-

function

Titas fails to keeg records °
Customers harassed

despite paying bills

Star Repor:t

Inability by the Titas Gas au-
thorities to keep current
records of paid bills is leading
to the harassment of the cus-
tomers in the city.

In a recent drive to realise
arrcar bills, the Titas Gas au-
thorities have been sending
out their vigilance teams to
disconnect gas lines of the de-
faulters. However, many of the
"defaulters” were found to have
paid their dues, but their pay-
ments were not recorded in
the gas authorities’ books.

Moreover, the disconnec-
tion teams arrive at the cus-
tomers’ houses during the of-
fice hours when the house
owners stay at work. When the
inmates fail to show their bill
books, the teams threaten to
disconnect gas lines.

Many customers say that if
the Titas Gas authorities had
served them a riotice before
hand, they could avoid the ha-
rassment by contacting the au-
thorities,

When contacted, Titas au-
thorities said that according to
the contract between the cus-
tomers and the Titas Company.
the latter was not bound to
serve any notice for non-pay-
ment of bills.

‘However, they admitted
that they could not keep track
of all the paid bills in time
which resulted in charging the
innocent customers. They also
said that the company was now
disconnecting lines for non-
payment of bills for more than
90 days.

At present, different public
and pfivate customers owe
about Taka 21! crore to the
Titas Gas Company. Of them
Power Development Board
(PDB) owes Taka 85 crore, the
fertilizer factories owe Taka 26
crore, other industrics Taka
40 crore, different commercial
units Taka 15 crore and the
domestic customers owe Taka
45 croré.
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He also stressed the need
for creating the habit of read-
ing among the children to
bufld them up as good citizen
of the country.

Abdun Noor said ycholqg‘
ical development of the people
was the precondition to na-
tional d:vclupmcnt which
could be achieved only through
educating the people in the
real sense.

Libraries of the country
could play a vital role in this
regard, he said, adding that
the government would have to
take initiative to set up li-

braries in district and thana
levels as it was not possible

solely for the people to initiate
these,

The discussion was followed
by a musical programme.
Farida Parvin, Dil Afroz Reba,
Kiron Chandra Ray, Shahnaj
Bel. Mohin Shah and Mina
Barua rendered Lalan songs at
the function.

As part of the Ekushey pro-
gﬂamme organised by the

mmilito Sangskritik Jote,
Aranya Natya Goshthi staged a
street drama titled 'Ghumao
Manush’ at the Central
Shaheed Minar premises,

- Today's Bangla Academy
programme: Discussion on
"Bangladesher Sahitya: Ramy

O Bango Rachana". Prof Abdar
Rashid, Pref Abul Quashem
Chowdhury, Prof Mamtazuddin
Ahmed and Khandaker Ali
Ashral will take part in the
discussion while Prof Sirajul
Islam Chowdhury will preside.
The discussion will be followed
by a dance drama.

Bangabandhu Gobeshana
Kendra has planned to organ-
ise a discussion meeting on
"Language Movement and
Bangabandhu” on Fcbruary 22

at the Bangabandhu Bhab.an on
the occaston of Amar Ekushey.

Awami League Chiel and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina will
attend the function as chiel
guest while Profl. Kabir
Chowdhury, Advocate Gaziul
Huq. Santosh Gupta and MR

- Akhtar Mukul will take part in

the discussion. Poet Sufia
Kamal will preside over the
and Mohiuddin
Ahmed MP will present the

keynote paper.
I Nagartk Adhikar

Parishad will organise a dis- °

cussion mee
Movement a

BAU closed a
week ahead of

Ramdan vacation
MYMENSINGH, Feb 18

on "Language
the Present

Bangladesh Univ-
ersity was lared closed
today (Tuesday), a week ahead

of the scheduled Ramdan vaca-
tion, amidst tension caused by
continued feud between two
factions of i Chhatra
Dal, reports UNB.

The BAU authorities asked
students to.vacate thetr dormi-
lories by 4 pm tomorrow
{Wednesday).

Ci sources said the

ampus
Syndicate ook the dectsion at
an meeting held on
with Vice -Chancelior
Prof Ashral Ai in the chair
The authoritics announced the

Two rival groups of JCD —
one led by Chanchal and an-
other by Kamal—{requently
clashed with each other since
February 1.

A of the Chanchal
group was killed on February |
in a clash between the rival

groups.

Promote libraries

Bangladesh” on February 18 at
4 pm &t the seminar hall of the

Institution of Enginecrs,
Bangladesh.
Works Minister DBarrister

Rafiqul [slam Mia will attend
the function as chicl guest

« while Vice-Chanccllor of Dhaka

University Prol Emajuddin
Ahmed and Viee-Chancellor of
Open University Dr Shamscr
Ali will be present as the spe-
cial guests. Justice Abdur
Rahman Chowdhury will pre-
sid¢ over the meeting.

Dhaka University Central
Students Union (DUCSU) has
organised a discussion meeting
and film show today at 3-30
pm at the TSC auditorium on
the occasion of Amar Ekushey.

Vice Chanccllor of the uni-
versity Prof Emajuddin Ahmed
will inaugurate the function
while Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam will be present as
the chief guest. Amanullah
Aman MP, Khairul Kabir
Khokon and Nazimuddin Alam
will attend the function as the

special gucsts.

SAARC activities
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on a three-day visit, told The
Daxily Star,

The Standing Commillee is
comprised of the Foreign
Secretaries and the Council of
Ministers is made up of
Foreign Ministers.,

The summit, scheduled for
December 12-13, was post-
poned December 8 as the top
diplomats were holding their
mecting, but the diplomats
and the ministers went ahead
with their sessions to set the
stage for the summit on a
rescheduled date,

The summit was reschedu-
led for January 13-14, but had
to be put off again only three
days ago.

On both occasions, Indian
Prime Mintster PV Narasimha
Rao expressed his inabflity t
attend, leading to the post-
ponNCmeEnis.

Asked about the possible
new dates, the SAARC chief
executive said, "1 will not be
able to comment on that
because the issue entirely rests
with the current chalirman
President Premadasa.

Zaki was carlier quoted by
an Indian news agency as
saying that the summit would
be held sometime in March.

Ba sh has said that it
will not be able to host the
summit’ untfl after March 26,
the country's Independence
and National Day DE
not want to hnflad the mnt
during the month of Ramadan
that ends a few days before the
National Day.

The SAARC official will call
on Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today belore
heading for Karachi on similar
mission. He has dy visited
india, Shri Lank, Maldives and
held talks with Nepalesc
officials. He will also visit the
SAARC Agricultural Informa-
tion Centre in the city :

Officials said that his
meeting with Foreign Secre-
tary Reaz Rahman yesterday
dealt with matters like the
implementation of the pro-
grammes in the calendar of
activities under the Integrafed
Programme of Activities (IPA)
approved by the Standing
Commitice and the Council of
Ministers. The IPA covers 13
areas of cooperation.

They also discussed the
issucs such as SAPTA, SADF
and the report of the Poverty
Alleviation Committee which
are to be looked into by the
heads of government them-
scives at the summit.
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Madame HEE'.'-IB. Soemaknﬂ, the wife of Indonesian Ambassador in Eﬂng]ﬂdesh is ﬂanked by

the Ambassador and painter Kamrun Nahlar at La Galerie in ¢ity }resterdﬂy

Kamrun's painting
show begins

By Staff Correspondent

A week-long exhibition of
paintings of Kamrun Nahar be-
gan in the city yesterday.

Hestia Soemakno, wile of
Indonesian Ambassador in
Bangladesh, inaugurated the
show at the la Galerie praising
the artist's works as "a won-
derful cxpression of
Bangladesh life.”

"Her works have enriched
our common heritage. She has
Oriental paintings a
Bangladesh look,” said Madame
Soemakno, herselfl a painter.

"She has a lovely sense of
colour and a supcrb under-
standing of lines. She looks at
nature, in all fts majesty and

beauty, with the eyes of a

Bengali, without the influence
of the West as such. Yet when
it comes to technique, she
leans towards cosmopolitan
trends, but with caution and

care,” wrote S M Ali, the
Editor of The Daily Star, in his
tings.

A-total of 21 water colour
works and 16 batiks are on
display at the painter's first
solo initiative.

Of the water colour paint-
ings, three are abstract while
the rest realistic.

Speaking about her works,
Kamrun said "1 kcep wailing
and looking forward to the

| most perfect work of ninc’

Fthese patntings are just
witnessces o my continued
scarch,” said Kamrun, a gradu-
ate from the Institute of Fine
Arts. .

Art critics who converged
on the inaugural ceremony said
that in a rarc juxtaposition
Kamrun Nahar had retained
the Oriental norm and form in
the context of Bangladesh.

Her works contained more
fligure that normally found in
batiks, they said.

The exhibition fs open to
the public from 9 am to 8 pm

everyday
Gray's Inn honours

Shahabuddin

By Staff Correspondent

Former Acting President
Chief Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed has been elected an
honourary Master of the Bench
of the Honourable Society of
Gray's Inn, London, a Supreme
Court press release said
Tuesday.

He was elected master at a
meeting of the governing body
of the Inn held on 14,
the press release said adding
that the Inn Treasurer John
Vinelott conveyed the message
to the Bangladesh Chief Justice
recently,

The press release said that
it was one of the customs of
the Inn “to honour persons for
their distinguished work In
the law and other fields™ by
clecting them as honourary
benchers, traditionally known
as "Master of the Bench".

1 gets life term
for killing
maid servant

Showkat Igbal (50, owner

of Eskaton'Community Center,
was sentenced Lo life impri-

sonment for killing his maid -

servani, reports UND.

The court also [ined him (o
pay Tk 10,000 or in default to
suffcr anether one month
rigorous imprisonment.

Another co-accused Dr. Ali
Azam {35), an MBBS doctor,
was also sentenced to sulfer 2
years Rl for giving false death
ceriificate for the murdered
maid servant. He was also fined
to pay Tk 5.000 or in default
to suflfer a month of Rl

According to the cu-
tion, on March 14, 1991, accu-
scd Showkat Igbal of 90,
Eskaton Hoad killed his maid
servant Renu (22) strangu-
lating ber in the bathroom.

He then look a false death
certificate about the cause of
death of the victim and buried
the bﬂdy in Azfmpuar gmvcyu'd

W‘F;ms‘rrruﬂnr& cxamined 10

witnesses during the trial of
the case and aflter hearing both

sides, additional session judge

Abdul Gaffar found the
accuseds guflly and convicted
them.

— Star photo
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other candidates including
Kamal Ahmed Majumder of the
AL and Belal Ahmed of Jatiya
Party in the by-election.

The function was also at-
tended, among others, by the
CEC Justice Mohammad Rouf,
Election Commissioner Justice

‘Mesbahuddin Hossain, Assis-
tant Returning

ing Officer Abu So-
laiman Chowdhury, Works Mi-
nister Barrister Rafiqul Islam
Mia, City Mayor Mirza Abbas,
Salahuddin, Ahmed MP and
Amanullah Aman MP of the
BNP and KM Jahangir MP,
Matia Chowdhury” MP and
Mirza Azam MP of AL.

The BNP candidate Mohsin
was also present but the Al S

‘Kamal Majumdcer was not.

The CEC Justice Rouf in his
briel specech, delivéred after

‘the announcement of resu]ls,

highly appreciated the ‘res-
ponsible” and 'disciplined’ con-
duct of all especially the
politicians during the recount-
ing. "It would remain a glitter-
ing example for the nation,” he
sajd .

Justice Chowdhury further
said, "the well-disciplined role
of Llhe political leadership
would help grow people’s con-
fidence in the electoral system

Byelection : Mohsin

and put democracy on firm
footing".

There might have been dil-
ferences of opinion among the
political parties, but they must
work to gain peoples’ confi-
dence by demonstrating their
responsible role, he said.

The CEC also thanked jour- -

nalists, members of law en-
forcing agencies for their
cooperation in this connection.

According to yesterday's of-
ficial results, after the scru-
tiny, 936 among the earlier
cancelled 1626 ballots were
found valid. Now the number of

- cancelled votes stands at 690.

With the addition of invalid-
turned-valid ballots. the num-

ber of votes polled by Mohsin
of BNP is now 80,276, Kamal
Majumder of AL 77,651, by

Belal Ahmed of JP 7,149.

The percentage of volcs
cast was 60.58.

Meanwhile, the Election
Commission is a gazette nolifi-
cation issued yesterday dec-
clared Syed Mohammad Moh-
sin of BNP officially elected in
the Mirpur by-election, hcid
on February 3. The parliament
seal fell vacant after Harunur
Rashid Mollah of the ruling

party died.

|

Shantibahini demand
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seats in the national asscmbly.

It also demands "o place all
lands, hills, arca of Kaptai lakc
and all forests inchuding re-
serve forests, except the area
of Kaptai liydro-Electric Power
Station project, the area of
Betbunia satellite station,
state-owned industrial areas
and the lands acquired in the
interest of the state. at the
disposal and control of the
Council.”

It further demands mea-
sures to “canccl ownership of
those land and hills occupied
in any manner or purchased by
the residents... and transfer
those to the real owners or to
the council” and also wants the
cancellation of lease and set-
tlements of lands for rubber
plantations. [orestry ol any
other such purpose.

Finally, the second point
demands “to place the camps
of the army and paramilitary
forces and the areas occupied
by the cantonments under the
control and disposal of the
Council.”

The third point demands
the withdrawal of "outsiders’
who “illegally” entered the re-
gion since August 17, 1947
and the rchabilitatton and
“honourable” return of those
who were forced to go to India

since 1960
The fourth point demands

appropriate” measurcs lp re-
habilitate all members of
PCJSS, withdrawal of cases
against them, preservation of
quotas in the civil and defence
services and edycational insti-
tutions, to establish a bank
with government grants
also to establish a radfo station
in the re

- The fifth pnlnt demands Lhe
creation of a "congenial atmo-
sphere for the peaceful politi-
cal solution of Chittagong Hill
Tracts.”

It goes on to demand the
“unconditional”
under trial and convicted
Jumma people, "Immediate
demilitarisation” of the civil
administration, to stop "infi-
ltration™ of le from other
areas of Bangladesh and the
withdrawal of army and
paramilitary camps, “except”
BDR camps, and cantonments
from the region.

Consisting of about 5,500
sq;. miles, about one-tenth of
the total land area ol
Bangladesh, the CHT region
has a populatign ol about 14
lakh people. Of which, nearly
50 per cent are Lribals belong-
ing to 13-odd tribes while the
rest are plainlanders who have
been settling in the region
since the pre-partition British
rule pertod. The largest of the
tribes, the Chakmas, number a
little over two lakhs.

relecase of all |.

JS debate
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The opposition MPs while
discussing the bills last night
welcomed the government
move for direct election to the
post of Mayors but were criti
cal about the provision of abol-
ishing the post of Deputy
Mayors.

[33S adds: Introdweed by the
LGRD Minister, Abdus Salam
Talukder the bills on F
10 were: The Chittagong City
Corporation (Amendment] Bill,
1983, The Dhaka City Cor
poration [(Amendment) Bill,
1993, The Khulna City Cor-
poration {(Amendment)
1993 and the Rajshahi City
Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1993.

Participating in the debate
opposition members described
the bills as not in conformity
with the constitutional provi-
sion of laying the aflairs of the
government and local govern:
ment in the hands of people's
representatives.

They said that lhnun';h the
bill envisaged the scope for
elected Mayor but the elected
office of Mayor was left to the

mercy of the rnment as he
or she o be removed by

ad trat »
T":gy’ ‘ rlcmg'tng to
Awarmi lﬂ"l.lt Matiya Chow

dhury opposed the provision of
reserved scats for women in
corporations

1311, -

2 cloth-merchants
housewife robbed
of Tk 3.27 lakh

By DMCH Correspondent
Two cloth-merchants and a
housewife were robbed of Taka
3.27 lakh in scparate incidents
at Nawabpur and Folder Street
in the city Tuc mo

One of the cloth-merchants,
Shabbir Ahmed Chaudhury was
stabbed and was treated”at the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH).

While two brothers Shabbir
Ahmed Chaudhury and Kabir
Ahmed Chaudhury, both cleth-
merchants, were going to
by a rickshaw, they
were waylaid by m s who
snatched
Taka 2,26,.500 in cash and
Taka 90,000 in Bank Demand
Draft (DD) at Nawabpur at
around 7 am :

Both the hers came to
Dhaka yesterday morning from
Hnuhdz:..r, Sylhet to buy
cloth, they said.

in another incident, a
housewife Shahana Begum was
robbed of Taka 11,000 in cash
at Folder Street at around 8:30
am yesterday while she was
returning to her Joginagar
residence in a rici:hmr

Two muggers nn
aulo- rltklhu!lr Iﬂprd
snhatched the cas m

point, police said.
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Programmes to

observe
Shaheed Day

The government yesterday
announced claborate pro-
for observing in a be-

.Eitung manner the Shaheed

Day in commemoration of lan-
guage marirys, reports UNB.

The day is a public holiday.

The national flag will [ly
half-mast atop all government,
non-government buildings and
educational institutions.

Milad-mahfil and Quran
Khwani will be held in all
mosques of the country for
peace on the marlyrs departed
souls.

Radio and television will put
up special programmes ahd
newspapers will bring: out
special supplements on the
day, great Ekushey February.

Some important road-is-
lands in the city will be deco-

rated with festoons inscribed |

with Bangla alphabets. A musi-
cal soirec will be staged al
Ramna Batamool where
artistes from various cultural
groups will rcndl:r patriotic
songs.

Foreign missions in Dhak,a
will place [loral wreaths at the
Central Shahecd Minar, Fateha
will also be offered at Azimpur
graveyard for pace of the de-
parted souls,

The day will ‘also be ob-
served with due selemnity by
Bangladesh missions abroad.

Similar programmes will be
arranged al district and thana
levels tg mark the day.

Khaleda reviews
Ansar parade

SHAFIPUR (Gazipur), Feb
16: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today said Ansar
and VDP (Village Defence
PParty) would have to play a
bold role in maintai peace
and ,stability in national life to
mike the present develop-

ment drive a success, reports .

UNE. |

Peace, discipline an stability
are prerequisites for develop-
ment. As a well-disciplined
worklorce, you have to play a
strong role in this re ., she
told the 16th National Ral]j' of
Ansar and VDP at the Ansar
Academy this morning.

On arrival at the- parade
ground of the academy in a
cercmonial motorcade, the
Prime Minister ‘was received
by Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury and Director
General of Ansar and VDP Maj
Gen Syed Badruzzaman.

Begum Zia reviewed the pa-
rade and took salute of contin-
gents which also included
woman members of the force.

The women of Ansar and
VDP also put up a colourful
Kaleidoscopic display with dif-
ferent development slogans
and inspiratiortal pictures of
the Prime Minister and
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman. :

Gen Osmany
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through integration of free-
donmr and sovereignty and
:::;h the flag of democracy

igh.”

Jatiya Janata Party, founded
by Gen Osmany observed the
day through hoisting party flag
at halfl mast and black flag n:t
its offices all over the country
and through holding milad
mahfil, destitute feeding and
discussion on the life and ac-
tivities of the valiant freedom

fghter. _

: ir Os Samaj-
seba O Gabeshana Parishad”
observed the da through
placing wreath at t}’nc mazar of
late Gen Osmany at Sylhet. The
parishad also organised milad
mahfil and offeéring of special
munajat at Baitul Mokarram

Mosque and a memorial
meeting. |
‘Bangabir Osmany Smriti

Parishad' organised a seminar
on 'Liberation War, parliamen-
ua.ry democracy and Osmany’ at

the auditorium of J Press
Club in observance of

Deputy Leader of
in the Parlfament Abdus Samad
Azad, Secretary General of
Workers Party Rashed Khan
Menon MP, former Chief
Justice Kemaluddin Hussain,
Shah MP, Maj. Gen
[retd]) Kazi Gholam Dastagir,
Brig [retd). Firoz Salahuddin
and Parishad leaders took part
in the seminar.

Abdus Samad Azad recalled
the glorious role played by
Gen. Osmany in the War of
Liberation of the country and
satd his lfe was the best ex-
ample of sacrifices made by an
individual for the nation.

Rashed Khan Menon re-
called the stand taken by late
Gen. Osmany when he re-
signed f[rom parliament in
protest against switching over
to one-party rule from parlia-.
mentary system.

Describing Gen Osmany as a
very distinguished soldier, Maj.
Gen. Dastagir said Osmany had
never compromised with the
interest of the nation and its
people.

Kemaluddin Hussain said an

and conscientious per-
son Oen. Oamany was
rare in our country. He u
the democratic values and
contributed to framing the
country’s Constitution in 1973,
Mr Hussain said.

i
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Russia to support India
on Kashmir issue

NEW DELHI, Feb 16: Russia hﬂlylllurcd
of Pakistan pac
issue at the United Nations. At the Furdgn
held here as a follow-up to the Russian
Boris Yeltsin's recent visit to India, it was

uitraimdth:pou

meeting

to India
up the Kashmir
oA -level

that the

' delegations of the two countries at the UN and other interna-
tinnnlﬁ:rawuuldhmﬁuninmmuhnﬁunmthmhothtr re-

ports PTL.

Victoria college closed
as JCD, BCL clash

COMILLA, Feb 16: ca:m{bl:gula;mm Government
an armed clash between activists o

was closed today

till

Colhgé
20 after
Chhatra and

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal left 7 students injured. The college
authorities closed the campus to avert ﬁirlh:r untoward inci-

dent, reports UNB.

Mahathir holds
talks with
* Sharif

ISLAMABAD, Feb 16: Malay-
sian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad and Plklltﬁll
count Nawaz Sharil held
formal talks Monday focusing
on economic cooperation
between their two countries,
reports AFP.

Mahathir, who arrived
Sunday for a four-day visit,
agreed with Sharif on "broad

rinc
ance in bilateral trade, an
official statement said. :

Figures for 1991 showed a
Pakistani trade deficit of 337
million dollars with
Palm oil accounted for over 90
per cent on Malaysia's :l:purtl

Inthhmntly
Concrete measures to

tackle the imbalance will be
discussed by relevant mints-
ters on Tue , the statement
said, adding that officials

would also discuss sending

more Pakistani expatriate
workers to

The two I:nd:r: also re-
viewed international and re-

gbm] hsm
CEC: Recountmg
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"I am now satisficd after the
ballots, some, of which were
nol cancelled in accordance
with laws concerned, have
been recounted”, Justice
Choudhury told reporters just
aflter the official declaration of
the by-poll results yesterday
morning.

Replying to a question, the
CEC said that the ballots had
been recounted to establish
;:mpcnpk'l right to know the

"It doesn’'t matter who has
polled how many votes in the
eyes of the law”, he said
that the people should be

made to understand the
sub _
Asked i he that the

by-poll controversy was over
with the fresh declaration of
its results based on the
recounting of voles, Justice
Choudhury remmrked, "There
is no end to anything in the
world.”

When his attention was
drawn to the Awami League's
allegation of vote rigging in the
Mirpur poll, smiling Injustice
Rouf smiling by asserted, "The
matter is

The Commission had acted
protecting its independence,
not being iInfluenced by
anybody, he said emphatically.

When reporters demanded
claboration on his comment
‘political matter’, the CEC
noted, "It needs not to be
elaborated.”

K M Jahangir, chief polling
agent of the AL candidate
Kamal Ahmed Majumder, in
his post-result announcegent
reaction reiterated his earlier
statement, "We did not want
recounting, rather we deman-
ded repolling. We have par-
ticipated in the recounting
process just to uphold the
prestige and dignity of the EC

as an independent consti-
tutional organ”
Talking to pressmen,

Jahangir said. "We are happy
that the EC has played a bold
and courageous role concer-
ning the much-debated by-
election despite many a thing
occurred centering the poll's
results.”

Syed Mohammad Mohsin of
the BNP who won the by-poll,
in a quick reaction to The
Daily Star said, "We did not
object to the EC-dircoted
recounting despilc unprece-
dented holding of the by-
election since we believe in
democracy. "Big tasks await
me in the days te come as
voters
have elected me their repre.
sentative to the Parllament”,
Mohsin stated and sought
cooperation of all concerned to
carry out his responsibilitics.

Mohsin's closest rival in the
by-electton battle, Kamal
Majumder of the AL was notl
available at the EC Secretariat

for his instant reaction to the
der's principal polling !1:.‘
mrmpnlid

fresh results.
KM Jahangir told
exploring all possible lepu

However, Kamal Maj um-
ent, his party was

steps regardings what
termed, the cnnlmwrlld
results of the by-poll.

iples” for tackling an fm-

Section 144 in
, Ch

CHANDPUR, Feb 18: The
district administration today
imposed section 144 on the

town as well as the
of Hasan Al H 1
where Chatak- Nirmul

Committee was to hold a pub-
I!cmatﬂr'.upmum
thnmm

lhl:dilhﬁﬂlﬂlnf

Dal suddenly called for
mecting and gaibana
thtlchoo ground
Nirmul Committee
3 pm was sched-

t

naza at
whcrcthe
meeting at
uled carlier.

The central leaders of
Nirmul Commitice at a press
conference held at the Dak
Bunglow later in the evening
condemned the authorities’
step which they said was to hll
their meeting.

Hartal observed
in Rangpur
From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Feb 16 : A
down-to-dusk hartal was ob-
scrved here on Tuesday de-
manding the immediate re-
lcase of Jatiya Party legders
including the newly clected
chairman of the local
pourashava, Sharfuddin Ahmed
Jhantul

The hartal was called by the
Jatiya Party as the Court re-.
jected the bail petition of the
newly elected chairman.

A case was filed against on
October 10 last year in con-
ficction with the terrorist ac-
tivitiecs near Shapla Chattar,
Dhadea.

Since then, Sharfuddin was
absconding and he has been
clected chajrppan in absentia.

Non-tourist
From Page | Col 7
contrary to the rules.

The amendment also added
that a non-tourist passenger
from the SAARC countrics and
from some South-East Asian
countries— Thailand, Singa-
pore, Malaysia and Myanmar
can bring goods worth about
Taka 3000 and from the other
countries goods worth about
Taka 10,000 without any duty.
But a passenger is not allowed
to bring one item of more
than six pieces, the recent
amendment included.
lheﬁ customs source said that

government al-
low 200 tolas of gold orna-
ments for a non-tourist pas-
scnger without any duty but it
does not allow any silver or-
namcnt.

It was proposed by the cus-
toms authority to silver
ernaments but it was nol in-
cluded in the recent amend-
ment, said the source.

Police fire

From Page | Col 5

Witnesses said that the
workers uprooted the rail-
tracks a barricaded the
roads disrupting communica-
tions for several

Police charged batons and
lobbed teargas shells to dis-
perse the agitated workers.

Condition of one of Mon-
day's injured wor-
kers. deteriorated at Dhaka
Medical College : >

Out * Stafl Correspondent
from Chittagong said that the
communications remained dis-
rupted for the day because of
ru:d and rafltrack barricade by

te and workers.

Mﬁh mtmdtphycd in the
troubled industrial region but
they did not take any action to
remove the barricade, wit-
nesses said.

Our Naray

t-urrt
spondent npnr!ﬁ I}Ll there

was noe barricade ncar the
Adamjee Jutce Mills on the
Dhaka- and Dhaka -
Chit rgad on the second
day sday] but that the
workers stayed a from du-
ties protesting 's police
acien.

More than 40 weorkers were
infured, six sertou on the
first day s clashes police.

Meanwhile, the Action
Committee thanked the work-
ers for making the 48-hour

mme as success and
ur them to observe agita-
tion day Wednesday to protest
the . "police atrocities™ on
workers.



