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Pak SC summons Beg
to answer contempt
of court charges

ISLAMABAD, Feb 14: The
Supreme Court on Saturday
summoned a former army
chiel to answer contempt of
court charges over a statement
which rocked Pakistan's judi-
ciary, reports Reuter.

Press reports quoted
General Mirza Aslam DBeg as
saying he got the country's
highest court reverse a deci-
sion in 1988 which would have
restored Prime Minister

Mohammad Khan Juncjo aflter
“his dismissal by military ruler

Goeneral Mohammad Zia-ul-
| ey,
The court summoned the

retired Gencral to appear on
February 20. Beg became
Pakistan's mos! powerful man
when he was appointed Chiel
of the Army Stafl after Zia died
in a mysterious plane crash in
August 1988, ending 11 years
of military rule.

His statement at the Press
Club in Lahore on February 4
created a storm of controversy,
including calls for an inquiry
into the role of the judiciary in
Makistan's chequered history.

Zia dismissed the govern-

ment of Junejo, his hand-
picked Premier. in May, 1988,
dissolved the National Asse-
mbly and pruvincial asscmblies
and ordered fresh elections.

Zia's successor, President
Ghulam Ishag Khan, set elec
tions for Oclober while a chal-
lenge to Juncjo's dismissal was
still pending before the
Suprume Court.

Beg quoted by local news-
papcrs, said he sent a message
telling the court not to restore
Junejo's government and to
allow the elections to go ahead.

"Elections had been
promised to the people and I
ensured that they were held,”
he said.

In a subsequent stalement,
Beg denicd that he got the
court reverse its decision. But
he said he conveyed to the
court that "We had given a
solemn pledge to the nation
that elections to the National
Assembly wolild be held ac-
cording to the schedule”.

Saifullah, a minister in
Junejo's cabinet, said his
lawyer told him four years ago
what Beg was now saying,
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Ghah arrives in Ja an toda Y un

Sccretary
Monday to seck T
the wnrld bod

reports Reuter from Tokyo.

For Prime Minister Kiichi Mt

-General Boutros Boulros-Ghali arrives in Japan on
okyo's backing of his ideas on strengthening
and its global pcar:i_: keeping activitics,

. Boutros-Ghali's five-

day visit offers a chance to advance Japan's bid for a perma-
nent seat on the UN Security Council.
Boutros Ghali is to meet Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa,

Japan takes place amid spec

10 Armenian fi

I Armenian fighters were kill

Foreign Minister Michio Watanabe and Em
well as deliver three policy speeches and oflicially open the
new headquarters of the United Nations University .

As his January trip ol Germany, Boutros-Ghall's visit to
ulation that the world body soon
take steps lo reflect and international
changed from the late 1940s when the UN was founded.

Edthters killed: .

ror Akihito as

in Tokyo

power balance radically

riday night in the northern

part of Nagorno-Karabakh, an Armenian-majority enclave in
Azerbaijan, the Nagorno-Karabakh parliamentary press office
announced on Saturday, reports AFP from Yerevan.

It said the Armenians had captured the village of Getavan
and were fighting hard around the village of Aterk,

in the

Amrdakert region in the northern pari of Nagorno-Karabakh,
The Nagorho-Karabakh conflict began in February 1988
and has resulted in more than 3,000 deaths.

' Slldanese FM dismiﬁsed: Sudanesc

lcader Omar Hasan Al-Bashir dismissed Foreign Minister Al
Sahloul on Saturday, Sudanese radjo said, reports Reuter from

Cairo,
The report,

monitored by the British Broadcasting

Corporaltion, gave no explanation for the move.

It said Bashir issued a resolution"relieving Sahloul of his
post as Minister of Foreign Affairs” and a decrec replacing
him with Hussein Suleiman Abu Salch, who was Foreign
Minister for several months in 1988,

Sahloul has been appointed to the

post of Ambassador at

lhe Foreign Miniﬂ:r with the status of minister, the radio

Arab

e meets tomorrow: n.

Arab League will meet in emergency session on Tuecsday, at
the permanent delegates level, to review rising violence in
the Isracli-occupied territories, League sources sakl Saturday,

reports AFP from Cairo.

Secretary-General Esmat Abdel Meguid, in a statement to
reporters, slammed Israeli practices against the Palestinians,

nolably in the Gaza Strip.
Such measures "are u
forts for

which was called by

table and do not l:n.l'mnr't el-

peace,” he told reporters ahecad of the mecting,
the Palestine Liberation Organ

fzation.

Isracli soldiers killed 12 Palestinians and wounded dozens
of others in a week marked by escalating violence in the Gaza

Strip.

Return of deportees

UN council formula
not enough: Jordan

DAMASCUS, Fcb 14: Jordan
said on Saturday a five-peint
UN Seccurity Council formula
aimed ail solving the crisis over
306 Palestinian deporiecs was
not enough and called for the
return of all those expelled,
reporis Reuler.

® But Jordanian Foreign
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber re-
used afler talks with Syrian
jeaders to say whether the re-
tarn of all the depeorices was a
ondition demanded by

s to resume |15 month-

old Arab-lsracli peace talks,
stalicd after lsrael's December

17 expulsion of 415

Palestinians

The UN formula reaflfirmed
Resolution 799 calling for the
return of all deporiees, but
said Isracl's offer to allow 10!
of the remaining 396 depor-
lees to return at once and the
rest by the end of the year was
a step in the right direction.

Abu Jaber said of the for-
mula: "what was issued by the
Security Council was only a
stalement. Resolution 799 was
stronger and we call for im-

plementation of this resolu-
1on

Abu Jaber's visit to Syria
precoded planned visits by US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher next week to

—

Saddam wants to open

BAGHDAD, Feb 14: Pre-
sident Saddam Hussein told a
[}S visitor that he wants to
open a dialogue w‘lth President
Clinton and a "new rela-
tionship”™ with Washington, the
official lraqi News Agency
reported Sunday, reports AP.

“I believe that the president
of the biggest country inthe
world ... needs Lo try wisdom,
and nol weapons,” INA quoted
Saddam as saying late Saturday
in a meeting with Ramscy
Clark, a peace activist and
former US Attorney General.

"Is he ready to listen to the
viewpoint of lraq?" Saddam
was quoted as saying,

"If he is ready, 1 simply be-
lieve that we can pave the way
for building nzw relations
based ¢n mutual respect .... re-
gardless of what had hap-
pened,”

saying.

It was the first time that
Saddam himself has asked for
a dialogue with Clinton, who
took office Jan 20. Previous
overtares have come from gov-
crument officials and the
state-run media.

INA quoted Saddam as .

Clark, making his third trip
to Baghdad since the Iragi in-
vasion ol Kuwait in 1990, was
not immediately available to
confirm or comment on the
INA account. -

| A US-led coalition drove out

the occupying Iraqi troops in
the 1991 Gulf War. Washington
has ‘since drawn a hard line at
lifting UN sanctions against
Iraq until Baghdad complies
with all resolutions stemming
from the conflict, particularl_‘,r

dialogue with Clinton

dcslmying weapons of mass
desiruction and stopping per-
sccution of minorities.

Clinton has thus far main-
tained the Bush administra-
lion's hard-line against
Baghdad, which desperately
neéds an end to the sanctions
to sell ofl and rebuild its war-
battered economy.

Saddam praised what he
called Clinton’s "anti-war past,”
an apparent reference to
Clinton's opposition as a stu-
dent to the Vietnam War.

Saddam's conversation with
Clark was a major news item
here. The Iraq television an-

chorman spent 70 minutes
reading an accoun! of what

transpired at the mceting:

Clark, a leading US anti-war

activist, served the Johnson
administration as attorney
general from 1967-68. He op-
posed the Vietnam War, the
Gulf War, and US military ac-
tions against Panama, Grenada
and Libya.

He denounced the bombing
raids ordered on Iraq last
month to enforce "no-fly
zones™ over northern and
southern Iraq,

|

Mandela denies
power-sharing
deal with govt

JOHANNESBURG, Feb 14:
African National Congress
(ANC) leader Nelson Mandela
late Saturday denied his organ-
isation had agreed to share

wer with the government

r five years after the coun-
try s first democratic elec-
tions, reports AFP. -

"1 wish to categorically deny
the statement made in./the
press that the ANC had
to power-sharing until the year
1999, he said at a banquet in
Johannesburg's Lenasia suburb.

He was responding
newspaper reports Saturday
that the government and the
ANC had struck a deal during
talks this week that a -
ment of national unity-repre-
sentipg all parties with more
than five to 10 per cent of the
vote-would remain in power
for five years after elections.

"Let met dispel all rumours
that there have been any se-
cret deals or pacts with the
government. These rumours
are devoid of any truth and are
mischievous in the extreme”
he said.

Newspapers quoted Deputy
Minister of Constitutional
Development Fanus Schocman

as saying: “It's not a pmulbihty-
it's a fact.”

to

UN to take over command of int'l
troops in Somalia within weeks

MOGADISIIU, Feb 14: The
United Nations could take over
command of international
forces in Somalia within
weeks, according Lo a UN
spokesman, reports AP

UN Secretary Gencral
Boutros Boutros-Ghali "mentio-
ned weeks without giving a
spccified time,” Farouk
Mawlawi, spokesman for the
United Natioms Operations in
Somalia, said Saturday.

The UN Security Council
would have to give the interna-
tional troops permission (o use
force to maintain order. Such
rules of engagement would be
unprecedented for a UN
peacckeeping force.

Council approval is c¢x-
pected when it takes up the
issue next week, Mawlawi said.

The comments
military officials expressed in-
creasing confidence the 2-
month-pld Operation Restore
Hope could be handed over to
UN command. The mission has
quclled most clan violence to
allow reliel shipments to mil-
lions of people nationwide.

The international force con-
tinued to [ace gunfire and seize
weapons, however. Shoolouts,
with Somalis left two Somalis
wounded, and Italian troops
sweeping through a
Mogadishu neighbourhodd un-
covered arms including more
than 100 grenades, 12,000
detonators and four missilcs.

A US Marine helicopler
crashed on an airficld in
Baledogle, injuring the four
crewmen aboard, officials said

camc as -’

. tary

The CH-53D Seca Stallion, of
Marine Helicopter Squadron
363, was on a routine training
flight when it crashed Saturday
night in Baledogle, '65 miles
(105 kilometers) northwest of
Mogadishu.

Damage to the aircrall and
the cause of the accident were
under investigation, a US mili-
statement said. No one
was hurt on the ground.

If the Security Council ap-

proves use of force under UN
cﬂmmi.nd in Somalia and other
procedures go smoothly, most
ol the 19,000 American Iroops
and support personnel could
hecad home before May, said
Marine Col. Fred Peck, a US
military spokesman.

Coalition lorces: [rom 2.13

other nations number 14,000,
Officials are proposing a UN-
led foree of about 20,000
troops, including at lecast
3,000 AmeTricans.

Mcanwhile, Italian forces at
dawn raided a neighbourhood
in northeast Mogadishu, find-
ing weapons under bags of
rice, blankets and furniture in
homes and shops, said Army

Capt. Ed Loomis, another US

military spokesman.

"The stashes include 25 ri-
fles. 22 heavy weapons, 103
hand grenades, 12,000 elec-
tronic detonators, 26 artillery
and mortar shells, two. TOW
missilcs and 1wo Milan mis-
siles, and four rocket-pro-
pclied grenades, he said.

AHL]IHGTGN, Virginia: US Vice President Al Gore (R) his wife Tipper (C) meet Britain's
Prince Charles on Saturday at the Gore's home’ Prince Charles visited Williamsburg Va
eurht-r in the day and was pmad by US President Bill Clinton for dinner. AFP;Uh B Photo

Jerdan and Syria

Charles wins
American
welcome

WILLIAMSBURG, Virginia,
Feb 14: PPrince Charles, heck-
led at home over the embar-
rassing "Camillagate” scandal,
won arousing American wel-
come on Saturday in his [irst
overseas Lrip since the official
collapse of his marriage, re-
peris Reuter. - °

Speaking to a 10,000-
strong audience in this south-
ern colonial town, the heir to
the British throne broke from
his prepared speech in a visi-
ble show of joy at the im-
promptu cheers and thumping
claps that greeted his appear-
ance,

I'm very touched, if [ might
say so,” Charles said, soaking
up the cheers at the College of
William and Mary.

"All | can say is that it's
wonderful to come to Virginia
and receive such an incredibly

warm and encouraging wel- -

come. Thank you very much
indeed.”

Pak mediator prevails upon

Afghan factions to stop fire

KAIIUL. Febh 14 A Pakistand
pcace muediator has won a
ceasclire agreement from the
Alghan government and ils
dissident guerilla foc the Hezb-
{-Islami aller more than three
weeks of fighting in the capftal

Kabul, a spokcsman sawd today,
reporis Koulcr

‘Hezb-1-Islami and the gov-
cernment have both agreed to
hold fire 1o laciliale our peace

mission,” said Khalid Khawaja,
spokesman for retired Paki
stani Licutenant-General

Hamid Gul
Fhe truce. agreed late on
Saturday, has no time limit and
the peace brokers hope to ne-
gotiate & permlanent ceasefire
soon, Khawaga said,

The city was at its quictest
since the battles between gov-
ernment forces and the Hezb
i-Islami ol radical leader
Gulbuddin lickmatyar erupted
27 days ago. Hundreds of peo
plc have been killed and more
than 5,000 injured in the
fighting.

No rocket or artillery f[ire
was heard evernight or this
morning and residents ven-
lured inlo the streects 1o take
advantage of the lull

A few bursts of machine gun
fire erupled, but this was not
unusual in a city patrolled by
thousands of armed men from
Lthe various Mujahidecn parties
that took power {rom the for
mer Communist government

in Kabul last April

“There have been a few vio-
lations but they were mistakes
or by people who did not know
about the ceasefire,” Khawaja
siuid

Gul, who led Pakistani mili-
tary intelligence throughout
much of the 14 year Alghan
War and directed the
Mujahideen parties in their
fight. leflt today lor Hek-
malyars hecadquarters at
Charasyab, south of Kabul for
more talks j

He met President Bur-
hamuddin Rabbanil on Saturday

Hegmatyar is fighting to un-
“sc¢at Rabbant, accusing him of
rigging his last
December

clertion

Move to revive

CP in Russia

RUSSIA, Feb .14: More than
1,000 Communisés grested the
leaders of the failed 1991
hard-line coup with a standing
ovation Saturday at a mecting
aimed at reviving the discred-
ited Communist Party, rcports
AP.

"We have survived our
president goes abroad and says
that communism is dead in
Russia but the communist
movement is becoming stron-
ger,” proclaimed Ivan Yaku-
shin, a communal farm
chairman. The stage was deco-
rated with a white bust of
Lenin.

Despite the f[anfare, the
Communist Party is no longer
regarded as a major political
movement in Russia. The
party's membership dwindled
ln the last years ol Soviet
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TAIPEI A prmpectwn buyer smells tulips from a1 special

Valentine day package offer Sunday. The

package includes

a bouquet and a bottle of French perfume at the lovable

price of 100 US dollars.

— AFP/UNB Photo

Off the Record

He thought he was

at his own home

FARGO: When Leo Wilking had trouble sleeping. he went
downstairs at 3 am to watch a little TV. He figured the blan-
ket-draped figure sleeping on the couch was his wile, reports

AP.

A nudge to make her as he headed back upstairs to bed
carly Wednesday uncovered his mistake. The figure didn't
make up, but rolled over, revealing a head of black hair. Mrs.

Wilking has light brown hair.

Wilking called police to pick up the slumbering stranger
for trespassing. Arriving officers woke Monte Christilieb, 36,

who said he though

t he was at his own home, more than a

mile [kilometre and a Halfl away).

After a night of drinking,

aslecp on the couch.

a friend drove Christlieb to what
he thought was his house, he said. He went inside and fell

Wilking said the front door usually was locked but had
been Ifft unlocked because he knew his wife would be home

late,

Christlieb was charged with misdemeanour trespass and
possession of a small amount of Marfjuana.

Man tortured by police
wins court case

COLOMBO: A robbery suspect whose mouth was ripped

apart and burned by police during interrogation has won
compensation from the SuPrt-mc Court, a newspaper said

Sunday, reports AP.

The report came two days after Amnesty International said

scores of

prisoners continue to be lortured and to disappcar

herc, despite pledges by the government 1o safcguard human

rights.

The Sunday Times said the court described the police
treatment of the suspect as incredibly cruel and abusive. It
ordered the state to pay him Rs. 27,000 [ 450 dollars) and
the senior police officer involved to pay Rs 5,000 (85 dollar).

In A

Before taking

pril 1990, Ratnayake Wijesuriya, a father of four, was
arrested at his home and accused of a nearby

robbery.

him in, one officer struck Wijesuriya in Lhe

face with a revolver and broke two of his front teeth.

During

interrogation, policc tied his hands to a rope at-

tached to the ceiling, pulled the remaining teeth out of his
mouth with a pair of pliers, then burned his bleeding gums
with cigarette butts, the newspaper quoted the Supreme

Court as saying.

After Wijesuriya refused to confess during his torture, po
lice simply let him go and filed no charges against him.

Saudi Arabia deports 71
AIDS- infected workers

JEDDAH, Feb 14: Saudi
Arabia deported 71 Alrican
workers who were infected
with the AIDS virus, a newspa-

reported Saturday, says AP.

The Jeddah-based Arabic

| daily Al-Madinah said the ex

pelled workers came to Saudi
Arabia from African ®ountries
to work as drivers, labourers
and house maids.

It did not specify the na-
tionality of the workers, who
were expelled Friday.

Saudi Arabia and the rest of mostly Asians.

the conservative Gulfl countries
have reperted few AIDS cases.
Foreign workers secking work
in oil-rich Saudi Arabia must
be declared free of the deadly
disease (o get entry visas.
Al-Madinah said a medical

checkup usually ordered by
passport authorities for foreign

workers arriving in the king-
dom showed the Alricans
were infected with the HIV
virus, which causes AlDS.

“The Ministry of Hcecalth
which was immediately noti-
fied, informed the sponsors of
the workers who tumed them
into the police authorities.”
the paper said.

The Gull region has at lcast
6 million foreign workers,
The workers

must have sponsors who are
* nationals of the country to get
regular residence permits.

AIDS attack the body's im-

mune system, leaving viclims
susceptible to infections and
CANCETS.

Tutu arrives
in Bangkok

BANGKOK. Feb 14 South
Africa’'s archbishop Desmond
Tutu arrived here on a pre-
dawn flight today to join an
unprecedented campaign by
Nobel Peace Prize winmers for
the release of Mayanmar's im
prisened pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, re
ports AFP

Tutu, who won the prize in
1984 for his peaceful oppost
tion to south Africa’'s apartheid
regime, was the first 1o seven
nobel laurcates including
Tibet's spiritual leader The
Dalai Lama_ to reach Thaifland.

The other six are scheduled
to arrive on Meonday and

Tuesday

Second

SARAJEVO (Bosnla-Herze
govina), Feb 14: Distribution
cenlers were guiet as a second
cily promised to join Sarajevo
and reject aid shipments,
further fraying relations
between the government and
reltel agencies struggling to
end the suffering in Bosnia,
reports AP.

The United Nations can-
celled aid flights into the cap!
tal. where fighting raged
Saturday around the airport
and shells batiered the city
center. A UN official said
trucks would only deliver relief
for two mgre days, and that
some of the donated food was

already spofiing

UN and Western officials
condemned the decision 1o
impose a virtual hunger strike
on Sarajevo. Bosnian leaders
apparently took the extreme
move (o protest what they call
inadequate international ef-
forts to end the ethnic blood-
shed in the former Yugoslav
republic

Sarajevo offictals, backed by
the Dosnian government, said
Friday they would not dis-
tribute donated food untfl be-
sieged Bosnians in the east are
fed. Fighting and Serb soldiers
have blocked UN convoys from
reaching several towns in east-
ern Bosnia for months.

International aidd officials,

however, promised o ry again
to reach eastern arvas and said
a truck convoy would head for
the town of Cerska on Sunday.
Bosnian radio said 166 peo
ple have starved recently in
Cerska, which has been iso
lated since the war began last
spring. But Bosnian reports ol
mass starvation have been dis-
puted by UN offictals in the

past.
+  The Bosnian army, mcan-
while, told the United Nations
that warplanes from Scrbia
were [lying combat missions
nst the castern Bosnlan
town of Srebrenica, and that
56 people had been killed and
118 wounded in the past

month

There was no independent
confirmation. A no-fly zonc was
declared over Bosnia lasl
October, but there are no en-
forcement provisions,

Offictals in Tuzia, B0 kilo-
meters (50 miles) northeast of
the capital, Saturday said fu-
ture aid 1o the town would be
blocked to show solidarity with
the tens of thousands of hun-
&ry Bosnians under Serb sicge
across the republic, said UN
spokeaman Sergio Appolonie
in Zagreb, Croatia
Tuzla has become a haven

thousands of Muslim

from eastern Bosnia.
re than 18,000 people

for

have died and more than |
million have lost their homes
since Serbs wenl lo war
against Muslims and Croats
who seceded from Scrb-domi-
nated Yugoslavia nearly one
year ago. Harsh economic
sanciions against Yugoslavia for
backing the rebels have not
ended the war, and a peace
plan proposed by international
mediators s foundering.

In other developments
Satu rday

— Tanjug and other media
in Scrbim sald troops in Croatia
continued thetr drive nsl
rebels in the Serb-held enclave
of Krajina. Creal Lroops
launched the offensive to re-

Bosnian city promises to block aid shlpments

capture Krajina, the center ol

the Sorbh rebellion in Croatia
on Jan 22 after a year s uncasy
pCact

US spectal envoy Reginald
Bartholomew said his talks
with Russian officials on the
war Iin Bosnia went well
Bartholomew did not say
whether he won Russian sup-
port for US proposals that in
clhade tighter sanctions against
Serbia

A Yugoslav tugboat thal
brought tons of fuel to Serbia
last menth in violation of UN

sanctions was sighted again on
the Danube River, pulling six
barges downstream, Bulgarian
state radio reported.

SLLA man killed
in rocket
attack

MARJAYUN [Lebanon), Feb
14: A milittaman from the
isracli backed Seuth
Army (SLA) was killed Saturday
and nine others wounded in an
attack in an lsracl bufler rone
claimed by the pro-lranian
Shiite Hezbollah - movement,
repoits AFP

Four ol the men were seri-
ously wounded when a rocket
slammed indo their command
vehicle near an SLA position
in Aalman-Shumartyeh,
Isracls sell-declared “security
gone’ of south Lebanon.



