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NEWS BRIEFS

B Chowdhury leaves
Sim;pore Hospital

ty Leader of the Housec
Prof . Badn.ldduza Chowdhury
has been released from the
Singapore National Hospital
after successful s heart
operation, according to a mes-
sage received in Dhaka yester-
day. The team of doctors who
operated upon him certified
that the condition of Prol
Chowdhury had improved
tremendously during the
short period of time. They,
however, said that he would
need rest for four to six weeks
before starting his day to day-
activities, reports BSS.

FM goes to
Qatar today

Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman leaves Dhaka
this morning on a two-nation
offictal trip that takes him to
Qatar and Saud{ Arabia. He first
visits Qatar and then flies to
Saudi Arabia, reports BSS.

Asaf-ud-Dowla’s death
anniversary today

The 10th death anniversary
of former News Editor and
Executive Editor of the Dainik
Iticfaq Mohammed Asaf-ud-
Dowla Reza will be observed
today. Quran Khwani and Milad
Mahfil will be held after
Maghreb prayers at his resi-
dence at 243/1, Purba Ram-

pura, reports BSS.
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‘Khaleda, Mahathir hold formal talks

Malaysia will hire skilled

manpower, buy more jute

By Staff Correspondent

‘'‘Malaysia will hire doctors,
nurses and engineers from
Bungladesh in addition to the
18,000 unskilled Bangladeshis
already working in the Sou-
theast Asian nation, a spo-
kesman said on the outcome of
the formal talks between
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and her visiting Malaysian cou-
nterpart Mahathir Mohamad

During the 90-minute talks
at the International Con-
ference Centre Malaysia also
agreed to consider a Bang-
ladesh offer to meet its entire
requirements for jute and jute

Hll sia und Banglndﬂh held formal talks at the Internatmnal Eunferen
M Zia and Dr Mahathir Bin Mohamad led their rﬂlpect.we countries.

goods, Forelgn Secretary Reaz
Rahman told reporters.

Begum Zia told Mahathir
that Dhaka's jute and jute
goods should also get prefer-
ential treatment from Kuala
Lumpur to reduce the bilateral
trade gap that currently stood
at more than 34 milllon dollars
against Bangladesh.

During the 1991-92 finan-
cial year Bangladesh's imports
from Malaysta were worth
40.64 US dollars compared to
its exports worth 6.54 milllon
dollars.

Bangladesh said that the
two countries having close

Mahathlr addresses banquet

friendly ties could benefit from
a special trading arrangement
that would also cover preferen-
tial imports of Ba tea,
urea fertilizer, cables, jute car-
pets, jute yarn and even spe-
cial quality of fine rice.

The spokesman said thal
Begum Zia had explained to
her guest, her government 's
investment policy and sought
Malaysian investment in atl
least two of more than 200 in-
dustrial projects Dhaka has
listed for foreign investment.

Bangladesh wants Malaysia
to have joint ventures in pack-
aging and paper industries,

tyres, tubes, shoes, textiles,
chemical enginecering, food
and alled products in addition
1o transfer of technology.
According to Rahman,
Hangladesh also sought Ma-
laysian assistance to lop a
"Green Belt” covering 700
square kilometers along the
coast mainly to protect the
area from cyclones and [loods.
The Foreign Secrelary,
however, could not give detlails
about the Green Belt, but said
that the Manila -based Asian
Development Bank had re-
cently completed a feastbility

See Page 12 Col 1
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Khaleda tells banquet

Our private sector will Dhaka committed to an
open market economy

explore potentials

Malaysian Prime Minister
Dr Mnhnthlr Bin Mohamad
yesterday (Saturday) said pri-
vatisation policy of Bangladesh

provides considerable oppor-
runitln for bilateral collabora-
tion, reports UNB.
at a banquet
hosted by Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at
Senakunja lastnight, Dr
Mahathir said his government
will encourage the private sec-
tor to explore the pnt:nt.ial in

He noted with pleasure that
Bangladesh became an impor-
tant source of manpower in
the expansion of Malaysia's in-
dustrial and plantation sectors.

“In the promotion of private
sector interaction betweeén our
lwo - countries, our govern-
ments have the task of ensur-
ing that there is a conducive
climate to stimulate this criu-
cally important area in our re-
lations”, Dr Mahathir added.

‘Dr. Mahathir said "we firmly
believe in south-south coopera-
tion in technical assistance o

- take advantage of the available

expertise in the developing

‘world. In this context he said

under the Malaysian technical
caoperation both Bangladesh
and Malaysia have been work-
ing together for mutual inter-
Csls.

See Page 12 Col 6

.a banquet

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday (Satu-
rday) made a strong that
Bangladesh's exportables be
allowed to enter the Malaysian
market at a preferential rate of
duty to increase bilateral trade,
reports UNB. '

“Bangladesh looks forward
to increasing trade with
Malaysia”, she said addressing
in honour of
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr
Mahathir Bin Mohamad here
last night.

"It is our ardent hope that
our expertable products should
be allowed to enter Malaysian
market at a preferential rate of
duly, at least al per with com-

Trade bodies sign accord

The two apex trade bodies
of Bangladesh and Malaysia
Sunday signed an agreement
on economi¢ and commercial
co-operation to expand the

present level of trade between

them:

The Federation of Bangla-
desh Chambers of Commerce.
and Industry (FBCCI) and the
Nalional Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry of Malaysia
(NCCIM) signed the agreement
at a luncheon meeting in the
presence of the visiting
Malaysian Prime Minister, Dr
Mahathir Mohamad.

The agreement was signed

By Staff Correspondent

by Mahbubur Rahman, Pre-
sident of the FBCCI and his
counterpart, in the NCCIM,
E:_l Sri Wan Azmi Wan Ham-

The signing occasion was
attended

by a number of minis-
ters of both the countries, offi-
cials, diplomats and en-
treprencurs.

Under the agreement both
the sides agreed to encourage
and promote direct contact
between the entreprencurs of
the countries and strengthen
the development of commer-
cial and industirial activities be-
tween them.

Undt:r the accord, both the
trade bodies would soon set up
a joint standing committee
which would meet as and
when necessary alternately in
the capitals of the two coun-
tries to steer the proposed
cconomic co-operation ahead.

The two chamber chiefs
also agreed to facilitate and
promote exchange of busincss
delegations and specialists as
well as assist in establishing
contacts in connection with
trade and exhibitions and ex-
change of information on trade
and investment.

See Page 12 Col 1

_eration in all fields,

 mad said yesterday

peting products under ASEAN
Trade Preference Scheme.”

Inviting Malaysian en-
Lrepreneurs to invest, she said
Bangladesh has recently pro-
vided various incentives and
facilities in order to encourage
investment of foreign capital in
the private sector,

"We firmly believe that our
two countiries have vast poten-
tials to increase bilateral coop-
to our
mutual benefit”, Begum Zia
said. .

She said her government
has been elected through free
and fair elections and is firmly

See Page 12 Col 8

'‘Democracy and
development
should go

~ together'
By Staff Correspondent

Malaysian Prime Minister
Pato Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
that
democracy and development
should go hand in hand in all
ficlds.

"Democracy is meaningless
if it fails to enhance the well-
being of the people and il
turmoil and disorder becomes
the way of life,” said Dr
Mahathir in his speech at the

See Page 12 Col 7
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EC to recount
Mirpur votes

Recounting of votes in all
the 117 centres of Mirpur
constituency will be held on
I'ebruary 15 at 10 am at the
Flection Commission Secret-
artiut following allegation of
manipulation of the byelection
results, reports UNB.

The decision was an-
nounced yesterday jointly by
C hiel Election Commissioner
Justice Mohammad Abdur Rouf
and Eleclion Commissioner
Justice Syed Mejbahuddin
| lossain.

Recounting will take place
in the auditorfum of the
Election Commission Secre-
tariat and results will also be
announced there after tabul-
ation, EC officials said.

The Returning Officer
Badiur Rahman, who is Dhaka

Divisional Commissioner, will
conduct the fresh tally in
presence of the Election
Commissioner, polling agermts
of the candidates, political
leaders and journalists.

Opposition Awami League
alleged vote fraud and media
coup In the February 3 byelec-
tion after the ruling BNP can-
didate was dec elected by
media on the basis of unofficial

Election Commission an-
nounced unofficial results late
Fecbruary 3 night and official
results next day. According to
the results, Syed Mohammad
Mohsin of BNP BO, 127
votes while his nearest rival
Kamal Ahmed Majumder of AL
got 77,5365.

Hasina tells press in Rajshahi
Ban on Jamaat, Shibir

if voted to power

RAJSHAHI, Feb 13: Awami
League President and Leader of
the Opposition in parliament
Sheikh Hasina today (Saturday)
said if returned to power with
iwo-third mafjority, her party
will amend the Constitution to
ban the politics of Jamaat-
Shibir, reports UNB.

Exchanging views with
journalists at the local Circuit
House, Hasina termed the
bloody incident of February 6
in Rajshahi University “an
outcome of clandestine
derstanding™ between BNP
and Jamaat.

At least 5 students died and
several hundred others were
wounded in the clashes be-
tween lslami Chhatra Shibir
and the All-Party Student
Unity, led by Awami League-
backed Chhatra League and
BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi Chh-
atra Dal

“BNP does not want to
blame Jamaat for the incident
while Jamaat is very cautious
about their remarks on the
incident, indicating a secret
understanding between the
two”, Hasina said.

She alleged that the Home
Mintster ordered police to fire
on the supporters of Chhatra
Dal and Chhatra Oikya after
Jamaat Leader Matiur Rahman
Nizami's telephonic conversa-
tion with the Home Minister
and the Prime Minister. |

BNP is instigating conflicts
and anarchy under a conspir-
acy to disrupt the democratic
process, the Awami League
President further alleged.

*After the establishment of |
democracy in the country,

un-

people did not expect unrest
and terrorism which prevail in
different educational institu-
tions, including Rajshahi,
Chittagong, Mymensingh and
Jahangirnagar Universities”,
she said.
The  opposition leader nr:-
cused BHF of igno rg
19?3

University Ord
and said such an u h-:mt si-

tuation would not hmn: erupted
on the campus if that ordi-
nNnancc was
The Vice-Chancellors
Rajshahi and Chittagon
Universities were appointed
the government illegally,

in

said. "It s not possible to
restore pecace on campus
by thaose incngahit Vice-
Chancellors.”

Hasina said Awami League
had led the democratic
movement against Ershad
with the objective to protect
fundamental rights of the
people as well as their lives
and property. "But what BNFP .
is doing under the garb of
democracy is pursuing a dicta-

torial policy.”
Those who cannot rely on

the people are to depend on
the strength of arms, she said,
alleging that the present gov-
ernment lost credibility with
the people and took up the
arms to remain in power.

"How people with unautho-
rised arms could move scot
free had there not been any
backing from the govern-
ment,” she asked.

The press conference was
attended, among others, by Dr
Alauddin. Abdul Jalil, Begum
Matia Chowdhury, MP. '
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Palestinian deportees
reject UN formula

MARJ AZ-ZOHOUR (Leba-
non), Feb 13: Palestinian
deportees said today they
would not accept a five-point
UN Security Council formula
aimed at defusing the crisis,
reports Reuler.

"We reject this declaration
totally because it is an attempt
to get around Security Couneil
Resolution (799}, the depor-
leader Abdul Aziz Al-
Rantisi told reporters at their
makeshilt camp in -South
Lebanon.

The UN paper said Israel’s
offer to let 101 deportees re-

turn at once and the rest by
the end of the year was a step
in the right direction.

But it also reaffirmed reso-
lution 799, passed a day after
Israel expelled the Palestinians
on December 17, which de-
manded their immediate re-
tum,

Rantisi said the formula
was an attempt to get around
an earlier recommendation by
UN Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros Ghali for the Security
Council t6 take all necessary
measures to implement resolu-

See Page 12 Col 2

‘Project Nazrul
properly’
Star Report

On the 13th day of month-
long Amar

Khan Ataur Rahman, Asadul
Huq and Khalid Hossain took
part in the discussion. -

Speakers at the meeting
urged the singers of Nazrul
songs to be cautious about its
distortion saying that the -
fection of the be
maintained for the interest of

See Page 12 Col 6

RaE hahi mcident
Arrest order

against Jamaat
chief, 3 others

From RU Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Feb 13: Rajshahi
city Magistrate Saturday issued
warrant of arrest against act-
ing Amir of Jamaat-e-Islami
Abbas Ali Khan and three
others Shibir leaders while po-
lice detained 21 Shibir ac-
tivists for their alleged in-
volvement in February 6
Rajshahi University incident.

Magistrate B K Shaha issued
the arrest order after the City
Mayor Mizanur Rahman Minu
sued them for making libelous
statement against him relating
to the campus clashes on

6. -

The other accused a
Shibir central President
Hamid Hussain Azad, General
Secretary Rafiqul Islam Khan
and RU unit President Matiar
Rahman Akandh.

The City Mayor who is also a
BNP leader in his prayer said
that the defendants issued
statements to the press in-
volving him with the university
clashes that damaged his im-
age as a Mayor,

Meanwhile, police arrested
21 activists of Islami Chhatra
Shibir for their alleged in-
volvement in the bloody
clashes on the campus that lelt
five students dead and some
500 others injured.

Warrants against
11 JP leaders

Warrants of arrest have
been issued against 11 leaders
of the Jatiya Party in a case
under the Anti-Terrorism Act
for eausing damage to vehicles,
attack upon: police and creat:
ing anarchy by blasting cock-
tails, reports UNDB.

The accused named in the
case include Sirajul Hossain
Khan, Syed Abu Hossain Babla,
Mahbubul Hagq Dolon, M.A
Galfar, Taiyebur Rahman, Iqbal
Hossain Raju and five others.

All the accuséd have been

chargesheeted: The case was
filed by the officer-in-Charge of
Tejgaon thana.
. Meanwhile, a Jatiya Party
leader, Nurul Islam Majumder
alias Milon has been placed
under detention for 30 days
under the Special Powers Act.
"~ Milon, International Affairs
Secretary of JP, was arrested
from Zia International Airpert
on February 10 ( Wednesday )
on the eve of his departure for
Saudi Arabia with objectionable
papers and documents in htn
briefcase.

As many as 13 students will
te for an Honours seat of
University for the scs-
sion 1992-83.

This year about 47,012
candidates have applied- for
only
Honours seats, according to
slatistics.

Last year, some 44,400 stu-
dents applied for a total of
3,602 seats and the ratio was

- 12:1 while it was 11.1 in the

previous year.

The receiving and selling
the a
mission

of

tion forms for ad-
ended yesterday

{Saturday). The last date for

submission of forms was

Mmly 10, bu the Dhaka
University authorities ex-
tended the date to February

13.

Ulll\'ll'ﬂw authorities star-

ted g forms from

January 25 for admission in 41
of the DU.

3,727 of first year -

About 16,456 students, the

13 to vie for each DU

By Masud Arif
highest number of candidates
applicd in '‘Gha’ unit. Those
who want to change subject or
faculty have to apply through
this unit.

Beside, - 13,890 students
have applied in 'Ka' unit
(Faculty of Science). The num-
ber was 12 ﬁﬂ? last year.

" About 10,166 candidate
have applied in 'Kha unit
(Faculty of Arts) in which only
0,680 students applied last

Htanwhile. some 6,500
students have applied in 'Ga’
unit (Faculty of Commerce)
this year. Some 6,110 candi-
date applied last year in this

Around 43,000 students

pplied for some 3,602 scats
In 1990-81 session while
39,000 students competed for
a lotal of 3,500 scats in 1989-
90 session, according to avail-
able statistics.

Hons seat

The university authorities
arranged three commercial
banks in different places of the
city to sell the application
forms.

Some students from distant
part of the country were Seen
buying the forms after normal
banking hour at 4.20 in the
afternoon yesterday.

Some form receiving coun-
ters remained open even alter
5 pm yesterday.

The authorities earlier sug-
gested different Dean offices to
keep the counters open on

ay, February 12 to avoid
rush in recetving forms.

No untoward ineident so lar
was reported this year in dis-
tributing or receiving the ap-
plication.

Meanwhile, a large number

of youngmen were seen with

temporary shop of guide books
for admission near the banks
and mcmm; couniers.

Shopkeeper shot
dead: Ctg BIT
students go
on rampage

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 13: A
shopkeeper was shot dead and
about ten shops were dam-
aged when a group of students
of Bangladesh Institute of
Technology (BIT) attacked a
local bazar this morning, po-
lice sources said.

Maharram Ali, 22, was shot
dead when he tried to obstruct
the unruly students.

The incident was sequel to
a predawn storming of a dor-
mitory of BIT by the support-
ers of a rival faction who were
hunting for some outsiders.

A group of students bro-
ught out a procession pro-
testing the attack on the
dormitory. When the proces-
sion reached the Chowmuhany
Barzar the shops came under
attack.

== = ==

Thank you

Your Excellency

for

inaugurating the

Malaysian Trade Centre in Dhaka

Malaysia- Bangladesh Venture Ltd.

T —————



