)

Mirza Abbas and Tofael Ahmed having a chat at EC Office

yesterday.
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the Election Commissioner,
came aller the Awami Lcague
hotly disputed the results an-
nounced by the Returning
Officer.

Though the Awami League
welcomed the recounting as a
victory, its candidate's chief
polling agent K M Jahangir MP
filed another petition with the
Election Commissfon urging
repolling in the constituency.

[n his petition, filed just be-
fore the recounting of the bal-
lots, Jahangir urged the Chief
Election Commissioner to or-
der a fresh poll "rejecting and
ignoring the ballots manipu-
lated from the control room
set up at Mirpur.”

In a joint hearing of the pe-
tition the Chiel Election
Commissfoner and the
Election Commissioner re-
Jectzd the plea. They said "the
Returning Officer on behalf of
the Election Commission un-
der Article 42 of People's
Representation Order 1972
retained the sealed s con-
taining the sealed packets of
the clection materials in- the
double lock of the Dhaka
Treasury. The Secretary of the
Commission - visited the
Treasury and found these ma-
tenals under proper custod
and full care.” |

“The petition is disposed of

accordingly,” they said in their

verdict,

In his reaction K M
Jahangir told waiting reporters
"the Election Commission is an
independent body and it has
given its independent opinion.
We have nothing to say about
jr." :

But he said "il there is any
legal scope we will consider.”

In his 11-page hand-written
petition Jahangir alleged that
local people (of Mirpur) have
recovered ballot from a
heap of ash only yesterday
which indicated that ballot pa-

showing the casting in
avour of the Awami League
nominee had been taken out of
the box and it is learnt that
ballot rs were scaled in
favour of BNP nominee and
stufled in the ballot box with
the conspiracies of the presid-
ing officer with connivance of
the Returning Officer.

in contrast to previous vio-
lence the recounting went off
smoothly barring occasional
exchange of arguments by the
representatives of the BNP and
the Awami .

A strict Chiel Election
Commisstoner presided over
the recounting of the ballots as
officials were pouring them
onto seven tablcs manned by
election officials and represen-

tatives of the candidates.
Justice Chowdhury who sat
almost throughout the

recounting process made it
clear at the beginning that no
disorder would be allowed.

"Il any one has anything 1o

about the counti I
:?hrlit it In w'rﬂin;.*Fry TF:

grace of Allah we want 1o com-

plete this s in a disci
plined manner,”~ Justice
Chowdhury said as the

Returning Officer ordered the
ballots te be placed on the La-
bles around 1 1:03 am

It s a quasi-jfudicial process

One shot dead

Prom Page 1 Col 5
we s and captured two
persons identified as Shafiqur
and Harunur Rashid. Later they
handed over Shafigue and

Harun 0 Ramna police.

Jokes

From Page 1 Col 5
Mtical contents of the jokes
were not for the press, saild
both Huda and Tolase!

Arriving at the Election
Commission office almost the
same time Tofael and Huda left
the recounting venue together
around 6 pm

I was not known if they lefl
by the same car

But Wurks Mintster Rafiqul
Islsen Miah had one quip: From
now on we cx to serc
Tefael's lace more often on
teievision.

——Star photo

By-poll : No change

and everyone presen! here will
have te act accordingly,”
Justice Chowdhury said.

The ballots were inside
‘seven sealed jute bags. Each
bag contained 18 packets of
enveloped and scaled packets
for 18 candidales, a result
shect signed by the presiding
officer and another sealed en-
velop for cancelled votes.

Earlier, when the ballot
bags were brought to the coun-
ting room the Chief Election
Commissioner personally che-
cked them.

The ballots for the two main
contenders (of BNP and the
Awami League candidates)
were pushed aside to make
way for the counting of the
votes received by 16 other
candidates.

It took little to finish re-
counting the ballots of the 16
candidates that also included
the contestant from the Jatiya

Then began the recounting
of BNP and AL ballots. Each
envelope took an average of 20
minutes to recount.

However, the start of the
recounting was briefly delayed
as Tofael Ahmed, the Awami
League spokesman, wanted to
know about the procedure.
Works Minister Barrister Rafl-
qul Islam Miah protecting the
BNP interests was not happy.

" Like they do during parha-
mentary debate the Works
Minister said there was no
scope given to the BNP candi-
date to register his com-
plaints with the Election

, Commission as the Awami

lLeague did. The Chief Election
Commissioner quickly took
control of the situation and

made the two leaders quiet.
He said every candidate had

enough time to lodge com-
plaints with the Election
Commission.

But therr entered K M

Jahangir, MP, the chiel polling

agent of the Awami League
candidate Kamal Ahmed
Majumder.

As he tried to make a point
Salahuddin Ahmed MP. the
BNP candidate's chiefl polling
agent, objected. This dust also
settled down quickly with both
partics they have com-
plete [aith in the Election
Commission.

At this stage to make things
smoother the Chiel Election
Commissioner asked the BNP
and the AL to nominate their
spokesmen so that too many
voices did not disrupt the re-
counting process.

Thus Information Minister
Nazmul Huda became the BNP
candidate’'s spokesman and
Tofael Ahmed MP, the Awami
League candidate's.

During the recounting the
Chiefl Election Commissioner
aided by Election Commissio-
ner Justice Meshbauddin Ah-
med summarily disposed of
more than 100 objections from
both parties,

A major objection was to
the ballots where voters put
the stamps twice. A total of 16
such ballots, eight each for the
BNP and the Al. candidates,
were found. The Chiefl Election
Commissioner used magnifying
glasses and torch-lights to ex-
amine the validity of these bal-
lots. All of them were found
valid as they did not cross the

lnes

iii_.l:l i1 1ok at least 45 min
utes to decide the fate of these
lallots

The NP lcaders who were
present al different stages of
the recounting included Naz-
mul Huda, Barrister Rafiqu!
Islam, Quamrus Islam MP, Lt
Genlreid)] Mir Shawkat Al
Sarder Shakwat Hossain Bakul
MP, Salahuddin Ahmed MP
and Amanullah Aman MP.

The Awami League side was
represented also by Shamsul
Huq, Matia Chowdhury, Abul
Hasan Chowdhury, Mirza Azam,
Shahjahan Khan and ASM
Feroz, all Members of Parlia
ment. The Awami League lea
der K S Nabi, lawyer for tha
party's candidate, was also

presend
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| 40 hurt as JCD,

BCL resume feud
in Sirajgan)

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 15: Some
40 people were injured, seven
seriously, as the student ac-
tivists of ruling BNP and oppo-
sition Awami Le resumed
their feud here today, reports
UNB.

Witnesses said Police fired
5 teargas shells to disperse the
militants as the activists of
Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Chhatra League clashed with
dao, iron rod, cocktail and
handbomb on the Mujib and
Victoria roads. The seven seri-
ously injured were identified
as Sukhen Kumar Das, Abu
Masum Rana, Jahid and Rafiqul
of JCD and Aurun and Alauddin
of BCL. They were admitted to
Sirajganj General Hospital.

The clash erupted as a se-
quel to Sunday's fighting be-
tween the two groups that left
at least 19 injured in
Saydhangara area in the town.

To retaliate yesterday's al-
leged attack on them, JCD
workers reportedly swooped
on the bastion of BCL on the
Victoria Quarter road at 11
this moming.

Barricade

From Page ] Col 7
disinvestment policy and re-

trenchment in mills and fac-

tories.
Our Nara Correspon-
dent adds: Police rubber

bullets, lobbed teargas shells
and batons to disperse
several thousand agitated
workers of Adamjee Jute Mills
near Shidhirganj power
station, injuring more than 40
workers, six seriously,
witnesses said.

The workers pelied stones
and made their way towards
the Kanchpur Bridge but were
unsuccessful in their effort in
the face of stiff police resis-
tance, they said.

After more than one hour of
clashes four bullet injured

workers were rushed to Dhaka

Medical Hospital and two
others were admitted to
Narayangan] Sadar Hospital,
sources said. ;
Police alleged that the
workers had hurled cocktails

‘at them.

Near the Kanchpur Bridge
several thousand workers from
Latif Bawani and Ahmed
Bawani "Jute Mills barricaded
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway
and clashed with police who
went to clear the road.

At least 30 people were in-
fured in clashes before the
workers left the place.

Communication became
normal 'in these routes after
scveral hours of disruption,
witnesses said.

in Adamjee Jute Mills pro-
duction was almost normal on
the day despite the barricade
programmes, official sources
said. Leaders of the Adamjee
Collective Bargning Agents
(CBA) reportedly urged the
workers to resume duties at
around 10 am, mill sources
said.

On the Dhaka-Aricha
Highway, textile workers put
barricades near N hat but
they were removed by police.
The workers stoned dam-
aged a number of vehicles dur-
ing the clashes and afterwards.

There was no agitation in
Tong! area, a traditional
stronghold of the textfle work-
ers, and road and rail com-
munications stayed normal.

Railway sources said that
there were minor disruptions
in the Dhaka-Chittagong,
Kishoreganj-Bhairab and
Khulna-Jessore routes, but that

train services were normal.
Clashes were also reported

from Khulna and Jessore
where more than B0 peopic
were injured.

Later in the evening, lead-
ers of the Jute and Textile
Workers Action Commillce
claimed at a press conference
in the city that the pro
grammes were completely ob-
scrved across the country.

They accused the govern-
ment of breaching a previous
agreement with the workers
and said that their agitation
would continue umtil the de-
mands were met

They told reporters that
police and BDR action on the
workers al Kanchpur,
Siddhirgan], Kishoregan| and
Savar left at Jeast 300
wounded, some with bullet.
Police also picked up a number
of leaders and workers enforc-
ing the blockade, the leaders
claimed

Convenor of the Jute
Workers Action Committee
Abul Bashar, textile workers
leader Igbal Majumder and
other leaders including Lutfar
Rahman, Shah Alam, Anwara
Begum and Badrul Alam Khan
were alse present at the press
conference.

Stall Correspondent {rom
Chittagong adds: Rafl and road
communication from Chitt-
agong with other parts of the
country were snapped during
the programme being
by jute and textile. mills
workers and employees at
Barabkundu point wunder
Sitakundu thana on Dhaka-
Chittagong h :

Witnesscs a police said
about 2000 workers and em-
ployees put up the barricade
there demanding enhanced

wages.

gLyl
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city yesterday.

From Page 1 Col 7

She emphasised the nced
for developing the local  gov-
ernments as the basic institu-
tions for evolving dynamic and
people-oriented lcadership at
the national level.

Referring to the
Constitution of the high pow-
cred “Local Government
Review Commission,” Begum
Zia said as per the recommen-
dations of the Commission the
Unioh Parishad had been made
the basic unit of the local
structure in Bangladesh.

Union Parishad has been
given the status of administra-
tive unit, its term been raised
from three to five years, she
said adding steps are being
taken to place 14 specific ar-
eas under union parishad
jurisdiction for raising taxes.

Necessary laws and rules
would be [lramed soon. she
added.

The conference was also
addressed by LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdus
Salam Talukder, Deputy Min-
ister for LGRD and Coope-
ratives Abdul Hye, Secretary of
Local Government Division
Mushfigur Rahman, Joint
Secretary of Local Government
Division Nazmul Alam Siddiqui.
One Union Parishad Chairman
from cach division of the
couniry also spoke on the
occasion. They were Habibur
Rahman of Melandaha under
Jamalpur district from Dhaka
Division, Nurul Alam of
Jhalakati district from Darisal
Division, Nazim Uddin Ahmed
of Magura from Khulna Division
and Abdul Momin Talukder of
Char Ghat from Rajshahi
Division and Golam Kibria
Chowdhury of Sandwip from
Chittagong Division. Anil Tong
Chonga Chairman of Chan-
drogona Union Parishad also
addressed the conference.

The Prime Minister said
her government had initiated a
new wave of rural-based and
people-oriented development
programme and the responsi-
bilities of Union Parishad
Chairman have increased
manifold as the entire
development of the country
depended on their effective
role. Referring to the various
programmes taken up by her
government including poverty
alleviation, mass education,
compulsory primary education,

- make

[y ar
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PM: UP chairmen |

expansion of female education,
[rec female education upto
class eight in rural areas,

Begum Zia asked them to

motivate girls in rural areas to

use of the new
educational oppo
bring all the children under
compulsory primary education.
In her motivation speech, the
Prime Minister said the UP
Chairman should set up
examples by involving them-
selves in the task of ensuring
pollution-free environment,
healthy living and usec of purc
drinking water, controlling
population growth, and trec
plantation programmes.

The Prime Minister under-

lined the need for encouraging |

the people to set up cotlage
industries, small dairy, poullry
and pisciculture farms, adopl
modern agricultural methods
and pursue rdpid income-gen-
erating and employment-ori-
ented activities.

Begum Zia felicitated the
ncwly-elected chairmen, who
hold the leadership at the
grass root level, and told them
that the prolonged coulonial
subjugation was the main cause
of our present extreme poverty
and d .

She said every nation has its
own development tradition
and it can neither be imported
or exported. The people are
the driving force behind de-
velopment, she said and
stressed the need for effective
coordination between pcople
and the soil for uplift.

The Prime Minister rem-
ined the chairmen that
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman had perceived the
idea of "Swanirvar Gram (self-
reliant village]” and carried out
varfous for build-
ing representative and devel-
opment-oriented leadership at
the grass-rool level.

About the problems of the
Chairmen, the Prime Minister
said these would be solved in

phases. "Let us first solve the -

problems of the ple one by
one ahd then all other prob-
lems will be taken care ol,” she
said.

Salam Talukder, in his
speech, said the government
would consider to fulfil the
demands of the Chairmen of
increasing their honorarium
among other things.

JS : CMM to probe

From Page 1 Col 7
Speaker of the House that vir-
tually Lantamounted to an at-
tack on : A

"The House must ensure
protection of the rights and
privileges of the people repre-
scntatives’, the Opposition
MPs said, adding how dare the
police beat the Chiel Whip of
the Opposition in Parliament?

Formation of a parltamen-
tary committee headed by the
Spcaker to probe the incident
and ensure exemplary pun
ishment to those responsible

for the heinoua act was the

only way to put the police
atrocity against a people's rep-
resentative 1o an end, the
Opposition MPs observed.

The Treasury benchers
were also sympathetic to
Mohammad Nasim and ex
pressed their regrets over the
incident.

Rashed Khan Menon MP of
the Workers Party while dis-
cussing the issue said Lhat i
was nol an isolated incident.

Menon said that the Prime
Minister seemed busy resent-
ing people who observed har
tal. 'But she should recollect
that it was hartlals against au-
tocracy that took her to power,
Menon argued.

Hé also suggested that the
ruling party show respect to
political opponents with a view
to commanding Opposition re-
spect for the incumbents.

Tofael Ahmed of the Awami
League told the House that the
poelice attack on Nasim
February 6, the ransack of the
AL office February 10 by
masked people with arms, the
Elhcc atrocities inst

bourers proved that
political situation of the ousted
Ershad regime was yet to be
c

The AL leader felt’ that the

ruling party had failed to
change the situation that pre-
vailed under an autocratic

regime,
Suranjit Sengupta of the
Gonotantri observed that

the police physically assault
the common man eve y in
complete violative of the
Constitution of the country.

The democratically elected
Parliament should adopt effec-
tive ‘measures to stop these
police assaults on the citizens
forever, Suranjit felt.

Shajahan Siraj of the Jatiya
Samajtanrik Dal (JSD) accused
the government ol trying to
make the country a police

Raliqul Islam Miah,
Minister for Public Works, in
his winding up speech ex
pressed regret over the police
assault on the Chief Whip of
the Opposftion and conveyed
his sympathy, on behalfl of the
government to Nasim.

The Minister, however, told
the House that frequent ob-
serving of hartal against a
democratically elected gov-

ernment could net be justified

utboratle roginesd aguinat an

Other who participaled in
the discussion included,
among others, Abdus Samad

Azad, Sheikh Fazlul Kari
Sclim, Moudud Ahmt'gl,

Maolana Abdus Sobhan and
Wing Commander ([retd)
u

| 1r:maills hartal

in Rangpur

From Our C dent

RANGPUR. Feb 15 Jatiya
Party WP) has called hartal
here lomorrow fatled to
O e i St
elected mu y n
of Ra town, Sharfuddin

Ahmed today

A section of demonstrating Union Parishad chairmen in front of the National Press Clubin

—Star photo

rtunities and,

Ekushey

From Page |1 Col B

was not stimulating the new
gencrations to build up the
country, they remarked.

The programme began at 4
pm in the Bangla Academy
premises with the song "Amar
Bhaier Rokte Ekushcy
February, Ami Ki Bhulite Pari
.... while Prof Mamtazur
Rahman Tarafder gave the first
lecture of the 'Ekushey Bok-
tritamala series of Ekushey
lecture at the function. Direc-
tor General of Bangla Academy
Prof Harun-Ur-Rashid deli-
vered the address of welcome
while advocate Gazi Shamsur
Rahman presided over the
inaugural function,

Mamtazur Rahman Taralder
recounting the story of the
emergence of the nation said
that mainly the middle class of
that time had come out in the
street to establish their right
to rule themselves. But their
interest coincided with that of
the mass people, leading to an
allout movement throughout
the country, he mentioned.

The medivm of education of
most of the cducated people
during the British rulc was
English, but they were practis-
ing Bengali in all other
aspects, he said, referring to
the factors that created an at-
mosphere for the emergence
of a nation way before the
movement.

Prof Harun-ur-Rashid said
the need of the time was to
build the nation utilising the
spirit of Ekushey.

As part of the Ekushey pro-
gramme organised by the
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote,
Sanglap Group Theatre staged
'Ora Katha Bale' at the Central
Shaheed Minar in the after-
noon.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy has plan-
ned a two-day Ekushey pro-
gramme from February 20. The
programme will include dis-
cussion meeting, recitation,
musical spiree and laying
wreaths at the Central Sha-
heed Minar. -

Today's programme of
Bangla : Discussion on
an article titled "Development
of Books in Ban h: Role of

. Prof Mohammad Sha-
rif Hossain will
while Sadat Ali, Prof Amirul
Alam Khan, Mohammad Sham-
sul Islam Khan, AF Fazlul Majid
and Hasina Begum will take
part in the discussion. The
meecling to be presided over by
Abdun Noor will be followed by
a musical soiree.

Dock workers
From ["age | Col 8
Fire B personnel and
rt officials on receipt of in-
rimatfon rushed to the spot
and fought the blaze that began
at @ am for one and half hour.
The general cargo ship
caught fire as the dolgh work-
ers were ¢ in unloading
the cargo, port officials said.
Meanwhile, Chittagong Port

Authority constituted a three-
member enquiry commitice to

asscss the incident and extent
of damage. The commilice has
been ordered by the Authority
to submil a report on the ind-
dent within the next ten days.
The local agent of the vessel
mu Shipping Ltd sources
that MV Horn arrived
Chittagong Port February 13
with 2518 metric tons of gen-
eral cargo including chemicals
from a South Korcan port and
was scheduled to sail tomor-
row for Calcutia port. But due
to the fire incident its sailing
will be delayed, sources said.
The 106-meter-long ship
with DWT 6542 MT captained
by a Korean national Choi Dae
Jull has about 25 crew mem-
bers on board, nt sources
said adding that they were all
safe. However it could not be
known whether the victims'
dependents would be provided
with any compensation.

Basanta Mela
in Khulna
KHULNA, Feb 1IB: Week

long Basanta Mela b't'ln Al
Khuina Zila School nd to-

day. Organised by
Small and Cot
Corporation IC) the fair

was formally inaugurated by
Khulna City Corporation Mayor

" Sheikh Tayebur Rahman, re-

ports BSS.

improvement”
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Delhi's fresh move to
solve Kashmir problem

SRINAGAR, Feb 15: The centre today

inftiated a fresh

move (o find a solution to the Kashmir problem ; with the
Minister of State for Home (Internal Security), Rajesh Plot,
cstablishing contact with the people in the valley soén after
his arrival here on the first day of the three-day visit of the
state, Pilot flew to Sopore, 55 km from here in north
Kashmir, the scene ol firing and arson last month and later to

Anantag, reports PTI.

Germans to adopt children
from Bosnia's raped women

BONN, Feb 156: Hundreds of German couples want to adopt

children from women ra

in war-stricken Bosnia and
Croatia, German Television said today. The documen

tary pa-

naroma gquoted the leader of the central Adoption Bureau in

Northern Germany, Rolf Bach, as saying
lcast 50 adoption applications from

he had recetved at
parents who were hoping

for babies rejected by their real mnt:. reports Reuter.
Saifur : Slow pace

From Page 1 Col 4
ted, "We have achicved brin-
ging down the system loss in
the power sector [rom 44 per
cent to 36 per cent within a
very short time."

He added that the World
Bank would "seriously consider
a 136 million dollar project for
the power sector, if "further
could be
achieved.

He noted that the Bank also
asked the governmenl to re-
duce the system loss in the
water supply networks in the
citics,

On private scelor p'nrticipa-'

tion, the Finance Minister

agreed that they should be al-

lowed in the power, telecom-
munication and the energy
sectors.

"We should seriously look
into the four or five private
sector proposals in the gas
sector and also allow private
seclor participation in the
telecommunication sector.” He
added that private sector par-
ticipation in the power sector
similar to those undertaken in
neighbouring countries could
also be considered.

Deseribing his visit as an ©
excellent” one, the Finance
Minister said : " The purpose
of the visit was to review the
progress of the ongoing World
Bank funded projects and to
set a stage for a fruitful and
productive aid consortium
meeting” in Paris in April

The Finance Minister said
that the World Bank is secking
optimum utilisation of aid
with "more emphasis on eflec-
tive implementation”, rather
than making big pledges.

This, he added, would most
likely be reflected in the up-
coming ald consortium meet-
ing. "Attention this year would
be¢ on aid disbursement rather
than on pledges.”

Saying that "sufficient” im-
provement weuld be made 1o
crcate  conditions for higher
disbursement, Rahman added
"our disbursement level next
year will be much higher than
. this year's."

He said that the Bank may
disburse about 700 millon US
dollars during the next fiscal
year | 1993-94) and added
that donors had given indica-
tions of a volume that can help
the country in sizing its annual
development budget te the
tune of Taka 10,000 crore, in
line with the governmentl's
projected growth rate of five
per cent. Rahman noted that
the World Bank had endorsed
a Bangladesh proposal to re-
allocate Bank funds from lcast
absorptive projects to priority
ones,

The Annual Development
Plan for the current fiscal year
stands at Taka B 600 crore
while the total ald disburse-
ment including that from the
World Bank is likely to reach
1,200 million dollars.

Because ol a bumper pro-
duction this year, the Finance
Minister said, the 'country
would not seek food aid at the
next Aid Club mecting.

He made it clear to the
World Bank, he added, that the
country would nolt accept any
conditionalities from the
donors that did not conform to
the development necds of
Bangladesh.

"We will only receive com-
modity assistance that con-
forma to our development
programmes in poverty reduc-
tion, employment generation
and in the health and educa-
tion seetors.” !

As an example, he cited
that during his visit he re-
jected the proposed Bank
credit on agriculture sector on
condition of withdrawing the
government decision on waiv-
ing farm loan uptd Taka 5,000,
The proposed amount of
credit was to the tune of 70
million dollars.

On the jute sector restruc-
luring programme, expected
te be initiated from July next,
Rahman said that the World
Bank has accepled a m
ment proposal and that a bank
mission led by its country di-
rector was expected in the
capital soon to hold further
discussions.

He said that the Bank had
offered 180 milljon dollars for
the , bt he added,
the government had asked
"for more”.

The Finance Minister said

that the jute millé would be
provided with "interim sup- .
port consistent with their [i-
nancial viabflities and with the
resources of the banks.”

lie cautioned that contin-
ued wage hikes would render
the restructuring
ineffective. Quoting World
Bank Viee President Joseph
Woods, as having written in a
recent letter, Rahman said *
further increases would
undermine the ( jute sector)
reform programme and the
staggering losses in the sector
would contirtue.”

Overall, the Finance Minis-

 ter noted that the World Bank

identified Bangladesh as a -
success story” in the economic
reform programmes underta-
ken by many countries around
the world.

"But we are not getling the
results because of the contin-
ued political unrest in the
country.”

Referring to a series of re-
cent hartals, which he termed
as "most discouraging and a
disgrace”, Rahman noled that
the International Finance Ceor-
poration President Sir William
Ryrie,who was visiting at the
time, exprossed "serious di-
senchantment” about the de-
velopments.

"We seem lo have a hartal,
non-cooperation and boycott
phobia,” he said, "hartal is

" economic suicide, it's blocking

all the prospects of the coun-
iry to moving towards decvel-
opment by deteriorating the
climate.”"

He added that if the " polil-
ical divisiveness”™ in the eco-
nomic arena could be con-
tained for at least three years
"we could go a long way as fund
is not a problem but it's the
climate - which deters our

progress.”
AL : Walkout
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siaging of a walk out and the
Awami League members [ol-
lowed him.

The Speaker, Shatkh

. said that it had
become very difficult to run
the house as it had become a
practice of speaking outside
the rules of procedure.

He pointed out that the
ncwspapers were running sto-
ries on such discussion outside
rules of procedure as unsched-
uled debate and pleaded that

henceforth the pers
should write ob that
such discussion been held

outside the rules of proce-
dures, :

Expressing his annoyance,
the Speaker said it was also
not fair to talk about gtvtnf
resignation and staging o
walkout if the chair would not
allow anyone to speak in the
house beyond the rules of
procedure.

The Workers Party Member
Rashed Khan Menon took the
Noor as the Awami League
members staged the walkout
and wanted to discuss the re-
ported firing incident at the
Adamjee Jute Mills yesterday.

The Speaker also did not
allow him to speak on the is-
sue outside the rules of proce-
dure. As the chair advised the
Workers Party member to give
a notice for discussion, Menon
resumed his seat.

The Awami League mem-
bers, however, returned to the
house after about 10 minutes

and participated in the rest of
proceedings.
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