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Women's Role in Language
Movement Neglected

by Rahat Fahmida .
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Wary are fought by brave men. Movements
are carried on conscious young students.
And their memories are over the

. But what about the women, who also
play an important and significant role in these
movements.

In the movement, when the social
attitudes and norms were much more
conservative, women took a big stand. It was a
ttme when university students in the -same
class of the o ite sex could not talk to one
another without the permission of the proctor.
The country has lost many of these activists
and hundreds have gone trackless.

Sufia Ahmed, 60, is one of the very few
women around, who were directly involved in

movement. Now a professor with

nt of Islamic History and Culture
Dhaka University looks down her
lane.
was daughter of Justice Ibrahim, who
was then a ju at the High Court. Her
awareness and love for her mother tongue was
nurtured from her house. And her father took
r care 1o enrich her ge of Bengali,
jor which there was a derth because of her
Convent education. .

In 19562, a girl of 19, Sufia Ahmed
had her first year at Dhaka . She was
well acquainted with the student leaders and
was invelved In the movement from the
beginning. The All Party Commitiee for State
Language called for a hartal on February 21.
Anticipating the es, the govern-
ment proclaimed Section 144 from February
20. .

Ahmed went into details, "we metl, as
earlier as on at the famous ‘aamtala’.
Dhaka U was then at, where you now
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famous and movements. And on that
21, students gatheréed in hundreds
and thousands. In order to make our

mﬂﬂt successful, we even did picketing
f on.
“We went in groups to different schools and

colleges - to mobilise the ;ldudrnll. And
certainly did get unpreceden responsc.
“First we whether we would break

Section 144. And with advoonte Gariul ::l:j“
the president of our committec we dec 1o
defy this.

*from ‘aamtala’ we could see Lhe police
officials patrolling that area. This was to put
off the students from any chaos. We could
sense, there would be some problem as soon as
we go out on the streets in groups. Bul we did
mot suspect that they would lathi-charge, or
shell tear-gas, let alone shoot at the students.
This was just our tmagination
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Sufia Ahmed
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going out in groups of five — because more
than four in a group was punishable. The
Asscmbly was our destination. We waniled to
place our complaint against demeaning our
mother tongue. We demanded equal status of
Bengali alongside Urdu.
*“The mén decided to send us {the women’'s
ﬁmup&} first, sensing, the police fu (v might
cep their cool in that manner. We w. nl pear
the gate where among others, we saw many of
our batch mates, like — Obaidullah Kl.an, Azizul

“Jalil.. A group who were already out could be

|

seen fo be lathi- charged. We went ( ul with a
wrong nolion ol not being attacked. u.d in the
process other groups would follow. But as soon
as we crossed the police barrier, they lathi
charged us. It got my feet wounded, but worse
than that, Raushanara Bachchu badly hurt her
back and could hardly walk. She is now a
principal of a school. We went along anyway.
The others in our group were — Dr. Shafia
Khatun, who was the first woman member of
Public Service Commission and was also once
the” miintStef of ‘wonfen's ‘affirs. Shamsun
Nahar, daughter of the then was with
us 100, in her ‘burkha’, defying all her bindings
at home.
of the other girl from Eden College, who was
also in our group.”

Sufia Ahmed in her articulate and
descriptive manner, said, the police shelled
teargas on them when men were stoning the
police from roof tops. All this did not stop the
other student groups to cross the barricade.
Many of these students were picked up by
police trucks and dro off in the suburbs.
The situation slowly turned from worse to
worst.

She explained, “our group struggled on and
we somchow entered the provost's compound
of Salimullah Hall. But not through the front
gate. Tearing our sarees and bruising our legs,
we somchow climbed over the bu wire
fence. We washed our eyes which was
otherwise blurred by the smoke of tear gas.
We stayed in that compound for sometime
without any help from those inside the house,
as most ol us were gquite injured o go any
further. | am not blaming anyone. The provest
and his family might have moved out earlier.
At dusk we went in search of some first aid at
the medical college. And later returned home
to the the rellel of our parents, who were
panicked by the unprecedented incident in
the city ”

What bothers Sufla Ahmed now 1s the lack
of proper documentation of these detatls of our

history. The movement and contributions
made women are soon shelved and
forgotten. There is a slight hope of nurturing

these facts for the future generation only by

“We decided on breaking Section 144 by putling it in black and white

ey .

| Dhaka-Tokyo
‘ ties very
deep: Kamal

The growing interactions
between and Japan
n diflerent ficlds were ade-
quately reflected here in a
function marking the 19th an-

nual Bangladesh Japan cultural
evening, reports BSS.

The occasion was a cultural
ficsta participated by the na-
tlonals of two countries while
the function also served as a
prize giving ceremony for the
Ikebana contest

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhu Kamal
Ibne Yusufl was the guest
on the oocaston at the National
Museum auditerium while
Japanese Ambassador in
Bangladesh Toshio Saiki gave

the to the winners
of llee ( flower making

| competition).
'ﬁr magnitude of Dhaka-

thhyn ties is very deep, rang-

ing from economic coopera-
tion to proximity in the cul
tural ties,” the Health
Mintster said.

He recalled Japan's associa-
tion with ‘s devel-
opmeni efforts and said it was
the single largest donor nation
for this country.

The Minister said man
other form of cooperation

in varied ficlds
brought the two Aslan nations
stifi closer.
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| don't exactly remember the name.

Biswas, Khaleda
greet President
of Lithuania

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday felicitated
Algirdas Brazauskas on his
election as President of the

Republic of Lithuania, reports
BSS,

“"We sincerely hope that the
existing cordjal bilateral rela-
tions and close cooperation
would be further strengthened
under your dynamic leadership
in the coming days to the mu-
tual benefit of our two govern-
ment and peoples,” he said in
a message,

Another report adds: Prime
Minister m Khaleda Zia
yesterday felicitated Algirdas
DBrazauskas on his election as
the President of the Republic
ol Lithuania.

The Prime Minister in a
message wished President
Brazauskas every success in of-
fice and hope that the existing
cordial relations "between our
two friendly countries will be
further strengthened to the
mutual benefit” of the two

peoples.
Office timing
during Ramadan

Office timing for all gov-
ernment offices during the
month of Ramadan has been
announced, reports UNB.

According to new time
schedule for the Secrctariate
offices in Dhaka (Ministry/
Division) and offices attached
with the secrelariate,
corporations and other at-
Lac offices and for au-
tonomous bodies will be from
9 am to 3 pm. There will be a
15 minuties break from 1.15
pm to 1.30 for Johr prayers. -

For divisional oflices in and
outside Dhaka and for district,
thana and other mufassil of-
fices and courts, office hours
will be fram 10 am to 4 pm
with the 15 minutes break for
Johr prayer, said a handout
yesterday. :

Banks, post offices, tele-
phone, railway, hospitals, na-
tionalised industries, industrial
units and other organisations,
however, will follow office-
time as per their own regula-
tions cvonsidering public inter-

est.

Visual Health
Images show
begins Feb 25

A nine-day exhibition of
Visual Health Imimges will be
held at the auditorium of the
Dhaka Centre of British
Council beginning February 25,

reports BSS,

On at the exhibition
will be a collection of visual
works of 'Health Images' a
special design and training or-
ganisation of Britain as well as
such works being done at an
on-going training work for
[kl#!lhl designers mng
in health and population sec-
tor, a British Council press re-
lcase said.

It said that the exhibition

will remain open to public
from 10 am to 6 pm each day

cxcept Friday.
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Morning Session
900 Opening anmouncement
A-Quaran
210 | programme: Aar
Faigun
@ 40 Documentary on Ekushey
55 Songs on

1040 FEkushey Book Falr
11:08 Drama Set Ek Manus

Metropolitan

~uddin Khan and high

at

L

An anti-drug procession by the juvenile in the

city yesterday.

ECNEC okays project

worth Taka 122 crore

The Executive Committee
of National Economic Council
(ECNEC) yesterday approved
the Dhaka-Sylhet-Tamabeel-
Jafllong highway reconstruction
project at an estimated cost of
Taka 122 crore including a lo-
cal currency component of
Taka 82 crore. The projected
expenditure is, however, likely
to be revised and may exceed
Taka 250 crore, reports BSS.

The ECNEC meeting held at
the h Secretariat was
chatred by Finance Minister M
.Saifur Rahman and attended by
Planning Minister A M Zahir-
officials
of various ministries, divisions
and departments.

The meeting also approved
a number of minor projects
pertaining to water develop-
ment and flood control, roads
and highways, fisheries and
livestock, youth and sports, lo-
cal government and rural de-
vclopment and telecommuni-
cation sectors.

The meeting took some
important decisions for st-
rengthening the implemen-
tation, monitoring and evalua-
tion division and also a
some recommendations for
rehabilitation project of Dinaj-
pur-Thakurgaon-Panchagarh
highway.

Speaking on the occasion
the Finance Minister said the
Dhaka-Jaflong Highway Pro-
ject is nearly as important as
the Dhaka-Chit route in
terms of economic utility and
has to be taken up in right
carnest from the next fiscal
year. The Asian Deve nt
Bank along with Japan is likely
to finance the

The meeting reviewed
the difficulties currently being
faced in formulation and im-
plemeniation of variolis devel-
opment project, It took some
decisions to reduce the exist-
ing bottlenecks in project im-
plementation and aid utiliza-
tion.

Evening Session
500 Opening announcement
ACQuaran
Programme summary
> 10 News in
525 Programme for children |
620 Poetry recttal me
6:55 Songs on
800  News in Bangla
830 Druma: Gharer Chalbs
10000  News in Enghsh |
10-30 mhl programme on
11:30 Khabar/The News
1145 Closing
]

No change in night temperature

Folklore deptt
In universities

suggested
By Staff Correspondent

Speakers al a discussion
mecting at the Bangla Academy
Saturday said there was no al-
ternative to practising folklore
in finding out the portrait of
the country’'s culture and root
of the race.

Bangla Academy organised
the “discussién meeting on
"Folklore Practice In Bang-
ladesh™ Saturday afternoon as
part of its month-long Ekushey
programme.

The meeting presided over
by Principal Ahmed was
addressed, among others, by
Profl Abdul Hafiz, Shamsuz-
raman Khan, Dr. Shah Jalal,
Habibur Rahman and Prof Niaz
Zaman. Prol Abul Ahsan
Chowdhury presented the

€ paper.

Prof Chowdhury in his
keynote paper stressed the
need for setting up a national
folklore institute and opening
folklore departments in the
universities to boost folklore
research and practice.

He also suggested that
workshops on folklore at na-
tional and regional levecls
should be organised by the
government to make the peo-
ple aware of the country's own
tradition and culture.

Principal Ahmed also
siressed the need for collect-
ing and the folklore

resources of the country by us-
ing scientific methods.

The meeting was followed
by 'Kobigan' (Bardsong) on
"Democracy versus Autocracy”™.
Swarupendru Sarker and his
team locked in bardsong with
Rabindranath Roy and his
team.

Today's programme of
Bangla Academy: Discussion on
“Practice of Democracy in
Bangladesh: Its {institutionali-

sation.” Vice-Chancellor of
Dhaka University Prof
Ema in Ahmed will preside

over the function while Prof
Syed Anwar Hossain will pre-
seni the keynote paper.
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By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty
wind is likely to eccur at a few places over Dhaka, Chittagong
and Barisal divisions and at one or two places over Khulna di-

vistion and the

regions of Pabna and Bogra. Weather will re-

main mainly dry elsewhere over the country during the next

24 hours

6 am today {Sunday).

The Met office forecasts, night temperature will remain

The mintmum tem
Celsius was re
(Saturd
from Satkhira.

ture t';?ﬂt country of 14.6 degree
ported from Rajshahi and Rangpur yesterday
] and the maximum of 34,1 degree was reported

The sun sects today (Sunday) at 5.57 pm and rises tomor-
row (Monday) at 6.27 am. The maximum and the minimum
temperature and humidity of some of the major cities and
towns of the country yesterday were :

Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
Degree Celstus percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
[ sk 26 4 17.86 KK 6R
Chat 22.0 17.8 100 B5
Wm j 208 14.6 52 30
Khulna 28.8 18.0 RO -
Cox's Bazar 26.7 216 RO 90
Har sl 28 8 18.86 83 74
Sy lthet 25.2 \ 7.7 L 68
Danajpur 28.4 I5.8 L 32

b

Army Chief e
reviews artillery
reunion parade

CHITTAGONG, Feb 20 : A
ceremonial parade marking
the second Artillery Re-union
was held at the Shaheed Major
Nazmul Haque Artillery Centre
and School yesterday, says a

press relcase. |

Chiefl of Army Staff Lt
General Muham Noor
Uddin Khan re « the
smartly turned-out ‘and
took salute at the ¥mpressive
march-past.

In his briel speech on the
occasion, General Noor Uddin
said that the members of the
Regiment of Artillery along
with other soldiers belonging
to different arms and services

of the Bangladesh Army earned

the confidence of the nation by -

discharging their sacred duty
of saleguarding the indepen-
dence, sovereignty and in-
tegrity of the country relent-
legsly. They also proved their
efliciency in anti-insurgency
operations at the Chittagong
Hill Tracts, he said.

General Noor Uddin paid
glowing tributes to those mar-
tyred during the War of
Liberation in 1971. He said
that the Regiment of Artillery.
born during the days of the
War ol Liberation, stood itsell
on a solid footing in the army
through concerted efforts, re-
lentless work, devotion to duty
and undaunted spirit of all its
members,

Birth anniversary
of Sri Ramakrishna

The 158th birth anniversary
of Sri Ramakrishna will be ob-
served at Ramakrishna Math

and Mission, Dhaka. from
February 22 to 26, says a press
release.

The annual function of
Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya
will be held tomorrow with
Swami Aksharananda in the
chair. Sadeq Hossain, State
Minister for Youth and Sports,
will be as chiel L.

The Dbirthday of Sri
Ramakrishna will be observed
on February 33 with special

F;:.duuﬂmﬂwm

the scriptures beginning
from 5 am.
‘Sl

A discussion on
Ramakrishna and Novelty in
Religious Consclousness’ will

be held at 5 pm on that day
presided over Justice
Debesh Chandra

Bhattacharya
Professor Emajuddin Ahmed,
Vice -Chaneelloar of Dhaka*
University, will be present as
chiel guest.
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Nepalese
embassy
hosts reception

The Royal Nepalese
Embassy in hosted a re-
ception on Thursday to cele-
brate the 43rd National

Democracy of Nepal, -
port BSS, e -

Friendshi hlocmutlnn to-
r the mem-
of the personnel of the

of songs and

se students

h were
present. The Charge d' Aflaires
of the Embassy welcomed the
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