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NBL volleyball
final today
Sports Reporter

Defending Titas
C‘M l-ht on their arch-rivals '
year's co-flinalists
ml in a repeat of
the First Division volley-
ball league final at the Outer
Stadium wvelicyball court at
3:30 this afternoon.

Yesterday, in the battle of
the losing semifinalists Water
Development Doard beat Power
Deve
and m clinch the third
position.

Works Minister Rafiqul
Islam Migh will give away the
prizes as the chiel guest alter

today's final
Nat'l karate
Sports Reporter
The two-day tenth national
karate champio will be
held from April 14, and 15 in
Chitiagong, says a press re-
leasc.
The meet was originally

scheduled for February 17 and
18 in Dhaka.

More money likely
for the needy

Sports Reporter
The Ministry of Youth and
Sports is considering raising
the distressed sports persons’
fund to 75 lakh taka from the
present allocation of 556 lakh
taka, according to a highly

placed ministry official.
If the additional money s

Ali Cup soccer

Sports Reporter

Ganaktult Kishore Football
Xl (Reds) and Noor mrtlng
Club have moved into the final
of the Ali Sports Cup juvenile
lootball tournament.

Ganaktuli Reds and Noor
Sporting Club won their re-
spective semifinal encounters
yesterday, held at two city
venues. '

At the Azimpur ground,
Ganakiuli Reds outplayed
Ganaktuli Kishore Xl
(Yellows) by four goals to nil.

Mohsin netied twice and
Shah Alam and Swapan once
each for the winners.

At the Outer Stadium, Noor

S e

Raju and hl-huﬂ were the:

Rajshahi hockey
Sports Reporter

The prize-giving ceremony
of the ﬂnhmlm!'hm

Bai
points and Friends

'ﬂhtln

Sporting
Club with eight points fin- |

T & T badminton

A five badminton com-
petition of T & T Board began

at the Telecom Training  Cen- .

tre yesterday, reports UNB.

Forty-eight shuttlers rcpre-
senting 10 teams are taking
partl in the competition.

PDB athletics on

The two-day annual inter-
office athletic meet of the
Bangladesh Power Develop-
ment Board (PDB) began at the
Rajarbagh Police parade
ground yesterday, reports
UNB.

Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, Minister for Encrgy
.and Mineral Resources, thau-
gurated the mect.

About 300 competitors
from 28 teams including 18
oflices and 10 schools of the
 PDB are taking part in the
meet.

Acting Chairman of the FIJH
and president of the Sports
—and Cultural Committee of the
organisation Obaidul Haque
were present on the occasion.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain Khoka
will attend the closing function
of the meet today and dia-
tribute the prizes.

Ctg schools games

CHITTAGONG, Feb 10:

Chittagong region eamed the

championship in the Chitta-
gonf divisional school and

rasha winter games and
sports competitionn which end-
ed at the Chittagong Stadium
here this afternoon, reports
BSS.

Chittagong region collected
215 points while Comilla re-
gion collected 137 points.In
_ the boys' senior group Nasir-

uddin of Chittagong Gover-
nment High School -became
individual champion securing
16 points. He also became the
fastest boy in the senfor group.

In the boys' (junior) group
Md Jalar Igbal of mati
Paharika High School became
individual champion collecting
9 points.

Board 158, 153

i
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"continued his

HK Sixes beckons Bangladesh |

Bangladesh is
likely 10 take part
in the world invi-
lation six-a-side

cricket tourna-
- ment to be held
from next ﬂt‘lnbtr l to 3 in
Hong Ko according to an
offictal of the Bangladesh
Cricket ﬂuntrnl Board (BCCH)
yesterday.
The official, whe preferred

not to be named, said that the
president of the Hong Kong
Cricket Association Hatim
Ebrahim had handed over the
invitation letter to the BCCB
vice-president . Raisuddin
Ahmed during the ICC meeting
in London last weck.

The Hong Kong Cricket
Association the first
ever Hong Kong Sixes meet
last October when a team from
Pakistan led by Javed Miandad
won the championship beating
arch-rivals India.

The six other teams which
participated in the inaugural
tourney were Australia,
England, New Zealand, Shri
LLanka, the West Indies and
Zimbabwe.

However, the forthcoming
tournament will not be re-
stricted only to the Test play-
ing nations; some associate
members of the ICC will also
be allowed to participate.

But it could not be ascer-

tained how many non-Test
playing nations would be in-
vited for the Hong Kong Sixes
lournament.

Thc BCCB ll'lﬂ consider the

Sports Reporter

invitation letter at its meeting
later.

NATIONAL CRICKET

Meanwhile, the BCCB has
made a minor change in the
venues for the 19th national
youth and national cricket
championships beginning from
Febru 25 and March 7 re-
apectively,

Jhenidah replaced Jessore
and Pabna in the youth and na-
tional championships respec-

%\e four wother youth

cricket venues are Comilla,

Tangail, Satkhira and
Thak )
The six national zonal

venues are Sylhet, Tangaill,
Khulna, Thakurgaon, Dhaka
and Pabna's replacement
Jhenidah.

With the number of partic-
ipating teams for national
championship raised to 50
from 47, another zonal venue

" may be introduced, BCCB trca-

surer Reza-c-Karim told this
correspondent yesterday. -

The zonal fons along
with the defending champions
Chittagong and last 's run-
ners-up Sylhet will contest in
the final round to be held in
the city in late March.

The [inals of the
championship will
in 'Dhaka with the zonal
champions and holders
Jessore and runners-up

youth
be held

Meanwhile, the Milnars

First Division league title de-
ciding play-ofl between Warl
Chub and Dhanmondi Club is
scheduled for tomarrow at the
Mirpur Pallabl ground.

Both Wart and Dhanmondi
have 20 points from 12 oul-
ings, ircinding four super
league matches, each.

However, the maich is only

of academic interest since
both teams have already
carned prometion o the

Navana Premier Division league
nexl scason.

NAVANA CRICKET

Meanwhile, the prestigious
Navana resumes today
afler a day's break at two city
venues.

esh Biman take on
Kalabagan Krira Chakra at the
Dhaka Stadium while Surja
Tarun Club meet babes Udity
Club at the Dhanmend! Cricket
Stadium in the two matches of
the day.

Following is the points table

of the Navana Premier
Diviston lpague, s on Tuesday:
M W L P1s
Abahani B T 1 14
GulshanYouth ¢ 7 2 14
Mohammedans 7 6 1 12
GMOCC T 85 2 410
Brothers 8 4 4 8
Biman 8 4 4 B8
Surja Tarun 6 3 3 6
Victoria g 3 6 6
Udity 8 3 B 6
Kﬂhl:ngan 8 2 6 4
10 0 10 0

Forget's most forgettable days

MILAN, Feb 10:
World number 10
Guy Forget comp-
leted twé of the
most [ ttable
days of his pro-
fessional career

when he crashed out in the.

first round of the 800,000

dollar Milan Indoor tourna-
ment on Tl.l:ldlj’, reports
Reuter.

The number five sced was
wiped off eourt 7-6, 6-3, by
I‘}ulchm-..llnﬂﬂtﬂ'lnh.-‘hc
form
losing finalist in Marseille. -
t and his

in
straight sets to little-known

Hendrick-Jan Davids I’H‘rﬂﬂ'

Pimek.

It was the Frenchman's
midopcniugrnundlmgkl
-ﬂmthumuﬁ

Hcl'lﬂudhﬂndﬂu
.on his powerful Icllhln&ad

service and managed only a 51 -

mtmtmmt:uht

.~ Seimerink, a fellow left-
hander ranked
to - attack
serve and
rus forward to volley
whenever he could, making 79
wisits 16 the net to 27.
. There were no such dramas
for top seed Stefan Edberg

ﬂlﬂcmhdtl‘uwghhhnpm
ing match against the poten-
“tially da

.ﬂ.!'ldl'ﬂ E-a.. ?'E}

Medvedey :tl_r'ted with a

bang, winning the first three
games but Edberg steadied and
recled off the next six to take
the set, and a ‘stranglehold on
the match..

Ilvan Lendl took the most
diflicult route possible to reach
the second round when he
squeezed past Diego Nargiso in
three thrilling tiebreak sets.

At 32, the oldest player in
the field, Lend] belied his ad-
vancing years to come back
from a sert behind and a.ser-
vive break down in the second
set to beat the 107th-ranked
Italian 6-7, 7-6, 7-6.

After two hours and 50
minutes the former world
number one eventually pre-
vafled B-6 in the final set tic-
break.

But it was hardly a convinc-
ing performance from the
fourth seed, who started 1993
with defeat in the first round
of the Australian Open and the
second round in Marseille.

Lendl looked to
thrown away his chance in the
final set tiebreak when he blew
three consecutive match

Japanese paddlers
in City
Sports Reporter

The visiti seven-member
Japanese tab tennh delega-
tioh meets players and
organisers today in a discus-
sion on table tennis training,
development process and its
methods at 10:00 am at the
National Sports Council con-
ference room.

Additional Secretary in-
char of the Ministry of
,Textiles A H Molazzal Karim
will fnaugurate the pro-
gramme as chiefl guest.

The visftors will conduct a
combined practice session
and piay some exhibition
matches at the Outer Stadium
wooden-floor gymnasium this
afternoon.

The Japanesc team led by
Hiroshi Shofi, exc¢cutive dirce-
tor of the Japan Table Tennis
Association, arrived in the city

on Tuesday night on a five-day
visiL.

39, seized on
" the opportunit
‘s

us Ukraninian

have

points at 6-3 but then closed

out the match with winners on

the next two points, :
Nargiso said Lendl's experi-

‘ence Hnnlly lnld in th: cnd.. "1

Toeuy FORGET

had my chance when serving
at 4-3 in the second set but
there are 100 places between
us in the rankings and that
showed in the last two
tiebreaks,” he said.

Defending champion Omar
Cam pulled oll an aston-
ishing escape act against
Swedisk. wild-card Nicklas
Kulti in the carly hours of
Tuesday moming.

Camporese faced four con-
secutive match points when 6-
2 down in the third sct
ticbrcak but clawed his way
back to take it 9-7 and the
match 4-6, 7-6, 7-6.

Edberg will play defending
champion Omar Camporese of
Italy.

Campnrtsc won last ycdrs

final, defeating Croatian big
server Goran Jvanisevic.

Agas31 eyes the crest

MEMPHIS, Feb
10: Third-secded
} Andre Agassi
scored a 6-2, 6-2
victory over
Simon Youl in the
sccond round of the dirs
780,000 Kroger-St Jude Inter-
national, reports AP.
, ranked eighth by the

ATP Tuur, took the victory
Tuesday t, Jobbing the fi-
nal point l.hl: match over the
Australian’s head and breaking
his serve.
" Agassi said he is focust
moving up to the top five,
the top three

"It's goin,g to require a big-
ger commitment on all sides,”
he said. "I'm going to have to
sacrifice a lot of personal time.
I'm going to have to pay morc

of a cost when it comes to -

preparing for. tournaments.”
Agassi, a 1988 winner of the
Memphis tournament, won his
first tournament of the in
San Francisco last week. He
was ranked No 3 in 1988.

"There is a mixture of a lot
of things 1 need to do, but it
starts with making my tennis
‘No 1," he said.

In an earlier mnnd round
match, 10th-seed Mark
Woodforde took his game to
the nét to beat Jimmy Arias 6-
3, 6-3.

"‘One of his weaknesses is

said.

at the net,” Woodforde said.

Arias doesn't volley natu-
rally, he said.

"He has a very good fnrt:—
hand, but I don't mind if he
runs me around, because | can
chase him down.”

Arias, atop 10 player in lhf:
carly '80s, came to the tour-
nament ranked 175th. He
moved to the second round
with a 7-6 (7-4), 6-4 victory
Monday over Brian Devening.

Also in second-round play,
unsceded Richey Rencberg
eliminated ' 16th-seed Renzo
Furlan of Italy 7-6 (10-8), 6-4.

- Reneberg was sidelined for
three months last year with a
herniated disk nnd fell from
27th to 95th. Ranked 67th
coming to Memphis, he said
he hopes to approach 30th by
the end of the year.

"Once you come back and
play after you've been hurt, you
really appreciate playing,” he

Unseeded Todd Martin de-
feated 12th-seed David Whea-
ton 6-4, 6-3.

The tournament at The
Racquet Club of Memphis wra-

" ps up Sunday.

Top-seed - Jim Courier,
ranked No 1, was scheduled fo
play Wednesday, as were sec-
ond-seed Michacl Chang and
defending champion MaliVai
Washington, the Na 4 sced.

|

Nat'l juniors
from tomorrow

Sports Reporter

The two-day elevenith na-
tional junior athletics
onship will begin at the
Hockey Stadium tomorrow
February 12.

About 1[50 competitors
from 20 teams will contest in
1§ events. Thirty top athletes
of this fray wiil be musiered in
the Bangladesh Krira Shiksha
Protisthan for coaching.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain will in-
augurate the meet at nine in
the moming

Women leave for
Iran today

A five-member Bangladesh
women's team will leave for
iran today to participate in the
first women's sports champi-
onship for the Islamic coun-
irtes to be held in Tehran
February 13-19, reports UNA.

Former sprint queen and
joint sceretary of the Women's
Sports Federation Sufia
Khatoon will lead the Bangl-
adesh squad.

Other members are; Firoza
Khatoon, Nilufar Yasmin
(athletics), Kazi Shahana
Parveen (shooting) and Monira
Rahman Dalla [swimming).

Firoze, the fastest woman of
the country, along with Nilufar
will compete in the 60 and
200 metres sprints and the
long jump.

Dalia, winner of six swim-
ming gold in the recent
Bangladesh Games, will
participate fin the 100 and
200 metres f[ree-style, 100
metres butterflly and 100
metres backstroke. -

SAF Gamcs gold medalist -

Kazi Shahana Parveen will par-
ticipate in her lavourite air ri-
fle event.

Smooth sail for
Seles, Shriver

CHICAGO, Feb 10: No 1-
ranked Monica Seles nceded
just 49 minutes to deleat
Kimberly Po 8-1, 6-2 in a sec-
ond-round match at the
Virginta Slims of Chicago tour-
nament, reports AP.

. The top-seeded Seles
blasted away from the bascline
Tuesday, whilc Po committed
numerous unforced errors in
trying to oulslug her opponent.

Seles sajd she was some-
what bothered by the lighting
at the University of Hlinois-
Chicago Pavilion, yet she never
lost control of the mauch.

"Whiie 1 lost the ball a lew
times, Kimberly played some
greal points,” Scles said. "She
broke me three times in the
match, which has me some-
what concerncd because | was
not serving as well as | should.”

It was Scles' first win at the
Chicago tournament. In her
1990. debut, she lost in the
first rourd.

In first-round matches
Tuesday, Ann Grossman out-
lasted Betsy Nagelson 6-3, 7-6
[9-7) and eighth-sceded Pam
Shriver survived her [first test,
downing Debbic Graham 6- El
7-5.

Shriver's overall court ﬁ~
nesse and paticnce wore down
Graham. who beal Shriver in
two previous matches.

“I thought to mysell, wait a
minute. No good player loses
to anybody three times in a
row. And | was right,” Shriver
said.

Shriver got ofl to a rocky
start in the opening sct, dou-
ble faulting four times.- Alter
still winning, "I kind of knew
this would be my day,” she

v sadd.

Shriver broke Graham for
the first time to make it 2- 0,
and then at 4-0, a close call
went to Shriver,

The second set was dead-
locked at 5-5 when Shriver
held serve, the broke Graham

in the 12th game o win the
et

_he couldn’t really finish points

ﬁrm-ﬂl ttp-

ﬁ Mmtmber anl.nou mhle tennis team

e
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kar (R) on the eve of the second Test against England at the Chepauk, Madras yesterday.

Dennis Lillee is in the city to oversee his Madras-based Pace Academy.

— "AFP photo

Eng]and depend a lot on Gatting

MADRAS, Feb 10:
Mike Gatting,
swiftly emerging
as England’s key
batsman on their
Indian tour, goes
back on Thursday to the
ground where he came of age
as a Test batsman, reporis
Reuter,

England, beaten by eight
wickets in Caleutta, must win
in the hot, airless bowl of
Chepauk if they are to breathe
life into their chances of tak-
ing the three-Test series,
Gaiting is the man who can in-
spire them to do so.

Eight years ago Gatting
came to Madras with the bur-
den of [ailing to record a Test
cenlury in seven scasons as an
England player weighing heav-
ity on his shoulders.

He made 207 and Gracme
Fowler 201 as England won by
nine wickets. Flush with sell-
beliel Gatting went on to hit
another eight Test Tons before
being banned, in 1989, for
lcading a rebel team to South
Alfrica.

Recalled for this tour, he
top-scored in both innings in
Calcutta and clearly has the
best technique in the side for
playing spin. And that, despite
the memories Madras revives
of Neil Foster and John Lever.
will be a key factor in the Test.

Fosier was England’s other
star in 1984 /85, taking 11-
163 in the match. Essex col-

{ leaguc Lever took 7-77 eight

ycars earlier as England again
won in Madras and Lever was
accused of using Vascline to

swing the ball
Esscx team-males Kceith
Flectcher, new coach, and

Graham Gooch, now captain,
ar¢ well aware of those per-
formances but they are dan-
gerously misleading

in the .last Test here, a

surprising five years ago, leg-
spinner Narendra Hirwani

‘ took 16 wickets on his debut

to earn India victory over the
West Indies.

The previous year ofl-spin-
ner Greg Mathews took five in
each innings as Australia
played out the second tied
Test.

The wicket has taken spin
in recent domestic matches
and, said Indian eaptain Moha-
mmad Azharuddin this week,
“the pitch should support our
spinners.”

Given that spinners Anil
Kumble, Rajesh Chauhan and
Venkat Raju were the archi-
teets of the Calcutta win with
17 wickets between them that
is ha:rdl}' surprl!lng

A turning track holds few
fears for India's batsmen ei-
ther, as Gooch admits.

“They are very adept
against spin, they have a good
technique again-t it and are
particularly good with the
pads.”

That is not the case with
England and Gooch added:
"We certainly nced te bat be-
tween, we did not bat as well
as we can in Calcutia and that
led to our losing the Test, We
necd to raise our game.”

Indian manager Afit Wade-
kar has also called for impro-
vement in his team’s batting,

MIKE GATTING

“I want the lop order to
click and play to potential. 1f
you take away the contribu-
tions oi Azharuddin (182) and
Sachin Tendulkar (50) from
Calcutta there is, not much to
be happy about. :

*Some of the batsmen got
out to bad shots and that is not
what | like to see. We must not
be complacent just because
we are one-up.

Indfa are likely to'be un-
changed while England wel-
come back Michael Atherton
to open after missing Calcutta
through f{liness. Alec Stewart
will play and keep wickel de-
spite a bruised finger.

+ Should England, despite
constant references to how
well the scamers are bowling
and how eflectively the Indians
play spin, avoid repeating the
error of playing four scamers
as in Calcutta, slow left-armer
Phil Tufnell can expect a recall
alongside leg-spinner lan
Salisbury. '

Philip DeFreitas, recovered
from his groin injury but the
latest flu bug victim, vies with

the in-form Paul Jarvis for the
third scamer's spot.

TEAMS

INDIA: Navioy Sidhu, Manoj
Prabhakar, Vinod Kambl,
Sachin Tendulkar, Mohammad .
Azharuddin, Praveen Amre,
Kapil Dev, Kiran More, Anil
Kumble, Rajesh Chauhan,
Venkat Faju.

ENGLAND: Graham GCooch,
Michagl Atherton, Mike
Catling, Robin Smith, Alec
Stewart, Graeme Hick, Chris
Lewis, fan Salisbury, Paul
Jarvis or Philip DeFreitas,
Devon Malcolm, Phil Tulnell

England happy
with the pitch

MADRAS, Feb 10: England
have declarcd themselves
happy with. the pitch for the
Sccond Test with Indta which
opens on Thursday. reporis
Reuter.

Team manager Keith Flete-
her said on Tucsday: "It looks
like a good cricket wicket. It
should turn on the fourth of
fifth day and there should be a
bit of pace on the [first two.

"You can't tell until the day
‘but if it plays like the nets
(placed on the outfield). And it
looks like them, it should
bounce.”

His leclings were echoed by

captain Graham Gooeh whe
said: “It looks a good pitch.” |

It is understood the Indian
management had asked the
groundstiall to take off most of
the grass before the Test am:l
somec was removed.

But Gooch said: "T'.hi:re
looks some grass on it new but
it is their home wicket.
are entitled to do what they
want o it.”

The last time India played
here [ive years ago leg-spinner
Narendra Hirwani took 16
wickets on an underprepared
wickel as the West Indics were
beaten.

in an unfortunate mix-up on
Tuesday morning the English
squad had turned up for their
first practice session to find
the net run- ups had been wa-
tered by mistake.

The players returned in the
afternoon when the ground
had dried out in the fierce sun.

Flcteher said; "l don’t think
it was done deliberately, It's
just one of those things but the
bowlers would not have been
able to stand up properly.

‘I've made sure that the
groundsman knows we aim to
practise tomorrow morning

and he's promised not to water
it time.”

GHENT, Belgium,

Feb 10: Ben
Johnson - Lhe
athlete — is back.

If only he could
vutrun the qucs-
. ns about Ben Johnson — the
Jdrug cheat, reports AP.

llowever fast the Canadian
goes, the same old questions
keep haunting him more than
lour years after he was
siripped of his gold medal in
the 100 metres at the Seoul
Olympics.

And Johnson is running fast
these days, beating top-class
opposition indoors and even
wciting a scason's best lime in
the 50-metre dash.

‘| can still run. | still have
i,” he lold reportiers Tuesday,
a4 day bclore ,the Coke Light
“~door meeting hcre.

‘n Grenoble, France, he ran
ihe 30 metres Sunday in 5.65
scconds — the top time of the
indopr season and only .04
sceonds off the world record,
Ie came to Ghent, lured by ils
reputation for a fast track,

It is another step on the
comeback trall for an athlete
who used lo shatter workl
records regularly but at onc
time was suspended for life.
Johnson has had to fight ad-
versity and disbelicl ever since
reiurning to competition in
199 1.

"Mentally | didn't have it."
he said, ling on two yuars
of mediocre periormances.

These were only highlighted
by hia much ballyhnmd mis-
e s with his nemesis Carl
Lews ' France and his failure
o earn a moedal at the
Olympics in Barcclona,

Part of the problem, too.
was gelling over the effects of
beirig on steroids for yoars,

BEN JOHNSON

Johinson used to benech-pross
400 pounds (180 kilograms)
casily,

| lost 40 per cent in
power” when starting the
comeback, Johnson said, The

muscles | need to run with — |
didn't have them ”

Tad coaching” was anethor
problem, he said.

C harlie Franets had couched
him during the 1980s, when
storvids pumped up Johnson's

gt A e - ] e ? ; ey
iy s = g ¥

Ben — haunted by unholy past

muscle bulk and gave him the
cxpiosive kick to lecave Lews
behiad at major champions-
hips. He ran an unbelievable
979 seconds In the 100 In
Scoul, but had to return the
Olympic gold medal alter he
got :';lughl.

Not going back le Francis,

left him. with choic= ol
coaches "who didn't know me ™

fromi the beginning. They
didn't know me as a sprinter.”

He faltered and his career
scemed all but over afler the
Barcelona Olympics last August
when he fatled to make Lhe
100 metre [inals and the
Canadian relay tcam dropped
Lhe baton.

It seemed certain that
Johnson was just another also-
ran without his steroid fucl

"But | couldn’t lcave,” he
said. 80 he skipped a vacaltion
atid went straight back to the
basics, ~eturning te the man
who Ltaught him many

Perey Duncan, Canada’'s vetj
eran sprinting coach, had han-
died Johnson when he was 15
and now has given him back
some of the enthusiasm of

those days.
"That's What put me In
great skape again,” Johnsen

said. How eager Johnson is
this season was evident upon
his relurn In Hamilloh,
Ontario, carly in Lhe season
when he was too fast oul of the
blocks twice and was disquali-
fied.



