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The Gift of a Story

by S. Ban

Morfina is a housemaid. She can read, but
world aflairs don't interest her, so she shuns
newspapers. The [airy tales her employer gets
for her can't hold her interest for long. But
now, Merjina is engaged in a heated debate
with the cook as to the respective merits of the
novels Noukadubi and This sud-
den leap from Tuntunir Galpo to classical liter-
ature is possible because of new developments
in the simplified novel.

Jostling for space among the hundreds of
new publications available at the Bangla Acade-
my Book Fair this year are a series ol nineteen
abridged novels. The brainchild of BRAC found-
er Fazle Hassan Abed, the Great Literature Ser-
jes was launched in February 1991, with the
first abridged book Kapaalkundala. Titles in the
series now range from Bishaad Shindhu to
Ashgn{ Shﬂngk.g[ e e
and are selling like
hotcakes at the fair.

Two observations
led Abed to the idea
of abridged forms ol
literature. As he ex-
plains in his pre-
face to the books,
"The majority of
those who read and
write in this coun-
try do not have the
opportunity to go to
secondary school or
college.” They may
have basic literacy
skills, but are
only called upon to
read notices or sign their names. BRAC wanted
to channel literature into a form comprehensi-
ble by the newly-literate, to give them an enjoy-
ablc and easy read. This is how Morjina now re-

vels in stories that would otherwise be
inaccessible to her.

-The educated middle class are buying the
series for younger siblings or children. Just as
Lamb’s Tales introduced generations of Eng-
lish-s children to Shakespeare, ERAC

the Great Literature Series will bring Ra-
bindranath Tagore, Mir Musharral Hossain and
Begum Rokeya Sakhawat closer to teen and
pre-teenage Bengalis. The idea is spreading
like wildfire. Youngsters presented with the
books are devouring them at rates that astonish
parents accustomed Lo comics and vide-
os strewn around the house.

BRAC also plans to distribute the books to
non-formal schools around the country. so that
the habit can catch on in villages. "If
the teachers themseclves read the books.” says

The first stcp was the scary onc for BRAC,
unsure of the feasibility of the plan. Kabir
Chowdhury was asked to condense Bankim-
chandra’'s Kapaalkundala; the result impressed
both writers and educationists. Having got the
green light, BRAC selected titles and contacted
other top writers. Choices range from the obvi-
ous (Saratchandra and Nazrul) to the politically
correct (Begum Rokeya). Folklore was not to be
fgnored: Mohua and Moluasundart are both
available. Still in the offing are Michael Madhu-
sudhan Dutta and Nawab Fajzunessa.
The adaptators chosen are all: writers in
their own right, (lHHayat Mahmud, Bashir Al-
Helal, Mokbula Manzur) and thanks to this in-
telligent decision each of the books has a lla-
vour all its own. Says Dilip Malakar, who
ahridgcd Krishnokanter Will , "It's no easy job.
: e You want to kcep
the literary tasle
and the frame of
the story. You have

" 1o steep yoursell in
the mentality of the
writer's time. And
then you have to
translate all this
into contemporary
thought and lan-
guage.”

The feat is not
just a literary one:
the writer becomes
a soc st as well.
Malakar found that
words like "Abba”
are not as_familiar

to village rcaders as "laba.” Expecting to usc
"Imhil ® the adaptator discovers to his or her

surprise that "durbol” is better undcrstood.
Symbolism and psychological techniqucs inher-
ent in a writer's work are often the hardest to
adjust to the contemporary young or ncwly-
literate reader's wavelength. .

The cover designs are nakshi kantha slitch-
es — whal else would you expect from 1 BRAC
enterprise? The printing, done at BRAC's own
press, is clear and eminently legible. And the
price, in these days of inflation, is reassuringly
affordable:

Adult middle-class readers can find the lan-

nimaginative, even {lat. Much is sindpli-
WMh is left out. Important emotional de-

velopments are skimmed over. But for its
purpose, the scrics is definitely a sorely need-
ed addition to Bengali Mfterature. For millions of
Morjinas, and for {ecniagers tuned in to CNN,
help may be at hand. This ncw series gives

one stall-
the kids will

, "the storfes will spread and
interested in reading.”

them one of the most wonderful gifts known
1o mankind — the story.

Gaziul Haque addressing a discussion meeting organised by Bidrohi Ekush Udjapan
Commiittee at Press Club auditorium yesterday
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133 lakh metric

tons of Aman
paddy produced

Some 133 lakh metric tons
of Aman were produced
on 143.48 lakh acres of land in
last Aman season, the Agricul-
ture Minister told parliamer

In reply to Manirul Hagq

Chowdhury of Jatlya Party,

wlture Minister Major

Gen (Rid.) Majid-ul lHaq said

the cost of production of per

maund of Aman paddy was Tk
184 in 196]-82.

The minister said the gov
ernmenl started procuring
paddy and rice from the very
beginning of the Aman scason
at the rate of Tk 210 and
323.40 per maund.

210 employees
dismissed
simce 72

Some 210 s and
one officer of the forest de-
partment were dismissed from
their jobs on charge of corrup-
tion in 20 since 1972.

This was stated by Forest
and Environment Mindster

-

2,24,500 acres plantation
plan underway : Noman

The government has a plan
to bring 2.24.500 acres of land
under four aflorestation pro-
jects to expand the forest arca
in the country, the Forest and
Environment Minister told
parliament yesterday, reports
UNB.

in reply 1o a question from
Sheikh Ansar Ali [Jamaat),
Forest Minister Abdullah Al-
Neman told the House thal
there are 36,17, 168 acres of
forest area in the country.

The minister said a pro-
gramme was alsc undertaken
to plant saplings on about
18,000 kilometers of land be-
side the roads, highways,

railways and barrage.

To a question from Mirza
Azam (Awami League), the
minister informed the parlia-
ment that 5,52,06,200 CET
wood were cut [rom the gov-
ernment owned forest in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts in last
17 years since 1975. Besides,
9,63,50,000 CFT of fuel wood

were cul during the period.

The minister said 1,88,3567
acres of land were brought un-
der the new allorestation pro-
gramme in the hill tracts dur-
ing that period.

Replying to Sarder Sakawat
Hossain Baku] (BNP), the min-
ister sajd there are five re-
scrved forests on 19, 4] ,.4686
acres of land in the country.

Discussion on
Dr. Shamsuzoha held

A discussion was held yes-
terday in observance of the
24th death anniversary of
Shaheed Dr Shamsuzoha under
the auspices of former
Rajshahi University Students
Association here reperts BSS,

Chaired by the President ol

' the association Moslem Ali

Khan, the function was also
addressed, among others, by
Keramat All, Stkandar Abu
Zalar Khairul Alam Noman,
Subrata Chowdhury. Jahangir

memrm

and |sfakosl lslam

Urs

The annual Ursckul Maflis
(Urs) of Shah Sufi Hazrat
Moulana Azangachhi (RA}, a
renowned Muslim saint of the
sub -continent will be held on
February 2] (Sunday] at
Aagcharan under Kalihati po-
lee station of Tangail district,
reports BSS,

Distinguished Haqqani
Ulema of the country will par-
ticipate in the majlis and
speak on the light of the Holy
Quran and Hadith

‘-'1" be of-

fﬂmr t prosper-

ity, welfare and mlﬂnn:y of
Musim umerah

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Abdus Salam Tﬂlukder inaugurating a pump station at

Kalaynpur in the clty yesterday.

- St.ar phaoto

‘Top priority to city’s drainage system: Salam

Tk 68.45 cr project complete

Local Government, Rural
Dovelopment and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar yesterday said top
priority has given on solving
the city’s drainage problem to
improve urban Ilﬁ:, reports
UNB.

The Minister was speaking
at the closing ceremony of a
WASA project for storm water
drainage system at a pump-
house at Kalyanpur in the city
last yesterday - morning.

He said the project, part of
*greater Dhaka flood control
and drainage scheme®, has
been completed ahead of
scheduled time at a cost of Tk
68.45 crore with substantial
grants from Japan.

The Minister said with the
completion of the project, the
people of the Kalyanpur, part
of Mirpur, Shyamoli,
Muhammadpur, Kalabagan,
Kathalbagan, Dhanmbndi and

the adjoining areas will enjoy
its benefits.

Salam said the present
drainage system {s inadequate
for the 7 million people of the
metropolis which has under-
gone erki cubical nndﬁ-ﬂ
cal expansion in recent years.

| He said the drainage sys-
tem of the city has further
been deteriorated due to un-
planned urbanisation and fill-
ing of low-laying areas in and
around the city for housing
purposes.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment has taken further
schemes to solve the drainage

problem of the other parts of
lhr’ city under “Dhaka
Integrated Flood Protection
Project”™ financed by Asian
Development Bank.

The project work has al-
ready been started in January
1992 and it will be completed
by June 1996 at a cost ol Tk
159 crore. Under Lhe project

" also adjo

21 canals of 78 km length will

be re-excavated and 51 km .

underground drainage line
will be constructed, he added.

He said 12.5 km under-
ground drainage lines have al-
ready been constructed and

the work for re-excavation of .

7.8 km canals and construc-
tion of 4.5 km long “box cul-
verts® is going on under the:
project.

On completion of the pro-
ject, the drainage problem ex-

isting in Motijheel, Dilkusha, -

Middle Circular Road, 2nd
Radial road, Inner Circular
road, DIT Extension road,
Elephant road, Mirpur road
from New Market to river
Buriganga, Ibrahimpur and
ining arcas of the city
will be solved, he added.

WASA Chairman Nurul
Islam, Chief Engineer of WASA
Abdul Mugqgeet and Japanese
Ambassador Toshio Saiki also
spoke at the function.
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41 thousand prisoners
in jails, JS told

Country’'s jails had 40,875
inmates till Hu\'tmh-r 30 last
ycar, the number being nearly
double their capacity of ac-
commodation. BSS

This was disclesed by Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-
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from Manirul Haq Chowdhury
nfdal:iya Party, reports UNB.
(he accommodation capac-
ity of different jails of the
country is 20,857. %

Replying to a supplemen-
tary, Cho said the gov-
ernment plans to reform the
jail code and improve the con-
dition of fjails and facilities for
the prisoners.

In reply to a tion from
Shamsul Huq (AL), the Home
Minister said 168 ns wee
arrested In Dhaka city till
November last year under the
Anti-Terrorism act.

The minister, however,
sought notice to give his reply
when the Awami League MP
wanted to know how many of
them belonged to the opposi-
tion political parties and how
many belonged to the ruling
parly.

In reply to anothcr question
from Azizur Rahman, Matin
Chowdhury told the llouse that
P68 cases were lodged against
B41 arresied persons under
the Anti-Terrorism act
throughout the country from
November | to December 15
last year |

He tuld another guestioner
that work on the new central
jafl in Gazipur had already
started.

To a question from Maulana
Shakawat Hossain [Jamaat), he
said 2117 persons were ar-
rested in the country under
the Special Powers Act in six
months from July 1 last year,

The Home Minister avoided
a question from SM Firoz of
Awami League, who wanted to
know how many people were
arrested in Bhola under the
Anti-Terrorism act for the in
cidents on December 6 lollow

ing the demwolition of Babri ‘

Mosque in India

'Annual confce
of Society of
Microbiologists
February 22

The 11th annual conference

of Bangladesh Society of
Microbiologists will be held on

February 22 at the Bangladesh |

Agricultural Research Counecil
auditorium, reports UNB.

Minister for Agriculture,
Irrigation, Water Development
and Flood Control Maj Gen M
Majid Ul-Haq (retd) will inau-
gurate the conference at 9 am,
said a press releasc yesterday.

Industries Minister Sham-
sul Islam Khan and founder-
President of the society Ma
Gen MR Chowdhury (retd] wi
be present as special guesl on
the occasion.

Our lyrics, songs
unparallel: Anwar

Commerce Minister M K
Anwar yesterday said our art,
culture, music and drama have
a long tradition of more than a
thousand years. The ballads,
lyrics and songs composed by
our {illiterate or semi-literate
poets and singers with the ac-

cumulation of knowledge and |

wisdom from their personal
lives are almost unparallel in
the histry of the world, re-
ports BSS.

He was addressing an inau-
gural ceremony of the drama
'‘Dewana Madina' adopted from
an old ballad of East Bengal, at
the Shilpakala Academy audi-
toripm.

State Minister for Establish-
ment Md Nurul Huda and
Vice-Chancellor of Jahangir-
nagar University Prof Kazi
Salech Ahmed and the Director
General of Shilpakala Academy
also spoke on the occasion.

Attack on health
technologists
slated -

By Staff t

Medical technologists and
other employees from differ-
ent hospitals in separate
statements Thursday con-
demned the attack on some
leaders of Health Technologist

Leaders of Class 'I"I:ru
Em Welfare Associfation
in a statement their
concern over the attack and

persons involved. N

Some students reportedly
attacked on some central lead-
crs of Health Technologist
Association at the auditorfum
of the Institute of Health
Tec
+ In nmthi:r statement 23
medical technologists from PG
Hospital, Diabetic Hospital,
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital and TV Control and
Training Institute urged the

sures against the ns re-

" | sponsible for the attack.

demanded punishment of the-

to take stern mea-

RU iﬂcident |
condemned

RAJSHAHI, Feb 18:; Spea-
kers at a rally held at Shaheb
Bazar Square yesterday stro-
ngly condemmed the atrocities
committed by Jamaat-Shibir
activist on Rajshahi University
campus on Febru six and
demanded ban on the
fundamentalist politics in the

country, reports BSS,

The rally was organised
jointly by all the parties ex-
cepting the Jamaat-e-Islami
and Jatiya Party.

it was presided over by
Kamrul Munir, General
Secretary of Rajshahi district
BNP.

The rally was addressed
among others, by Fazle
Hossain Badsha of Workers
Party, Rahman Badsha
of CPB, Mujibul Haq 8aku of
JSD, Khairuzzaman Liton of
Awami League, Abdur Rouf
Manik of NAP, Nurul Huda of
Ganatantrick Party, Ruhul

‘Quddus Babu of BSD and

Salahuddin Baby of BNP.

NOTICETO
The containensed cargo ex. MV.

20-2498 from Singapore.

days wil be guided by Customs Act

BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LTD.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA, CHITTAGONG.
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Rain, g‘usty wind likely

By Staff Correspondent

Rain or showers accompanied by temporary gusiy wind
may occur al one or two places over Chittagong Dhaka divi
sions and the regions of Bogra, Rangpur, Jessore and Kustia
and weather will remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky
elsewhere over the country during the next 24 hours com

mencing 6 am todays (Friday).

The Met office forecasts, night temperature is likely to
remain nearly unchanged over the country.

The maximum tempera
Celstus was

ture of the country of 33.6 degree
from Rajshahi yesierday [Thursday] and

the minimum of 15.0 degree was reported from Dinajpur

The sup sets today at 557 pm and rises lomorrow at 6.28

aAJTL

The maximum and the minimum tem

mperature and hu

midity of some of the major cities and towns of the country

yesterday were ¢
CHies /Towns

Maax
Dirsabea 31.3
Chittagong 28.5
Khulna 32.2
Rajshah| 3316
Barinal 20.6
Cox's Harar +28.8
Sy Thet 23 4
Dnagpur 29 .0

Temperature In
degree Celsius

Humidity n

perceniage
Min Gam Bpm
23.4 7 70
23.0 Hl T8
23.2 "2 T7
20 R H2 46
243.2 Ry BH
22 9 T T
14.5 1) 06
15.0 07 70
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ex. M.V. KURAMA ¥-20304 from Busan, Hong Kong have been relayed 1o M.V
SHENTON V-13W imp. Rot No. 102/83 = due o amve Chmiagong on or aboul

Consignees are requested 1 take delivery of their cargo from FCL comtaners
within 5 days free time from the date of landing and if cargo not cleared within 45
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