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Changpai cricket |]

Sports Reporter

Munshibart Eleven
recorded their first  viclory in
three matches in the Chan-
gpail cricket tournament when
they beat Amateur Club by 40
runs at the Golapbagh ground
yesterday.

Munshibart batled first to
score 148 for nine with Siraj
topscoring with 52, Johnny
with 22 and Farid with 1]
were the other notable scor-
ers.

Titu teok four
23 runs while
ged  two for 16,

Swimming course

Sports Reporter

The Bangladesh Women's
Sports Federation will start a
coaching programme for swi-
mmers ranging [rom young
girls to older women at the
Dhanmondi Women's Complex
on February 23, says a press
release.

Interested trainees have
been requested to contact the
fEdL!‘ﬂ”ﬂﬂ office.
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African National Cnngreh-s (ANC) Prvmde nt Nelson Mandela for an

autograph on his shirt at a one-day international match between Pakistan and the West
Indies in Johannesburg on Feb 13.

— AFP photo

Bubka brilliant, Ottey outstandmg

LIEVIN, France,

Feb 14: The irre-
pressible Sergi
Bubka and the
irresistible Mer-
lene Ottey broke

their own world records in a
scnsational day of indoor
athletics on Saturday, reports
Reuter.

Ukrainian Bubka, throwing
aside all thoughts of tiredness
after a 23-hour flight from
Japan, set the 33rd world
record of his astounding ca-
recr when he cleared 6.14
metres in the pole vault, one
centimeter higher than his
previous mark.

Bubka was stung into action
when his arch-rival Rodion
Gataullin of Russia threw down
the gauntlet with a six-metre
clearance. The Ukrainian
replied with 6.05 metres at
the first attempt and then 6.14
at the second in the [irst
meeting ever to see to vaulters
clear six metres.

Ottey, putting behind a suc-
cession of disappointments at
major championships, ran her
best race at the age of 32 as
she shattered her own
women's indoor record by 0.37
seconds.

The Jamaican ran away on
her own, after Russian rival
irina Privalova pulled out of the
meeting with a fever, to clock
21.87 seconds and become the
first woman under the 22-sec-
ond barrier,

Russian Lydmila Narozhile-
nko chose the occasion to
equal her own world record in
the women's 60 mclres
hurdles with a time of 7.69
scoonds.

Canadian sprinter Bruny
Surin produced the second
fastest 60-metre indoor run
ever in 6.45 seconds and
Namibia's' Frankie Fredericks
was within one-hundredth of a
sccond of the men's 200 me-
ires record with 20.37 sec-

onds.
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© SERGEI BUBKA

Frenchman Bruno Marie-
[Rosc's six-year-old 200 metres
record of 20.36 seconds was
set on the same Lievin track.

Russian middle- diltant:t:
runner Lyubov
within a whisker of yet lnu‘lhtr
world record in the women's
1,000 metres, winning in two
minutes 34 .84 seconds. The
record, :tt 15 years ago by

German Brigitte Kraus, is a
hand-timed 2.34.8,

Bubka's phenomenal per-
formance took his tally to 17
world indoor records to add to
his 18 outdoor. He set eight
world records in 1991 and
four-last year and his first of
1993 was the sixth he had sel

MERLENE OTTEY
in France.

Apart from the satisfaction
of beating Gataullin, a rival who
could hardly be described as a
friend, Bubka had the consid-
erable pleasure of beating
Olympic champion Maxim
Tarasov of Russia.

Bubka had a rare failure at
last year's Barcelona Games
when he did not manage to

Becker sails through to final

inipressively by winning Lhe
Qatar Open in Doha and who
announced his intention 1o re-
claim the -top ranking.

MILAN, Italy, Feb
14: Boris Becker

served 156 acre
Saturday and sai

r Y -
led to a 6-4, 7-6

victory over Aus-

tralian Wally Masur to join
Sergi Bruguera in the final of
the dirs 800,000 Muratti Time
indoor tennis tournament,
reporis AP.

The 25-year-old German,
ranked fourth by the ATP
Tour, took one hour and 32
minutes to beat the unseeded
Masur and reach the Muratti
final for the third time since
1987.

Becker relied on his serve
and volley play and never ap-
peared in danger on his serve.

| can say I'm very happy
with my serve. | did not give
any break point. It was a key
factor in this tough match,”
Becker said.

Masur, expected to play for

the Australians in their Davis
Cup maich against the United

Stalcs next month, was bro
ken only once, in the [lifth
game of the first set.

He held serve to lorce a
second -set tiebreaker, bul
Becker's serve produced three
aces and easily overcame the
Australian 7-2

ntt'kr'l'_ who stared

1993

im-

BORIS BECKER

proved his record againsl
Masur to 5-1. He 1s 0-2 against
Bruguera, both on clay.
However, Sunday’'s final —
worth dirs 112,600 to the
winner — is on Greensetl
Traphy carpet, a much faster

favourite.

"A final ts a final, no malter
who you play. Sergl proved a
betier player than seeds this
week. I'll take him very seri-
ously,” Becker said.

In the earlicr semiflinal,
Bruguera rallied from being
routed in the second set and
3-0 deficit in the third to up-
set third-sceded Czech Potr
Korda 6-4, 0-6, 7-5.

The unsceded Spaniard,
ranked 17th, nceded an hour
and 51 minutcs — and some
luck — to reach his first Tour
event final of the scason. He
reachced the quarterflinals in
Marseille last week.

Korda, ranked sixth, ap-
pearcd well on his Lo winning
after rebounding from his first-
sct loss to rout Bruguera in the
sccond set and broke his op-
ponent to lead 3-0 in the
third.

Bruguera, who slightly in-
jured his knce slipping on the
carpet in the opening game of
the second set, tied the set at
4-4, broke Korda in the |1th
game¢ to lead 65 and held
scrve to win. The final points
came whoen Korda, bothered by
two dubious calls, netted an

easy smash and hit two fore-
haands oul

uurf.u-r that makces [eoker the
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"Action from the Dhaka 'lﬂrupnhl girls’ schools velleyball chumpmnuhip tie between

Viguarunnesa Noon School and South Breeze at the Outer Stadium yesterday
won the match 9-15, 15-3, 15-2 and 15-10.

— Star photo

make a valid vault,

In a day of premiers, il was
the lirst time that the six-me-
tre height has been cleared
three times at the same meecl-

Ottey, who collected a dou-
ble by winning the 60 metres
in 7.0] seconds, was overjoyed
by her triumph. "I didn’t think
I was on such good form,” she
said. "l can ‘hardly belfeve it. |
haven't run anything like this
fast for two years.”

The Jamaican, sensing the
200 metres record was on,
glanced up at the electronic
scoreboard as she came out of
the last bend and put her head
down as she surged on the
line.

She left Mary Onlyali of

Nigeria trailing by more than a
sccond with third-placed
Valcrie Jean-Charles of France

. almost two seconds behind.

Narozhilenko equalled the
record she set hersell three
years ago and Surin was four-
hundredths outside American
Andre Cason's 60-metre re-

cord of 6.4]1 seconds clocked
last

year.

Bubka said later that his
world record jump had not
been too good
point of view and that he was
suflering from an anklc prob-
lem.

"There was a lot of pressure
on me today." he said, "I'm
very happy but "I'm very, viry

- tred as well.”

Gataullin, who failed with
three attempts at 6. 10 mctres
before Bubka's world record,
said. "He vaults too well, “It's
just incredible.”

Saive in Euro Top 12

TT semifinal

COPENHAGEN, Feb 14:
Jelgium's Jean-Michel Saive
on Saturday denied world
champion Joergen Presson a
place in the semifinals of the
European Top 12 table tennis
tournament.

Saive beat Persson 21-19,
21-13, 22-20 in the fifth and
final round of the round-robin
series, consigning the Swede
to his only defeat of the pre-
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Rosskopl ol Germany gained
the other semifinal place from
Group A after a walkover vic
tory over injured Chinese-
born Chen Xinhua of England.

Rosskopl, Saive and Presson
each suffered one defeat in the
round-robin series bul
Rosskopl conceded fewest
games and Saive's win over
Persson settled the other
semifinal berth.

in today's semifinals, Satve

meels Sweden's Jan-Ove
Waldner, who won all his fle
group B matches, while

Rosskopl faces another Swede,
Peter karlsson.

In the women's semifinals,
Aasa Svensson of Sweden
mects Olga Nemes of Germany
and Emilia Ciosu takes on fcl-
low Romanian Otilla Badescu.

Girls’ volleyball
final today

Bashaboo Girls High Sch-
pvol and Viguarunnissa Noon
School qualified for
the final of the four-team Met-
ropolis girls' schools volleyball
tournament, UNB.

The final match will be heid
at 3:30 this alternoon at the
Volleyball Staditum. Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar
will be the chiefl guest on the
oocasion.

Bashabo Girls’ High School
booked a seat in the final
beating Dhanmondi Govt Girls'
High School 15-5, 15-8, 15-10
in the morning and South
Breeze School 15-2, 16-2, 15-
13 in the afternoon.

Viguarunnissa Noon School
reached the final eliminating
South Breeze School 9-15, 15-
3, 1562, 15-10 points in the
morning and Dhanmondi Govt
Girls' High School 15-11, 15-
12, 5-15, 15-12 in the after-
NOOMN.

The third-place deciding
match between Dhanmeondi
Govt Girls’ H School and
South Breeze will also
be held today at the same
venue.
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Sport

Wright, Patel pull
out NZ Board XI vs

Aussies tie

WELLINGTON, Feb 14: Test
veterans John Wright and
Dipak Patel have both with-
drawn from a New Zealand
Board XI that will face Australia
in a three-day cricket match
starting Tuesday at New
Plymouth, reports AP.

Opener Wright was forced
to withdraw Sunday with ton-
silitis, while allrounder Patel
has a knee injury.

The New Zealand selt:ctum
called in batsman Blair
Hartland and allrounder Shane
Thomson to replace the pair
for the opening match of the
Australians’ tour.

Hartland, who opened the
New Zealand batting with
Mark Greatbatch in last
month’s one-ofl Test against
Pakistan, is battling to hold his’
spot for the serics against
Australia.

Since making 43 and nine
against Pakistan, Hartland has
been out of touch in first-class
cricket, with his last four
scores being 2, 0, | and 12.

Thomson, meanwhile, has
made successive centuries in
Shell Trophy games.

The Australians arrived in
New Plymouth on Sunday with
only 12 players from which to
choose.

Opener David Boon is out of
contention alter returning
home to attend his father's fu-
ncral,

Spinner Tim May had
treatment for a bruiscd heel on
Sunday morning. but is ex-
pected to play.

The New Zealand Board Xl
is Martin Crowe [captain],
Mark Greatbatch, Blair
Hartland, Andrew Joncs,
Shanc Thomson, Chris Harris,
Adam Parore, Dion Nash, Chris
Pringle, Mark Haslam, Michael
Owens.

Russians edge
US booters

ORLANDO, USA, Feb 14;
The Russian national team
used a first-halfl goal and a
smothering defence Saturday
to beat the US national team 1-
0 in an international exhibition
soccer match, reports AP.

Facing the United States for
the [first time since the
brecakup of the Soviet Union,
Russia continued their domi-
nance against the Americans in
front of a Florida Citrus Bowl
crowd of 13,651.

Before Saturday's victory,
Russia held a 5-0-1 advantage
against the US as the USSR
and a 1-1 mark as the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
denl States.

The exhibition match didn’t
counl towards 1994 World Cup
qualiflying. The Russfans re-
mained undefeated, 2-0-0. in
qualifying play, while the
Americans are 1-0-2.

The Russians were denied
goals twice in the second halfl
when two of their six shots
went wide left.

Ashe’s dream
comes true

MEMPHIS, Tennessee, Feb
14: A 1.25 milllon dollar foun-
dation for AIDS research
among children has been set
up in honour of the late Arthur
Ashe, reports AFP.

The money will be raised by
the Racquet Club of Memphis,
the Kroger su et chain
and an ATP Tour fund, and
handed on to the St Jude chil-
dren's research hospital here.

Ashe, the only black tennis
player to win Wimbledon, the
Australian and US Open, died

- of AIDS related pneumonia on

February 6.

New Zealand's Danyon Loader.sets a new warld record in the 200 metres butterfly event at
the World Cup swimming meet in Gelsenkirchen, Germany on Feb 13. Loader's uma was

54 .21 sec.

— AFP photo

Loader's third in eight days

GELSENKIRCH-
EN, Germany,
Feb 14: Sevente-
¢n-year-old New
Zeal ander Dan-
yon Loader broke
200 metres

Lthe
butterflly short-course swi-

men's

mming world record on
Saturday for the third time In
eight days, reports Reuter.

Olympic silver medalist
Loader clocked one minute
54.21 seconds at the fifth
World Cup meeting of the sea-
son, shaving 0.29 of a second
from the mark he set in
Malmo, Sweden, last Tuesday.

Loader took the record
from Frenchman Franck
Esposito the previous Saturday
with a time of 1.54.58.

In three remarkable per-
lormances, Loader has sliced
0.37 of a second from the
record in just over a week.

Olympic bronze medalist
F'spositn had to be a-ntisﬂ-ed

with third place in 1.54.97 be-
hind Russian Denis Pankratov,
whose 1.54.46 was a European
record.

liritain's Mark Foster joined
Loader in the recordbooks
when he swam a world short-
course best of 23.72 seconds
for the men's 50 metres but-
terfly, the last event of the
opening day of the two-day
meeting.

The previous best of 23.80
was set by Swede Jan Karlsson
in the semifinals of the
European Sprint Champion-
ships in Espoo, Finla.nd last
November.

Foster, who won the
European sprint title alter
Karlsson was disqualified in
the final, finished way ahead of
nearest challengers Dirk
Vandenhirtz of Germany
(24.41) and Avio Khnykin of
Ukraine (24.55)].

Loader and Foster reacted
to their p:rfnnmm in con-

trasting fashion.
A.-k:.-d if he would count the
lasiweek as the most success-
ful of his career, the quiet
Zealander of

Steve Crocker who swam
21.64 in Dallas last March.

Gunnell back on winners' podlum

BIRMINGHAM,
England, Feb 14:
Olympic cham-
pion Sally Gun-
nell received a
heroine's welco-
me on her return to British
athletics on Saturday and cele-
brated with the first victory of
her 1993 campaign, reports
Reuter.

Gunnell was cheered to the
rafters by a 6,000-strong
crowd at Birmingham's na-
lional indoor arena as she
lined up of her first race in
Britain for five months in an
intcrnational against the Uni-
led States.

Shaking off the ring-rust
which saw her beaten on her
seasonal debut in Ghent in
Belgium on Wednesday, it was
back (o business as usual she
swept to an impressive win in
the 400 metres.

Brushing aside an aundacious
challenge [rom her young
front-running teammate Louise
Fraser, Gunnell left her chal-

Mekonnen wins
Tokyo Marathon

TOKYO, Feb 14: Abebe
Meckonnen of Ethigpia ran
alone for the last five kilome-
tres (three miles) to capture
the Tokyo International Mara-
thon Sunday, reports AP.

Mckonnen covered the
42.195 kilometres (26 miles,
385 yards) in an unofficial time
of two hours and 12 minutes,
running through the streets of
Tokyo in sunny but windy
weather,

Australian Steve Moneghetti
inished second.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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tion 51 Firstborn 8 “Texas mr.
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19 June 54 Age 13 With a 37 Tempt-
resses
; 38 Rock
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lenge late before powering
home in 53,38 secs.

It was a slower time than
Gunnell recorded when [inish-
ing third in Ghent, but aftler a
winter of constant off-the-
track assignments, she looked

relieved to be back on the

SALLY GUNNELL'

winner's m :

Fraumntua“}r had to
scitle for third in 54.16 secs,
as useful American Kendra
MaCkey slipped past for the
runners-up spot in 53.85,

In the absence of most of
the top Americans, top billing

went to their sole visiting Oly-
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mpic ¢ , Mike Stulce.
The burly shotputter filled
the role admirably, producing
a 21.77 metres effort, the
longest ever at a British indoor

meeting,
Briton Colin Jackson
started his in daz-

triot Tony Jarrett and Pow-
ering home in the 60 metres
hurdles two metres clear in
7.46 seconds — easlily the best
in the world in 1993,

The time was five-hun-
dredths of a second outside his
European record, but the
Welshman was slightly fortu~
nate to be give a second

chance.

He slipped in his blocks at
the first time of but the
liecld was recalled bmuu: of a

[alse start.
Molina retains

IBF crown

SAN JUAN, Puerto Hico,
Feb 14: John Molina siopped
challenger Francisco "Pancho”
Segura in the eighth round
Saturday night and retained
the International Boxing Fede-
ration juntor lightweight
crown, reporis AP

Molina, fighting in his na-
tive Puerto Rico, dominated
the first seven rounds and
bloodied the Mexican chal-
lenger with a series of punches
that prompted referee Roberto
Ramirez to stop the fight 2:24
seconds into the eighth round.

Segura, who spent much of
the fight backing away, was
bleeding from his nose and the
left side of his head and_ ac-
knowledged after the fight that
he was having trouble seeing.
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letter stands for another. If you think
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