5
per cent in 1992, widened the
budget gap. And this forced
Bush to renege. on his 1988

campaign”promise” not to
raise taxes.
Clinton took offlice with

tough choices facing his ad-
ministration at home and a
problernatic world to deal with
abroad. The American work-
placé, according to media re-
ports from the States, is in the

| Letters for publication in these columns should
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are_accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

address.
Garments embargo

Sir, The US business com-
munily has expressed concern
about employing children in
our garments' factories. They
have thought it to be an inhu-
man way of eamning bread. But
to a layman like me, the mat-
ter is mysterious. My heart is
filled with hope when 1 see
hundreds of girls coming out
and going to garments' facto-
ries. At least they are not earn-
ing by selling their chastity as
the girls of many other third
world countries are doing even
if under compulsion. Their in-
nocent. faces seem to me to be
morally very high. Their hon-
esl earnings (whatever small
that may be) have given them a
sense of self-dependence.

in a country where 50% of
the population consists of
women, their contributien to
our crippled economy is no
less meagre.

The garment industries'
with their helping hands have
given us a place in the western
markets. We are already ridden
with innumerable problems. If
a garments trade embargo is
imposed on us, it will make a
deviation from what esteemed
President Bill Clinton said,
“there 18 no clear division to-

gn is still to be .

The Contaminated B

s

ureaucracy

The chameleon-like civil service is following its ethos when it is tilting towards the BJP, which it believes may
be a winner one day. There is no pride left in doing a correct thing. The service is just not aware of what is

wrong.

such a proposal by some Indian
ICS officers — but the Congress

rulers decided otherwise The
same instruments, faulty and
fiithy, became the Instruments
of a free country. The ICS was
rechristened as the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS).
Toadies of yesterday became
nationalists. Many of them
even began to believe that they
had contributed to the ousting
of subjugation. But there was
no doubt about their loyalty,
first to the British government
and then to that of the
Congress. 1l showed how easily
they changed with the change
in rulers, swearing in the
name of nationalism.

Alter independence, Indira
Gandhi was the first prime
minister who lested their
commitment to the traditions
and the rules of service. They
were found wanting When she
said that their commitment
was to the economy philosophy
she was doling out at that time
to win a polftical battle, they
supported her,

Even the topmost civil ser
vants at that time did not talk
of the commitment to the
Constitution or the rule of law
but to the ‘progress, whatever
it meant. Then it became a
[ashion to be progressive A
few civil servants, who did not
think that way, were pushed
into the background

The emergency (1975-77),
imposed by Mrs Gandhi, saw
how palpable was the civil

service. Highhanded and arbi
trary aclions were carried out
with impunity. The ethical
considerations inherent in
public behaviour became gen
erally dim and In many cases
beyond the mental grasp of
many of the public functionar
s,

Desire for sell- preservation,
as admitted by a number of
public servants at various
lcvels, became the sole moti
vation for their official actions
and behaviour, Anxiety to sur
vive at any cost formed the key

party or the other to get plum
assignmerts

Therefore, the chamelecon
like civil service is following
its ethos when It is tilting to-
wards the BJP, which it be
lieves may be a winner one day
There is no pride left in doing
a correct thing, The service is
just not aware of what is
wrong. Over the years, [or
many puh!ilr functionaries, 1the
dividing line betwecn moral
and immoral has ccased 1o ex-
ist

Yet the situation can be re

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

note of approach to the prob-
lems that came before many of
them. The fear generated by
the mere threat and without
even the actual use of the
weapon of detention became
so pervasive that the general
run of public servants obeyed
the orders blindly.

The end of emergency did
not give back the bureaucracy
the elan it enjoyed once. In
lact, it became more oppor-
tunistic than before, currying
favour from whichever party
came to power: first, the
Janala, later the Congress(i},
then the Janata Dal and again
the Congress(l). Some offlicers
even aligned openly with one

trieved i the rulers were to
ensure that the services would
slay impartial- and indepen-
dent, But when they use them
for their political ends, the
public servants too let their
prejudices to dietate them at
times. Nonectheless, the
screening of governments (s
necessary to weed out the fun--
damentalists

The conduct rules say that
civil servants cannot partici-
pate in political activitics, nor
can they behave in a manner
which would reflect a blas for a
particular party, caste or
creed. All those employees,
whether Hindus, Muslims,
Sikhs or Christians, who are
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known for their communal
support should be dismissed
aflter a departmental inguiry
There is also a case for ban
ning the entry of such people
into the scrvice

The role ol police, also an
arm of the bureaucracy. has
been increasingly reprehensi
ble. Again and again it has been
found acting on eommunal
considerations, siding with the
majority community. Mest ca-
sualties among the Muslims in
the recent riots have been by
the police bullets, not only in
Bombay but in the communist-
run Calcutia.

Senfor officers have ex
plained that long duty hours,
low emoluments and poor liv-
ing conditions have made po-
Heemen indifferent to human
values. But they cannot run
away from the fact that many
among them have been influ-
enced by the propaganda
against the Muslims that the

. RSS has been carrying on for

some years. They have even in-
filtrated the police ranks.

The government machinery
is too weak to meet the chal-
lenges. In some states the
chiel ministers are themselves
behind the police excesses;
the victims are either eritics
or the members of a commu-
nity which the group in power
does not like.

In states like UP and Bihar
the situation is so bad that pri-
vate organisations and individ-
ual groups rule the country-

Clinton Faces Challenge of ‘Change’

by Nazme Sabina

M'lintﬂ;;l_limnﬁmhmﬂlﬂomﬁngﬂlﬂﬂinm‘ldmr;nhpoﬁciumunnbhtnmm
rather he may conduct a tour de force over the world economy’s landscape to restore America's "unipolar”

Image of supremacy, through domination of world market, as his predecessors did.

grip of one of the biggest
shake-ups it has ever seen. Not
only blue-collar workers are
being laid off but 2.8 million
white-collar workers have lost
their jobs in the last five years
and major companies like [BM
and GM are undergoing mas-
stve layofls.

President Clinton, to
breathe from this sulffocation,
has proposed a plan of near-
record tax increase to prick
the deficit balloon and shift
the focus of public and private
spending from consumption to
investment. The President
proposed to take up a 31 bil-
lion shaort-term 'stimulus’ pac-
kage to encourage business to
invest in new equipment and

_to ‘create jobs' in public works.

If approved by Congress, long-
term measures would translate
into the steepest increase in

taxes in US history.

Clinton is seeking to trim
the red ink by 500 billion or
more over the next five years,
equally divided between
spending cuts and in-
crease. Seventy per cent of
new taxes will be paid by those
who make more than 100,000
dollar a year. The other side of
the coin calls for spending in-
creases; 15 billion dollar for an
investment tax credit and 16
billion dollar for job-intensive
projects.

Clinton, who projected
himself as the "change agent”
during the campaign race, is
determined to steer "a new
course” for the US economy
that will quickly pay off with
500,000 jobs.

Clinton is glad because
‘consumer conflidence is up

since election”. He empha-
sised, "We will build an Ame-
rica where even the most
privileged pay their (air share,
not because we want to soak
the rich, but because we want
to stop seeking the middle
class and ask anybody 1o bear
their fair share.” But he also
reminded, "the price of doing
the same old thing is far
higher than the price of
change.”

The frony is that in Novem-
ber 1992, candidate Clinton
had saic, tax only the super-
rich, but in February 1993,
Presjdent Clinton's target gets
down to small business and the
middle class.

Republicans term Clinton's
call to economic arms as "too
long” on tax hikes and "too
short” on spending cuts.
are skeptical that the adminis-
tration was cutting spending
far enough before asking for
more taxes. According to
them, federal spending cuts
are the best way to reduce
budget deficit. They also be-
lieve in “preserving” much of
the nation's current health
care system. House Republican
leader Bob Michel said to
Clinton, "When your domestic
programmes and policies are
based on sound economic
principles, common sense and
traditional American values,
we, Republicans, will be with
you."

Meanwhile labour and en-
ergy intensive industries in-
cluding retailing trade and
transportation and health care
would be hit "hardest”™ by the
proposed changes. Business
executives will feel the "Pinch”

from a hike in corporate in-
come tax which would “stifle”
reviving business activity.
According to them, the plan to
restore the country to long-
term economic health would
amount to nothing more than a
return (o the “failed” fiscal
policies of the 1970s and 8Os,

At present, Clinton returns
to campaign mode and begins
the hard task of selling to Lhe
American people his vision of a
new economic order, a combi-
nation of “"shot-in-the-arm”
economic stimulus and “across-
the-board™ sacrifice. But “sac-
rifice isn't just a presidential
code word for more taxes,
more spending and more
mandates for Washington,”
Senate Minority leader Bob
Dole said. “That's the kind of
sacrifice that will break the
back of middle-class America,
and lead wus right into
economic ruin.’

In America where “consu-
mer” and "person’ have beco-
me virtual synonyms, success
is measured by the amount
they consume, how much
sacriflice are the consumers
ready to "buy™?

The consumer society was

“born in the United States in

the twenties, when brand
names became household wor-
ds processed and packaged
things made their widespread
debut and concentrated at the
centre of America. When re-
cession hit the US, everyone
from the president on down
began begging loyal Americans
to spend. The impeccable: 7if
no one buys, no one sells, and
if no one sclls, no one works.”

For Clinton, the prospect
lor restructuring the present
economy is daunting. The con-
sume-or-decline argument,
which holds high consumption
indispensable for employing
workers and combatting de-
privation, is ungrounded. It has
been proved high consumption
Is a precondition to neither
full employment nor the end of
poverty.

America's internal sftuation
is so suffocating that Clinton's
domestic policies are unable to
revive the picture, rather he
may conduct a tour de force
over the world economy's
landseape ?ﬁestuf&ﬁﬁerﬁm}
“unipolar” image of supremacy,
through domination of werld
market, as his predecessors
did.

The world trade nightmare,
is one in which there ts a
Eurocentric Deutche mark
bloc, a US driven dollar bloc
and the yen bloe. China with
rowth rates in some area as

h as 20 per cent, a GDP al-
ready larger than Germany's
and the "sweet sour” taste of
capitalism in millions of
mouth, appears as the mover
and the shaper of the coming
decade.

No one has learned the les-

son faster than US traders —

industry lobbyists, from air-
lines to minivan manufacturers
coming at Clinton from every
direction, pleading for and
getting protectionist help.
That there was a question as to
what kind of trader Clinton
would be, on the rare occa-
sions, where he mentioned the
topic during the election cam-

paign, he called himsell a "free

&

side. In ceriain areas they ex-
act a “protection” fee every

month. In both states the
nexus between the and
politicians s an established

fact. And the police are alse in-
visived.

In fact, over the years the
contamination of the police
has assumed serious propor-
tions and even the top is net
free from taint. Money can
change a First Information
Report [FIR] and the most
wanted criminals escape arrest
by sharing the booty on regular
basis. A thana (police station)
is on sale depending on the
potentiality of black marketing
and \(rafficking in the area
which it commands.

The departure of the British
has not changed the colonial
traditions substantially. The
governanee is still rough and
ready. The maintenance of law
and order demands often firm
action, which was deplorably
missing in the Bombay riots.
But political considerations
dictate both the rulers and the
bureaueraty. The attitude of
both is largely characterised by
a paralysis of the will to do the
right and proper thing

The point to consider is not
whether the bureaucracy has
guts orf not but whether the
people guiding it are following
correct norms and res.
The protectors of law and
order have become disrupters
and biased Conmununalists,
politicians and the bureaucraey
tend to be on the same side
and they do not take any action
when it is due or move iIn
half-heartedly because they are
part and parcel of the same
system. The rules are there.
The laxity is in taking strong
and impartial action. It {s time
that something is done to
remedy this,

trader”, but the applause line
was always the steadiest. "If
other countries don't start by
our rules we'll play by them.”
Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown, a former lobbyist dis-
tilled the message at his con-
firmation hearings, saying "we
have to l-tnpo&tt!ng rolled”.

On the r hand, while
the world begins to digest
stimulus’ package, Japan and
Britain elicite little response,
Because much of the speech
has already been 'factored’ into
markets and investors now
much more “interested” in US
trade policies toward Japan
than in its domestic economic
policies.

Secondly, despite some
disengagement in both parts of
the globe, the US will continue
to provide military security in
Asla and Europe. "It is very
important,” says a former Bush
adviser, "that we assure Japan
and Germany, as well as their
neigheours, that US will eors
tinwe, as the sole superpower,
to maintain a strong military
presence in both regions and
defend and expand the world
trading system.” Clinton will
sing from the same hymnal.

And thirdly, as global com-
petition hits up, spying among
allies will grow more intense,
says Peter Schweiger, author
of the recently published book,
"Friendly Spies”. Despite its
persistent denials, Schweiger
says, the US intelligence has
spied on friends and allies in
the past and American compa-
nies such as Motorala are set-
ting up their own business in-
telligence units. "In the New
World order,” he says
"yesterday's political allies are
today's economic competitor”,
Schweiger foresees a funda-
mental shift in intelligence
priorities. "Business secrets
have become more vital than
military secrets,” he says, "and
counting machine tools is now
more important than trgcking
the number of battle tanks.”

_—

T ——————
e

v
i

o
2z ‘

= ia

—=

—

- S ————

-
e

day between what is foreign
and what is domeéstic — the
world economy, the world en-
vironment, the world's AIDS
crisis. This unwanted embargo

-may. bring a disaster for thou-

sands of families. May | request
them to rethink our case rea-
sonably.

Kamaluddin Ahmed
Chandgaon R/A, Chittagong.

The case of guest
birds

Sir, Our country vibrates
with chirping notes of birds
round the year. The guest
birds add to the charm during
winter — Bangladesh, indeed
becomes a rendezvous of the
migratory birds. This is a treat
to our eyes. Unfortunately, the
number of guest birds is pro-
gressively dwindling due to
depredation by poachers and
mindless killing. Now only a
few of them can track back to
their original habitat.

Our country is becoming in-
creasingly inhospitable to
them. are now disturbed
species in our land. We have
failed to give them a safe
haven.

Once our clime and tem-
perate weather used to provide

them enough comfort and
freedom. Their sojourn is no
longer safe here. This is one of
the dampeners of their motiva-
tion for secking short refuge
here. The fast disappearance of
their swamp and marshy land
has added to this factor.

Besides, maintaining eco-
logical balance, the guest birds
enrich our aesthetic frill. The
situation calls for strict en-
forcement of the law providing
adequate incentives to the
guest birds, so that our land
can become safe harbour for

them again.

Golam:Nabt,
Nasirabad, Chittagong.

Letters to the editor

Sir, A letter by Mr K R
Zakhmi, Khulna, published in
your columns on January 16
had captured my attention. It
seemed from his expression
that some letter-writers, in-
cluding myself, are doing a
great sin by sending copies of
our letters to different news-
papers [or publication. Mr
Zakhmi purchases more than
one newspaper and he won't
like to read second hand arti-
cles or comments specially
second hand letters (He
hadn't, however, mentioned
whether he disliked reading
second hand news items sup-
plied by BSS/UNB).

Well, our noble intention to
cover large number of readers

by sending the same letters to
different newspapers still

stands valid because not all the

people purchase all the news-
papers like Mr Zakhmi.
Moreover, letters column is
meant for the readers, hence
everyone who reads and sub-
scribes to a newspaper re-
serves the right to send his
letters to that newspaper. |
can safely
but all the letter-writers who

send their letters to different
newspapers deflinitely do so
with a noble mind and noble
intenton. It appears from Mr
Zakhmi's letter that he can no
more tolerate even our exis-
tence in the world of writing:

Mr Zakhmi in his letter
wrote — "Mr M Zhaidul Haque
has developed a mania for let-
ter-writing. Previously | had
and idea that a write-up usually
sees the day's light only when
it can satisfy the intellectual
standards fixed by the news-
paper to which it is sent for
publication. But now after
reading Mr Zakhmi's letter |
understand that writing habit
is a sort of manial

Secondly, if my record is
correct, only one gentleman
recently raised objection on
sending same letters to more
than one newspaper, Of
course, he didn't use impolite
words in his criticism. Another
gentleman supported his view
by writing a letter to the same
newspaper. And Mr Zakhmi,
perhaps, is the third, but first
in The Daily Star' raising same
sort of objection. Of course, a
lot of letters upholding our
rights/ justifications to send
same letters to different
newspapers had also appeared
in protest of the first one's ob-

say that not only 1

jection. Though our intention
is noble, still to respect the
public sentiments, | would like
to invite opinions from the
newspaper readers on this
matter for judging the readers'
stand over the dispute. And at
the same time | would request
the Editors’ Council to take up
this issue in their next meet-
ing’s agenda for adopting a
policy decision in the greater
welfare of the public.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka.

Biman flight

Sir, It was about two years
ago that on a cold wintry night
I was stranded at Bangkok's in-
ternational afrport for over five
hours due to Biman's delay in
the Bangkok-Dhaka flight
which finally reached Dhaka,
after taking off from Bangkok,
well past midnight.

This time, a fortnight ago,
while on my trip to Singapore
and back to Dhaka via
Bangkok, my travel agent once
again enquired whether he
would book me on Biman for
the Bangkok-Dhaka sector.
Remembering the past |
wanted to decline but being a
nationalist [ accepted the
booking hoping against hope
that Biman this time would be
on time’.

The flight of 7th February
93 BG-077 was scheduled to
take off Bangkok al 1400 hours
loeal time and arrive Dhaka

ZIA at 3:30 pm. At Bangkok, |
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reported to the airport at
1200 hours, as per schedule,
minutes ticked by and hours
passed, there was no informa-
tion of any kind on the TV
screen or at the airport
counter. Finally, after about
nearly two hours, the counter
opened and a Thai representa-
tive of Biman announced that
the flight from Dhaka would
arrive Bangkok at about 5:25
pm. The plane arrived
Bangkok at about 6:30 pm and
I finally arrived Dhaka once
again around midnight after a
delay of six hours.

It was a bright and clear
February day with exception-
ally fine weather at Bangkok.
There were about two dozen
other airlines at Bangkok air-
port operating from all over
the world who were maintain-
ing their schedule dead on
time. But regretfully Biman
Bangladesh was hours behind
time as usual.

Will the authorities in
Biman wake up? |, being a
Bangladeshi, have been bitten
twice and thrice shy, needless
to say about the foreigners
who, for sure, will not tolerate
and accept such delays and in-
conventences,

The world is moving into
the 21st century and Biman at
this rate will definitely be left
out internationally in the air
trade until and unless some
drastic measures are taken for
maintaining the schedules at
least, which is a basic prereq-
uisite for operating a success-
ful airline.

Faruber Anwar
Chittagong.



