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Bosnians confront UN troops: ..

civilans confronted two UN soldiers in the southern Bosnia-

Herzegovina city of Mostar Thursday and stole their riflcs, a
Croat forces spokesman reported Friday, AFP says [rom

:2: civilians then made off in a car.

The spokesman said the car's licence plate had been
noted. He did not report what the soldiers’ superiors had to
say to them.

Move to oust Mobutu: us. French and
Belgian officials are discussing ways to bring democracy to
riot-torn Zaire and to move President Mobutu Sesc Seko out
of power, a State Department spokesman said on Friday,
Reuter reports [rom Washington. -

However, spokesman Joe Snyder declined to confirm a
published report citing a State Department document that

" described the situation in Zaire as being as potentially explo-

4 killed as plane,
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sive as “Somalia and Liberia rolled into one”.

The February 11 document suggested seizing Mobutu’s
personal property, including a plane, a yacht and houses, to
"send a strong message to him,” the New York Times re-
ported on Friday. .

_ President Bill Clinton will probably approve the three
countries’ decision on sanction against Zafre within the next

few days, the newspaper said.

Palestinian shot dead in Gaza :

isracl soldiers shot and killed a masked Palestinian in the
occupied West Bank on Friday night, military officials said,
Reuter reports from Jerusalem.

They said an army unit opened fire when it encountered
two masked Palestinians duringd an operation in the Tulkarem
refugee camp. Open of the them was badly wounded and the
other escaped. ' : -

The wounded man, who died as he was being treated by an
army doctor, was carrying two loaded pistols, the officials
said.

Israelis have killed at least 1,021 Palestinians since an
Arab uprising against Israeli rule erupted in December, 1987.
Pahltiniln:iaw killed 112 Israelis in the same period.

. ter collide :a

and a helicopter, both being flown by student
pilots, collided over an airport runway Friday, crashing in
flames and killing all four people aboard, AP reports from’
Atlanta. ‘

“The helicopter appeared to fly into the bottom ol the
Cessna” at an al of about 100 feet (30 meters), said wit-
ness Dan Harbison. "They both fell in separate balls of flame
and went down about 20 feet (6 meters) apart.”

The two aircraft, a Robinson R-22 Alpha helicopter and a
two-seat Cessna 152, were practicing landing approaches at
Fulton County Airport — Brown Field when they collided,
Federal Aviation Administration spokeswoman Christy
Williams said.

A student pilot and a flight instructor were on the air-
plane, said Ms Willlams and officlals at Peachtree-DeKalb
Flight Academy, which owned the plane. Neither would iden-

* Lify the victims.,
Prest

Helicopters of Chamblee, which trains pilots,
identified the dead in its leased helicopter

as Dr Ronald

Lorber, an Atlanta orthodontist, and Rickard Hull, an FAA ex-

aminer.

Japan launches X-ray satellite :

Japan launched Saturday a satellite to

far-off galaxies

with X-ray telescopes, Education Ministry officials said, AFP

reports from Tokyo.

The Astro-D, which was launched form the southern town
of Uchinoura, is equipped with four state-of-the-art X-ray

telescopes that
that can be
This is the fourth X-ray

clear images, enabling a probe of stars
only through Z-rays, it said.
satellite launched
institute of space and astronautical science.

the minisiry's
last satcllite,

Astro-C, was in operation between February 1987 and

JNovember 1991.

Thousands protest new law

Egypt curbs Islamic hold

on professional unions

CAIRO, Feb 20: Thousands
of protestors rallied herc
Friday to discuss ways of -
ing a new law aimed at lﬂ
ing the Islamic hold on pro-
fessional associations, corre-
spondents reported, AFP.

The Egyptian au tie
sicpped up security in Cairo to
prevent any street demongtra-
tions as mass mectings gol un-
dcr way at the headquarters of
the doctors, lawyers and engl-
neers associations which are
dominated by fundamentalists.

Some 5,000 people gath-
ered afler weekly Friday pray-
ers al the Engineers’ Associa-
tion led by Construction Minis-
ter Hassaballah Al-Kafrawi,
shouting slogans accusing the
government of “killing de-

mocracy.

Tﬂl‘lhur{ﬂtlpdhm.-
tary President) the gov-
ernment do not want progress
for our country,” they shouted
and called for action to con-
front the new law.

The Gencral of
the Engineers’ Associalion,
Mohammad Bishr, told AFP
that the Egyptian sccurily
forces had preventied thou-
sands of union members from

on the capital from
other of the country.

*They forced several buses
carrying engincers from enter-
ing Catro,” Bishr charged.

He satd the fight would con-

tinue against the law, which
was passed Tucsday.

“The government pretends
that the new law will guaranicu
larger democratic parlicipa-
tion in union activity while in
fact this law reduces frec
doms,” he said.

President Hosni Mubarak's
government pushed through
the law in parliament on
Tucsday to prevent fundamen-
talists from winning control of
professional associations and
urdons.

It sets a minimum turnoul b

of 80 per cent in the first
round of leadership elections
and 33 per cent in the second
round of leadership elections
and 33 per cent in the second
round, with the aim of Hmiting

the chances of fundamentalists
winning control by benefitting
from low turnouts.

Il turnout falls short of the
new limits, the new law calls
for the appointment of magis-
trates 1o manage the unions for
an interim six-month period,
at the end of which a new vote
must be held.

The leftists and lberal op-
position agree that the new
law underminecs democracy
and freedom and have charged
that parliament, which (s
dominated MPs from
Mubarak's National Democratic
Party, did not consult them.

AMMAN, Feb 20: US
Sceretary of State Warren
Christopher said Friday that
Washington was prepared to be
a full partner in the Middle
East peace process despite
suspended talks over
Palestinian deportees, reports
AFP.

"President Bill Clinton has
senl me to this region as a sign
of his commitment to the

Us. .
airport Thursday.
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Christopher answering to t‘l'gque«stiuns on his arrival at Cairo

_ meesssssssss INternational . _
Washington ready to be full
partner of ME peace process

cause of Middle East peace.”
he said on his arrival here
from Cairo on the second leg
of a tour aimed al jump-start-
ing the stalled middle East
pcace talks.

" "He (Clinton) said, and |
want to refterate this in
Amman, that the US is pre-
pared to be a full partner in
pursuit of that cause provided
other parties sharc our de-
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termination to resume pcace
negoliations,” he stressed.
Christopher is to discuss
Saturday with King Hussein
and senior Jordanian officials
means of re-starting the r:jn-
tiations which were suspended
when [srael deported more
than 400 Palestinians from the
occupied territories to a frozen
no man's land in South
lebanon on December 17.

— Star TV photo

"We will do our part f they
do theirs,” added Christopher
al the Amman military airport.

The Secretary of State said
he was "interested in hearing
King Hussein's view on what
Jordan and the US can do to-

gether to re-energize the |
peace negotiations.” .
Sources close to the

Secretary have warned that the
Middle East peace process, in-
spired by the administration of
former President George Bush,
would "not continue to have
hi riority {f we're pushin
a.gg?mﬁ a trl-?scd door." . -
Christopher praised the
democratization process
launched by Jordan in 1089 as
“a commitment that we
much applaud,” adding that he
would also discuss "a wide

* range of other issue” with

Jordanian officials.

Jordanian Foreign Minister
Kamel Abu Jaber reiterated his
country's "firm commitment to
the peace process with the
aim of achieving a comprehen-
sive, just and lasting peace to
the Arab-lsraei and Pales-
tinian- Isracl conflicts.”

Such peace, Abu Jaber said,
should be achieved "on the ba-
sis of United Nations Security
Council resolutions 242 and
338 and the concept of ex-
changing land-for-peace.”

"Since the Madrid confer-

“ence, tension in the region has

not subsided with the level of
Israeli violence in the occu-
pied territories increasing and
the current deportees’ prob-
lem being one symptom,” said
Abu Jaber referring to the
Middle East peace parley

Crackdown on illegal Thai arms traders

BANGKOK, Feb 20: Thal
Prime Minister Chuan Leckapi,
pledging to take tough action
against Mafia-style crime, has
announced the setting up of a
special government task force
to crack down on the trade in
WAl WEeapons, AFP.

The special committee, to
be chaired by Chuan, will look
into ways ol suppressing the
arms racket, the premier was
quoted as saying in ncws re-
ports today.

"The suppression campaign
against trading in war weapons
should be done promptly dur-:
ing the term of this govern-
ment,” the premier Wwas
quoted as saying

Chuan was speaking as he
emerged [rom a meefing 10
discuss fighting illegal

weapons with top Defence and
Interior Ministry officials as
well as military and police
chicfs.

In the wake of a recent
spate of bombing incidents,
the police have called for the

death penalty for iflcgal arms
possession and trading. The
maximum penalty faced by fl-
legal arms traderS under Thai
law is life imprisonment.

But in earlier statements
Chuan rejected this, insisting
instead on stepped up cfforts
o fight “influential people” in-
volved in or crime. -~

Earlier this week police
chief Sawat Amomvivat admit-
ted some police officers were
aiding the arms racket by pro-
viding protection to traders

dealing in arms smugglcd from
provinces bordering on war-
torm Cambodia.

In his remarks Friday,
Chuan complained that police
officials had so far fafled to
submit to him a list of police-
men and military officers sus-
pected of being involved in the
trade.

He said, however, that he
was confident a crackdown
was “feasible as his govern-
ment had no links with
“influential people” in the un-
derworld.

Meanwhile, a Thal court has
scntenced five That men and a
woman to death for heroin
trafficking. the Bangkok Post
reported today.

But four of them, inclyding
a police corporal and the

woman, had their sentence
commuted to life imprison-
ment by the Bangkok criminal
court after they had pleaded
guilty.

The two whose sentences
were not commuted were
identified as Pitak Madakul, 30
and Srtwan Chaysarn, 35, they
were given the death penalty
because they were in posses-
sion of fire arms at the time to
their arrest, the Post said.

No executions have been
carried out in Thailand for

Earlier this week, two
Canadians, Ralph Rober Wilsen
and Michael Carl MeNeil, were
sentenced .to death and Briton
Malyn Willlam Wallace was sen-
tcnced to life imprisonment
for heroin trafficking.

ISLAMABAD, Feb 20:
Alghanistans main warring fac-
tions have agreed to a Uniicd
Nations request for a 72-hour
ceasefire in Kabul to allow the
evacuation of badly wounded
civillans, a sentor UN official
said on Friday, reports Reuter.

We have received a positive
response from the government
and from Hezb-l-1slami to our
request for a ceasefire, Sotirios

Mousouris, special E of
the UN Secretary for
said

The ceasefire betweeh the
government of fundamentalist

agree to 72-hr truce

President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani and his hardline Hezb-I-
Islami opponents would take
¢ficet éarly next week, Mous-
ouris said. .

More than 1,000 people
have been killed and 5,000
wounded in a month of rocket
and artillery bombardments
between the two sides that
cascd afller a lemporary cease-
fire last Sunday.

The UN appealed for the
72-hour ceasefire w0 allow the
evacuation of wounded in need
of special surgical treatment
and shipment of surgical and

EZ ZOUHOUR: Palestinian lll pray in the camp in no man s land in Seuth
! Lebanon Friday.

medical supplies to the capital,
Mousouris said.

The UN was still awaiting a
reply from the Shiitc HezbI-
Wahdat group based in Kabuls
western suburbs and which
lost radio contact with its of-
fice in Pakistan after govern-
ment troops evicted them
from their headquarters this
week, he said.

Mousouris said the UN
would coordinate any evacua-
tion with the International
Committee of the Red Cross,

—AFP/UNB photo
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3 IRA members
jailed for
24 yrs each

BELFAST., Feb 20: Three
members of the Irish
Republican Army (IRA) were
cach scntenced on Friday to
24 ycars in prison on terrorist

charges, reports AFP.

Michael Bennett, 27, Qliver
Masterton, 32, and Pelcr
Lynch, 21, all from Belfast,
were cach convicted at Belfast
Crown Court earlier this weck
of “conspiracy to murder per-
son or persons unknown and
possessing firearms with in-
tent to endanger life.”

The three men Wwere ar-
rested in August 1991 while
travelling in a stolen taxi.

Israel condemned
for human rights

violation

GENEVA, Feb 20: The UN
Human Rights Commission
condemned lsrael on Friday
for human rights violations in
the occupied territories and
approved the appointment of a
special . rapporteur on lsracl
responsible to the commission.

scrting “the right
Palestinian people to resist the
Isracli occupation by all
mcans,” by 26 votes to 16,
with five abstentions.

Those opposing the resolu-
tton  included the Uniled
States, Russia, Japan and the
European countries.

ROK won't issue
visa to Japan's
Socialist
Party chief

SEOUL. Feb 20: The gov-
ernmeni will not issue a visa
for Sadac Yamahana chairman
of Japan's Soctalist Party. be-
cause of the party’s pro-North
Korean policy, news re

Japan's largest position
party will not be to
come o South Korea despite
his party’s recent mowe 1o im-
prove reiations with Seoul.

Russian archives still possess remains of

MOSCOW, Feb 20 Driven by
Josel Stalin's fear that Adolf

1945 and 19486,

But they still did not answer
key questions, such as how
Soviet agents concluded that
the skull fragments were
Hitler's and why the remains
have been kept secret.

Historians are likely to re-
main that the bones

the corpses with gasoline and
burned them to prevent them
Soviet hands.

in his lJandmark book “The
Rise and Fall of the Third
Reich.,” US author Willlam L.
Shirer quoted an cyewitness

Hitler's remains “were
wiped out by the uniterrupted
Russian arti fire.”

But the lack of identifiable
remains allowed rumors that
Hitler had escaped the advanc-
ing Soviet army. Among those
who reémained suspicious was
the Soviet dictator, Jobsel
Stalin, lzvestia said. :

lzvestia said its account was
based on files ol the Peopic's
Commissariat for Interior
Aflairs, or NKVD, the forerun-
ner of the KOB and current

Security Ministry.

According 1o the newspa-
per, the NKVD interrogaled
Hans Bauer, Hitler's personal
pilot; Heinz Linge, his valet;
and Otto Gunache, an alde. The
investigators spent months
trying to obtain confessions
that Hitler was alive, but fafled
to do so.

The NKVD was co
with the Soviet military
counter-intelligence agencey,
Smersh, which been first
to inapect Hitler's bunker and
command posts.

Last year, Russian historian
Lev sald Smecrsh
had found some remains of
chief Joseph Ooelbbels, and

ting

Chiel of Stafl Hans Krebs in
May 1945. He claimed that
dental remains were stifl being
kept in KGH archives,

Irvestia sald Smersh re
fused to cooperate with the
NKVD, and so the secret po-
lice sent ils own investigators
to Berlin in May 1948, They

found the skull | s at
Hitler's headquarters, the
Reichs Chancellery.

“While digging at the bot.
tom of the pit ... two charrod
fragments of skull bones were
found, one carrying a bullct's
exit hole,” lzvestia quoted the
NKVD dossier as saying.

The Russian government

- The Baily Star 5

Maharashtra CM
demands sacking
of Sharad Pawar

NEW DELHI. Feb 20: The

Chief Minister of an Indian
state demanded Saturday the
sacking of Defence Minister
Sharad Pawar, accusing him of
harming the interests of the
ruling Congress (I) Party, re-
ports AFP.

Maharashtra Chiel Minister
Sudhakar Rao Naik said Pawar,
who tried to become Prime
Minister in June 1991, was
indulging in "anti-party activi-
ties” and should be sacked, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) re-
ported.

Naik said the demands by
Pawar supporters in Maha-
rashtra state for his resigna-
tion following the bloody Hin-
du-Muslim violence in January

in Bombay was "uncons-
titutiona.”
Bombay, India’'s commercial

hub, is the tal of the west-
ern state of Maharashtra,
which is rmed by the
Congress (I). Both Naik and
Pawar hadl from Maharashtra.

Naik was originally a Pawar
protege, but he has increas-
ingly distanced himselfl from
the Defence Minister. The
Chief Minister now is a vocal
supporter of Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao.

Naik said Pawar's dismissal
from the cabinet "would not in
any way weaken the Congress
Party. On the contrary it would
only strengthen the hands of
the Prime Minister, PTI quo-

ted him as saying in Auran-
gabad city.
The Maharashtra Chicl Mi-

the Record

nister sacked six of his min-
isicrs on February 13 on
charges of indiscipline.

six were supporters of
Pawar, who denounced the

dismissals as an "act of desper-
ation” by Naik.

Shi'ites burn
Rushdie's

effigy in Beirut
BEIRUT, Feb 20; Hundreds
of Shiite Muslim zealots

burmmed an effigy of Salman
Rushdie in South Beirut on
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took part in the demonstra-
tion, which was organized
Hezbollah, or of God, the

Hezbollah clerics. Marchers
brandished placards reading
"Rushdie is a of corrup-
tion that should be stamped
out”

He was greeted
with tomaitoes

1 HOBART, Australia: A hail of tomatoes

greeted conservative

opposition leader John Hewson as he campaigned in this
southern city in the run-up to March 13 elections, reports

AFP

Police said Hewson was confronted by more than 100
demonstrators as he toured the busy Salamanca Palace mar-
kets tn the capital of the island state of Tasmania.

The demenstrators
against woodchi

had gathered at a rally to protest
Hewson's proposed good

s and services

tax and the Liberal-National Coalition's industrial relations

pul !
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strutk on the head and back.

Hewson, hoping to end 10 years

of Labour Party rule in

Canberra with a victory over Prime Minister Paul Keating's
government, later told reporters he did not fear for his salcty.

Ban on matchmakers of
overseas marriages

HONG KONG: China has ordered strict regulation of all
matchmaking agencies involving in overseas marriages be-
cause many Chinese women ended up being forced into pros-

titution abroad, a
The Beljing-

rt said today, says AFP.
Wen Wel Po newspaper, quoling gov-

crnment sources, said here that the new rules would prohibit

all newspaper advertising by

matchmakers and ban travel

agencies from organising tours in which foreigners ostensibly

look for wives.

It did not say how many women had been drawn into for-
eign prostitution, or in which countries.

Wen Wei Po said many women who contacted matehmak-
ers did marry foreigners or overseas Chinese in China, but
after leaving the country were forced into prostitution or, in a
few cases, virtual slavery as manual labourers.

Second black Miss USA

WICHITA, Kan: A 22-year-old Wayne

State University stu-

dent became the second black to be crowned Miss USA in the
pageant's 42-year history, reports AP.

Kenya Moore of Detroit

receives 200,000 dollars in cash

and prizes and competes in the Miss Universe pageant in

Mexico City in May.

The first black winner was Miss USA 1990 Carole Gist,

BERLIN: Young people who surgically switch their ‘genders
:L-n' names

can now legally first

Germany's high court ruled Friday, reports AP.

The Constitutional Court ruled

g
?

1980
clause in the German constitution that prevented transsexuals
from changing their first names before their 25th birthdays.

The court, based in Karlsruhe, ruled that the law
groundless and discriminatory.

The court based its rulings
women and a young man who
names to fit their new genders.

Hitler's skull

has not confirmed that it is |
either set of remains—

holding
the teeth reportedly found by
Smersh or the sku thmw?
found

mﬁmmm\m TV said
ft filmed the skull bones in the
Russian state archives. The
lzvestia reporter, Ella Maxi-
mova. also said the archive
director, Sergel Mironenko,
showad her the bones.

"1 am I'nld'tl;u:l my hands
fragments of H s skull. God
knows for how many years
have been lying In a

box with the inscription: ‘blue
ink for fountain pens.” she
wrote.

s o gl e
to adept new first

Ramos requests
Kuwaiti Emir to

pardon Filipino

workers
HHMMIE:M
Ramos has sent a letter
Emir of Kuwait Jaber

Confesor, whe lefl Fr Aot
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