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Morocco negotiating

to buy warplanes
from France

PARIS, Feb 13: Morocco is
negotialing to buy 15 to 20
Mirage 2000 warplanes from
France in a deal that would

ve a major boost to its air
orce and cement political
rapprochement, French gov-
ernmeni and industry sources
said yesterday, reports Reuler.

Arab diplomatic sources
said the United Arab Emirates
had agreed to help fund the
purchase in recognition of
Morocco's Gull War role and
that Morotco is seeking aid
from Saudi Arabia. But all the
financing of the deal is still be-
ing worked oul.

The deal would reflect a
wider political thaw between
Paris and Rabat after years of
cstrangement due to criticism

in France ol King llassan's
record on human rights and
de nmcracr

d expand the size of
Morocco's air force by a third,

A Moroccan group is nego-
tiating, with government bless-
ing, to buy a stake from the
French state firm Sofirad in fi-
nancially troubled radio Monte
Carlo, whose Arabic news
broadcasts have a big audience
in North Africa and the Middle
East.

Symbolising the warming
relationship, Morocco's crown
Prince Sidi Mohamed visited
France and met President
Francois Mitterrand and
Defence Minister Picnt Joxe
last week,
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Khmer Rouge warns
Country will return to

civil war if polls held

’HNOM PENH, Feb 13: The
Khmer Rouge warned today'
they will hold the United
Nations responsible for the
consequences il elections are
held in an unfair environment
in Cambodia, hinting the coun-
try will return to civil war, re-

EC hails US
move to end
war in Y 'slavia

BRUSSELS, Belgium, Feb
13: The European Commmunity
has welcomed the new US ini-
tiative to help promote a polit-
ical settlement to fighting in
the former Yugoslavia, reports
AP.

In a statement issued late
Friday, the EC said the initia-
tive announced Wednesday by
US Secrclary ol State Warren
Christopher, "will contribute
to the achievement of the
‘common goal,” of n:sluring

"The consequences are thal
the election will produce a
constituent assembly that ...
will not be accepted by the
Cambodian people. So the
Cambodian people, as patriots,
will commit themselves to do
everything they could to pre-
scrve Cambodia as a nation.”
Khmer Rouge official Mak Ben

said at a press conference.

“The struggle for the sur-
vival of a nation is a legilimate
endeavour,” he said, relerring
to the faction's guerilla war
waged over the last 14 years Lo
topple the Vietnamese-in-
stalled Phnom Penh govern-
ment. '

The UN :Transitional
Authority in Cambodia
(UNTAC). set up to organizc
elections in May to form a ncw
governmen! with an interna-
tionally reccognized legitimacy,
is trying to establish a neutral
political environment in whieh
clections can be held.

The Khmer Rouge, who re-
fer to their striggle as ex-
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military presence in Asia

WASHINGTON, Feb 13:
Japanese Foreign Minister
Michio Watanabe said Friday
his country wanted the United
States to retain a strong mili-
lary presence in Asia to help
dcter potential aggressjon and
maintain stability, reports AFP.

In meetings in Washington
dominated by friction over US-
Japanese trade ({ssues,
Watanabe endorsed continued
cooperation with the United
States on security matters, say-
ing instability remained in the
region despite the end of the
cold war, said Sadaaki Numata,
a spokesman for the Japanese
Minister, '

Watanabe, who mct with
Defence Secretasy Les Aspin
and Scorclary of State Warren

Christopher Friday, was told
Washington would continue to
back the Japanese claim to the
Kuril Islands, occupied by
Russia since the closing days of
World War II, the spokesman

Both Watanabe and
Christopher sought to allay
fears of protectiontsm and
trade ‘retaliation in the face of
a ballooning Japanese trade
surplus with the United States.

"The United Stiates is

committed to an open trading

system," Christopher said
during a photo session prior to
the meeting, adding that Japan
remains the most important
US trading partner.

Watanabe said. "given the
ciose  interdependence be-

Ilween our two countries, it is
naturtl that from time to time
there will arise some sort of
tension”,

The Foreign Minister
"expressed the determination
on the part of the Japanese
government to work hard to
stimulate our economy and
thereby expand domestic de-
mand” for US products,
Numata said.

But the top diplomats
agreed "that economic issues
should not overshadow the
good and cooperative relation-
ship between the United
States and Japan,” Numata
said.

Japan views the US mililary
presence as important "in light
of the existence of nuclear

Iﬂ:n-punl and the increasin
risk of nuclear weapons prolif-

" eration,” said Numata, adding

that tensfons over the Spratly
islands and other disputes
threatened stability in the re-

n. ;
Christopher noted that

many other Asian countries
support a continued strong US
presence and pledged that
Washington would "consult
closely with Japan on security
issues,” according to Numata.

The Japanese official called

* for closer cooperation on eco-

nomic and other issues with

Washington, suggesting this
involve more low-level uﬁ]chl

than in the past who.would
consult on a regular basis.

ARLINGT{}N V:rglnm US P‘reuldent B:Il Ehntnn (R)

membor.siates since the con-
ﬂjtt began,”

peace. pressing the will of the

"With iis cmphaala* on a ne- Cambodian pcople, say the
gotiated settlement 1o the | elections will result in the
conflict, it is in line with the rubber-stamping of the
policy pursued by the Vietmamese occupation of
Europcan Community and ifts  Cambodia.

- However, Hanei

the stalement

fls troops that invaded In 1978
- withdrew 10 ycars later.
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Bagratian new Armenian PM:

Grant tian, a former Armenian Deputy Prime Minisicr
and Minister of the Economy, was Prime Minister
F in a decree signed by President Levon Ter-Petrossian,

Itar- : AFP from Moscow.
tian, 35, served as interim head of Government
since February 2.
He replaced Khosrov Arutunian, who had served as

premier since July 30, 1992.

Separately, Ruben Shugarian, Ter-Petrossian's former
prcss , was named Armenian Ambassador o the
Uniled States.

Fire kills 3 children in France:

Three children, aged one month to five years, died Friday in a
fire that rav their small ment while they werc
briclly u , fire officials said, AP from France.

The fire gutted the ground-floor riment of the four-
story buflding in this poor northern Paris suburb. The two
infants, one month and 18 months, were burned alive thetr
cribs, rescue workers i:: od G T

The five -old child was asphyxia in room.

wrg:rﬂuwytrhd to resuscitate him but f{ailed.

The victims, Pakistani-born father and Algerian-born
mother, both in a state of shock, were taken to a police
sitation but no were flled. The parents were at work
when the L occurred

Algeria executes 4 fundamentalists:

Four Islamic militants sentenced to death by a mililary court
last May for their involvement in an attack on a border post in
casicrn -Algeria have been executed, the Justice Ministiry
announced Friday, reports AFP from Algiers
Thnﬂnhtrydﬂnniuywlvmur-htrtﬂ\efmrwrt
four were Aissa Messaoudi, also known as

Eight others had their sentences commuted to life
imprisonment. Another was sentenced in absentia.

Eruptions continue at Mayon:
Thousands more refugees crowded evacuation cenlres

Saturday as the Mayon wolcano belchéd clouds of ash and
debris, apparently gearing up for still bigger eruptions,
reports AP from Ph
No casuaities have been rtportn:qlllr:f the voleano
resumed its eruptions Friday after a 10
A minor explosion February 2 killed 68 people, thal
mmmﬁ to order evacuations in a radius of six
{four miles} from the crater.
"We have not lowered the alert level, ﬂur:l'nre wWe are
expctin.( more eruptions. maybe bigger.” said Raymundo
an, director of the Fhﬂippint instftute of
\fokmh# and Setsmology .
Mount Mayon, 350 kilometres (220 miles) southeast of
Manila, emitied ash clouds twice Saturday — at 4:45 am
(2045 GMT Friday) and 6 am (2200 GMT Friday). That

brought the number of eruptions since Friday to seven.

says al of

| tory. reports

watches as nurse Dorothy Seelers (C) administers and oral
polio vaccine Friday to 20 month-old Danielle Bailey while
on a tour of a local clinic. Clinton announced a three
hundred million US dollar initiative to vaccinate

American children.

— AFP/UNB Photo
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WASHINGTON, Feb 13: The
United States' top soldier is
advising against moving too
rapidly ‘to change the missions
assigned - to the military,.
warning that the nation's
fighting power is at stake, re-
ports AP,

“If we proceed too quickly,
or impose changes so
they cannot be absorbed,
risk is that we may the
hasic fabric of our fighting
force,” Ben. Colin Powell,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Stall, said at a news confer-
¢nee Friday

Powell put his’ words of
caution in'a 120 > posilion
paper on the [uture of the mili-

tary. Such a rvport is required
by law cvery thrce years.

The blueprint sel a sharply
different tone from that of the
Clinton administration, which
is urging swifl action to cut
costs. But the four-star general
sought to minimize the difler-
cnces, telling the news con-
ference "there's a new team on
board and we're going to get
ncw ideas from that new
leam.”

Earlier this week, Powell
appeared on TV news pro-
grammes to deny
wanted to leave his post
than his September retire-
ment because of differences
with President Clinton -over
gays in the military and the
pace of defence cuts.

that he

earlier

Powell against hasty
change 1n military

A briefing booklet given to
reporiers at the news confer-
ence said pointedly that
Powell's report was nol an at-
tempt to short-circuit new
administration policy” and was
not "the opening shot of an in-

surrection.”
The report rct:umn'.u:ndl

ending some cross-service re-
dundancies in maintenance
and training, but advises

major consolidation of
m roles carried out by
the Army, Navy, Air Force nnd
Marine Corps.

Powell also warned nst
reducing the size of the US
oveérseas force too rapidly. The
administration wants to bring
the level of US troops in
Europe to 100,000 by the end
of 1996, down [rom previous

goals of 150,000.
"Further 'reductions in for-

ward stationed forces can be

made, but ... the current rate of

reduction should be main-
tained.” Powell wrote. "Going
ln;r l-'n-u:r would adversely al-
n:n

nbﬂ rf]nd n.ndi-
ture.”

Among his other recom-
n a unified command
m defending the con-

tinental United States a s

initial training programme lor
fixed planes and consoli-
dation the Navy and Afr

Forces command and contrel

aircraft into the Navy's E-6A
programme.

UN okays Israel's offer to
take back 101 deportees

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 13:
The Security Council on Friday
ended 1t clash with Isracl over
the exile of more than 400
Palestinians by accepting
Isracl's offer to re te 101
men as a first step toward
bringing them all home, re-
ports AP.

The PLO's permanent rep-
resentative to the world bod
called the council's deal wit

Israc] "meaningless.”

Still, the compromise
would enable Palestinian nego-
tiators to return to Middle
East pcace talks without losing
face. Arab nations had said they
would not rcturn to the bar-
gaining table unti]l all the men
were repatriated,

US Secretary of Slate
Warren Christopher leaves
next Wednesday on a visil to
Arab countries and Israel to try

to reopen peace negotiations,

Security Council President
~ Ahmed !-nnuui of Morocco
said he hoped the talks re-
sume soon. "This is my deep-
scated hope, and | have been

The coundi! urged Israel "to
follow through expeditiously to

allow the return of all depor-
tees.”

The men, deported in
December for alleged links o
Muslim extremisis, are

_'a...ﬁr

KU“ AIT A ram&l and a l:wy cump-eu- in a camel race, pnpu1 T AMONg thr Brdnum tnhn in
Kuwait. The race is organized every week at Kuwait Camel race club The organizers
classify the camels into several categories according to their age, which are then ridden by
yiul.m[ boys not more than 12-year-old. The boys shriek to scare the camels into running

nlt.lr

— AFP/UNB Photo

camped out in Lebanese terri-
tory. Lebanon has refuscd to

accept them, saying it won't be
a dumping ground for Isracli

- deportations.

There was no immediate
word on the dcportecs reac-
tion to the UN move.

But Palestinian
spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi
dismissed the agreement.

"We see this whole thing as
st a deal in a deal. It has no
gitimacy and no substance,”

she said.

The und:rltnndlng was
reached in a privale meeting
between Snoussi and Israeli
Ambassador Gad Yaacobi after
Snoussi{ consulted all eouncil
members. There was no reso-
lution or statement, though
the deal was announced pub-

ud’;‘he PLO's representative;

M Nasser al-Kidwa, com-
mented that the deal was
"completely meaningless, We
do not agree with the assump-
tion that was to today."
" He said he would continue
Palestine ' Liberation
tion efforts to have
trade sanctions imposed on
Israel unless all the deportees
are returned immediately. The
PLO had asked the Security
Council to impose the sanc-
tions.

Snoussi, the council's only
Arab member, said the 15-na-
tion council would take no
more public action unless the
situation flared o again in

to take back 101 deporices
and reduce the two-year ban-
ishment of the remaining men
so that all of them would be
home by the end of this year.
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Japan wants US to retain (ganzms Record

Cafeteria makes holes in
spoons to prevent stealing

MOSCOW: Innovative cafeteria workers in the Russian re-
gion of Chuvash have started making holes in spoons to
their clients from stealing the utensils, a news agency re-
ported , says AP.

The ltar- mnﬂna.':ncyuﬂthlthmm
disappeared a long time ago from canteens in villages in

i

Chumh. a region along the Volga River, -
To keep the spoons from pearing as well, workers
decided to make holes in them, even that makes ft

hard for customers to eat their soup, the agency said, quoting
the Sovetskaya Chuvashia newspaper.

Hungry clients are now closing the holes in.the spoons
with pieces of bread 1o keep the soup from oozing out, but

people are still stealing the spoons despite the holes, Itar-
Tass reported. '

'‘Don't kill your baby,
abandon her’

SALEM, India: Don't kill your baby, abandon her, r:pt.!rl'.l
AP.

That is the officials deliver to parents in this dis-
trict of southerm India.

In a male-dominated society, where millions of poor fami-
lies live on the edge of survival, female, infants are seen as a
financial burden and often m killed.

The practice is common throughout India, but even gov-
crnment agencies were taken tz survey in this region
of Tamil Nadu state last year that found female inlanticide
touches one family in two.

In addition to cracking down on parents who kill infants,
district officials have installed white-painted cradles outside
116 hospitals and clinics so parents who do not want their
babies can leave them.

Animals butc}wred over
political dispute

KANNUR, India: More than 100 rare snakes and dozens of
other animals were killed and burned by assailants in a 200 in
southern India, apparently over a political dispute, a news
agt- reported Friday, says AP.

ing cobra and a python were killed as a mob of 100
nmnpuumflkemaemardaelﬂmtnilﬁmw in a
z00 necar Kannur in Kerala state, United News of India re-
orted.
E Scveral porcupines, seven turtles, 30 white rats, 30 rab-

- bits, two peacocks, six migratory birds, two vultures and an

cagle also died in the blaze, it said.

One foot of a monkey was cut off and the park's pride, a
king cobra, was beaten to death and burned, UNI said. Only
crocodiles and monkeys survived.

The mob injured three park Iaym and later de-

stroyed a garden and damaged a nearby hospital specialized in
herbal medicine.

School spying on students
thru' video cameras

TOKYO: AJ high school has been spying on its stu-
dents th more than 100 video cameras over the past six
years, a school official admitied yesterday, reports AFP.

The 1,800 students at Numazu Kita Private High School in
Shizuoka prefecture, west of Tokyo, are constantly videotaped
and monitored by the cameras -- ht:lttd in such places as

corridors, stairways. cantecn and

"We pul the rameras 1o protect bullicd students and to
prevent the school buildings from being damaged. We iIn-
creased them one after another at spots where urwanted in-
cidents occurred, the offlicial said.

Reno's first priority to
curb violent crimes

MIAMI, Feb 13: Janet Reno
said that as US attorney gen-
eral her first priority would be
prosecuting violent crime. She
also pledged to focus on the
environment and children’s is-
sues — and stay in touch with
the American people, reporis
AP.

"Too often, I think when
you go to Washington you
sometimes forget the com-
munities and neighbourhoods
of America.,” Reno said on
Friday after returning from the

capital, where President
Clinton nominated her
Thursday for the Justice

l)t:p-:tm:nt helm.

Rerio said she belicved her
15 years of cxpericnce as
Miami's top prosccutor would
help her develop national pro-
grammes that work on the lo-
cal level, and to foster better
cooperation between federal
and local law enforcers. She
also stressed that she wants a
fiscally responsible Justice
Department.

“1 think | have an under
standing and experience of the
day- nga}' life of America —
the problems, the frustration.
the rr*lrnl: the youth gangs,

the violence that threads its |

way through all of America.’
she said at an airport ncws
conlerence.

“I've had the hard cxperi-
ences with dealing with riols,
with dcaling with urban prob-
lems, and | think | can trans-
late that {nto some national
policies that | hope can be tl‘
fective for local government.”

Clinton nominated Reno,
54, aller two carlier candi-
dates withdrew because they
had hired illegal aliens. The
US Senate must confirm Reno.

Reno, whose family lived on
the edge of the Everglades
amid pet peacocks and alliga-
tors, said her trip back from
Washington reinforced her de-
sire to protect the environ-
ment.

It was really something as
the plane started to descend,
to look put across that occean
and then to look west across
Florida and sec bluc skies still
existing,” she said.

Myanmar rebels
kill 61 villagers

YANGON, Feb 13: Ethnic
minority rebels raided a village
in northeastern Myanmar and
killed 81 people, including 21
children, the state-owned
Working People's Daily said
Saturday, reports AP,

The group of about 300
rebels shot and bayonetted vil-
lagers last Tuesday in Linkhe
township, in Shan State, and
turmmed down 150 houses be-
fore fleeing. the paper sald.
Fiftecen women were killed,
th children from two
to 12 years of age.

which could

mon

Shan United Revolutionary
nnr of two major Shan

About 4 lakh Sudanese at perzl of infection by Kala Azar

GENEVA, Feb 13; Between
300,000 and 400,000 persons
in southern Sudan are cur-
rently at risk of infection by
Letshmaniasis — also known as
Kala Azar — whal experts at
the World Health Organtzation
(WHO} consider to onc of
the largest epidemics of the
deadly disease in recorded his-
WHO.

Recent reports by the non-
government organization
"Medecins Sns Frontieres
Netherlands”

{(MSF /Netherlands) suggest
that as many as 40,000 per-
sons may already have died,
and that the population of
some villages ]:. been re-

* duced by 30 per cent to 40

per cent.

The discase has already
spread north and east from its
initial focus, and if eflective
action |s taken, there is a
risk of the discasec spreading
even further, with devastating
CONSEGUETICES.

The aflected area, In the

western upper Nile province of
southemn , is a war sonec,
lighting between Sudanese

government troops and rebels
of the Sudan People's
Liberation Army (SPLA) has
made #l fmpossible to under
take effective treatment and
the large-scale mcasures re-
guired to control effectively
the spread of disease. In nor-
mal times, this disease aflects
only a limited and stable popu-

lation. The devastation caused
by war, famine and displace-
ments of population have cre-
ated the preconditions for an

cpidemic

Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL)
called the “killing disease” in
Sudan is transmitted from man
to man by a small insect called
the sandflly and usually ansoci-
ated with fever, enlargement
of the spleen, | h nodes,
and liver, as well as the
anacmia and severe wasting.
Treatment §s based on dadly in-

tions of pentavalent anti-
monials. (20 mg/sbS+hg/day
for 30 days) at a total cost of
around US dollar 100 per pa-
thent. i untreated, all patients
with clinical symptoms will

rn endemic arecas lke
southern Sudan, clinical cases
represent only “the tip of the
iceberg”. Many meore people
are usually develop -

* ing severe forms of the disease

if, for example, they are mal-
nourished.

It is suspected that during
the Gulf War in 198], a num-
ber of soldiers were tnﬁwud;
i few them <!  wre
wﬂnﬂﬂt clintea » oy
ﬁlhm “The Uniwi! = ¥y
Walter Reed 1T S TR |
Research (WRAIR) and 11« US
National Institutes of licalth
(NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland
are now looking at the magni-
tude of this infection among
American soldiers. Those who

were present in the Gulf have
meanwhile been barred from
donating bloed due to the po-
tential risk of transmission.
Blood in the United States s
not at present routinely
screened for Leishmaniasis.
Another area badly affected
by Viscerml Leishmaniasis in
the Indian subcontinent,
where approximately 400.000
new casts are estimated to oc-

cur each Elr. Mortality ts re-

purtt-d to be between 5 pc and
7 pe.
In -nuthrm Sudan, the first
signs of became

npputnl ln mid- 1988 — al-
though it was first believed t©
be an e mic of typhoid
fever. fﬂzthu'hnlh.whbll
had reported these first cases,

determined later in the
that the discase was
Leishmaniasis and that it af
fected thousands of persons—
both in western Nile
and in the

where many had fled in search

of security.
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