-

The Duily Star

“memories of the martyrs

- for us

Dhaka, Sunday, February 21, 1993

Reliving the Spirit of
| Ekushey

During our years under Pakistan, 'Ekushey’ —
the term which now means everything that our
language movement stood for — served the pur-
pose ol galvanising the nation to struggle against
alien domination. After our liberation, ‘Ekushey’
stood for a struggle against our overall backward-
ness, especially cultural and intellectual. In the
first we had succeeded. In the second, our suc-
cess has been far from satisfactory. Some would
say, we have not only failed to make any progress

during our 21 years of independence, we may
even have gone backward in certain respects.
Though such thinking may not find widespread

acceptability, yet there is merit in the view that
some very retrogressive trends have made in-
roads into our g Mre’ hh:l:d intellectual life, some-

thing we had - h 0 happen in inde-
pendent Bar 4w ¥ fundamentalism
in Banm R e Hl saking advantage
of the o R R W ..,:b le, the funda-
mentalist [ordsg s HI:F of hatred and
bigotry. These % ey < contrary {o the

g orFor us to have to

s sorces of communal-
ism is perhaps the most telling evidence of our
failure in carrying forward the ideals of Ekushey.
But, however shameful a failure it has been, we
have to fight this battle once again — and [ight
better than we did before. We owe it to the mar-
tyrs of the language movement.

The overall development of our language and
culture, as envisaged by the leaders of our lan-

uage movement, has not come about either.

ept for the emergence of some writers, the
growth of the theatre movement, and perhaps
some'odd development here and there, we can
hardly claim to have made any major break-
through in any fundamental sense. %

The reason for the lack of overall advancement
is of course the backwardness of our education
?r"slcm. The existence of such a huge number of
illiterates is the first stumbling. Then we have the

shnrtcurnm% of the system itself. The lucky ones
who are able to enroll themselves in the school
gstem. and the still luckier ones who are among

e 30 per cent who continue till class V, -are
perhaps not the best examples of what a good ed-
ucation system can and should produce. No edu-
cation for large number of kids coupled with poor
education for the majority of school going chil-
dren, stahids out as the biggest insult to the
of the Ekushey.

We in The Daily Star have repeatedly urged the
government, the members of parliament, the po-
itical . leaders and the opinion makers to join
hands in eradicating illiteraly and making the

- school system successful. What better, and con-

structive way can there be to commemorate this
year's Ekushey than to take the most determined
pledge to fulfil the goals of Education for All by
the Year 2000.

In the old days the spirit of Ekushey always
served to unite the patriotic forces. Perhaps in
those days the enemy was clear and it was easy
unite. But today, we think, the enemy is
sguﬂ& Clear — W ‘and underdevelopment.

this en

inning against emy is as important as all
our previous victories ever were. For it is

through our victory over poverty and underdevel-
opmeént, that our victories in the language move-
ment, and in the liberation war, will became truly
meaningful. This we must understand. In the
hope for the revival of the old spirit of sacrifice
and patriotism, we pledge to work hard, and
work together,

UN and Bosnia

The UN Secretary General, Boutros Boutros-
Ghali has acted with commendable firmness in
asking the UNHCR to resume its humanitarian aid
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, which had been somewhat

arbitrarily suspended on Wednesday the
ency's chiel, Sadako . In calling a halt to
the relief operation, the UNHCR boss was

local Serb militias. The situation was made fur-

er complicated by the refusal of even Bosnian
authorities to let supplies enter Sarajevo in
solidarity with the inhabitants of eastern Bosnia.

From the point of view of Ogata, the situation
had become untenable and perhaps even impos-
sible. Therefore, she took lm easy way out, to
suspend the operation unless all parties con-
cerned co-operated with the UNHCR In its relief
operation

Dr Ghali had several reasons to oppose ta's
decision. The UN Chiefl himself ?\ad rg‘_-g:nﬂy
come under severe criticisms for dragging his
feet on the Bosnia question, calling for more elu-
sive talks among warring factions. In this sense,
the world body had [ailed to earn the confidence
of the population of the ravaged part of the
former Yugoslavia. The UNHCR's move certainly
came at the wrong moment. What's worse, it was
taken without consultation with Ghali, with Ogata
said to be exceeding her authority in suapcrélng
the reliel operation.

One may not underestimate the challenge fac:
ing the UN agency whose entire modus operandi
depends on how it carries out its humanitarian
activities. In UNHCR, every one, from the top
boss tn;_v, ordinary field worker, knows what the
ordeal 1S all about, an ordeal that the agency can-
not shirk. In this context, the UNHCR's decision
to pull out of Somalia two years ago will in retro-
spect, continue to be viewed with mixed feelings

E.ﬁr'ulrsttng against a blockade of the UN convoys
t

cspcclallz when it is the agen which had
earned the Nobel Peace Prize for humantitarian
activities.

The UNHCR should indeed return to Bosnia
without any further delay, while its chief should
feel free to discuss with relevant quarters how
the agency's operation can be made less haz-
ardous. Even il Ogata's conditions are not met,
her agency should think of another suspension of
its a ation only as the last resort and this
should be based on a deeision of the UN Security
Council

The UNHCR's resumption of aid to Bosnia
should boost the morale of the strife torn popula-
tion in Bosnia at a time when. tn a welcome
move, France with British and US support, is
wor on a resolution for the Security Council
to establish an international tribunal to try war
criminals for their atrocfties committed against
mﬁmmanlly Muslim population in Bosnia.

are some that the nightmare in the
conflict -ridden rchp:sblic mag be coming to an
end. The UNHCR a role to play in this devel-

opment .

deep
drawback will be all 100 clear

no major flood or dro

ught to batter the fragfic
rice stalks — we get a bumper
anian barvest when within a
spitnt of two to three wecks,
the bulk of the near-around 12
million tons of paddy enter the
rural primary markets. Arrival
of 80 much paddy in so short a

I F the weather is good —

timce creales the "mess’,
olherwise termed as the
bumper harvest. It {s an

illuston no doubt, the much
sought alter self-sufliciency is a
distant mirage.

Basically, it is a marketing
problem. Farmers have no ca-

pacity to hold on to the har-

vest. Wholesalers lack process-
ing and storage capabilities
since government policy of
strong intervention in the rice
market, given the persistent
regime ol scarcity, did never
support private sector market
development for the politically
most strategic commodity —
rice. Traditionally, it is a highly
rcgulated market constrained
through compulsory procure-
nicnl, stocking limitations and

price ¢control,
Looking at the concentrated

arrival ol a disaster [ree aman

crop this season, profound op-

timists have even urged the

govlirnment to think of export-

ing quality rice to Middle-cast
markels. Also, general lack of
liquidity on the part ol stock-

ists due to overall economic

recessfon has further pulled
down the prices in the face of

laggte arrtvals. The euphoria of -

a surplus and talk of rice ex-
ports, let us pray and hope, be
short-lived. Let us not rush in
where ‘angels [ear “to tread'
since rice is practically the
sustenance ol the nation and
nobody should play with fire.

Definitely, the occasion does

not call for fire-works in the
misty evenings of cold January.

A look al some statistics
will clarify the issue. According
to Government's standard food
budgeting procedures, an aver-
age quantity of 15.5 ounces of
food grains (rice+wheat) must
be made available for each hu-
man being, everyday ol the
year, For the 115 million popu-

Bosnia

HIS nine month old cr-

isis which has given the

world a new expression
— 'ethnic cleansing’, and
whose statistics in human cost
is mind boggling, seems like a
never ending saga. Diplomatic
activitiecs continue without a
let up as new brutalities
overshadow old ones. With the
advent of President Clinton
and appeintment of a special
envoy Mr. Bartholemew, the
us has not yet taken a
C
8

policy
lear although men of
good nd the world
have pinned their hopes on a
trong US initiative.

The Bos$nian crists, which
has centre stage of the
world for the better part of
1992 and particularly in the
Islamic world, deserves to be
analysed in some detail. Three
communities — namely
Muslims, Serbs and Croats are
involved. The Muslims, who
arc 44% of the population, are
s0 [ar the main losers for the
Serbs, who are Orthodox
Christians, have conquerecd

GGRESSIVE promotion

of contraceptive wusc

has led to an cight-ycar
low in babfes born in the
Marshall [slands, a nation
which until recently had one of
the world's [astest growing
populations.

The Marshalls family plan-
ing campaign has coupled the
usc ol the contraceptive im-
plant Norplant — thal prevents
pregnancy for five years — and
the injectable Depo-provera,
with strong community back-
ing lor population control from
the Protestant and Catholi
churches. *

I3y world standards the
Marshall Islands populalion ol
50,000 is small. But with two
thirds crowded (nte [cwer
than Iwo square miles of land
in this coral {sland group. the
lwen urban centres in the
Marshalls are densely popu
lated

Hospital stalistics show that
741 babies were born in
Majuro, the capital island, dur
ing 1992 This 1s the lowcs!
fgurg since 1984, the last year
that™ fewer than 700 babies
were born

The 1992 Lotal reflects a
more than 17 per cent drop in
births over Majuro's record
sctting ycar of 1987 when an
out-of conirol birth rate pro

Sir, The Government has
recently announced Hajl Policy
for the current Hajfj reason. It
has been decided that district
quota will be fixed on the basis
of population of each district.
Although apparently this
scems 0 be alright. if one goes
into 1t, fis inhecrent

In some of the major loreign

| exchange earning districts ft

may be found that the ratio of
selected people comes w 1:5
but in my district with very
little or or no foreign exchange

earning, it stands at 1:1. That

means the intending Hailjs of
afMluent and major foreign ex
change ecarning districis will

} suffer for no fault of thetr own.

The Illusive Bumper Harvest

lation of 1993, total mﬁaump-
tlon requirement of lood

grains would amount Lo 18.5
million wns. 11 2.5 million lons

ol wheat arc available (rom
food aid, cash purchase and
domestic production, then 16
million tons of rice required
for consumption imply domes-
tic paddy production of 26
million tons, inclusive of 10
per cent extra on account of
sced, feed and wastage,

Boro Cultivation

Now, if the boro paddy that
will follow aman is cqually
good, then it is possible that
total rice output might slightly
exceed estimated requirement
of 16 million tons. As a mattcr
ol lact, a production level of
near around 16 milllon tons
had been maintained in the
years of no natural calamitics
during the recent past. So,
comlortable projections for the
currcnt year is very legitimatce.

Yet there are no grounds for
fllusions. If farmers fail 1o re-
cefve a reasonable return to
the current aman harvest, it
would adversely alfect boro
cultivation, particularly in the
transplanted aman areas where
irrigation is available. Boro re-
quires a great deal of cash in-
vesiments for irrigation. The
new class of 'water lords' that
have emerged in the country
would sce to it that such costs
are not lowered for the benefit
of farmers and bargadars.

Between the beginning
(1979-1980) and end of the
decade (1989-1990), total rice
output increased from 12.5 to
15.5 million tons. The entire
increase of 3 million tons is
accounted for by boro alone. In
fact if we look at the figures,
boro output increased by 3.4
million tons but its cultivation
is expanding at the cost of
broadcast aman whose output
fcll by 400,000 tons during the
same period. Thus total ncet
gain in terms of rice was three
million tons.

70% ol Bosnia. The brunt of
Serhian ferocity has been
borne by the Muslims, for not
only have they lost territory
but ‘ethnic cleansing, meaning
rapc of their women, have
been largely practiced on
them. It is they who have been
massively uprooted from their
homes and whose

beleaguered
capital Sarajevo wait hopelessly
for reliel supplies. The Serbs
are progressing according to a
well defined long standing
plan — Greater Serbia. Thus
they would be happy to ‘see
HBosnia as a community ef
sovereign states whereas the
Muslims want a unitary state,
where the three communities
would be represented. The
Croats, who are Catholics are
18% of the population and

their position is close to that

of the Serbs, for they want a
loose Confederation in Bosnia.
On January 2 last, Mr. Cyrus
Vance representing the UN
and Lord Owen representing
the European Community, pre-
scniled a peace proposal in

The overall trend have been
slatic or varfable for aus and
aman harvests but rapidly in-
creasing boro culuvalion” due
to spread of frrigation (by 1.8
million acres during 1980s) as
well as substitution of local va-
riety by high yiclding ones. At
the same time, if we look at
wheat, its output from the all-
time high of onc and a half
million tons during mid 1980s
declined to less than o million
ton al present. This s because
with {rrigation available, farm
ers swilched over to boro,
Aflter all, rice is the preferred
cercal

LBoro has been the mainsiay

of inercasine lood grdn jree

we have to secure more than
fivee million 1ons increase in
boro outputl sinec further fall
In arca under broade.cl aman
Is inevitable while whe it would
lend to revert fisell 11 a minor
cereal. Above all. imigation
must expand by 700,000 acres
cach year against an average
annual expansion rate of
225,000 acres during 1980s,

Damaging Impact

The damaging impact would
be virtual ¢limimation of vari-
cties of rabi c1ops, oflseeds
and pulses (1 particular. The
whole scomirio tends to be ult-
terly ridievlons Most impor-
Lanl. irrcoteoy el e ox

— 5 - s

duction «at 1he cost of broad-

casl amain which being low

yiclding, is an idcal substitu
tion but wheal also declined
when irrigation water had
been in abundance for paddy

culture. This has become the

cstablished pattern of change
but we can never achieve high
growth "agriculture through
cxpansion of boro cultivation
alone.

In the year 2000, Bangla
desh population of 145 million
(World Bank estimates) should

consumc 23 million tons of

foodgrains. If domestic output
plus import of wheat alonc is
maintained at two million tons,
then rice production by the
year 2000 should increasc by
live million tons from the
estimated level of 18 million
tons of 1993. In the past, the
entire incremental output
canw from boro. It teok the
decade of 1980s to increase
boro oulput by 3.4 miliorn
tons. in less time, 0 lact
within the next seven years,

panded at the desired scale
and without abundance of wa-
ter through irrigation. boro
rice can never grow.

The impossibility of the sit-
uation is best {llustrated by an
cpisode on Nikita Krushchev of
the former Soviet Unton: In
response o Kruschev's exhor-
tations o drow morce food. o
clever Russian farmer replied,
‘Next time we will grow so
much potate that if you pul gne
on top of the other, the
column would feach he God".

Communist Kruschev quickly -

responded; "But there is no
God”. The farmer immediately
snapped back, "There 18 no
potato cither.”

The plain and simple truth
is — we must change our strut-
cgy. The exisling practice of
boro-led agriculture has its in-
herent Itmitations. We must
focus atientton on still the
imajor riee scasons of aman [ol-
lowed by aus. During 1976-77,
over 22 million acres of total

by Arshad-uz Zaman

Gencva. The two main points
ol the plan were a confederal
structure of Bosnia-
lierzcgovina comprising ten
provinces along ethnic lines —
three with Serbian preponder-
ance, three Muslim and three
Croats and a demilitarized
capital — Sarajevo. The Croats
immediately accepted and nat-
urally the Muslims and even
the Serbs rejected. The plan is
now before the Security
Counetl in New York. This
plan, prepared by Vance-
Owen, has been waiting for the
new American administration’s
moral and material support. By
appointing Mr. Bartholomew as
his special representative,
President Clinton has signalled
that he is getting ready 1o
move in the matter. It is note-
worthy that Mr. Bartholomew
has made Moscow his [irst
point of contact in search of a
solution.

The 3Dosnian crisis has
vividly demonstrated the inad-

equacics of the EC as a politi-
cal instrument. It must of
course be stated that EC is yet
to have a political structure
and its hands are more than
full with fnter EC problems
particularly in the currency
ficld. The fallout of Maestricht
is far from over. Russian posi-
tion on the Bosnian crisis has
been ambivalent, to say the
least. Russia has traditionally

warm relations with the Serbs. |

Any stifféning of the Security
Council resolution, which the
Serbs routinely violate, will
need Russian approval. [t is
the US alone who can speak to

them and hence the visit of Mr

Bartholomew,

Alter the last Gull war, -

which traumatised the entire
Islamic world, it is Bosnia,
which remains the single
sirongest preoccupation of
Muslims round the worid. In
Turkey, where there are nearly
as many BDosnjans as there are
in Bosnia, emotions run high.

cro land were under aus

cand aman; within the next 12

ycars, that is by 1988/87, such
lunds declined by three million
acrcs, At the same time boro
arca increcased by 3.8 million
acres — Lhus causing an overall
increase of paddy d. What
happened {s that not only
broadcast aman lands were
dispensed with, lale varieties
of boro also replaced aus. Thus
additional output from boro
paddy have to effect an overall
increase in cereal production
aflcr compensating for the loss
of the main scason rice crops.

Our experts at BIRRI are
fully aware of these trends.
They also know that 8.5 mil-
hon acres of paddy land are
potentially suitable for double
cropping of HYV aus followed
by HYV aman largely under
rainfed conditions. At the aver-

age yield of two tons of paddy

. lper crop) per acre, 70 per

cent rice recovery against the
usual two-third of paddy be-
cnuse of improved milling; and
scven per cent instead of 10
per cenl loss on account of
sced, feed and wastage

through better storage and

olher post-harvest practices,
an output of 22 million tons of
clean, high quality rice can be
oblained from only 40 per cent
ol the nct cultivated land of 2
million acres estimated to be
avaflable by the year 2000. We
cslimated our food consump-
tion requirement to be 23.0
millon tons, we can achieve
the ceréal (not food) sell-sufli-
ciency along with a small sur-
plus to carry over, with lvss
than halfl the crop kind under
paddy tloday, assuming whoat
consumplion remains at two
million Lons.

Bumper Harvest

The entire boro output
would then be a real bumper
harvest. Instead, we should try

to divert land through price

The Turkish Government and
the media have continued a re-
Icntless campaign for military
action to bring Serbian atroci-
ties to an end. The OIC Foreign
Mimsters have met in emer-
Scssion in Jeddah and
ave called upon the interna-
tional community to act.
Prestdent Bush, who focussed
entircly on Saddam lusscin
and later on Somalia, siayed
from any concrete action in
Bosnia. Even the No Fly Zone
resolutions of the Sccurity
Council remained dead leticrs
and the UN relief convoys car-
rying essential food and
medicine rcmained bogged
down on the snowy former
Yugoslav mountains.

The young US President,
whose clcction pledge was on
the home front, finds himsell
before hard choices on the In-
ternational front. From the
manner he has moved (t is evi-
dent that caution is the
wialchword. [t appears that
I’resident Clinton would wish
to tighten the noose around

Churches Preach Family Planning

Giff Johnson writes from Majuro
gmniw promotion of contraceptive use has

duccd 895 babtes in the na-
Liot s capital. A national census
in 1988 conflirmed that the
Marshalls had a phenomenal
4.24 per cent annual growth
ratc, one of the world's high-
csl. Roecent figures suggest that
may be changing.

"It shows that more people
are using lamily planning,” says
Marita Edwin, the assistant di-
rector ol the government's
IMviston of Population and
Family PMlanning. "We're espe-
cially seeing more young peo-
pl in the 20-10-24 group
connng in to the clinie for ser-
viees,

Yet [amily planning is a
relatively new concept to this
staunchly conservative Chris.
tlan country Until 1984, there
was no  family planning
programme at all And when it
was launched, with World
Heaolth Organisation, nited
Nations Mopulation Fund and
United Statles federal assis
lance, Lne programme al
tracted barely a handful of
clients

To gain public support for
family planning. the pro
gramme started a high prolilke
peer education project to focus

Hence it is felt thal quota of
each district should be [ixed
not on the basis of population
but on the basis of applications
recetved so that ratio ol selec
tion is roughly the same for
each district. Would the Hafjj

Ministry ponded over this?
Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Zantorurent.

Migratory birds

Sir. Migratory birds, unlcss
they are endangered species
are allowed to be hunted, ev-
erywhere. But in Bangladesh,
out of emotional frenzy, some
pcople ltke bird lovers and
bird watchers call them guest
birds ‘Atithi Pakhf. Although
caiching or hunting local birds
except for few months of mat

comm backi
Catholic ch .l:i’:y“ in t:‘.u!

the tant and
arshall Islands, until

rrﬂu‘lg with one of the world's fastest growing

on youth, the vast majority of
the population. The Youth to
Youlh in licalth programme
employs skits, songs, puppet
shows and audio visuals about
sexually transmitied discascs,
[amily planning alcohol abuse
and a wide range of health
CONCCTNS.

The impact on the commu-
nity, say hecalth oflicials, has
been dramatic. Within a yoear of
the launching of the peer edu-
catton programme (n (986,
conlraceplive usce began lo
Liake ol A recent report by the
Asian Development Bank ob-
served that family planning use
had doubled during the [irst
ycars ol the 19908 Family
planning now has more than
3,000 contraceplive users an
rrusally

As the population bur-
goncd in Lthe 19808, the cascs
of malinuirition sky rockcted —

ing scason is not ibited,
Ershad Govt, under the influ-
ence of so-called bird lovers,
passcd orders prohibiting
catching or selling of these
migratory birds. These migra
lory birds come In huge num-
bers at the advent ol winter
and stay here for about six
months during which period
they devour huge quantity of

small fishes, shell-fish ctc and
ripe crops causing great loss to
our country. Due to their de-
vouring spree our local birds
are deprived of their food.

BTV now showed an adver
tisement drama claiming that
these migratory birds help us
much by devouring insects and
spiders. Even if 1 devour
some insects and spiders, they
do us harm as spiders and

in a country with no shortage
of island foods. Rapid change
from a subsistence life 10 over-
crowded urban centres has
spawned scrious family prob-
lems, prompting church lcad-
ers lo spcak oul in support of
lamily planning.

Even the Catholic church
has shown support for family
planning. "Having unlimited
children for the sake of having
children is not blessed,” said
Fr James Gould, S J, Lthe vicar
of the Catholic church in the
Marshalls. "Familics should usc
appropriate family planning to
achicve their goals. A married
man and woman have within
them the means to acl re-
sponsibly. They can space and
have a certain number of chil-
dren,”

Pregnancies among teena-
gers have accounted for one-
in-six babies born Iin the

many species of Insects are
very helpful for our crops be-
cause they devour many in-
sects harmful te the crops.
The entire episode s full of
falsehood. The two birds
shown as symbel of 'Atithi
Pakhi are actually local 'kaim’
birds found n north Bengal
and also in Mymensingh and
Sy lhet

As there ia no restriction o
use these migratory birds as
table birds in Stberia, then why
this senseless law in our coun-
try to prohibit their catching
specially when there 18 no

rohibition on catching of our
al birds exceptl in the mat-
ing season? As these migratory
birds are not endangercd
species, do a ot of harm o our
poor fishermen and peasants

Marshalls. "Why do we have so
much teecnage prednancy?
Bocause thoey are eft alone. We
nued 1o st and talk on sexual-
iy issues facing young peoplc
It I8 cvery important to do be
cause pcople ook up 1o pas
tors, says ey Enja Enos, the
president of the national coun
cil of churches

The traditional family sys
tem s being blown away by
children having children, 1l
young people are nol taught 1o
be human betngs by their par

. ents then you will have gangs

and inecrcasing violence be-
cause they arc nol loved and
carcd flor by their parcnts,
sitys Father Gould.

The church concern, com:
bined with active' outreach

promotion in the communily,
is having ils impact,
Teople are beginning to

realise how high the cost ol
Hving is,” says Mr Edwin, as a
primary motivation for using
conlraceptives lo  prevoend
pregnancics. [Depo-provera, o
contraceptive that is injectoed
and provenis pregnancy lor
three months, is now the most

popular method for women in
Hnj‘um. she =1V

Individualism

Sir, According Lo the theory
of Individuallam, man s enti
thed 10 exercise his all rights
irrespective ol race, colour and

while
deotled bran cake would be
excellent pouliry feed. This

sufliciently large

wide' vty o¢ Tt Soap s
o pos-
stble only during the dry sca-
son, while the rainy months
are carmarked for rice cultiva-
ton since it is the only feasible
alternative apart from juie
during that period on the
flood plains of our river deltas.

In addition, modern rice pro-

cessing would also enable cx-

traction of edible rice bran ol
to the extent of 400,000 tons
two million tons of

might be the beginning of the
modern poultry industry on a
scale, com-
petitive enough to force out
the smuggled eggs from India.

Expansion of high yielding
rice cultivation during the
rainy season have been tried In
the past without much success.
Hence the emphasis has con-
tinued to remain as before —
increase irrigated boro paddy
acreage. But this must end
since the real bu harvest

on a sustainable must
originate from a diversified
cropping system. We are re-
gressively going backward
through mono-culture of rice
and rice alone. The alternative
stralegy suggesied for this
purpose is twolold: first, con-
centrate at the upstream end
of the production cycle
through adequate supplics of
sceds, fertilizer and extension
scrvices; second, promote
modern large scale processing
including by-product utiliza-
tion so that maximum wvalue
added could be secured at the
downsiream end of the pro-
duction cycle.

The illuston of a bumper
harvest is now at our door-
stcp. Government is worried.
Farmgate prices have crashed.
Our present modern milling
and storage capacities are
grossly inadequate Lo deal with
it: we have promoted paddy
cultivation but not rice pro
ccssing — that is the source ol
the New Year fillusion of a
bumper harvest.

— No Light in Sight at the End of the Tunnel

President Milosevic, who has
made a mockery of the
Sccurity Council resolutions
The air power is a distincl
possibility. War crimes trials
are another possibility that

President Clinton s adminisira-
tion is Lalking about loudcr and

louder. The brutality of the
Scrbs are ammunition enough
for such a course to be [0l

lowed
The Vance-Owen plan

which is at present before the
Sccurily Council, unfortunaic v
allows Mr. Milosevic get awuy
with his {ll gotlen gains The

reaciion 13 the Islamic wurld
is onc of dismay The Chnton

initiative holds out the hope
thal justice may yct be done 1o
the principal aggricoved party —

the Mip.'.hnw. llosnia 18 a lest
casc, lor Kosovo, wilth fis 9%

Albanian population, is next
should be remembered thal
the Serbs consider Kosavo
their cradle and Mr. Milosevi
made his political carecs
thore

The question finally is: who
will bell the Serbian cat?

In addition Lo '-'h"l.tjurn 1s
land. contraceptive use s b
creasing on the many oo
and sparscly populated oun
islandy sinee health assiston i«
wiore traned 1o provade Loy
planntng counscling and s
pense new miclhods ol conirn
ception.  Because Norplao
Depo-provera and pills are now
avatlable on these ouler s
lands, more wormon are asiisg
fanitly  planninge. Ms Edaw
sTys.

Recently, Forvign Minisiy
Tom Kijiner noted tha 1k
Marshalls was the only M
country that was promuoiing
the ‘wontraceptive tmplan
Norplint on a nationwide basis

oy Enos H1ys the chumhos
are potting involved
planning is nol only the go
cernmenl s concern, he
“Its the church s, o, becniis
there are many people tn (w
churmh with larpe lamilics b
who cannotl support them

Foaartiifs

Sl s

Aler parties at the unmit
Church of Chrst in Majn
Rev KEnos Sys he olten 1ids
peopiv coming by 1o colhc
the leflover food for thetr Tami
live “"H therc Is no parly

whure are the kids going to
cat?’
Nepthrnews Asia

rehigion. State has litth
e intcrfere with his P reonal
bushwsa

rghi

3ul what docs 11 mean by
individualtsm as prevailed 10
our socio-palitical system?
Here people setl a’'car ablare in
the name of hartal. Il law en
foreing agencies resist them
from such anti soctal acts. they
make 1t a new issuc, calling 1t
an infringement of thetr poit

R Tieh!

" | luuiﬂuh e st the peo
Miwal beoochors sl o exerciss
such night o the name of in
dividualism which s actually
contrary 1o the purport of 1n
dividuahlisim

Aad Kanwl | los sain
Peptt of Law, TR]



