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Dhaka, Saturday, February 20, 1993

'Dhaka's Drainage System

An ambitious dnmlf ect costing as much
as Tk 159 crore for D lmctrn lis lakcngbév
the government in 1992 for completion in 1996,
mm to local [gu::mment. Rural Develop-
ment Co-operatives Minister Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukder, is progressing well. Alread
works of Tk 68 45 crore have been completed.

The t, part of greater Dhaka flood control
and scheme, looks set to eflectively deal
with a perennial problem the citizens ol this
metropolis have been encountering. Such a

comprehensive project to solve the drainage
prolsem int cﬁ ﬁf

y was long over due. With t
wity expand in an unplanned manner, there is
perhaps no

ernative to a dr e and sewerage
system that can match the pressure of a more
w Dhaka in time to come.

We be . the planners have not neglected
this aspect of future requirement. Until now
Dhaka, s dkl;(lgalm;fﬂld r]:;ns of it, had a worst

em its refuse and garbages. The
?::: that the drainage system has been coupled
with the flood control scheme certainly augurs
well for the Dhaka ple. Unplanned construc-
tion and filling up of the low lands have been re-
ble for much of today's water-logging and
unsafe disposal of drain water. The problem has
been created® not only by ‘individual people but
also by private and government agencies. A city's
arbitrary and indiscreet growth can never be
htlpfulrfnr bringing its physical facilities in or-
der. But this has exactly happened here.

Even in the past there were canals crisscross-
ing the city and would help dispose the drain
water. Then, of course, there were many ponds
dotting this metropolis that helped conserve the
rain and flood water for the lean season and also
lessen the pressure of excess water in the mon-
soon. Gone are those days when the Dholai Khal
alone served the entire old part and some of the
new areas of Dhaka. This project e es to re-
excavate as many as 21 canals measuring 78
kilometre. This sounds most appropriate for the
P . One thing, however, needs tqQ be taken
into consideration: the city is stretch to the
north and the canals in this part of the city can-
not be effective unless they are connected with
the river in the .west or north. There are also
some pockets stretching from Agargaon Taltola to
[brahimpur to Farts of Cantonment, the problems
of which have to be solved locally, An earlier plan
to create a lake at the old air port and connect it
with an integrated canal system seems to have
been shelved, for the lake has been duF artially
and the canal has never seen the light o dgy.

Apart from such local cases what we are really
interested in is a guideline for future construc-
tion. There were several natural water disposal
systems. But all those have been obstructed by
real estate businessmen who have bought lands
and filled them up for sale. No supervision and
monitoring system could be developed so far to
bring a halt to such practices. This is however too
much to expect specially when the city planners
have not a comprehensive picture in their minds
of the city of future. Not only the drainage system
could be less costly, but blind alleys and narrow
lanes unfit for driving ambulances and fire
brigades could be avoided if such a plan could be
drawn before construction of residential houses
and other facilities. In the areas the city is now
expanding, such a plan can still be chalked out
for implementation. Anybody can see that this is a,
prerequisite for developing a sound drainage sys-
tem for the city.

Wanted More Books on
National Heroes

Thursday's topic for the Ekushey lecture series
at the Eargla Academy was biography and autobi-
ography. Speakers made the most of the subject
by hitting hard at the paucity of this genre of
writing in the recent times and underlined both
the social need for them as also how best they
should be written.

+ It s a shame that we do not have a nonpartisan
and tolerably perspicactous biography of either
Moulana Bhashani or Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujtbur Rahman — a need pointed out by one of
the speakers at the Academy discussion. So do we
haven't practically any bioéraphy or books of ap-
preciation and evaluation of any of our myriad na-
tional heroes — in war and the arts, in the sci-
ences and in discharge of social commitments.
There is one good reason to account for this dis-
quieting absence. There are only a handful of
writers here who can do justice to a life better
than average, not to speak of the truly great ones.
This is something we cannot have quick and cut

dried answer for. A successful biography must
combine insight into the subject’s life as well as
laborious research on it — the latter not being a
forte of Bangladesh writers. And God save us from
the labours of the academic researchers who
write drearily enough to discourage all people in-
terested in pouring over the details of the life of
their dear hero.

In the subcontinental tradition, national heroes
do not write autoblographies — Gandhi, Azad etc.
are only glorious exceptions. Our heroes have
been mostly of the self-effacing type. They did
what made heroes of themmn — and stopped there
short of aspiring to literary pretensions. But take
Rabindranath and Binodini Dasi — although differ-
ing so much in the fields of their achievement,
are two of the best autobiographers telling the
tale without imposing their selves and personali-
ties on the readers but instead leading them by a
loving hand into their times, their challenges and
their successes and failures. Tagore's Jibon-
Smriti could be a necessary reading for intelli-
gent people all over the world.

We are not lucky in the goat-llbcrauun period
about autobiographies of whatever merit. A ve
notable teacher who is a prolific writer as well,
has demanded that the Bangla Academy publish
all 150 books of biography and autobiography

blished in the last 150 years. We are all for it.

n fact we cannot overstate our support for this
demand which, when accepted andp?:luly acted

would yield more dividends than we can

emoirs and reminiscences by leading work-
ers in very many flelds — from education to bu-
lo;la;gfﬁ:nd litics — are able relatives
and can prove both eminent
readable and capitally uscPui in relhring timcb;
m:.which is so essential for the making of a na-
These are but in trickles. A torrent
these, specially from those involved in the
Liberation War would enrich the nation spiritu-
ally and in so many other ways.

DOKING back on the
by-election, |

there are several
lessona for us to learn. First,
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done here, ecither when we

of Pakistan, or
after we became Bangladesh —
a good 21 years and a number
of elections ago. And then, let
us neither forget, nor under-
estimate the importance of the
fact that the recount call was
against the ruling :n:y'l vic-
tory. Imagine, if t

A pposition victory,
and the Election Commission
asking for a recount. Forget
how the ition would have
behaved, we in the media our-

selves would hnv:{ been
plagued by all sorts ol suspi-
cion and would have been ex-
tremely sceptical. No, the re-
count ecall, In opinion,
speaks volumes for the inde-
wm and integrity of the

tion Commission, and of
the determination of this
statutory body to do an authen-

tie E.I;

reason | feel obliged to
underseore this particular
point is because It is 80 prece-
dent lﬂtm With the mun&
move — having ite
in a manner which observed all
the ngrms and was transparent
to a fauit — the EC has
achieved two major gains in
institutionalizing democracy.
First, the EC which was statu-
tortly independent, has ap-

in the public eye, to
have functioned Indepen-
dently. This is of extreme im-
portance. In democracy, the
fact, and the public demon-
stration of that fact, are both

equally important. And this,
against a popularly elected
government, led by a leader
whose coming lo power two
years ago was phenomenal and
chartsmatic. Second, the EC by
having the recounting ol votes,
has sent a clear message 1o all
political parties, especially the
BNP and the AL. Meddling
with the election process will
get them anywhere, and the
EC can not only call for a re-
count, but, if sufficient reasons
exist, can also ask for re-
polling.

The ruling party, by accept-
ing the EC's decision, and

abiding by it, has also set a
laudable precedent which will
be binding on all future ruling
parties — meaning no ruling

of the future can criticize

the if the latter asks for re-
cou or for re-po The
Mirpur by-clection may have
BNP its seat back, but
finitely it has given us a far
more powerful Election
Commission. The very image of
EC's independence, which has
eme larger than it ever
was before, has taken us a few
steps towards institutionalizing
demoaracy. Another, not so
obvious gain from the EC
move, is a clear indication as
to what we the people should
do o lll!l':ﬂhﬂﬂ democracy.
We should everything pos-

- Lessons from Mirpur

ous members of the ruling
:ny- ln-hidtntmrrcut}u
ader, they manipulated the
media to create a premature
impression of fali accompll
This backfired and they proved
a bit too clever for their own
good, shame and dis-
grace to the BNP.

Here Hes the second lesson.
Do not make by-elections ap
pear to be bigger than they
really are. Too much impor-
tance was altached to the
Mirpur by-election which led
to tremendous pressure being
put on party henchmen, who
felt compelled either te cut

The

Thirg View

by Mahfuz Anam

sible to make our EC as inde-
pendent, and as powerful as is
possible. The stronger our
Election Commission, the bet-
ter will be our chance for fair
clections in the future.

So, | , the system
works - if it is allowed to
work. Yes there was tremen-
dous rivalry between the two
major contestants, And the
parties that backed them.
There was also a widespread
fear of open violence. Yet the

phase of the Mirpur
by -e n ofl with
only limited show of force —
much, less than feared.

polling was — as described by
the editor ol The Weekly
Holiday —"smooth as silk™. This
happened, because the major
parties allowed the system —
laid-down by the EC — to work.
it would have worked till the

mrh up too much

corncrs or to use administra-
tive or physical power 1o In-
fluenee the outcome. 'Sky
would not have fallen’ i the
BNP had lost at Mirpur. Ruling
parties, in every democracy,
almost regularly lose a few by-
elections during their term in
office. If BNP had lost, it would
perhaps have had the salutary
effect of nudging the ruling
party into realising that fiis
days of speech ng. and
proclaiming its laudable inten-
lions have long been over. That
what matters now Is how it Is

governing the country, how it
is implementing the policies it

has already proclaimed.
Too much was made to ap-
lo be at stake, which
on
the party machinery to deliver.
Every bit of energy and re-
source was made to work at
Mirpur. It was made to look

like a “life and death”

end, il not for some overzealr and therclfore the party rnl-‘

chinery behaved as such

Suppose the unthinkabie -
from BNFP's side — had hap-
pened, and the AL had won. A
ot would have been sadd by AL
about BNF having lost peopie's
trust and that people are real-
ising their mistake itn veting
for the "sheal” and are now
coming back to the "beat” So
what? Aren't they saying it
anyway? Government would
not have fallen, the voting pat-
tern in the parliament would
not have changed. Power bal-
ance, in every sphere would
have remained the same. In
fact nothing would have

changed, except t the AL s
propaganda machine would

have got a big boost. But the
steps the ruling party took to
save itselfl from that embar-
rassment of defeat, got it into
deeper, and more ignoble
stigma of trying to pre-empt
the public verdict del:Hhﬂ-
ately manipulating the media.
Here again, the system would
have worked, and delivered
the same result as in the sec-
ond count, only il the ruling
party did neot lose fis nerves
under the pressure of "wining
at any cost”, |

This brings me to what |
consider the third lesson to
learn from Mirpur. Awami
League's call for eontinuous
hartal in Mirpur, and half-day
hartal in the capital and again a
6 am to 2 pm hartal nation-
wide an overkill of a reaction
by any definition. It was a clas-
sic case of how to lose a politi-
cal advantage unexpectedly
produced by the political
ineptness of the opponent. It
was blunder that cost the AL
the public goodwill that was

coming its way, produced by a

rickshaw-pullers, street ven-
dors and millions who are liv-

walted to see i the de -
livered. The did. The
EC found several of AL's

complaints, and ordered a re-
counting. Even after it, other
legal avenues were and still are
open, to which il can, and has
decided to take resort. Why,
why, then, for God's sake,
were the hartals?

ipcnkm‘.ﬂ:hdfrw could be
attributed to instant reaction.
But the second? Arrogance,

perhaps?

The bottom lne is that,
both parties revealed that wh-

en the chips are down — or at
least when it appears to be so

. =— they are easily willing to

abandon the system. If the BNP
lest on demonstrating its
sense of propriety and respect
for EC's procedures, the AL
lost In its demonstration of

mﬁrﬂlm'ﬂlﬂh

economy.
The last is, perhaps, the

Cheddi Begins to Rebuild Debt-ridden Guyana
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I NVESTORS lr; finding
Guyana palatable agaih. A
warm welcome has been

extended to them by the new

President, Dr Cheddi J :

who inherited a debt-ridden

state from the Peoples

National Congress (PNC)

government he defeated in the

October general election.

"The goodwill for Guyana is
touching.,” Jagan noted at a
press conference in
Georgetown marking his first
100 days in power. The new
regime [inds itself saddled
with a 82 billion foreign debt.
Guyana, a small tropical coun-
try on the northern shores of
South America, s now ranked
among the poorest of the

iworld.

It sits alongside Haiti, as a
country with rich natural re-
sources in sugar, bauxite, gold,
diamonds, and timber that
once had expectations of
fceding neighbours from its
surpluses. ' _

The Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB] has
estimated that at least two-
thirds of the Guyanese popula-

tion are living below thec

poverty line. One political
party puts this figure at 80 per
cent, an indictment of the
PNC. now an opposition in dis-

array.

"We inherited a dismal situ-
ation,” said Jagan. "The coun-
try, under what was effectively
a “one-party administrative
dictatorship, suffered from
gross economic mismanage-
ment, corruption, disregard
for civil rights and general ne-
glect of both social and physi-
cal infrastructure.”

Jagan seems content to let
the PNC ,pursue its public
quarrels. He has said there will
be no investigation into cor-
ruption charges against former
public officials. Relaxed and
ready Lo exchange pleasantries

address.

"It's Time for
Relaxation"

Sir, 1 congratulate you for
publishing the thought provok-
article "It's Time Jor
Relaxation” (Living, February
7). 1 take this opportunity to
congratulate the contributor of
the article Dr Rezina Quddus
for her presentation of a sub-
ect which is not only timely

ut also very relevant to our
present day life.

A Ahmed
Motifheel C/A, Dhaka

Re-employment for
life

Sir, Has any reader of your
esteemed newspaper heard
suc ng as "re-employment
for life" under Government of
any developing country? If not

he may be sure at least in ond

case it happened in one of the
SAARC countries — Pakistan,
Mr Shamsuddin Ahmed, once

" a Political Secretary to the

then Chiel Mintster late Nurul
Amin was r:rpulnt:d Joint
Secretary under the Govt of

Letters for publication in these columns should . be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short_letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Narmala Shewcharan writes from Georgetown

Cheddi Jagan has just completed his first 100 days as president of Guyana. He ousted the
government of Desmond Hoyte last October in the country’s first fair elections for two
decades. Jagan, once feared by the West for his leftist views, is now talking of open markets
and courting corporations such as American Express. The atmosphere in Guyana is
transformed and investors are being attracted to the deeply indebted country.

had waited 25 ycars to become
president and is now 74 years
old showed that he had not
lost his sense of humour.

Jagan condemns corrup-
tion. He calls his Peoples
Progressive Party (PPP) "lean
and clean” and plans "integrity
legislation™ to govern the con-
duct of public officials.

Former president and PNC
leader Desmond Hoyte quickly
declared a political vendetia
against the new administra-
tion, but now he seems keener
to fight his former prime min-
ister Hamilton Green, who is
alleged to have denounced
Hoyte as a schoolboy who sold
out to white people. (Green
denies saying it).

Green walked out of a party
disciplinary hearing, denounc-
ing it as a kangaroo court and
urged that former United
States President Jimmy
Carter, who helped bring about
recent electoral reforms, be
called as a witness.

Carter is something of a.
hero among sections of the
population. The Carter Centre
and international organisa-
tions, notably the
Commonwealth, worked for
reform and then monitored
the polling.

As a result, the election was
considered the first fair one
for more than two decades in a
country that has a majority of
East Indians and a large num-
ber of blacks.

Jagan won his [irst national
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Pakistan in the Establishment
Division. On his attaining the
age of retirement, he was al-
lowed extension of service
(long after the death of Nurul
Amin) for nine years in three
conseculive Instalments.

Lastly, in Oct 1992 the present
Prime Minister of Pakistan Mr

Nawaz Sharil has been pleased:

to  "re-employ” him as Joint
Secretary to the Govt of
Pakistan "for life".

If the Bangladesh Govern-
ment could emulate such
examples many Govt servants
could heave a sigh of relief. In
many western countries the
retirement age is not [ixed.
The incumbent Govt servant
may opt for retirement as he
feels. Even if the retirement
age is fixed in some cascs, it is
beyond 70 years.

Could the Government
think of extending the services
of Govt servants to at least 65
years which is the retirement
age ol the Chiel Justice of the
Supreme Court of Bangladesh.

Abunayeem M Jahed
Retd Deputy Secretary, Gout of
h,

Dhaka-1215

eleclions in 1953 when the

_country was still a British

colony and again in 1957 and
1961, five years before inde-
pendence. He was chiel minis-
tecr and the country's first
premier, then was ousted
through western intervention
— in favour of his erstwhile po-
litical bedicllow Forbes
Burnham, who becamc icader
of the PNC and eventually took
the country to bankruptcy.

In those days, Jagan was
fearcd for his leftist. views,
Now hc has become a cham-
pion of [ree market forces and
his PPP/Civic government
{Civic is being used to indicatc
a racially indicated govern-
ment) is looking to the US for
closer tics.

The new governmenl is
keen to bank the goodwill and
relief which has greeted its as-
sumption of office. For exam-
ple, Jagan's call for Guyancse
overseas to return home was
backed up with a package of
concessions to those who re-
turned.

Tourists are also being at-
lracted — a radical departure.
In the Burnham years Guyana
wanted nothing to do with
tourism. Now there is a
Minister in charge of Tourtsm,
Michcal Shree Chand, who
spcaks ol the developnicnt
projects daily being brought to
his office. To boost the
Nedgling industry, visa re-
quirements have bcen lifted
for countrics such as Britain

Sir, This year the produc-
tion of rice in the country is
quite satisfactory. Credit [or

. this achievement goes to the

government, farmers and kr-
ishibids (agriculturists) and
every other agencics including
the donors who actively
worked and provided fimancial
and technical assistances to
ward realising the target of
rice production in order to at-
tain sell-sulliciency in the food
seclor.

Mceanwhile, certain market -
ing problems are acting as bar-

ricrs in utllization of the field
producls/agricultural com:

~imodfties. Due to inadequalc

storage facilities, the rice
farmers are compelled to sell
their produce at a cheaper
price which cannot cven cover
their investment costs, Same
is the case with jute and veg-
etables. 1 think, in order lo
retain the continuity of the
agricultural development, the
government need to take. the
following measures on an
emergency basis:

(i} Govt should fix the in-
vestment costs and return val-
ues of major agricultural erops.
If necessary, subsidies should
be provided for protecting the
farmers’ monetary intercsts
and to balance the cost-benefit
ratios,

(i) Govt have to purchase
all the major agricultural pro-
duce and ensure transportia-
tion/distribution of these to all

and the US

Shrec Chand hopes that
courlesy, good manners and
the undoubted attractions of
the Guyana hinterland — a vast
interfor that boasts some of
the most beautiful scenery in
the world, including the spec-
tacular Kaiteur Falls — will
help overcome obstacles to
successful tourism. Among
these are the muggers, better
known in Guyana as the "choke

Already the main Timehri
airport is remarkably trans-
formed. Once-surly officials
with a talent for interrogation
arc now pleasant and helpful.
To tackle crime, citizen's
commitlces have been sct up
across the country.

Guyana, with a population of
800,000, has suflered from a
cultural divide. The country is
made up of 51 per cent cast
Indians, 43 per cent black and
mixed races and small minori-
tics of Amerindians, Eurepecan
and Chinese,

The new administration in-
tends to unite the ethnic
groups and give a better deal
to the Amerindians, the
indigcnous population some-
timcs called forgotten people.
A committee for racial equality
is at pilot stage.

The cultural divide between
Guyanese Indians and blacks is
causing no alarm in the gov-
ernment’s honeymoon period.
Pockets of violence did mani-
fest themselves at the time of

the clections, but with a feel-
ing ol propriety in the air and
public infighting preoccupying

the PNC opposition, no one is .

prepared to push the cause of
racial unrest.

Shops which began to lose
theitr emply look under the
Hoyle regime are boasting full
shelves — even though prices
are still high — and hard cur-

rency is flowing back to the
. country.

In anticipation, real estate
agents, among those expecting
to be swamped by demand
from returning Guyanese and
potential fnvestors, daily set

new prices for their proper- -

ties, far out of the reach of or-

dinary Guyanese.
Jagan disclosed that in the
first 100 days, commilments

and disbursals ol about 846.7
million were obtained in loans
and grants. A cam [rom the
US Agency for International
Development met Jagan in
January to discuss the reactiva-
tion of the aid programme for

Cuyana

_ An 1DB mission is about to
discuss a financiul adjustment
programme, which is ex

to allow new banking legisla-
tion for financing the private
sector for different sources.
This will be along the lines of
similar mmes in neigh-
bouring Trinidad gnd Tobago,
Barbados and Jamaica.

Inflation, said by a 1992
UNDP report to be at an annual -
rate of 20 per cent, was '
pegged by the government at
I5 per cent at the new year.
The government has identified
128 projects worth $612 mil-
lion as part of its recovery
plan. '

Its untainted image and
good intentions are already at-
tracting outside investment.
Among those in Guyana in the
new year having serious talks
were American Express and
American Airlines.

Jagan believes the govern-
ment has achieved mnich in
the first 100 days, but he was
disappointed about not accom-
plishing mere. He blames this
on the time wasted chasing
stolen state property after the
elections.

With the confidence which
the government appears to
have generated and in-
ternationally, the stage is set
for prosperity. In these times
ol world recession, it will be
ironic, but not surprising, if
Guyana sets a new pace for re-
covery. — GEMINI NEWS

NARMALA SHEWCHARAN is
a freelance journalist and
novelist_from Guyana.
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sis of arca wise demands. The
agricultural marketing moni-
toring system has to be mod-
ernized and made effective.

(iif) Storage [acilities are to
be enhanced so that farmers
can store their produce al a
reasonable price and this facil-
ity may be made [ree for the
poor and small farmers,

liv) More processing [acto
rics have to be set up ncar
major vegetable and fruit pro-
ducing arcas. This will also
gencrate rural employment.

vl Jule sacks are environ-
mentally safe and the demand
lur jule products are increas
ing in the world market. The
government must explore fur-
ther opportunities to export
our jute goods to the intcrna-
tional market.

(vi) Corruption by any has to
be checked effectively so that
poor, unlettered farmers- do
not have to face unjust harass-
menis in getting agricultural
credit, storage facilitips, mar-
keting of agro-products and
other necessary services and
help from different Govt and
private organizations.

l.Last but not the least, Lhe
men behind the plough i.e. the
farmers, and the personnel
behind the efficient plough
management, i.c. krishibids,
have to be given proper status
and participation in planning
execution and evaluation of the

parts of the country on the ba-

.

country's agricultural devel-
opmenl programmes as per
their nced and production
sirategies.

M Zahidul [Hague

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agriculiural
Institute, Dhaka :

' Senile repetition
Sir, A Khulna rcader has
cxpressed his 'disgust’ (D/Star
Jan 16) because he had to read

one of my letters in two differ-
ent periodicals a month apart.

The aggrieved Mr K R
Zakhmi', perhaps, is not awarc
of the main purpose of the
'Letters to the Editor' column
in newspapers the way most
readers take it. [t is to bring to
the notice of the authorities
and to the general public,
problems of local, regional,
national or even international
interest. Even individual cases
can be given wide prominence
cheaply and eflficiently. Just
recently, justice was done to
an innocent languishing in
prison, because someone had
the decency to highlight his
case in several newspapers,

Two Dhakaites are cease-
lessly campaigning in most
newspapers, one for the com-
mercial exploitation of Cox's
Bazar's 'black gold' and the
other to bring some sanity to
the indiscriminate use of pes-
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ticides in our fields. A
Chittagonian has been very
cxplicit about reform in our
Forestry sector. Unfortunately,
none of these have yet borne
any fruit. Why not, only the
rclevant authorities can say,
once the democratic sensibili-
livs of accountability penetrate
their bureaucratic apathy.

If my occasional forays into
journalistic jousts with certain
cstablished conventions and/or
individuals cause jitteryness,
irritability and headaches to
some readers, then all | can
say is that no one i{s holding a
gun to their heads to read my
letters. Nor do | subscribe to.
the view that the same letter
should not be sent to more
than one newspaper.
Readership of newspapers in
Bangladesh 1s confined to a
minimal percentage of our
population; so what is the
harm il a worthwhile sugges-
tion i{s spread far and wide?
And surely Mr 'Zakhmi' must
he one of the very fortunate
few who have access to more
than one fcal.

Finally, 'most of eur news-
papers reproduce news items
[rom local and international
organisations like, Reuter, PTI,
AFP, 388, UND etc which are
published wverbatim in almost
all papers daily! Do these re-
poris, simflar in content, cause
no distress to Mr Zakhmi'?

Quaxi Akhlagque uz Azeem,
Anderkilla, Chitiagorig
']



