DHAKA SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13,

1993

Spirit of Ekushey Lives On

Read Bangla

By Rahat Fahmida

On every Ekushey almost all the newspa-
pers, magazines and journals of different types
in the country publish special fssues. This is to
acquaint the pcople to the history and ellicacy
of the language movement. Each year in this
particular month such movement seems to
gain new momentum — but all this is just for
the month of February. All the schools and ed-
ucational institutions are lecturing about what
should be done. Different programmes in the
electronic medias are centred around the
same subject and of course, not to miss oul on
the national newspapers. DBut whatever hap-
pens with regard to culitivatiofi of this great
language throughout the year gocs quite unno-
liced |

To get to the very B
basic Bengali lan-
guage to most mcans
books. It means
books that they read
to themseélves si-
lently. Often, of

“course, people sce
and hear a play;
sometimes they lis-
ten lo the radio. Yet '’
most of their expe-
rience of literature
is onc in which they
‘hear” what tLhey
rcad only s in their
‘inner ear’. They
read to themselves,
silently, alone.
Their silent, rapid
rcading of a page is
Lthe result of their
long cxposure 1o
fixed, uniform print.
Their very notions of
what Bengali literat-
ure s and how it
works upon us have
been fixed by all
their experience of the printed words, the
unchanging, uniform arrangement of words
upon the page. Talking about Bengali literature
and its popularily amongst the pcople is very
limited. The main reason is, majority of the
population arc in the villages. And one cer-

. inlo aecount. :

Al a seminar recently, a professor of Dha
University, Zahcda Ahmed said, this country
has Been unable (o utilise its human resources
due to lack of right educatien planning,
poverly and the absence ol right social infras

Poor countries cautioned
against adverse impact

of free trade

A Canadian professor yes-
terday cautioned the poor

-—

tainly has to Lake their systiem of education

President Prof M Alimullah

tructure for education. Though primary edu-
cation is now compulsory, but sadly enough
even those who have completed their primary
education know very little about the Bengali
language. Mosl of the villages have very poor
attendance in their schools, more so becausc
of the economic status ol the [amilies., Another
factor crucial for the child’'s education is the
system in which they are taught. Most families
prefer to send their children to Madrashas and
Maktabs, as Ahmed said, which in the long run
fgnores teaching Bengali as such. As was dis-.
cussed by this and other educationists that onc
of the drawbacks of the country’s education
systcm is. there cuc 45,930 primary schools,
whereas there are
over 70,000 - of
Madrashas and
Makiabs (which in
mursl cases are out ﬂl!l
tunc with the teach-
*ing ol Bengali lan:
guage or literaturc).
Terming Lthe
growth of Madrashas
‘prolific’ she ob-
scrved, that the late
70s and the whole of
80s witnessed the
cmergenee ol %ill-
¢ducated, but clever,
dishonest agents
with petro-dollar
conneetions  who'
grivclually replaced
the local itinerant
alms collectors as
source of funds for

"these upcoming
Maktabs and
Madrashas.”

-Without Dbeing

disrespecetiul to the
teachings of these
Muakilabs and Madra:
shas, it should notl outl cast or rather shadow
the lcarning of the mother tongue. To make
the school cducation ceonomically and socially
relevant, this prolessor of Dhaka University
sugecsicd, the curriculum ought 1o be flexible
enough to incorporale eourses suitable for the |
various necds of the pupils coming from
diffcrent strata of life. There should be a corc
component of basic compulsory subjccts
including English as the sceond language and
mathemalics, but giving tep priority to Bengali
at all classes, ' '

Udichi artistes performing dance at the Centr

o] Shihoed

Minar as part of Amar Ekushey programme. — Star photo

Govt firm to adopt policy of rewarding

talented people : Majid

Agriculture, Irrigation, Wa-
ter Development and Flood
Control Minister M Majid-ul-
Haque said here yesterday
that the government was de-
termined to adopt a proper
policy so that talented people
were duly rewarded, reports
BSS.

ile was inaugurating the
26th annual convention of

Bangladesh Water and Power
Engineers Association at the
Institution ef Engineers here
last S

Mohammad Nurul Huda,
State Minister for Establi-
shment, attended the function
as special guest. Among oth-
ers, Abdur Razzaque, Chair-

man, Water Development
Board, S T 8 Mahmood, Chair-

man, Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority, @ M Khaled and
Mizanur Rahman, President
and Acting General Secretary
of the association spoke on the
occasjon.

Haque the hope
that the would con-
iribute their mite in the na-

tion-buflding activities with
dedication and sincerity.

"People should be empoweréd
to alleviate poverty'

By Staff Cur;espundent

People should be empowe-
red to alleviate poverty, re-
move all diseriminations and
to establish rule of law and
democracy in the country to
achieve economic sell-reliance.

This was stated by
Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad
in a summary report of its re-
cently concluded week-long
seminar on "The past two
decades and the coming one”,
rclcased in a press conference
ycsterday.,

The Parishad said this could
be achieved by educating the
people, taking up employment
oriented programmes “for
them and by increasing the
awareness of the urban and ru-
ral poor.

The report was read out by
Chairman of U Parishad,
Kazi Khaliguzzaman at the
Jatiya Press Club auditorium.
The press conference was also
attended by Fakruddin Ahmed,
former Forcign Secretary, Prof
Nurul Islam of BUET, Prol
Airin *Nishat of BUET: and

Alaus Samad, the ‘local BBC

‘correspondent. .

The Parishad viewed that
the nation could not stand on a
firm footing in the last decades .

qand as a result the future has

become uncertain. The semi-
nar, therefore, observed that
alleviation of poverty should be
the main thrust for develop-
ment.

The report said a small
scgment of the society holds
all the power whereas the
mass people are in a marginal
position. Development could
not be achicved without the
participation of this ' vast
majority, it added,

Referring te the environ-
ment, the report said ‘the peo-
plc would be interested to
preserve environment only #f
their economic  condition was
improved. It also undcrscored
the need for expansion ol edu-
cational programnics for this

purpese. . .
The report observed that

le, especially the poor .
m{mrﬁ of their rights in

the” Constitution.
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On all service facilities
from 14th Feb, 1993

Be one of the

entitled to this special offer on
first-come-first-served-basis.

- SERVICE CENTRE

13, Mohakhali C.A. Dhaka-1212,
Phone: 882391, 882361

ANNIVERSARY

BONANZA
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FREE life membership which entitles
you to special discounts upto 20°-

on all service faciiities.
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Miyan, the seminar was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Food Minister M Shamsul
Islam and Prof Nurul Momin of

lldp]aineu -

: on tddlld'd 000

countries against the adversc
impact of free trade agreement

[FTA), reports UNB.

Prof John Richards of |[,ternational Relations
Simon Fraser University, Department of Dhaka
Canada told a rescarch seminar  ypversity. ) _ o \
here yesterday that growing Referring to South Asian ; e s : "'
industries in experience, Food Minister M ; Ll Ti . e \

: ';::: counirics
will fall under t t if they go
on FTA

In free trade agreement,
developed countries with their
technological advancement
will dominate the poor and de-
vcloping countries, he added.

The seminar on "Problems

Shamsul Islam said regional
trade accords are removing

tradc barricrs within the ry-
gional countries and con-

tributing to the growth of rc
gional economy. 1

T, el B

and Polential. of Regional m
Trade Agreement: Lessons
from the European Community
and North American Free B ' V
Trade Association” was organ- i
ised by International Sﬂful'tfdl'
University of Business, B _
Agriculture and T!'Ehl’lﬂlﬂﬂ 5.00 Opening announccnwnt
(IUBAT), Dhuka at the audito- Al-Quran
rium of Academy for Planning Progmmme summary
and t 5.10 News in
Prof Richards said if any 65.26 Cartoon film Care
 cou wants to go on FTA, it Bears Family
should consider some major ©-00 Amra Natun |
scctors including auto intlus- 930  Open University
tries, agriculture, textiles and 7.05 m
apparel, cnergy services. fi- 8.00. News in Bangla
nancial services, investment, 8.30 Abhimat
standards, cnvironment, gov- ;gﬁ News in English
iernment procurement and ; Dallas
6dhput: scttlement. 11.30 Khabar/The News
i Presided over by TUBAT 11.45 Closing
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By Staff Corespondent

Weather is likely to remain dry over the country with
partly cloudy sky over Rajshahi division and the regions of
Mymensingh, Tangail, Dhaka and Sylhet during the next 24
hours commencing 6 am today {Saturday). )

The Met office forecasts, night temperature is Jikely to
remain unchanged over the country. _

The maximum temperature of the country of 30.6 degree
Celsius was reported from Rajshahi yesierday and the mini-
mum of 13.9 was from Srimangal.

The sun scts today (Saturday) at 5.52 pm and rises tomor-

The maxinmm and the minimum temperature and humid-
ity recorded in some of the major cities and towns of the

3 CTrEy——

C)'G'm the unique birth spacing pill

4 from USA has suited me very well,
y . SHE for it has kept me relaxed and smiling.

country yesterday were:
Cities/Towns Temperature in Humidity in
. degree Celsius perceniage
TIEX min 9 am 6pm |
Dihaka 29.4 15.3 73 54
Chittagong 27.0 15.6 O 78
mhn 30.6 16.2 82 62 :
" 30.0 16.5 B9 65
Barisal 29.5 15.5 97 73
Cox's Bazar 27.6 16.4 78 72 eyeonTew  Eee S (EEEcEE
< Sylhet 27.1 16.0 85 74 SOCIAL MARKE TING COMPANY
Dinajpur 28.8 16.2 83 63



