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Spirit of Ekushey Lives On

Other nations honour their dead, their vic-
tories, their founders; Bangladesh is possibly
the only country to set aside a day in honour of
ycars after speaking
Bangla became a basic right. What s the slate
of the language in the only country in the
world where it is a state language?

Less than a fifth of our citizens can read and
write their mother tongue. Of the official 22
per cent who are literate, a large proportion
are barely so. It is one thing to recognize lett-
them together and
understand the message. Literacy has been
high on the list of proclaimed priorities of su-

its language. More than 40

ers; it is another to string

e of his professional integrity, Other speakers paid
CEERlE BoeErIY forced to drop oul ioken strike yesterday 1n | fearicss writings and care for . tributes to the late editor and those who are unable to attend, please offer a
nts, but basic hLl- pressures at home. protest against the recent projecting the truth at any said he rose to the occasion SPECIEI prayer for his dcpancd soul.
cation l!rdmﬂl';:‘t Hf“ While . convenicnt killing in the Rajshahi | o5t a discussion in obser- many a time since he cared for
;;::::q\:l?mdu.. m::::;’ “hovrs and interest- _Ung;:rsit}'- AR vance of his 16th death an- professional approach and Family of Late Khan
' ing material hel asses and scaecu ©f $X° | niversary was ‘told yesterday, weathcred many a storm to ahad ibur Rahman
L}:'::mi:n fl;':r::iiy lhs school keep |t§ aminations were suspended in rcports BSS. uphold the truth. B ur M“j

tic black holes.
Education has an
image problem as
well. A generation
ago, teaching was
highly respected, il

poorly paid. Teday.
pa.ri‘l.‘Euns of success
for the younger gen-

eration are aoften the mother is edu- Od i d -

people who have cated. Just as econ- | 3y ;Eﬂrﬁa}is&lﬁnﬂﬂnh:r;i, ;;:ua Venue . Sl‘ulpa Bank Bhaban {5“’] F]'O'Ol")
education than to ning woman benefits |- ¢ Natyaguru Professor Nurul Cﬂ;?clhur:.n g RE"-‘uk A\?EHUE, Dhaka

making money the the family more | momen, a noted dramatist and : A . Feb 17 11 to 6

fast way. Unless get- dircetly than a man, |} . g vist will be observed today, Organised by the Time . ebruary - a.m. Lo b p.m.

ting an education
can offer a more se-
cure life than, say,
gold smuggling. no
one will be particu-
larly interested in it.
It's time to give lit-

by S. Ban
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The State of Literacy

plains, "We have fun.”

Onc of the main reasons children drop out
of government schools s parents finding the
subject matter irrelevant. NGOs have curricula
that mean something to the rural child. A’
Sylhct-based organization, Friends in Village
Development Bangladesh, produces literacy
leaching material that talks frankly about bad
crops, poverty, hygiene, and equality for

BRAC schoolchildren and their parents de-
cide the hours for class, so that students can
still work in the ficlds and around the house.
This cnsures that potential students are not

students, the impe-
tus [rom home is the
all-deciding factor.
Most rural parents
want their children
to read and writle,
but chances of a
child staying in
school are higher il

cducationists now
know a mother's
cducation has more
inflluence on her
children than their
father's.

In a recent eva-
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Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali

Abdus Salam at the Jatiya Grantha Kendra auditorium yesterday.

JU students
observe

token strike
By JU Correspondent

Students of the Jahan- .

girnagar University observed a

accordance with the strike
called by the All Party Students
Unity (APSU) and the central
students body of the university
JUCSU, -

Nurul Momen's
death anniversary

says a press release,

lic got the Bangla Academy,
Ekushey Padak, Nasiruddin,
Sitara-i-Imtiaz, Mejid-al-Mak-
ki, Tcnashinas, Theatre group
awanrds,

‘Natyaguru Professor Nurul

addressing the 16th death anniversary programme of Editor

........

— Star photo

'Salam to remain a rare
name in journalism'

Abdus Salam, the legendary
editor, is no more but he stays
in the memory of journalists
and countless readers because

prcaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad Shaikh Razzak Al
was the chief guest on the oc-
caslon while the speakers in-
clude former Foreign Minister
Professor Shamsul Hugq,
elderly journalist and former
Editor of the Bangladesh Obs-
crver Obaidul Huq, Professor

"Bangladesh Jatiya Sangbadik
Samity”, the discussion was
presided over by MR Mahbub,
President of the Samity while
General Seccretary ol the
Samity Shamsus Salchen also
spoke.

r

Observer and later of the
Bangladesh Observer repre-
scnts an editorial era which
has only few parallels, he said.

<

Tk 155 cr WB, ADB project
loan spent, JS told

Finance Minister M Satfur
Rahman yesterday told the
Jatiya Sangsad that an esti-
mated amount of Tk 155 crore
has been spent till December
1992 out of a total commit-
ment of Taka 4,412 crore
project loan from World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) reports BSS.

Replying to a question from

d | Mirza Azam (AL-Jamalpur), the

Finance Minister said, till
December 1992 from the time
the. government came to
power, the World Bank com-
mitled a project loan of Taka

2.170 equivalent to US dollars

556 million and the ADB Taka
2242 crore ivalent to US
dollars 575 million.

The committed project
loans from World Bank and
ADB will be spent over a pe-
riod of five to seven years for
implementatjon of the as-
signed projects, the Finance
Minister said.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary from Gonotantry Parly
leader Suranjit Sen Gupta, the
Finance Minister said that
Ban accept such loans
which match with the devel-
opment vision ol the country.

In Milemoriam

4.30 P.M. '

On the occasion of the 16th Death Anniversary
of late Khan Bahadur Mujibur Rahman, a Milad
Mahfil will be held today, the 16th February, 1993,
at CEN (H)-13, Road No. 109, Gulshan, Dhaka at

All relatives and friends are invited. Would
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eracy a makeover: in :E:tﬁi:ab?na l'-_jI:EEF; Momen Foundation' will ar- Speaker Shaikh Razzak BﬂngladEEh.
the age of the con- : (F E range a discussion meeting to- Ali, who worked under late
sumer, il's time to suggest that the Salam in the erstwhile

advcriise education.

The present ad-
ministration's Uni-
versal Primary Edu-
cation plan is a well-
meant if somewhat
Mloundering effort in
that direction. Obs-
tacles on the way
include the problem
of the bureaucratic

black hole: mismanagement {8 a beast that s¢lf-
propagates. Secondly, these children just don't

seem to stay in schooll
Here is where expe

ship

rts suggest the govern-
ment take a helping hand from bodies it has
traditionally had a less-than-fraternal relation-
with: non-governmental organizations.
BRAC's non-formal primary education pro-
gramme has won applause from the four cor-
ners of the world, and more importantly, from
the kids right here at home. Over 6000
schools are bringing literacy and numeracy (o
200,000 village children; By 1997, they plan to
have 100,000 schools. Hardly anyone drops
out, because, as student Sclina Akhter cx

A page from FIVDB's basic education workbook.

main weakness ol
the government plan
is inefficient moni

loring and evalua-
tion. BRAC schools
are surprised with
[requent unannoun-
ced visits from a su-
pervisor. BRAC is
currcntly developing
J rapid cvatualign m

¢thod that will allow a faster assessment of
progress than has so far becen possible.

Government schools are notorfously ncglected

when it comes to statistics, and this method
will hopefully lcad to clearer information on
student achievement.

Hundreds of government-built slogan-plas-
tered cement monstrositics do the countrysidc
in the name of universal education. NGOs savc
money by renting huts from villagers 1o house
schools. 1f we manage our money, and plan as
carefully as these success stories have, the di-
lapidated village schoolrooms will awaken 1o
young voices. More people will read and write,
and Ekushey will be every day.

day on his life and works.

Eminent intellectuals of the !

country will speak on the oc-
caston.

Obituary

Shafiqur Rahman, Chatrman

and Managing Director ol
Chandpur Jute Balers Lid.,
lcading exporter of Raw Jute
and Director of Eastland
insurance Co. Ltd., died of
Lung Canceron Saturday last at
a Cancer Clinic in Mexico, says

Pakistan Observer, recalled his
association with the editor and
said Salam would remain a rare

name in the history of journal-

ism in this country because of
the unique professional quali-
tics he possessed.

Salam's long career as the
Editor of Lhe then Pakistan
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Cararocue Exxisimion on InousTriaL MACHINERY
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February 17-18, 1993

February 18 — 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Welcome to the Catalogue Exhibition on local and imported
machinery and raw materials organised for the first time in

Business Advisory Services Center (BASC)
S| A Project of MIDAS
House No. 91, Road No. 12A, Dhanmondi R.A.
Dhaka-1209

Tel: 812467, Fax: 880-2-813306
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For a smooth, quiet and safety ride
~always rely on GOODFYEAR tyres

B Offers super grip in both wet

and dry conditions

. a press release. | ‘B Good Year maintains Good Year quality .
85 pc small farmers deprived of | = i Tube and Flap
institutional sources' credit | ™5 o B Service faciities avaliable from our

Experis al a sceminar on
“Bank and Agricultural Deve-

and collateral sccurity which
the small farmers cannotl pro-

dition of small farmers, they
observed,

Shafiqur Rahman will be held
tomorrow at Lalmatia Jam-e-

Navana Good Year Tyre Service Centre at

lopment” yestcrday said necarl vide, they said. AlIM Nurul Islam Cho- Masjid (Block-C) after Johar 45 Bm NEQW. Dhaka. m 41935‘4
85 percent of country's small The speakers, including wdhury, Director General of | prayer and later at Baitul ) | _

farmers had no access to agricullure experts, acade- Bangladesh Institute of Bank Mukarram Mosque after Asar

institutional sources of credit, mics. bankers from various Management, presided over prayer.

reporis UND.

According to them, only 1.2
percenl of the [armers who

government, national and pri-
valc organisations, called for
strengthening local vern-

the scminar where 11 papers
were presented in two ses-
sions on various aspects of

He will be burfed at Banani
Graveyard immediately alter

the Janara.

own land upto | acre recefve ment institutions and intro- bank and its role in agricul-
joans from institutional sou- ducing special rural branches  tural development. m
rees while the vast majority is  of Nationalised Commercial Prof M Lutfor Rahman from

forced to go o non-institu-
tional ones like greedy rural

Ranks to gear up rural credit
activity for agricultural devel-

Agriculture University, in his
paper titled “Agricultural

BTV

For all range of Good Year Tyres please
contact our authorised Selling Agents.

60 NAVANA LIMITED

mo lenders. opment. Production and Financi by ! T
Sn»'r:n]l farmers access to Existing rural credit institu- Banks in Bangladesh”, de- 1 Utbdd}
joan from Bangladesh Krishi tfons and Engrammtl. in Fpttt lntr:n;: in [}.jr";t rl'::f-l't: 500  Opening announcement
Bank and NCB's (s limiled, a3 most cases, have proved inef- armers could hard s Al-Quran Programme sum- )
their credit is disbursed on  fective for removing the con- benefit due to mn-_lvnﬂn':lﬂy =i mary o R e 125/A Mﬂtm CA, Dhaka Phones: 255658, 234748, 232212
the basis of land ownership straints in improving the con- ﬁ:‘d“ u’:t'"'ﬂ”“ sl 8 Mayeder Jonnya e 37 Agrabad CA., Chittagong. Phones : 502205, 502750, 500867
—@| AHM Nurul lslam Chow- | 708  Open University e Jessore. Phone: 6449. ¢ Bogra. Phone: 5417
dhury, in a paper, called for | o o " “'"'h” e
the NCBs 1o be more dynamic ha
GRAND EID -
in handling agricultural credit 10.00 in English
\¢ with enough financial res- 1030 Film show . ENG
' OuUrces. 11.30 Khabar/The News
Speakers also urged for 11.40 Tomeorrows programme
- h o Sumim
SHOW lowering lnILrLa:ﬂrlr argos 1968, (Cleg
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By Staff Correspondent

Rain and shower accompan
places over Rajshahi division and the re

by temporary gusty wind is

gions of Mymensingh, Tangail, Comilla and Sylhet during the
next 36 hours commencing 6 pm yesterday.

Meteorological office forecasts weather will remain mainly
dry elsewhere over the country.
remain nearly unchanged over the
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Night temperature
TICKET country during the ;
AVAILABLE The sun sets today (Tuesday) tn Dhaka at 5-54 pm and )
riscs lomorrow (Wednesday) at 6-30 am. - .
Temperature dnd humidity recorded in important cities - IR
and towns on y were: ¢ |
SOWAZDI ® Cities /Towns Te ture in  Humidity in | '.',-lf.:_
degree Celstus percentage sl
Max - Min 6 am 6 pm san ' |
firan e Dhaka 303 220 82 52 —y
ORCHI Chittagong 27.0 19.4 8 2 -~
ROYAL 0'e Hajshakh 290.4 13.5 o8 68
Khuilna 32.4 18.0 BO 49
i Cox's Bazar 28.0 19.5 79 80
Sy lhet 24.6 18.0 o8 73
Dinagpur 27.2 18.2 B8 72




